ANT100 SCL Lecture 4 Notes


· Lecture Themes: 
· Anthropology and Religion
· Religion and Science
· Religion, the Law, and Society
· Religion and Spirituality: Linking Reality to the Real
· Ritual

· The anthropological attitude to religion
· Goal is not to judge or establish truth or falsehood
· Recognize the nature and role of a religion in its cultural and social context
· Discover what religion might mean as a general characteristic of human society 
· What Religion is not necessarily
· To some extent, what is or is not religion is a matter of arbitrary definition
· It may be that the very concept of religion is a modern, western one
· None of the following exists in all religions:
· A holy text
· Dogma (principles that are authorized as true)
· Natural history (origin and evolution of nature)
· “faith”
· “god”
· “the victory of good over evil”
· Superstition, Idolatry, and Blashphemy
· Identifying wrong forms of religion
· A major concern in Abrahamic religions especially
· Superstition aims to obtain favorable results from the sacred sphere (From outside Lacanian “reality”)
· 19th century Christians (among others) emphasized the difference between religion and superstition
· Idolatry: worshipping sings (icons) of God as if they were God (ex: statues)
· Blasphemy: Invoking the presence of God through signs (icons or symbols) in an unauthorized manner, deemed as an insult (Ex: burning a bible)
· Often charges of superstition, idolatry, and blasphemy are leveled at other religions
· Lacan and religion
· Lacan refused to dicuss a relationship between his psychoanalysis and religion
· Yet the real-reality relationship recalls that between the divine and “the world” (the world is seen as a place where evil can rule, the divine is where evil is defeated



· The enchanted world (“Double belief”)
· The enchanted world – where reality is infused with signifiers of the Real (supernatural beings are present, infused with holy beings) Ex: God’s presence in the world, some believe that atheism is a disenchanted world
· Latour: the modern mindset is not free of enchantment, despite the rise of atheism
· It is possible to believe and not believe in enchanted entities or forces such as God
· Another World beyond the World?
· Not true among a lot of religions
· Some religions believe in an idea of a world that exists (ex: heaven)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Religious semiotics (texts, art, music) may provide signifiers for the divine, or the Real: the effable, the unsignifiable
· Such signifiers may be taken as only imprecise efforts to signify the unsignifiable 
· Much religious insight is gained from silence, non-communication with others, ‘the Nothing”
· Do you believe in God?
· God as described in my religion and/or some other (as a historical and personal force in our world)
· “God” as an approximate signifier for the ineffable
· Cannot be believed or not believed
· But can be useful or not useful to our understanding
· Science, Education, and Religion
· Science and Faith
· Can an anthropologist be religious? Yes!
· Not supported by scholars: when religious faith is taken to be equal or superior to the scientific method as a source of scientific knowledge about the world
· Science investigates, faith knows. People who have faith tell you they have experienced it, science is about verifying hypotheses
· We are inclined to reject any sort of scientific reasoning that is based on science
· Fundamentalism
· Galileo was supposedly fiercely against the church (although he had many friends within the church)
· He was a religious individual that claimed that science is not disproving religion
· Fundamentalism believes in the correspondence between a holy text and God/the truth/the Real
· Evolution vs Creationism is a strong difference between science and religion, some priests even believe that creation is simply a legend
· Law and Religion
· Secular law can conflict with religious law:
· Abortion
· Drawing cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad


· The Divine: Source of the Law
· Many societies have laws based on what the Gods have told them
· Gods themselves are not bound by the laws that humans make
· Religion and Politics
· Religion extends social relations to the sacred (the divine)
· Religions often supports power arrangements
· The Divine: Source of the Social Order
· In Canada, we have the Queen on all of our currency. And it says that she is here by the grace of God (she is the defender of the Faith)
· Religious Identity: Community and Intolerance
· Religion almost always goes together with community
· Religious identity: a source of cohesion, emotional support
· The holy community: Israel, the Church, the ummah
· Groups defined by religion find themselves in conflict with others
· Religious intolerance is essentially political intolerance
· Does religion cause violence and war (more than other political identities?)
· Freedom of and from religion
· In the West: freedom of religion connected to divorcing or distancing religion from the state
· The law should guarantee freedom of religion
· In the 19th and 20th century: religion became private, the state is either multi-religious (USA), or not religious (France after 1905)
· Separation of church and state: USA 1776-1802, France 1905, Canada never quite
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