Lec 2
Vita Nuova (VN).
Gender and composition dates
· anthology of young Dante rhymes inserted in a prose context (forty-two chapters)  prosimeter. 
· prose context provides plot to narrate story of the love of Dante and Beatrice
· Probably composed between 1293 and 1294.
Vita Nuova e un’antologia di rime giovanili di Dante in un contesto di prosa (prosimetro) e racconta la storia dell’amore di Dante e Beatrice. 
Content
· It is a poetic autobiography
· a novel where the biographical data is continually idealized
· begins with the first meeting between Dante and Beatrice, at the age of nine
·  first greeting, nine years later
· misunderstanding of the woman "screen of truth", that is the woman placed in an intermediate point between Dante and Beatrice in Church, for which Dante writes poetry, in order not to reveal his love for Beatrice
the "gabbo" episode: 
· at a wedding party some women (and Beatrice herself) make fun of each other and dante 
· Dante's decision not to talk about himself in the poems, but rather to use the poem to praise Beatrice and her perfection
 The following of the book concerns:
· the dignity of poetry in the vernacular
· the death of Beatrice 
·  the progressive idealization of the woman up to the contemplation of her blessed derivation from heaven
The VN is therefore a poetic story that starts from the experience of Guittone's poetry, of poetry
Sicilian up to the stilnovo of Cavalcanti, of stilnovo passed with new incentives and new ideals.
The VN is not just a fundamental moment in Dante's poetry before Divina
Comedy, but also an important start for Italian prose art.
Summary:
Dante describes the first encounter with Beatrice, the effect that the appearance of her beauty has on him (how love has come to dominate him, as it is more powerful than he is).
1. Dante uses the metaphor of the book to talk about his memory and reinforces the metaphor using the terms relating to the internal structure of a book to describe parts of his memory.
2. Dante says that he wants to “assemplare” his words
a. Assemplare means to reunite, or make whole
b. However, it also means to provide examples (from the latin term EXEMPLUM) as a literary device to teach a lesson
c. *Incipit vita nova = here begins my boyhood*
3. The first meeting between Beatrice and Dante occurs at the age of nine (spring of 1274)
a. Dante uses an astronimical explanation with symbolical numbers that are multiples of the sacred number 3 (9, 9, 12)
b. The use of these numbers puts the meeting in a cosmic perscpective as a part of a grander/larger process, showing the importance of the meeting as part of the whole
c. Beatrice is described as wearing a red dress which is a reference to love
4. The adjectives “nobilissima” and “onesta” do not have the same meaning or significance as they do in modern Italian
a. Here these adjectives signify that Beatrice has an exceptional purity of the soul that can allow love to be delivered to men from god (specifically to Dante)
5. Love permits Dante to think rationally and does not cause him real suffering, despite its possession of him
a. This is a parting from the poems of Guittone and Cavalcanti
i. cavalcanti: speaks of the suffering caused by love
ii. guittone: critics love because it causes the lose of reason
Dialogue of the three spirits in the body of Dante (in Latin), which are surprised by the arrival of Love,
through Beatrice. Dante follows the doctrine of the spirits, according to the scholastic doctrine (la dottrina scolastica) of Albertus Magnus -
12th / 13th centuries .:
Ø The vital spirit (vital function that keeps alive) resides in the heart and recognizes the power
* “Ecce deus fortior me, qui veniens dominabitur michi = here comes a god more powerful than I to rule over me*
Ø The animal spirit resides in the brain that recognizes from a perceptions point of view and
intellect;
* Apparuit iam beatitudo vestra = your source of joy has been revealed *
Ø The natural spirit resides in the stomach and in the liver that complains because the Love will provoke
a loss of appetite.
[bookmark: _GoBack]* Heu miser, quia frequenter impeditus ero deinceps! = Woe is me! For I will be impeded odten from now on*
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