FAIRYTALES

Fairytales
• subsets of traditional folktales (stories that often concern supernatural beings who are not deities-god/goddess)
• dominated by magic
• usually deal with young person's confrontation or process of maturity (life lessons a young person has to learn as part of a socializing and development function)
• have power to regulate affairs of humans for good or evil
• spirits can change physical being at any time (shapeshifter) 
• told in ceremonies of season (ex: winter solstice)
• encourages identification with cultural groups
• models proper behaviour and teaches lessons of what happens if you don't follow rules; thus punishment => proper behaviour includes sexuality, gender, class)
• didactic function => educative, important life lessons, entertainment for adults and children
• were oral traditions told by adults to adults
• no childhood until fairytales evolved
• patriarchal (male dominated) families were prevalent, and so were step-families because of life expectancy
• has the potential to subvert power structures
[bookmark: _GoBack]• characteristics => linguistic cues, mysterious pranks, adventures of the supernatural, wish fulfillment, demonic spirits

MALES VS FEMALES

Males
• active (physical, strength)
• work/labour
• self ("you" are yourself and "others" are others to you)
• rational
• smart
• city/town (civilized)
• mind (thinking)

Females
• passive (weak, helpless, need rescue)
• home/kitchen
• object/other (females belong to males/are incomplete without a man)
• irrational
• naive/innocent
• woods/nature
• body (bearing children)

LITTLE BRIAR ROSE & LITTLE RED CAP (GRIM BROTHERS)

LBR
• "beauty, riches, and virtue" describes that she is young, beautiful, innocent, passive; thus beauty is her main attribute, and models the proper young woman
• it depicts that wealth and beauty are of a certain class (LBR ends up marrying royalty as well)
• her father has too much pride, so he doesn't invite the 13th witch; thus, by excluding a being that has power over him, he brings evil to the kingdom
• wishes are fulfilled in this story (King and Queen finally have a child)
• LBR's perspective is never articulated (meaning that women were not allowed to have wishes or desires)

LRC
• she is instructed to walk "quietly and nicely", thus showing what models a proper young woman
• told "not to run off the path" but does anyway (although good intentions), thus shows that she fails to follow her mother's instructions
• LRC learns her lesson (with the guidance of adults and is able to outwit the wolf-subverts/undermine the power of the male)
• wolf falls into sausage water; thus showing that if a male enters a female domain, it will end badly for them

Both
• "little" is an adjective used to describe both girls (shows that they need protection and rescue)
• this leads to the protection/rescue from men
• in LBR, the King proves not to be a good protector
• in LBR, the Prince saves her but doesn't need to endure a quest to seek the princess
• in LRC, the menacing wolf is male (and plays on the sexual maturation of a young woman)
• in LRC, the huntsmen saves LRC and her grandmother

EXAMPLES FROM FILMS

The Company of Wolves (1984) - Neil Jordan
• evil forests dominate many tales
• use of colour imagery and mirror imagery (white is shown a lot = purity, innocence, youth)
• many wolves inhabit the forest and can't identify which worlds as home (travelling men)
• there are 3 stories within the movie
• Aristocratic wedding shows a subversion of power (the woman now has the power) as the servants and musicians bow down to the woman
• woman marries man, he disappears (thinks he was eaten by wolves), then she marries a woodsman
• the story Rosalie tells her mother shows gender, class dynamics
• shows inequities of gender roles

Beauty & the Beast - Jean Cocteau
• gothic setting => the Beast's empty mansion with enchanted furniture
• blends fairytales and surrealism (bizarre, unreal)
• interaction between different class groups (Belle's father is struggling financially and the Beast is from Aristocracy)
• Magnificent (the horse), portals, magic keys, treasure in the end of the story

FARVTALES

Fayales

" subats o rcional iaes (sores ha ofen concor
Suparabral bangs who ara o dalls-godgodcess)
daminaid by magkc

usuaby desl i young prscn' conkonistion o proces of matuty
(Mo ssons ayoung prson s oo 8 i of & el and
devciopmert ncion)

«have power o foguile afars of rumans o good or ol

5pis can change pysicalbeng a any i (hapeshite)
+1dincarmaries of seaon (ex: irer solste)

~encourages certcston wih cur grooe.

et poper bonadour axd eaches ssons of what hgoers
Jou dontfolow ke s pushmant > proper bohaau nckdes
senuaty goodr, css)

+ Gacic funcion = educative, impartan 1 essons, enadainment
foradutsand chiron

«wero o adtions ok by ads 10 acks
«nachidhood una tyales evoved

« ptrirchal (ol dominald) fares wre prevalen,and 50 were
opambies bacause of o expeciancy

s e potenta o subver power snciurs.

«chractristics = Inquistic cues, mysiedous pranks, xhvriures of

o Supamatura, wh fullment, Gamonic s

MALES VS FEMALES

Malos
" aciv (orysia, swrongn)
“vorabour

il Cyou* are yoursel and athrs” areoihers 0 you)
~ratonal

~snant

~clytown (crzed)



