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Students should attempt all questions. Students are permitted to bring the Course Kit and Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy to the test. 
Note: You should provide evidence that you have utilized at least one book or article on Descartes in at least one of your answers.
  Question 1. is worth 60 marks; question 2. is worth 40 marks .

1. As an Enlightenment thinker, Descartes rejects the learning of the past, and holds that a new approach is required in order to put learning on a certain and indubitable foundation. To accomplish this, he insists that learning generally must emulate the method of mathematics. 

Utilizing Descartes' Regulae, the Preface to the Principles of Philosophy and the Principles of Philosophy, the relevant portions of the first and third meditations, and the Replies to Objections 11, discuss as fully as you can a) Descartes' views on the role Mathematics plays in revolutionizing learning. Discuss also b) key points of difference that Descartes identifies between mathematics and the quest for first principles in metaphysics -the subject matter of his Meditations; and c) the 3 reasons he offers in the first meditation and Principle V for holding that mathematics can be regarded as dubitable . 
(In your answers, make certain that each relevant work is discussed, and that the specific contribution of each of these works is detailed.)


2. “To these reasons I have certainly nothing to reply, but at the end I feel constrained to confess that there is nothing in all that I formerly believed to be true, of which I cannot in some measure doubt…for reasons which are very powerful and maturely considered.” (Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy, page 49)

Discuss as fully as you can, Descartes’ hyperbolic doubts against his former beliefs, as he discusses this matter in the first meditation. 
