HREQ 1800 Chapter 1 Notes (Histories of Childhood)
Introduction
The fact that the answers to questions such as what is the meaning of the term child or children and the age or time at which childhood is believed to begin and end vary across provincial and national borders and over time are indications that the concepts of child and childhood are social constructs.
Social constructs are social creations subject to redefinition by the society or culture that attempts to define them.
Children of different genders, races, and social class backgrounds will experience childhood differently. 
Defining Children and Childhood Today
· Children, by Statistic Canada is defined as offspring of any age, residing with their parents. 
· Being a child has nothing to do with physical maturation, chronological age, or level of maturity. Instead it has to do with the nature of the living arrangements and has something to do with interdependency. 
· According to a section of the Criminal Code, a child is anyone under the chronological age of 16.
· Many of the current definitions of child have to do with parental rights and obligations towards their children.
· The term child varies depending on the context in which it is used, the purpose it is intended to serve and the type and nature of interactions it involves, child can be defined based on chronological age and level of maturity and according to political interests 

Understanding Variations in Childhood over Time
· Childhood has almost always and everywhere taken on distinct forms, with sets of expectations and experiences that depend on the economic organization of the society, the socioeconomic class and the social status of the families under study and the historical period or epoch of the society under study.
· Thinking about how different the lives and experiences of boys and girls in the (sub)culture in which they were raised
· Different people have taken different routes in order to do research on children and childhood
· The historical study of children and childhood remains difficult
· When we think we know something about this topic, it often involves recollections by adults about how discipline was believed or remembered to have been experienced, which is different from how that person as a child annually experienced it
· Much of what we know about children is filtered through the images, experiences and ideas of adults
Philippe Aries’s “Discovery of Childhood” and His Critics
· Argued that in the past people lacked the awareness of the distinctiveness of childhood apart from adulthood
· Children were not given special emotional or legal allowances and were depicted clothed as mini-adults or mingling with adults in everyday life for the purposes of work, relaxation, and sport
· “Development of childhood” started in the 16th century and was first seen among the upper classes, in which there was a growing recognition of children’s special need for attention, nurture and guidance accompanied by an increased attention to schooling

Competing Turning Points in European Thoughts
· Back in the day it was commonly believed that children were born either good or bad, a concept that could be twisted to relieve parents of a sense of responsibility
· John Locke wrote about children as “citizens in the making” or incomplete versions of their future adult selves. This highlights his views that children have needs and interests different from those of adults and because of this require special attention and proper upbringing. 
· with proper education, children who were not yet fully rational were brought gradually to reason. 
· Rousseau believed that children had their own way of seeing, thinking, and feeling apart from adults and while they did not reason as adults do, they had their own form of sensitive or puerile reason, which they should be free to explore and enjoy
· Philosophy of education is built on the premise that there are natural stages of development for different periods in the life cycle: infancy to manhood
· His views were highly controversial but extremely significant in challenging and transforming past European views on childhood
· For Locke, childhood was an imperfect state and education built upon the blank state, whereas for Rousseau childhood was carefree and special, and education stifled and detracted from a child’s freedom and humanness.
· They both had profound social consequences because their views placed on parents and educators the responsibility for how children “turn out”.



Cross Cultural Similarities and Variations 
· The culture, nature, and economic organization of any given society shape how childhood is measured, understood and experienced
· There were economic benefits to alliances with Aboriginal families through marriage to their daughters and through their mixed-race granddaughters
· Attempting to identify the “discovery” of childhood is a difficult quest, but it also implies that the treatment of children has progressed or developed from a difficult past towards a decent or better present.
Child Soldiers – Past and Present
· Widespread evidence from other sources, times and places confirms the role children played, again, especially boys, in armed combat and wars
· Many argue that today adults who recruit children into the armed forces and armed conflict should be held criminally responsible and prosecuted for war crimes. 
Summary
· Since the beginning of the historical studies of childhood, many debates, diverging themes and competing schemes and explanations have surrounded the definition of childhood, its geographical origins and “starting point”.
· The competing philosophies of Locke and Rousseau rose to shape and change parents and educators understanding of their roles with children
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A debate about what childhood has encompassed in the past continues because people today question what childhood should encompass
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