Friday, January 13, 2012
Lecture #1
Themes for Study of the Holocaust: Chronology, Contagion, International Scope, and Shared Humanity 

Chronology
· Issue of physical death (as opposed to previous social death)
· About 25% of approx. 6 million Jews who died in the Holocaust were already dead in January 1942
· Social death blurred into physical death  separating people, forced labour, starvation
· By the end of the year, 75% of those Jews who would die in the Holocaust had been killed
· Break up of social relations between Jews and non-Jews  not only would that person not be able to do anything for you, they would be a liability 
· Jewish property was up for grabs
· Non-Jews thought of their neighbours as already dead  shaping of how people felt/treated others
· Ex. “It’s snowing, you have winter boots, give them to me because you won’t need them soon.”
· Less of a chance for resistance/solidarity 
· Basically, sense of already being dead

Contagion
· Holocaust as both processes of mass killings of Jews and processes of mass violence toward non-Jews 
· By 1942, several mass killing programs (not only toward non-Jews) were already underway 
· Ex. Inclusion of Roma in mass killings
· Ex2. French African German colonial troops 
· Ex3. Soviet POWs (approx. 3 1/3 million deaths)
· Acceleration of killing processes 

International Scope
· Holocaust was not limited to Europe, but to the territories under Nazi German control 
· Refugees in Mexico, Siberia, Uganda, Shanghai, etc.  many others
· Important international dimension 
· War also going on 
· Ex. India fought for the British 
· Enormous impact on the Holocaust  helped prevent Palestine from falling into German hands (saved large number of Jews there)
· Ex. Entry of US into war on December 7, 1941 in response to the bombing of Pearl Harbour


Shared Humanity
· Importance of restoring humanity to the victims seeing them as people, not a number 
· Also humanity of witnesses, bystanders, collaborators, perpetrators  getting past evil embodied in SS uniform
· Easier to call them evil then to think about motivations (common human motives = greed, desperation, ambition, competition, etc.)

Film = People Next Door
· Made in South Bend, Indiana 
· Documentary 
· Integrated history  history of voices of victims with broader history 
· Idea of worthiness  why did certain people die? Live? 

Handout = Goebbels
· Force of repetition  it was prophesized
· Preempting any argument 
· Illustration of social death 
· No possibility of counter-evidence  the more normal they seem, the more effective their disguise is 

Handout = False Papers
· Krakow – heart of the German headquarters
· Bombed less severely than Warsaw

Handout = Call for resistance in the Vilna Ghetto
· Vilna, Lithuania
· Lot of local participation 
· Double occupation  Soviets; then Germans
· Emphasis  do not hope 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Not everyone agreed with this document  

152002
e et oo s

e sty et s opaed o prtus sl )
A i ey
S ettt et st
Bt Tt i e e et
By o tons e nd o sy wid
W e
o s e sty e > gt
ety
o s s s g et e b o
et
Ll e sy e s

Y563 v s g prograns sy s fows were.

oo g 33 i e

B oS ——
e v S Shang . mary ot
i e et




