
Cap XXVI
Summary
· Dante takes up the "stilo de la loda" with two sonnets, both included in the same chapter
· Dante puts his happiness not in the lady’s greeting a before but rather in praising the lady’s beauty and virtue without expectation of compensation or reciprocation
This chapter focusses on Dante's memory of a beatrice passing by him and the citizens in the streets:
· Dante describes beatrice and uses the language of the stilnovo
· Cap II and III dante describe his reaction to beatrice but in this chapter Dante describes his memories of the reactions (to beatrice) of other citizens
· Dante begins to interpret what he wrote of Beatrice
In line 14 before the sonnet Dante uses the words ‘I say’  which indicates that the words of Dante and his opinion are the most important above all the others (this reminds the reader of Dante’s pure intelligence (which gave him the ability to interpret his vision in capitol 3 while others could not) which in a way can also be viewed as a miracle or a special power to see god’s will on earth.

In introducing his first sonnet Dante says Beatrice walks “crowned and clothed in humility” 
· This paints Beatrice as royalty or therefore as a representation of god’s among men and in turn of god’s power
· This is a preamble to dante’s first sonnet (tanto gentile) where he proposes the equation Beatrice = miracle
· Dante goes further to provide proof of this by citing that other citizens praise her as a miracle/an angel
· ineffable sweetness is produced by the sight of her
First Sonnet ‘Tanto gentile’
·  The first (tanto gentile) proposes the equation Beatrice = miracle,
·  the extraordinary effects of the miracle, the ineffable sweetness produced by the sight of her; 
· The sonnet is supposed to allegorize the effects of her power
· His into is like the gospel of saint john  , I decided to write verse in which I would reveal her miraculous and excellent effect, so that not only those who could physically see her, but others might know of her what words can show = the simlarity
· Dante has started to surpass the stilnovista adding his own ideals and writing in the stilnovo di dante
· Dante uses the stilnovo in a new way to describe Beatrice rather than to talk about the suffering of the poet or love/love impossible 
Sonnetto: 
· Prima quartina (1-4)   beatrice and the effects of her presence
· Line 1 parere – meant ‘to be’ in old Italian
· which appears twice in the sonnet, in the third person singular "par") does not mean, as in modern Italian, "to seem" to "appear"
· dante uses it to talk about something real, true, manifestation
· Secondo quartina (5-8)   the effects that beatrice produces that prove her to be miraculous (relationship with god) Beatrice is god’s presentation of a miracle
· Prima terzina (9-11)
· Secondo terzina (12-14)
· Gianfranco Contini who warns that this sonnet is "piano", that is 'simple', at least for what concerns a modern reader
· Cortini analyses text in un’idea di dante buti t must be known that the medieval reader had a different interpretation of dante’s words
· Kind and honest are two synonyms that indicate the "nobility" of Beatrice; it is therefore a spiritual characteristic, not a character trait. Beatrice has a noble soul, which allows the passage of divine and salvific love.
· "che sia una cosa” is not a trivial statement, general, but the use of the word "thing" is done following the original etymology of the word (from the Latin CAUSAM): therefore, it means "cause" or rather "the effect of the cause ". Dante speaks of a concrete effect, which is realized on earth and comes from heaven. A miracle that is realized on earth.
· "Labbia" does not mean "lips" (so it does not allude to something Beatrice says), but figuratively: in entirety Dante uses it to express the idea that Beatrice's love is diffused by her whole person.
· "Piacente" does not mean "that which pleases", but "provides beauty ", therefore, it is a real and concrete characteristic of the person of Beatrice.
· In lines 7 and 10 dante uses specific language to avoid expressing personal opinion, and to maintain the theme of the opinion of the citizens/society as a whole
· Beatrices gestures are written so as to have the highest importance while the reactions of her viewers are more downplayed
· Dante says ‘This sonetto is so simple to understand’ = antifrasi  this sonnet is actually vey complex
· Overcoming the conception of love as anguish (typical of Cavalcanti): anguish because of the insufficiency of the poet in front of the perfection of the unknowable and unattainable woman. The relationship with Cavalcanti, however, remains alive in dante’s vocabulary
· 
Second Sonnet ‘Vede perfettamente onne salute’
· the second reiterates the perfection of the beloved, which refines the women so lucky to be in beatrice’s company and benefit from the praises given to her
· this sonnet tells how her influence affected other women and brought them joy and no jealousy despite her extreme beauty
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This sonetto has three parts: in the first I say among which people that lady seemed most miraculous: in the second I say how gracious was her company: in the third I say what things her power brought about in others. The second part begins with: “those who go by’: the third with: ‘: Her beauty is’.
This last part is divided in three: in the first I say what she brought about in ladies, that is through their own selves: in the second I say what she brought about in them in the eyes of others: in the third I say how not only in the ladies, but in everyone, and not only in her presence but in remembrance of her, she worked miraculously. The second begins with: ‘La vista sua: The sight of her’: and the third with: ‘Ed è ne li atti: And she is so’.
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