II. The Modern World System (1400 to 1760)

Mercantilism
Lecture 3 (AN2100)

Question from last time:

Sugar, etc created Callas consumers who knew the conditions that everything was produced but are they callas in todays society?

-ethically sourced has become a commodity, nike both, cheap, epithetic population, 

1. Mercantile Trade Networks
· Mercantile shares the same route has mercantilism, which is merchant and is known as merchant trading, it is a easy and risky principle, you would buy stuff where it is plentiful and cheap and take it to where it was rare and expensive 

· Things were traded cotton or sugar (grow in particular climate) southern US and as a merchant you load it up and ship it back to England where it was not available and sell it for a higher price than what you paid

· It was referred to as triangular trade (In my notebook)
· Triangular Trade

· USA/CANADA produce sugar, which gets shipped to England, who manufacture them and take those to Africa who trade for slaves back to US/CANADA…. Something’s was to buy up manufactured goods in England, take those to the west coast and central Africa (cotton cloth and guns)
· France, Netherlands, and England, want to establish colonies, in Canada and Dutch took over the states (got new york)
· Second trade route going on isn’t triangular… there primary incentive is getting the gold and metal which is actual money going from the new world to northern Europe 
· Spanish had indigenous labour, they mine the gold and silver minted into money, put in ships and sent it back to Spain, money didn’t stay in Spain, (indis mountains)
· They were running a deficit economy, this means the country is spending out more than what they were earning in trade

· Spain was a wool producer, they were not taking the wool into cloth, instead they exported the wool to England and allowed them to turn into cloth and then bought back and imported back the cloth made from the wool

· Raw materials are always cheaper than manufactured goods, all the money goes to northern European bankers and merchants 
· Main points from the video all the trade going around it looks like we have a lot of free willing, innovative, risk taking merchants who look like they are independently making this trade they are actually because of the state governments, however mercantilism is an actual economical system not only because of the merchants but because also of the centre role of the state government.
· Governments are playing a role as Spain is controlling the colony, by sending over administrators, soldiers and priests to control the workers and the English , French and Dutch colonies, 
· The state goes further than just protecting, they fight to get more colonies (through warfare), they also set up merchant trade companies and give them huge power (Hudson bay company) they get a royal charter that captures all the resources  

· There is lots wealth being produced, but it is very unevenly distributed, its mostly in European hands or descendants, but there is also a further concentration even within Europe it is coming north 
2. Mercantile Production
A. Manufactured Goods: “Putting Out System”
· ex. Cloth production…. “putting out system” is called that because once you were a merchant to take the raw material and take it too the families (other means of living would be farming etc)  who would clean and straighten the wool (they would work on them along with there own stuff. (If you came back and they didn’t have it done they would say we were busy we will have it for you another month and just leave and come back in another month)
· Then you take the clean ordered cloth and take it took the spinning families and they would also put your work second
· And then you would take it too the weavers.. it was a slow process and you would give them equipment to make them and then take it ( putting system because they put out the raw materials and the equipment and then they left and came back for it later)

· The people in the putting out networks had other means of survival 

· They have no control over the quality and they cannot make them work faster as they are not monitoring them… guns were made through controlling guilds(workshops)  

·  manu: is hand facture: means to make
B. Plantations: “Factories in the Field”
-     most agricultural systems were made through plantations 

· most farming was a much more causal and very and unmechanized  affair 

· human and animal labour and in a relatively relaxed way

· plantations are odd farms  because they were not primarily designed to produce food (ex sugar, tabbacoo, cotton cant survive on these) 

· they were to produce commodities and not valued to the people who are producing it 

· Cindy factories in the field “ these plantation systems” tightly regimented labour (slave or indebt servants), time lines (up at the crack of dawn your in the field for a certain hours), making stuff that is not for your own consumption, and doing it for the sole purpose of producing something to sell (the beginning of factory systems we know today)
· Most stuff produced over the little systems 
3. Other ‘Columbian’ Exchanges (Crosby because of Columbus)
A. American Staple Crops Go Global
· 1950 on, more and more people are in the world, mechanised agriculture production, they can produce enough food and then they live on to there reproductive years 
· From the time of Columbus expedition, to the present something odd happens with global population, and it spirals off the chart, 
· staple crop is a food is a basic of caloric intake 

· the only old world crop that made it intensively are rice 

· Crosby suggests that become of the Colombian exchange (opening of connections) were able to move out of the new world this was the basic of the population increase (more calories produced, more children can survive off the new crop)
· After the Second World War post 1950 world mechanized production is doubled which increases the population of people, if they can get far enough to adult life we will reproduce. 

· Most staple crops are the new world crops (top 4 of 5 ) only old world crop produced is rice (high intake of calories)
· Where barley and wheat cant be made corn can, potato can be produced in high altitudes and don’t need much, sweet potatoes have become essential in some climates
· Corn (maize) grows in areas to dry for rice and too wet for wheat, potatoes grow in poor soils, and temperate environment and does matter in which altitude 

· Maniot (not fussy,) 
B. Herd Animals Move the Other Way
· Dogs, horses, sheeps, cattle, goats, donkeys , pigs and chickens , ox, food supply and they flourish in the new world and primarily because the stuff would have made them ill in Europe they didn’t have anything in New World, they do extremely well

· Pigs become very popular in Spain, when they become free they completely took over certain islands, as well as chickens 

· They made possible the mercantile trade, they were new introductions they were not burdens, the biggest domesticated animal in the new world  was a lama , are particularly unfit for heavy work , and the European had cattle horses etc, 

· Additions to human labour

· The wealth would have been locked up if they did not bring the animals, ex mining… cattle made that possible, they provided protein both cows and chickens, beef fat was made into candles… leather made sax to carry stuff, and the cattle and horses etc were able to carry that to the mint and the boats

· Sugar cane turned the stone was ox’s
· New world has hardly experienced famish and possibly been the best fed people in the world and this is a fact that convinced so many people to immigrate to the new world and super exceeds all the other political reasons we have gave them 

C. New Cultural Possibilities
· example, the image of cowboys and Indians  none of this would have been 
· changed from being farmers to hunters and used the horse to hunt the bison (shift from farming to hunting)

· movement from planes to highlands and back created the need for new ways for people to relate to each other, ingenious people invented stuff like the sacred peace pipe and the sun dance, which were symbols of unity 
· ingenious people were able tot resist colonization for about hundred years than there counter parts in woodland areas b/c of the collumbian trades
Map illustrating the trans-Atlantic Triangular Trade
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