HREQ 1800 Chapter 2 Notes (Social Theories of Childhood)
Introduction
· The study of children is “either totally absent in sociology or is treated within very limited contexts which are considered marginal for sociological theory and research”
· Only recently has sociology as a discipline begun to take children seriously as subjects, actors, and objects of social inquiry
· This chapter shows that, like feminism, which developed into feminism, new social theories of childhood, particularly those that embrace social justice and human rights perspectives, contain their own internal criticisms and variations
Theorizing the Pre- and Non-sociological Child: The Familiar “Nature - Nurture” Debate
· On the Side of Nature
· Social Darwinists have worked to explain human behavior by looking to the biological and genetic makeup of individuals to understand why they do the things they do
· One of the main tenets of evolutionary psychology is that the human mind comprises a collection of psychological adaptations, which arose through the process of natural selection
· Researchers try to measure genetic similarity, taking into account shared environmental influences, and non-shared influences. Research shows that genetic effects are substantial and more significant than environmental effects. 

· Psychoanalytic Viewpoints
· Freud argued that children were born with a fixed set of innate drives, driven by the pleasure principle, which eventually need to be curbed. Normal development progresses as children move through fixed stages in fairly consistent ways, with boys and girls developing along the same trajectory until the phallic stage. 
· Erikson theorized stages of development that emphasized the sociocultural, rather than sexual, determinants of personality
· Piaget’s psychoanalytic background and education led him to focus on the reasoning processes of children. 
· Theorists recognized that the combined roles of biology and environment, helped to develop branches of child studies that moved away from strictly biological explanations to more constructivist and constructionist explanations. 
· From the Behaviorism to Symbolic Interactionism and Constructivist/ Constructionist Approaches (Nurture side)
· Watson and Skinner (operant conditioning) believed that human development should be understood according to observations of visible behavior rather than according to speculations on unconscious and innate motivations that are unobservable. 
· Watson argued that children are infinitely malleable, and that development is a continuous process that involves behavioral change shaped by a person’s unique environment. A child’s environment and the people who surround him or her are largely responsible for what he or she becomes. 
· According to Cooley, one’s self concept emerges and is maintained through this looking-glass self, which is developed via a three-part process. First, we imagine what we appear to be like to another person; then, we imagine how that person judges us; finally, we feel pride or mortification based on what we think others think of us. 
· Herbert argued that while the self is inherently social, it is made up of two parts, the “I” – the biological basis of our existence, which is sensual, impulsive and physiological; and the “me” – the learned and acquired social component made up of all that we learn and come to know through our interaction with others. Children move through distinct stages through which they eventually come to learn the general rules and regulations that members of the society use and expect. 
· Childhood has been studied as a series of future-oriented, transitional stages of development towards adulthood, and primarily as a way to better understand adult personalities and pathologies. 
Adding Children to the Theoretical Focus, But Not Yet Fully There
· Urie explained that human development occurs within a set of overlapping ecological systems that operate together to influence what a person becomes as he or she develops 
· Vygotsky’s theoretical framework involves the recognition that social interaction plays a fundamental role in the development of cognition
· Examined the relationship between culturally specific practices and child development, as a result, his work has been labelled sociocultural theory.
· Vygotsky focuses on how culture is transmitted through social interaction between children or learners and more knowledgeable members of society.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sociologists have been somewhat more interested in understanding how we learn to become functioning members of society, which as a result, a great deal of sociological work in this area has focused on socialization. 
· Socialization is said to involve social integration through the child’s internalization of norms
· Agents of socialization are the social institutions and individuals within them that most affect children’s development. 
Recent Critiques of (Social and Psychological) Developmental Theories
· Childhood is conceptualized and treated as the deficit of adulthood and children are valued for the adults they will become
Changing Times, Changing Theories? International and National Initiatives towards Children’s Rights
· A number of academics studying children have identified a paradigmatic shift in the 1980s and early 1990s that resulted in children and childhood becoming a new locus of concern. 
· This shift has coincided with increased attention placed on children’s rights and autonomy.
· Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) have four main pillars or key commitments which are 1. The best interests of the child; 2. Survival and development; 3. Children’s participation; 4. Nondiscrimination
· A growing number of thinkers are questioning and challenging the notion of the adult as “the being” who “does” and the child as “the becoming” who “can’t yet do”. 
New Sociologies of Childhood
· The new sociology of childhood focuses on an appreciation of what children are in the present, rather than what they will eventually become
· The goal is to overturn adult paternalism that refuses to recognize children’s capabilities and rights
· The new sociology of childhood focuses on an appreciation of what children are in the present, rather than what they will eventually become. 
· Children are seen and understood through their talk and interaction as participating actively in the construction of their own social situation, but children and childhood are also understood as being constituted in relation to the adult world in which they live. 
New Approaches to the Study of Childhood in Canada
· There is still a great deal of room for improvement when it comes to developing a new sociology of childhood in Canada
Summary
· For the most part, children continue to be marginalized, and remain far from the focus of attention in theories that profess to help explain child development
· The new theories of childhood that have emerged alongside international initiatives aimed at improving children’s rights remind us that children are worthy of research and theorizing in their own right
· Need to recognize childhood as an important and permanent structure in society, which both adults and children help to shape and reshape, across cultures and time
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