Lec 3
Summary of Vita Nuova III + IV:
This chapter covers the second meeting between Dante and Beatrice, after which Dante must return to his room to think about the encounter. When he falls asleep he has a vision or a dream which he goes on to describe (after his encounter with Beatrice) Dante then gives a small conclusion and invites other poets to interpret his vision, detailed in the form of a sonnet.
Results:
· This dream inspired Dante to write the sonnet titled “to every captive soul and gentle lover” that invited all the poets who declare themselves vassals of Love to offer their own interpretation of the dream.
· Dante received two replies (that we know of) from Guido Cavalcanti, who became Dante’s closest friend after the writing of his reply, and from Dante da Maiano.
Analysis:
Again, in this chapter Dante uses symbolic numbers and colors, just like in chapter II.
The Numbers:
· He uses numbers that are multiples of the sacred number 3, for example:
· The meeting in this chapter occurs nine years after the first meeting and takes place at the ninth hour (or 3 in the afternoon in layman’s terms) 
· Beatrice walks with two other women, and all of them together add up to the number three
· The hour at which the vision occurs is the first hour of the last 9 hours of the night
The Colors:
· During the meeting beatrice is dress in white (the purest white) to indicate the purity of the woman
· In the vision, however, the baby (Beatrice) is wrapped in a red cloak and like her red dress in the second chapter the color is symbolic as red is the color of love
La Lingua:
· Dante uses the terms of the stilnovista gentil, scary, ineffable, etc. to repeat the concept that love is from transmitted from god through the woman and can only be captured by those who have a kind heart
· This language is ambiguous, for example:
· The word scary is repeated twice, but each use has a different significance and meaning. 
· The first use is passive while the second is active. 
· When using the passive voice, the subject is acted upon by another agent, for example when Dante describes how he is stopped in fear when he sees Beatrice; fear is the subject, while staning in [fear] is the agent.
· When using active voice, the subject performs the action for example when Dante describes the figure in his dream as frightening to behold; fear is once again the subject, but now it is performing the action of ‘beholding’.
· The joy with which Love is presented contrasts the use of the word scary and contrasts with the bitter weeping of Love at the end of the vision
· Dante uses this ambiguous and emotional language to create an estranging effect and to augment to uncertainty of the reader to highlight the strangeness and ethereality of the experience that Dante had.
· Dante continues the metaphor of the book of his memories, used in chapter I when dante writes about how the life that has been lived must be transformed into literature in order t be understandable, for if it is not understandable then it has not been lived
Symbols:
· cuore = dante’s
· baby/donna = Beatrice
· signore = amore
Biblical symbols:
· Dante’s language oscillates between “the human’ which I take to mean the vernacular and the sacred (language resembling that of the bible)
· The fact that Dante had to retire to his room after his second meeting with Beatrice is a biblical symbol, like the solitary retreat for meditation, of Jesus in the desert
· The vsion 
· The vision symbolizes a biblical event:
· The angel symbolizing the Virgin Mary and her groom, Jesus, who is troubled by the fact that she is pregnant
The Sonnet
· Is written in the form of a letter belonging to the tradition of quaestio: a question or a problem posed in rhyme (the poet poses a problem to other poets)
· The sonnet communicates the ambiguity of the original prose by using contrasting terms like joyful, horror, weeping and radiance
The Sonnets In Reply
· Dante only speaks of the sonnet in reply that he received from Cavalcanti
· He interprets the heart as the necessary meal to be able to face the pain caused by love (he also wrote about the pain that love causes in other poems) and the weeping of the figure (love) as its displeasure as Dante begins to wake. This interpretation uses ambiguous language.
· In the end Dante believed that no one had captured the true significance of the dream
· Dante da Maisno interprets the dream to be a symptom of a physical or mental maladie and refuses other interpretations until Dante completes a urine test. This interpretation uses biblical language.
Dante’s Explanation:
· In chapter four Dante explains that the possession of himself by love caused a physical change blocking of his natural spirit) to frailty and weakness because his soul was preoccupied with thoughts of Beatrice
· He also describes an interior spiritual change that can be interpreted, in Dante’s words, as the beginning of a vita nuova
· Dante reaffirms his ideas from the first chapter, that love is superior to intellectual reasoning and as if a conscious entity knows what is good for man
Dante in Comparison to Christ
Dante is like another Christ because he has an intelligence that is pure and for this reason Dante can understand his own dream while other poets cannot.
Dante is a poet with a vision or a divine mission and uses the bible as a model in a literary game to get his beliefs across to the reader.
· Dante uses a 'Christic' language, for example: in chapter three - Dante's belief that no one understood the true meaning of the vision is similar to Matthew 11, 25 in the bible, which speaks about how god has hidden some information from the wise and the intelligent yet revealed it to those that are simple
· [bookmark: _GoBack]or in chapter four - Dante acts like Christ, forgiving those who do not understand his suffering and make fun of him like Christ and his forgiveness of the leaders who taunted him (Luke 23, 34.35)
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