Contemporary Problem: Global Diseases
Monday October 1, 2012

· Disease factor is directional 
· Old and new world peoples farmed and domesticated animals differently
· Diseases that new world order people got was because of the way old world order peoples domesticated animals
· The process of mutation has been able to jump species
· When diseases jumps animals, we have no built in resistance to this particular kind of disease organism
· The first couple of generations are going to suffer from it very dramatically
· Depending on the mode of transmitting the disease, diseases that are more successful are the ones that are more virulent and are the ones that survive to be passed along
· Insects carried diseases by traveling 
· Populations were hit over and over again
· Two things to consider in terms of why new world domesticated animals did not create the same disease environment:
· 1) The cuddle factor – turkeys, llamas and alpacas – All mammals have the ability to recognize other baby mammals – foreshortened faces, big eyes, being in our perception, cute
· 2) Animal husbandry – Herded away from human settlements, people brought their animals indoors for heat and safety
· Clear evidence that in the early 1500’s the European population was hit by a very virulent syphilis – three kinds of syphilis
· Eurasian version, New world version, African version
· New world version syphilis seems to be the one disease that didn’t go the other way
· First time we have to look at diseases and humans as a global phenomenon 

HIV/AIDS
· Human Immune deficiency virus/Auto immune deficiency syndrome
· Aids is a syndrome, not a disease/symptom of HIV
· You can carry HIV for a long time but you will not experience any effect, however, if it is not treated it will make you vulnerable to other diseases
· Aids is a syndrome where a collection of diseases and problems that you get when your immune system has been supressed
· HIV doesn’t kill you, but it suppresses your immune system. It is however still contagious. 
· We carry diseases all the time
· HIV/Aids is a blood born disease
· How do people get the HIV virus?
· Blood to blood contact
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Intravenous contact (injections)
· Blood transfusions/medical treatment
· Sexual contact – also depends on what kind of sex
· Women are at the most risk – more vulnerable – very often do not have the ability, the means, and the power to resist sexual contact
· “Gay” male population
· Poor/poverty countries
· Women could not only say no to sex, but also say no to unsafe sex
· Gay people are also having unsafe sex
· IV drug users – share
· If you have HIV, you may be able to get medical treatment
· New drugs are more expensive because pharmaceutical companies can charge more on a new drug because not everyone has it
· If you’re not vulnerable in some social or political way, your chances are relatively low of contracting this disease
· Haiti was used for sexual tourism	
· Who is at highest risk to get HIV/Aids?
· Women 
· More susceptible to contracting it because they don’t always have the means for protection
· Gay male population 
· IV drug users and people in prisons
· Shared needles
· African women/people of the African continent

Think about how long before HIV turns to Aids? How long will you live?

· Homosexuals, hemophiliacs and hessians were the people most commonly connected to HIV/Aids 
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