
  
   CLA204 Lecture Notes

Terms: can we think of terms that could be tested and add them! This will be extremely useful for part 1 and 2 of the exam (worth 33 marks!)
Lets also put examples of each!

1. Miasma: pollution from killing a family member - the Furies will come after you. Example: the murder of Laius by Oedipus causes all of Thebes to fall under a miasma, or plague that can only be lifted once Oedipus is exiled. Example: Madea when she kills her own sons to seek revenge against her husband Jason.
2. Katabasis: going “down” metaphorically or literally into the underworld to reemerge with new knowledge. Example: Priam metaphorically going down to the Greek camp to get back the body of his son Hector, Odysseus getting new knowledge on how to get back home, Orpheus going to underworld to retrieve his dead wife Eurydice but fails when he looks back at her before exit the underworld.
3. Hubris:  excessive pride toward or defiance of the gods. Example: Arachne boasts that she is a better weaver than Athena → gets turned into a spider, Niobe doesn’t want to pay honours to Latona, and boasts that she has more children than her, therefore she should be worshipped. Her children gets killed by Artemis and Apollo and she cries herself into a rock. Phaethon and the Sun, rides chariot and starts burning stuff, causes Sahara desert.
4. Xenia: being welcoming and respectful to strangers seeking shelter when travelling; Zeus is the god of this and punishes for humans who fail to do this. Example: Baucis and Philemon abide by xenia when Zeus/Hermes disguise themselves as travelling strangers 
5. Kleos: Honor, renown, glory 
6. Sparagmos: An act of rending, tearing apart, or mangling, usually in a Dionysian context. Example: Actaeon and Artemis, dogs tearing him apart, Pentheus mother and Bacchus’ followers tearing him apart as he spies on them, Orpheus is torn apart by Bacchads 
7. Parthenogenesis: Virgin birth Example: The birth of Hephaestus, Ouranos
8. Spartoi: soldiers sprung from earth, from planting the serpent’s teeth. Example: Jason plants the dragon’s teeth in soil, when Cadmus killed Ares’ serpent and plants its teeth, sown men “spartoi” sprung up 
9. Etiology: The mythological reason given for a natural phenomenon, or societal practice Example: Persephone’s sojourn in the Underworld as an explanation for the seasons, Atlas mountains when Perseus shows him medusa’s head, Arachne turned into spider upon death because she was good at weaving
10. Chthonic: G. “Subterranean,” to do with the earth Example: Chthonic Earth goddesses such as Demeter, Gaia, etc, snakes, pythons also associated with these goddesses
11. Timê/Timai: Spheres of influence of a particular god. Example: The timai of Athena include strategic war, and weaving
12. Nostos: G. “Homecoming.” Example: the entire Odyssey outlines the homecoming of one man. mysia
13. Gnothi Seauton: G. “Know thyself.” An entreaty to know your place as inferior to the gods
14. Hieros gamos: G. “Sacred marriage.” A marriage between two gods, Example: Zeus and Hera, Gaia and Ouranos, Persephone and Hades.
15. Apotheosis: “becoming a god”. Example: Romulus became the Roman god Quirinus after his death, Caesar becoming a god, Aeneas becoming a god
16. Inspirare: to breathe (Greeks believed that inspiration came from the Muses, Apollo, Dionysus)”
17. Omphalos: means belly button. Example: before battling his father, Zeus makes Kronos throw up. He throws up the rock he swallowed when he thought it was his child, and it lands in Delphi. Its called the Omphalos.
18. Aegis: goatskin shield (symbol of Zeus) 
19. Kibisis: knapsack (what Perseus uses to hold Medusa’s head)
20. Psychopompos: guide to underworld/afterlife. Example: Hermes when he accompanies Priam to retrieve his son Hector
21. Panhellenic: hero of all of Greece. Example: Hercules
22. Augury: Looking at bird flight patterns (other methods involved sacrificing an animal and examining its liver) as a message from the gods. Example: Romulus and Remus myth
23. Penates: Roman domestic god. Example: Aeneas escapes Troy with his father and penates, signifying bringing the head of the household of Troy with him

Quiz Yourself 
1. Which two of Hercules’ Labours did not count, and what was the reason given by Eurystheus?
2. How many of Theseus’s labours overlapped with Hercules’?
3. Longer question: Distinguish between an older style hero and a newer type of hero
4. Which characteristics do Aeneas’ adventures share with Odysseus?
5. Who is Pasiphae?
6. Who is Polydectes?
7. Who is Galanthis?
8. What is the name of the centaur that attempts to steal Heracles’ wife Deianira?
9. What is Cadmus’ connection with Dionysus?
10. The sons of Atreus are cursed due to the actions of which ancestor? What did he do?
11. What is Herodotus’ theory?

Answers
1. The slaying of the hydra because he had help from his companion, and the cleaning of the augean stables because he got payment for it
2. The sow, which is similar to the Erymantian Boar, and the Cretan bull, which is the same as the bull that Heracles brought back to Eurystheus and let go
3. Older heroes care about kleos and strength of arms above all. Achilles for example is willing to let his countrymen die because he feels his kleos has been insulted. Odysseus represents a different type of hero, one who values cunning as well as strength. His defeat of the cyclops required quick thinking, and brute force would only have gotten him killed. Aeneas represents a still more modern type of hero, one closer to our conception of a hero, one who cares about doing the right thing. His highest priority is to do his duty to the gods, to his family, and to his people. He is not arrogant like Achilles, he is very humble
4. Katabasis, descent into the underworld to gain knowledge, encounter with Scylla and Charybdis, encounter with a seductive woman (Dido/Calypso), both encounter Circe, journey takes a long time
5. Pasiphae is the wife of Minos, whom Poseidon causes to lust after a bull because Minos neglected to sacrifice the bull Poseidon sent him
6. Polydectes is the king on the island where Perseus grew up, who seeks to wed his mother Danae and sends Perseus on an impossible quest to get him out of the way
7. Galanthis is the handmaid of Hercules’ mother Alcmene. Alcmene is having trouble giving birth to Hercules because Hera has sent the goddess of childbirth to stop the birth by crossing her legs. Galanthis tells the goddess of childbirth that Heracles has already been born, causing her to jump up in surprise allowing the childbirth to actually happen.
8. Nessos
9. Grandfather. Cadmus’ daughter Semele gave birth to Dionysus by Zeus
10. Tantalus. He stole nectar and ambrosia from the gods for his people. Additionally, Atreus’ brother Thyestes slept with Atreus’ wife - Atreus killed and served Thyestes’ sons to him. (Aegisthus, Clytemnestra’s lover, is the last of Thyestes’ sons.)
11. That because Medea kills Perses, and installs her son Medus as King, Persia is also known as “Land of the Medes”; false etymology given by Herodotus.

Week 2

Hesiod
· Theogony and Works and Days
· Roughly contemporary with Homer - late 8th c. BCE
· Creating something for  the first time
· Epic poems
· Works and Days was didactic (e.g. giving tips), while Theogony was more telling about what happened

Theogony
· Literally means “birth of the gods”
· Cosmogony “birth of the universe”
· Zeus’ rise to power: succession myths
· Origin of man

Invocation to the Muses
· 9 Muses: daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne (memory)
· Mount Helicon
· Associated with Apollo
· The muses breathed to Hesiod, inspiring him.
· Theogony starts with “Shepherds that camp in the wild, disgraces, merest bellies: we know to tell many lies that sound like truth, but we know to sing reality, when we will.”
· Basically means “humans are gross: how much people believed in the myths and gods, it could be true, it could also be a lie”

“In the Beginning…”
· Primordial beings
· Chasm (Chaos, abyss, or void: nothingness)
· Gaia (Earth)
· Tartara/ Tartaros (underworld)
· Eros (desire): son of Aphrodite
· Parthenogenesis “virgin birth” by Gaia
· Heaven/Ouranos (sky)
· “The undraining Sea and its furious swell, not in the union of love”

Earth and Heaven
· Heiros Gamos: sacred marriage/marriage between the gods
· Together they have:
· Titans: the youngest is Kronos
· Cyclopes
· Hecatonchires (“hundred-handers”), they have 100 hands and 50 heads, Kottos, Braireos, and Gyges
· Heaven dislikes their children so he tries to stop them from being born by constantly having sex with Earth
· Earth speaks to her children in her womb, plotting to overthrow Heaven
· Earth creates a sickle and gives it to Kronos and he cuts Heaven’s testicles off with it

Castration of Heaven
· Furies, aka. Erinyes, chthonic (in, under, or beneath the earth), spring up from the blood from the castration of Heaven. 3 females, seek vengeance for the murder of shared blood
· Giants also spring up from the blood
· Meliai (Ash-tree nymphs), spring up from the blood as well

Birth of Aphrodite
· Aphros “foam”
· Comes from the foam created from the testicles falling into the ocean
· “The grass began to grow all beneath her slender feet”
· Goddess of sexuality and fertility
· In Homer’s contemporary version, she’s the daughter of Zeus

Children of Night
· Death, sleep, dreams, misery, old age, strife 

Children of Nereus
· Pontos (sea) begets Nereus (old man of the sea)
· Nereus bears fifty daughters (Nereids), including Thetis
· His daughters are sea nymphs
· Thetis is the mother of Achilles

Echidna
· Born to Ceto (probably)
· Half woman, half snake
· Mother of monsters including:
· Cerberus (Guard dog of the underworld)
· Hydra
· Chimera
· Sphinx
· Nemean Lion (later killed by Hercules)


Hecate
· Called upon in sacrifices
· Important to Hesiod, according to him she does a lot of things
· Outside of Hesiod she doesn’t have a lot of importance
· Sits beside kings in judgement
· Outside of Hesiod she has more of a negative influence
· Goddess of witches
· Sits bodies men in battles and athletic contests
· Increases livestock
· Nurse of the young
· Later associated with cross-roads and witchcraft
· Trivia
· Not as important in other myths
· Similar powers to Gaia for Hesiod

Kronos and Rhea
· Both are Titans, brother and sister
· They have 6 children (3 male and 3 female), in order:
· Hestia
· Demeter
· Hera
· Hades
· Poseidon
· Zeus
· Kronos wants to secure his position as king of everything
· Whenever a child is born he eats them
· He can’t kill them because they are immortal
· Eventually Rhea gets fed up and goes to her parents Heaven and Earth
· Gaia comes up with a plan: when Rhea’s next child is born, they are going to hide it in a cave, and they are going to give Kronos a rock pretending it’s the baby
· Zeus was born in a cave in Crete
· When Zeus grows up and comes to power he challenges his father and a big battle occurs
· Before the battle Zeus makes Kronos throw up, the rock came up first, which landed in Delphi, and was called Omphalos (means belly button). 
· Zeus’s brothers and sisters were then thrown up in reverse order, making Zeus both the youngest and the oldest sibling, because when they were thrown up it was like they were reborn.

Titanomachy
· Battle of the Titans
· Zeus also frees his uncles, Gaia’s and Heaven’s children that Kronos kept locked up
· Zeus frees the hecatoncheires, he gives them ambrosia and nectar, and Cyclopes, who later give him the thunderbolt and lightning
· The battle lasts ten years
· Olympians defeat Titans and imprison them in Tartarus, guarded by Hecatonchires. There is a role reversal because the Hecatonchires were kept in Tartarus, but now the Titans are there.

Tartaros
· Home of children of night
· Where the Titans imprisoned
· Hecatonchires are the guards
· Not the same as hell, there was no such thing in Greek mythology

  Styx
· Daughter of Ocean and Tethys
· First to help Zeus against the Titans
· Rivers are also gods in Greek mythology
· Honours: gods swear oaths by her
· River between Earth and underworld
· Punishment when a god breaks an oath swore on the river Styx: a year without breath, ambrosia and nectar in a coma, then nine years in exile
· Human souls travel on the river when they die on their way to the underworld

Typhoeus/Typhon
· Offspring of Earth and Tartarus
· One hundred dragon heads
· Chthonic god
· Defeated by Zeus with his thunderbolt and sends him into Tartarus
· Created as a challenger for Zeus
· It symbolizes that Zeus is a powerful king
· Ouranos and Kronos weren’t smart or strong enough to stop defeat
· From now on Gaia isn’t as important
· In Prometheus Bound, Prometheus says that he feels sorry for Typhon because he was just trying to stop Zeus’s tyranny

Reign of Olympians
· Division of power between three brothers:
· Zeus: the sky
· Poseidon: the seas
· Hades: the underworld
· Assigns various powers to other gods
· His dividing of powers shows that he is more fair than his predecessors
· Lives on Mount Olympus

Zeus’ Wives:
1. Metis (Cleverness) → Athena
2. Themis (Law, custom) → Dike (Justice)
3. Eurynome → Graces
4. Demeter (sister) → Persephone
5. Mnemosyne → Muses
6. Leto → Apollo and Artemis
7. Hera → Ares, Hebe (youthful beauty), and Eileithyia (goddess of childbirth)
· Hera is the queen of the gods
· The fact that one of his first wives is Themis means that he cares about Justice

Ovid
· March 20th 43 BCE-17/18 CE
· Prolific poet
· Wrote Fasti, the myth of festivals
· Also wrote the Heroides, which were fictional poems/letters written by female gods to their lovers
· Wrote in the reign of Augustus
· Some view his works as challenging supreme power and authority because he usually portrays Zeus in a negative light
· He was sent into exile by Augustus
· The Art of Love- how to pick up prostitutes, Augustus didn’t like this because he was trying to promote family values

Metamorphoses
· Invocation of the gods
· The whole book is a bunch of transformations

Ovid’s Cosmogony
· Starts similar to Hesiod, but for Ovid, Chaos was a crude and unformed mass of elements in strife, and not a silent void like Hesiod thought
· An unnamed god ends the strife by separating land from sky and sea from land and molded earth to be round
· Heaven takes the highest region, then air, then earth which is heavier
· Influenced by nature, which was common for his time

Prometheus and the Creation of Humans
Prometheus - Prometheus Bound, Aeschylus 
· Name means “forethought”
· He was a Titan, but took Zeus’ side
· A good Titan
· Like to cause trouble
· Son of Iapetos of Clymene or Themis, brother of Atlas and Epimetheus
· The playwright made Themis his mother because Zeus is unjust in the play, and Prometheus is being punished for being a good guy
· At Mekone, Prometheus set out bone covered in fat and meat covered in hide. This is first sacrifice and etiology for why bones are burnt in offering to gods
· Prometheus slaughters an ox and smothers the leg bone in fat to make it look good. He took the actually good parts of the meat and put it in a hide
· Zeus says he has divided it unfairly because one is really good and one is really bad.
· Hesiod tells us that Zeus knew the trick that was going on and purposefully fell for it
· Zeus took the bone and that left the meat for the humans
· Prometheus really liked humans, but the gods thought they were pests
· To punish Prometheus, Zeus takes fire away from the humans
· In retaliation Prometheus steals fire in a  fennel stalk
· Fire represents technology. Advancement in society relies on fire
· Zeus takes away the fire because he was afraid of the humans becoming too advanced
· In Athens there was a torch race in Prometheus’ honour
· Zeus is upset that Prometheus stole fire, in punishment Zeus gave them females

Pandora
· Zeus ordered Hephaestus to create Pandora as “an affliction for mankind to set against fire,” “an affliction in which they will delight as they embrace their own misfortune”
· Pandora is pretty but brings doom
· Pandora means all gifts, because she receives a bunch of gifts from the gods
· She got weaving from Athena
· Grace, desire and anguish from Aphrodite
· Hermes gave her “a bitch’s mind and knavish nature”
· Given to Prometheus’s brother Epimetheus
· Prometheus told Epimetheus not to accept any gifts from Zeus, but he didn’t listen and made Pandora his wife
· Pandora is bad because of her jar, which is full of evils
· She opens it and unleashes all the miseries and sorrows for men
· Only hope remains in the jar because Zeus told her to close it before it escaped
· The jar is symbolic of women: brings evil but there is still a bit of hope
· That hope is children
· Women were evil because you had to be constantly working in order to care for them
· In Prometheus Bound the hope is that you don’t know when they are going to die

Prometheus’s Punishment
· Prometheus Bound
· Chained to rocks
· Prometheus can’t be killed because he is immortal (Titan)
· An eagle comes everyday to eat his liver
· The play opens with Prometheus just being bound
· Aeschylus is the first 3 of the famous playwrights
· He was the first playwright to have have 3 speaking actors on stage
· He was a very traditional playwright
· It is possible that he didn’t write this play because in his other works he promotes Zeus in a positive light
· Very different picture of Zeus than in Hesiod
· Zeus is also a tyrant when Io comes along. He turns her into a cow in order to prevent Hera from finding out that Zeus slept with her. Aeschylus mentions this just to show how tyrannical Zeus was
· Heracles was a descendant of Io, who would eventually release Prometheus
· Prometheus also mentions that Zeus will have a son that will overpower him. Prometheus will only tell Zeus how to prevent this if he release him
· This shows that Zeus had the same paranoia that his dad and grandfather had. However he know that eventually Zeus becomes a better ruler because he releases Prometheus
· He also tells Io that eventually she will become human again

Week 3

Olympians
· Older generation children of Kronos and Rhea
· Younger generation children of Zeus (mostly)
· Live on Mount Olympus
· Anthropomorphic : human form, the gods look and act like humans

12 Olympians
· Zeus
· Poseidon
· (Hades)
· Hera
· Demeter
· (Hestia)
· Ares
· Aphrodite
· Athena
· Hermes
· Apollo
· Artemis
· Hephaistos
· Dionysus
· To be considered an Olympian, you have to live in mt. Olympus. Hades lives in the underworld. Hestia → doesn’t have any myths

Homer
· C. 8th century BCE
· Iliad and the Odyssey
· Epic poems
· Oral poetry

Homeric Hymns
· NOT written by Homer, just in his style
· Anonymous authors
· Earliest c.7th century BCE
· Not epic poems
· Written to honour the gods

Zeus/Jupiter (Jove)
· King of Olympus
· Youngest/oldest child of Kronos and Rhea
· Timai: sky, justice, oaths, xenia (Baucis and Philemon) (spiritual institution in the Greek world, when you travel, you can go to anyone’s house and treat guests well), supplication
· Symbols : thunderbolt, eagle, aegis
· Epithets: father of gods and men, cloud-gatherer, loud-thundering, aegis-bearing, wide-browed, far seeing

Hera/Juno
· Main wife of Zeus, queen of Olympus
· Timai: marriage
· Symbol: peacock
· Epithets: oxy-eyed, golden-throned
· Mother of Ares/Mars, Hebe and Eileithyia (with Zeus), and Hephaestus (sometimes through parthenogenesis)
· Rebellion vs. Zeus

Tiresias
· Zeus and Hera’s joke about who enjoy sex more, and ask Tiresias
· One day, Tiresias saw two snakes copulating, he poked them with a stick, and he turned into a woman, and later he poked it again and became a man
· Tiresias says women enjoy sex more. Hera gets angry at him so she makes him blind
· Zeus feels bad so he gives him the power of prophecy (sight)
· First prophecy: Narcissus

Io
· Nymph
· Daughter of the river, Inachus
· Zeus appears as a dark cloud and rapes Io
· Scared of Hera, Zeus turns Io into a beautiful heifer
· Hera sets 100-eyed Argus, as the watchman over Io
· Zeus finally sends Mercury/Hermes to help Io
· Hermes puts Argus to sleep and kills him
· Juno puts eyes on her bird to honour Argus → peacocks
· Io is then pursu
· ed by frightful furies to the Nile
· Zeus promises not to have a relationship with Io again, to stop Hera from hunting Io down

Ganymede
· Beautiful boy from Troy
· Zeus takes the form of an eagle, and steals Ganymede
· Makes Ganymede ageless and immortal
· Cupbearer for the gods → pouring drinks for the gods




Iphis and Ianthe
· In Crete, a man named Ligdus, who is so poor, he tells his wife to kill their newborn if it’s a girl, because girls are too expensive to raise, with dowries and stuff
· When his wife, Telethusa gives birth to a daughter. She wants to protect her, so she tells the nurse to trick Ligdus and tells him it’s a boy [Athena’s idea]
· Ligdus names the girl Iphis, which works for a girl or a boy
· Ligdus picks out a bride for Iphis, Ianthe
· Iphis and Ianthe fall in love with each other, but Ianthe has no idea that Iphis is a girl
· Telethusa keep pushing the wedding back pretending to be sick
· Eventually Telethusa goes to the temple of Isis and prays for Iphis to become a boy
· Isis turns Iphis into a boy. Iphis and Ianthe get married the next day

Poseidon/Neptune
· “We are three brothers, whom Rhea bore to Cronus, Zeus, myself, and Hades, lord of the dead. Divided up the universe into equal shares. When we shook the lots, I got the grey sea as my eternal domain, Hades, the nether gloom, Zeus, the broad sky with clouds and bright air. Earth and high olympus remain common to all”
· Timai: sea, earthquakes
· Symbols: trident, bull, horse
· Epithets: earth-shaker, tamer of horses
· Contest for Athens
· Walls of Troy: built the walls of Troy with Apollo

Hades/Pluto
· Pluto “wealthy one”
· Timai: underworld, death, the dead, burial rites
· Symbols: cap of invisibility, cornucopia
· Epithets: Aidoneus “the invisible one”, lord of many, receiver of many

Demeter/Ceres
· Sister/wife of Zeus
· Timai: agriculture, fertility
· Symbols: grain, snakes, cornucopia
· Epithets: fair-haired, lady Deo, river of fine gifts, bringer of seasons
· Mother of Persephone (Kore)

Rape of Persephone (Proserpina) 
· Persephone picking flowers (symbolizes the lost of innocence and virginity)
· Earth made the narcissus flower to entice Persephone
· Permission given by Zeus, arranged a marriage
· Hades kidnapped Persephone
· Hecate hears and Helios/Sun sees, and they tell Demeter what happened

Demeter in Eleusis (Homeric Hymns)
· Demeter withdraws from the gods, goes to Eleusis in disguise
· Daughters of Keleos talk to Demeter, and offer to let her nurse their baby brother
· Metaneira, wife of Keleos, notices Demeter’s disguise, she appeared taller, shiny, beautiful, and smells nice
· Iambe, another slave in the household, tries to console Demeter by showing her genitals
· Demophon, son of Keleos: Demeter nurses and tries to make Demophoon immortal. She gives the baby god food, and hides him in the fire. He grows quickly from it
· One night, Metaneira catches Demeter putting Demophoon in the fire. Demeter gets angry and throws the baby on the ground. She yells at Metaneira for being ignorant
· Etiology of Eleusinian mysteries: a cult centre, built a temple for Demeter

Death and Rebirth
· Demeter completely withdraws from the world. She withdraws from humans and the gods
· God need sacrifices from humans
· Iris, messenger of the gods (rainbow), talks to Demeter and offers her gifts, but she rejects them
· Zeus sends Hermes to Hades, to get Persephone back because he’s the only god who could cross the boundary between the upperworld and underworld
· Hades’s trick: gives Persephone pomegranate seeds. Because she ate food from the underworld, she now belongs there. Compromise to spend part of the year in the underworld, and part of the year with her mother
· Pomegranate: symbolizes marriage, and loss of virginity
· Demeter and Persephone get a special cult for them
· “I will be mindful of you and another song”

Ovid’s version: Pluto and Proserpine
· Sicily on top of Typhon, caused a lot of trouble, Hades (Pluto) is nervous and afraid that Typhon would cause an earthquake, letting sunlight through the cracks and shake up the ghosts
· Venus sees Pluto and expands her domain. Tells cupid.arrow to attack Pluto, that causes Pluto to rape Proserpine
· Water nymph Cyane, sees Pluto stealing Proserpine, and tries to stop him because he didn’t have Proserpine and her mother’s permission. Pluto takes his ceptor and drives a hole through Cyane → rape of Cyane. She dissolves into a pool of tears
· Ceres goes to Sicily disguised as an old woman, encounters Cyane, who then shows her what happened to Proserpine
· Sirens: young girls who were with Proserpine and tried to find her, turned into birds so they could cross land and sea

Similar themes between the two versions
· Relationship between mother and daughter
· A god being upset/her domain being stepped on

Triptolemus
· Sometimes son of Celeus and Metaneira
· Human, priest
· Spreads the word of agriculture: hero associated with agriculture
· Represents life on earth
· Traveled to kingdom of Scythia with seeds from Ceres as a gift. King Lyncus was jealous; wanted the seeds (was going to kill Triptolemus) but Ceres intervenes and turns Lyncus into a lynx (etiology) 

Hestia/Vesta
· Oldest and youngest of children of Cronos and Rhea
· Timai: home, household, hearth
· Symbols: the hearth, veil, kettle
· One of the three virgin goddess with Athena and Artemis
· Vestal Virgins


Week 4

Ares/Mars
· Son of Zeus and Hera
· Doesn’t have a lot of myths
· Timai: violent warfare, bloodshed
· Symbols: armour, dog, vulture
· Rhea Silvia: roman girl, her uncle made her a vestal virgin. Ares likes Rhea Silvia, and she became pregnant with twins. Her uncle tried to imprison her and kill her babies. The servant/the killer didn’t kill the twins, so he put them in the tidal river.
· Romulus and Remus

Apollo
· Twin with Artemis, parents are Zeus and Leto/Latona
· Timai: music, prophecyx, medicine
· Symbols: bow and arrow, lyre, laurel, the sun
· Epithets: far-darter, phoibos/phoebus, lord of the silver bow, Cynthian, Delian, Pythian, Delphinios
· Followers: Muses

Birth of Apollo
· Born on the island Delos, where there was an important sanctuary to Apollo
· Leto tries to find a land to give birth, no land wanted to because they’re afraid of Hera. She finally finds island Delos and promises to build a sanctuary for Apollo → Delos will be honoured because of Apollo
· Hera held back her daughter Eileithyia, who is the goddess of childbirth, so Leto couldn’t give birth
· Leto sends Iris, the messenger god, to talk to Eileithyia and bribe her with a necklace, helped Leto gave birth to Apollo and Artemis
· Apollo was born fully grown, his first words were him declaring the power he had: “may the lyre and the curving bow be possessions to call my own, and for humans let me proclaim the unerring counsel of Zeus”
· Etiology for Apollo’s worship on Delos

Apollo at Delphi
· His timai is prophecy so he’s looking for a place to set up his oracle and temple and whatnot

· he stops at Telphousa (a spring, and a nymph). It’s her place so she doesn’t want him to build his temple thought. convinces him that Mt Parnassus is better, knowing full well what is at Mt Parnassus (a monster, a dragoness Pytho).Pytho was raised by Typhaon (monster that was created through parthenogenesis by Hera, similar monster to Typhon, she does it because she wants to get revenge for Zeus giving birth to Athena).
Apollo kills Pytho and now he can build his temple there. but he’s mad at Telphousa for tricking him and sending him to a trap so he hides her streams and basically takes her land and makes it so she can’t be honoured because she doesn’t have her throne anymore.

· Pytho, being both female and a snake, can be seen as a cathonic goddess, and some see this defeat by Apollo as males taking over religion?? Apollo doesn’t just represent male patriarchy but also order and reason 

· so now he has the place where he’s going to run his temple but needs priests to run it. He presents himself to Cretan sailors as a dolphin and guides the priests to Crissa (where the temple’s going to be). He lists on their way to Crissa all the places in Greece that they passed probably because his sanctuary is a panhellenic site, this served everybody. people from all over greece would come to this temple. it wasn’t just a temple to Apollo, it was an oracle.

· omphalos—the stone that’s given to Kronos instead of Zeus. legend has it that this stone was a Delphi where this sanctuary was set up. people from all over the ancient world would come to talk to the Oracle. centre of the world almost.

· Pythia was the special priestess that would deliver the oracle (named after Pytho). she’d deliver the cryptic message in poetry form to the asker, like riddles they’d have to figure out

Apollo and Daphne
· In Ovid, Apollo had just killed the Pytho, and he boasts that he was a better archer than Cupid
· Cupid shoots him with an arrow, makes him fall in love with Daphne. He then shoots Daphne with a lead arrow, making her hate Apollo
· Love affairs never go well for Apollo
· Daphne is a nymph, daughter of the river Peneus
· She asks for help, he turns her hair and fingers into leaves, and her bottom turns into the trunk. Apollo takes her leaves and makes a crown out of it [the laurel wreath]

Apollo and Hyacinth
· Hyacinth, a mortal from Sparta, beautiful boy
· Loved by Apollo and Zephyr (west wind)
· Hyacinth chose to be with Apollo
· One day both of them got naked and were exercising, playing with the discus
· The discus bounces up off the ground and hits Hyacinth/ in some versions Zephyr is jealous and causes the discus to hit him
· From the blood, it flows into the grass, and turns into a Hyacinth flower
· “Ai ai ai”

Hermes/Mercury
· Son of Zeus and nymph Maia
· Messenger of the gods, psychopompos: he brings the dead souls to hades, the only one who could cross the boundaries to the underworld
· Trickster god
· Timai: travel, boundaries, thieves
· Symbols: caduceus, traveller’s hat and cloak
· Epithets: slayer of Argus, Argeiphontes, Kyllenian`

Baby Hermes
· Born to Maia, born in a cave
· She avoids company of a god
· He takes the tortoise pass the boundary, killed it and scooped out all his inside, and left his shell. Uses ox horn and the shell to make a lyre/harp
· Sings a song using the lyre, and sings about Zeus and his reunion with Maia
· Hermes steals Apollo’s cattle, sacrifices two of them, and cut out 12 pieces
· Goes back to his cradle, his mother catches him and he says he deserves sacrifice and to be honoured
· Apollo goes to his cave and yells at baby Hermes, who was pretending to be asleep. Saying “I was literally born yesterday”
· Apollo picks up Hermes, Hermes farts and sneezes. Apollo is disgusted and dropped him. They take this to Zeus
· “Sent out an omen, the brazen labouring man of his belly, a wicked messenger…”
· Hermes gives Apollo the Lyre, and Apollo gives Hermes his cattle
· He invents the reed pipe

Athena/Minerva
· Daughter of Zeus and Metis (Zeus’s first wife, he swallowed her)
· One of the 3 virgin goddesses with Artemis and Hestia
· Masculine because she was a virgin
· Patron deity of Athens
· Timai: strategic war, weaving, craft, metis (cleverness)
· Symbols: owl, aegis, olive tree, usually wearing a helmet, armour
· Epithets: Pallas, defender of cities, grey-eyed, parthenos

Birth of Athena
· Zeus conquered the titans, and married his first wife, Metis
· Gaia gave him a prophecy → a child by Metis will be very wise, so wise that it could be threatening to Zeus’s position
· Zeus swallowed Metis before she could have the child
· One day, after he swallowed Metis, he got a headache, and it was so bad he got Hephaestus to open his head with a hammer, and Athena comes out in full armour
· Not considered a threat anymore because she’s a woman

Hera’s Revenge
· Angry at Zeus “giving birth”
· In revenge, she tried to give birth on her own
· Creates Hephaestus through parthenogenesis
· Since she’s not Gaia, she couldn’t give birth through parthenogenesis properly
· She disliked him and threw him out
· Second attempt she created: Typhaon

Athena vs Poseidon 
· Athens: such a nice city, both Athena and Poseidon wanted to be especially worshipped by the people
· Had a contest to see who would get Athens and be honoured
· Poseidon takes his triton and strikes the earth, and a water spring comes up, however, it was not fresh water
· Athena gives them the olive tree
· Zeus was the judge and stated that the olive tree was more helpful
· Athena won, had a temple and a statue dedicated to her in Athens

Hephaestus/Vulcan
· Son of Hera sometimes through parthenogenesis and sometimes with Zeus in Homer
· “Withered of foot” → handicapped, can’t walk properly
· Always made fun of by other gods
· Flung from Olympus, to Lemnos or into the sea and nurtured by Thetis, mother of Hercules (Homerican)
· Married to Aphrodite
· Timai: metalwork, craftmanship, fire, volcanoes
· Symbols: anvil, forge, tongs, fire
· Epithets: the lame god, renowned craftsman
· Erichthonius (eris or erion and chthon): Hephaestus got drunk one time, and Poseidon convinced him to make Athena his wife. Because he was drunk, he tries to rape Athena in her sleep. He ejaculated on her thigh, she wiped it off with a piece of wool and throws it on the ground → Erichthonius. He is a human sprung from the earth: autochthonous. He also becomes king of Athens. Athena nursed him and gave him to the daughter of the king of Athens at the moment in a chest

Coronis and Apollo
· Apollo liked this girl Coronis, as long as she was chaste (faithful)
· She had a white raven looking after her, found out she was unfaithful, and wanted to tell Apollo
· A crow stopped the white raven. It was Athena’s watcher. It tells the white raven a story about he seeing the daughter of the king of Athens open Erihcthonius’s chest, and he was the one who told Athena about it, the crow was punished
· The crow tells another story about how she was a princess and was chased by a sea god, Athena turned her into a crow
· The raven didn’t care, and told Apollo about Coronis’s infidelity anyway, and it got punished by getting turnt black
· Apollo shoots Coronis with an arrow and as she was dying she tells him she was pregnant
· Apollo regrets it immediately, and takes the baby out of Coronis, which became Aschlepius

Artemis/Diana
· Apollo’s sister
· Born on Delos or Ortygia
· One of the 3 virgin goddesses with Athena and Hestia
· Masculine aspects because she was a virgin
· Timai: the hunt, wild animals, associated with childbirth because she offers protection, young womanhood
· Symbols: bow and arrow for hunting, stag, the moon (often would be wearing a crown with a crescent moon on it), hunting dogs
· Epithets: Brauronia (Brauron is a place not far from Athens, where Athenians would send their little girls dressed up as bears to join a festival, for girls before puberty), Potnia Theron (Queen of Beasts)

Callisto
· Artemis is often seen with a posse, usually young girls
· Callisto is a nymph, or daughter of Lycaon
· Part of Artemis’s band → needs to be a virgin
· Zeus fancies Callisto, he comes in disguise as Artemis and rapes her
· Callisto tries to remain a member of the group so she hides it. 
· She becomes pregnant and couldn’t hide it anymore. One day when the group is bathing, Callisto didn’t want to take off her clothes, the group saw she was pregnant, and banished her from the group
· Hera, always being jealous, is not happy with Callisto and her son. She beats up Callisto, holds her until she begs for mercy. The mercy given to her was she was turned into a bear
· 16 years later, Callisto’s son, Arcas is out hunting one day, comes across the bear, and is about to kill her. Callisto recognizes him. Zeus feels bad so he turns both Callisto and Arcas into constellations
· Hera is not happy with this because being turned into constellations is an honour. She asked the ocean to never let Callisto touch the water
· Etiology for Ursa Major and Minor → Ursa Major never touches the ocean

Actaeon
· Grandson of Cadmus
· Son of Autonoe
· He stumbles upon Artemis and her group bathing one day
· She punishes him, throws water from her pool at him, and says “now tell if you can”, turns him into a stag, and his hunting dogs finds him and takes him down and rips him apart
· Common theme in Ovid: punishment by gods is usually the loss of the power of speech

Hippolytus - Euripides 
· Hippolytus, son of Theseus, king of Athens by an Amazonian mother (illegitimate) 
· Theseus’ wife Phaedra is forced to fall in love with Hippolytus because of Aphrodite 
· Hippolytus refuses to honour Aphrodite because of his worship to Artemis, which Aphrodite punishes him for 
· Phaedra writes a note that she committed suicide because Hippolytus raped her 
· Theseus, horrified, prays to his own father Poseidon to kill his son. Athena reveals the truth
· Hippolytus is a unique hero because of his devotion to Artemis 


Week 5: Aphrodite

Aphrodite/Venus
· Born from castrated genitals of Ouranos OR daughter of Zeus and Dione
· Married to Hephaestus
· Mother of Eros sometimes, Aeneas, Hermaphroditus, Priapus
· Timai: love, sexual desire, beauty, reproduction
· Natural fertility (grass grew around her feet when she was born)
· Symbol: swan, dove, flowers
· Epithets: Kytherea (where she was born?), Cypriote (sanctuary for her there), laughter-loving, lover of smiles
· Followers: Eros/Cupid, Charites/Graces
· Graces just pretty naked women
· Gods are upset that Aphrodite is making them sleep with mortals

Aphrodite and Ankhises
· Mortals are gross to the gods, especially female goddesses and male mortals
· Social hierarchy of the sexes
· Man is supposed to be in the superior position, which doesn’t work when it’s a mortal man and a goddess
· Degrading for a goddess to sleep with mortal man
· Gods claim that Aphrodite is making all of them sleep around and making fun of them
· Zeus uses her power against her and makes her fall in love with a mortal
· Similar to Demeter where Zeus encroaches on goddesses power except this time Zeus is actually uses Aphrodite’s own power against her
· Zeus makes Aphrodite fall in love with a Trojan man named Anchises who lives on Mt. Ida
· Aphrodite wants to sleep with him and prepares herself (similar to how Hera prepared herself to seduce Zeus)
· Goes to Paphos on Cyprus to be bathed and prepared by the Graces before going to meet Anchises on Mt. Ida. He thinks she’s a goddess because she’s too pretty, but Aphrodite tells a long, elaborate lie about Hermes kidnapping her, a follower of Artemis (a virgin). Hermes dropped her here and said she was destined to be his wife.
· He knows bad things happen to people who sleep with gods and goddesses, which was why he was hesitant to sleep with her; men end up emasculated because of the power dynamic
· They sleep together and then Aphrodite reveals herself as a goddess – smell nice, are tall (her head touches the threshold), they emit a light, and they are beautiful. Aphrodite is no longer under Zeus’ spell, and immediately regrets sleeping with him. She tells him nothing bad will happen to him and he will be honoured by the gods:
· Ganymede who becomes eternal cup-bearer
· Tros was the father of Ganymede who had no idea what happened to his son. Eventually the gods felt bad for him and gave him special horses
· Dawn and Tithonos – Dawn the goddess fell in love with a Trojan mortal named Tithonos. She asked Zeus to make Tithonos immortal, but the gods are not just immortal, but ageless as well. Tithonos was made immortal, but he still aged. Because he aged but was still immortal, so he eventually just wasted away and turned into a voice, or a cricket/cicada (bones rubbing together).
· Aeneas/Aineias their son – Aphrodite names him that because it’s similar to the word “dreadful”. Aphrodite says she will give her mortal son to the nymphs to raise, and then she will bring the boy to Anchises so he can have a son, and a lineage that will never end
· The Caesars claimed to be descendants of this line
· In other versions, he is threatened if he ever tells the truth about sleeping with Aphrodite. Sometimes he tells someone when he’s older and gets struck by Zeus’ thunderbolt.
· He never has any other children, so in a sense he is emasculated
 
Motherly Protection
· Aeneas fighting in the battle of Troy on Horses of Tros
· Diomedes helped by Athena to allow him to see and cause damage to the gods
· Son of Tydeus
· Aeneas and Diomedes fighting a one on one battle
· Aphrodite steps in to help her son and gets cut by Diomedes, bleeding Ichor everywhere. She freaks out and drops her son, but Apollo takes him away in a dark cloud before anything can happen to him
· Iris leads Aphrodite to Ares to borrow his chariot to take Aphrodite to Olympus
· She cries to her mother Dione (she has a mother in this myth) and gets made fun of by Zeus and the others for trying to interfere in war
 
Aphrodite and Ares
· Aphrodite’s lover is Ares
· Hephaistos was given Aphrodite as a wife to stop all the quarrelling over her
· Helios (sun) is the only one who sees everything, so he has seen the affair. He tells Hephaistos about what his wife is doing.
· Hephaistos wants to get back at them so he makes a thin, chain-like net and sets it up. He says he’s off to Lemnos and Aphrodite calls Ares over. When they’re in bed together, the net comes down and traps them in their position. Hephaistos comes back and calls the other gods with him to come see them trapped together.
· Pornographic
· Poseidon convinces Hephaistos to let them go
· Ares and Aphrodite run off and
· They have 4 children together
· Phobos (Panic), Deimos (fear), Harmonia, and Eros
 
Venus’ Revenge
· Aphrodite chooses to punish Helios for telling on her
· Makes Helios fall in love with Leucothoe, daughter of Eurynome
· Helios disguises himself as her mother and kisses her, then he reveals himself as a god.
· “Her very fear enhanced her grace”
· He appears in his true form and she gives in and sleeps with him
· A water nymph named Clytie used to be Helios’ lover and is jealous, so she tells Leucothoe’s father what happened.
· Leucothoe’s father buries her alive in the sand because she’s now ruined. Helios tries to save her but she dies anyways, and a frankincense bush grows in her place.
· Helios is angry with Clytie and refuses to see her anymore. She is very upset and sits and watches Helios all day and eventually wastes away into a sunflower.
 
Pygmalion
· He thinks all women are tainted whores
· Makes a statue of a female that is much more beautiful than any woman, and falls in love with it.
· On Festival for Venus on Cyprus, he gives an offering to her and prays for a wife that is a living likeliness of the statue
· Venus takes pity on him and turns his statue into a real human woman - Galatea
· They have a daughter named Paphos
· George Bernard Shaw has a play called Pygmalion; plot of My Fair Lady
 
Myrrha and Cinyras
· Ovid tells us one of the Furies makes Myrrha fall in love to not upset the Emperor at the time, who claimed to be descendant of Aphrodite, so Aphrodite wasn’t responsible for it
· Cinyras son of Paphos
· Fury made Myrrha fall in love with her own father Cinyras and refuses every suitor that comes
· Myrrha tries to hang herself and a servant comes by and saves her. She finds out why she almost killed herself
· The servant tells Cinyras that she will bring a young servant from the village to sleep with him. In darkness, she actually bring Myrrha to sleep with him. Cinyras hides a lamp one day to see her and is so disgusted that he tried to kill her.
· Myrrha runs away and wants to die, but is also afraid of death because what she did was so wrong. The gods hear her cries for help and turn her into a tree
· Myrrha was pregnant and eventually, as a tree, splits open and gives birth to Adonis
· Aphrodite takes Adonis to Persephone for her to foster the child. Persephone raises Adonis as her own
· Aphrodite wants Adonis but Persephone won’t give him up, so they fight over him until they come to an agreement. He spends 1/3 with Aphrodite, 1/3 with Persephone, and then a 1/3 with whomever he wants – he chooses Aphrodite to spend it with.
· Cupid grazes Aphrodite with an arrow and she falls in love with Adonis and they become lovers. She’s nervous about this because Adonis is a hunter and a mortal and she’s afraid he’s going to get hurt
· Adonis gets killed by a boar on a hunt – in some myths Artemis sends the board because she’s jealous of his hunting ability, and in some Ares sends it because he’s jealous of Adonis
· An anemone grows where he dies
· He goes to the underworld, and Aphrodite and Persephone end up sharing him again
· Mystery religions associated with life and death
 
Hermaphroditus
· Son of Hermes and Aphrodite
· Leaves Mt. Ida for another place in the east and comes across a clear, shiny pool that he wants to swim in.
· Salmacis, the nymph of the pool, sees Hermaphroditus while picking flowers and wants him. He has no interest because he’s young and doesn’t understand love or anything yet. He strips down and dives into the pool and she jumps him, praying that they will never be apart. The gods listen and so they become one, half man and half woman.
· Hermaphroditus is not happy with this, and so he prays to his parents that whoever enter the pool will suffer the same fate as him
 
Philosophy of Love
· Plato’s Symposium (drinking party)
· Agathon the host
· Follower of Socrates – socratic dialogues
· These dialogues were written as part of conversations of a symposium
· Pausanias, lover of Agathon
· Uranian Love VS Pandemian Love – two different Aphrodites, therefore there are two different Eros’ (“loves”)
· What is the nature of love? Guests at the symposium gave their version of what love was
· Uranian Aphrodite born from castrated genitals of Kronos
· Noble love, special, not everyone has it
· Because she doesn’t have parents, she is associated with male love
· Intellectual love
· Pandemian (“of all people”) Aphrodite born from Zeus and Dione
· Common love, what everyone has
· Because she’s born of a man and woman the way everyone else is, it represents procreative sense
· Base love

· Aristophanes
· Comedic playwright
· Also a character in this
· Made up myth about three sexes of humans – male, female, and both. they all had two heads, four arms, four legs. They decided to challenge Olympus and as punishment they were cut in half so all humans had one head, two arms, and two legs. Love is us looking for our “missing half” and we spend our whole life looking for our other half.
· Men who love men come from the sun (male), women who love women come from the earth (female), and men and women who love each other came from the moon (androgynous)
· Socrates
· Eros is the child of Poros (Resources) and Penia (Poverty)
· Poros falls asleep at a party, and Penia takes advantage of him and ends up giving birth to Eros from that union
·  A way to explain the nature of love – sometimes you have an abundance and it’s great, sometimes you have nothing and it’s horrible

Week 6: Dionysus, Hubris, and a Few Good Humans

Echo and Narcissus
· Prophecy (came from Tiresias)about Narcissus that he would live a long life as long as he wouldn’t see himself
· A nymph called Echo was cursed to only repeat the words of others by Hera. One day Echo distracted Hera from finding out about Zeus sleeping around and punished her
· Hera’s punishment
· Echo fell in love with Narcissus when she saw him in the forest. He calls out to her and she comes forward and throws herself on him, but he isn’t interested in girls at all
· He doesn’t love her so she pines away in a cave and eventually wastes away and just becomes a voice – Etiology for the echo
· Another nymph curses Narcissus so he will feel love that can’t be returned because he isn’t interested in any of the other nymphs
· Nemesis is the goddess of retribution (punishes wrongdoing, but not in a just sense. Retribution for Hubris). She fulfills the nymph’s wish and makes him have a love that can’t be returned, by making Narcissus fall in love with himself.
· Narcissus sees his reflection in a pond and falls in love with himself, staying there forever and gazing at himself and wastes away until he becomes the narcissus flower; sometimes he becomes a flower, sometimes he actually dies and a flower grows in his place (if he dies, he still stares at his reflection in the river Styx on the way to the underworld)
· Etiology for narcissus flower

Pyramus and Thisbe
· Human neighbors in Babylon
· Their parents didn’t want them to be together so they communicated through a small crack in their families property walls
· They decide to meet at Ninus’ tomb so they can run away and be together
· Thisbe got there first and saw a lion so she ran away and hid in a cave. When Pyramus got to the tomb, he found the torn shawl she had dropped and thought she had been killed by the lion. He is so upset that he falls on his sword and killed himself.
· Thisbe returns, sees that he fell on his sword, so then she grabs his sword and also falls on his sword as well
· Romeo and Juliet

Byblis
· Human woman who was in love with her twin brother Caunus
· She knew it was wrong so she never acted on it, she only fantasized about it
· She prayed to Venus and Cupid
· One day, she can’t take it anymore and gives her brother a letter that explains her feelings. He is disgusted and yells at the servant who delivered the letter
· She pursues him but he leaves one day. She’s driven crazy by her love and searches everywhere for him
· She drops from exhaustion, and the naiads try to comfort her but she is inconsolable. She cries until she turns into a spring

Dionysus/Bacchus (Liber)
· Liber is a Greek word that means free; Liber was probably the old Roman myths before they assimilated with Greek mythology
· Son of Zeus and Semele
· Only Olympian with a human parent
· Timai: wine, ecstasy (comes from Greek word to stand out; frenzy when you stand outside of yourself), ivy, fluids (milk, blood), animal and vegetable nature
· Sort of like a fertility god; more like wild nature than cultivated nature
· Symbols: vine, grapes, ivy, thursys, panther, lion, bull
· Followers: maenads/bacchants (wild, unkempt female followers), satyr
· Often depicted with other people

Priapus
· Son of Aphrodite and Dionysus
· Rustic god of fertility and vegetable bounty
· Rustic, depicted in rural areas
· Highly phallic, shown with a huge penis because he’s the son of two fertility gods
· In the Ancient world, there were penises everywhere – penis wind chimes, penis statues that you would rub for good luck
· Bludgeoned a donkey to death w/ his enormous penis 
· Aphrodite was cursed by Hera, because Priam judged Aphrodite to be the prettiest:
· As a result, Priapus was cursed with impotence, ugliness, etc. 

Semele
· Dionysus is the only Olympian who has a mortal parent
· Semele is the human mother of Dionysus
· Daughter of Cadmus (human Hero) and Harmonia (daughter of Ares and Aphrodite)
· Zeus would visit her every night
· Hera is jealous and takes it out on Semele. She’s very upset that Semele is pregnant with Zeus’ child so she disguises herself as an old woman and visits her
· Semele confesses to Hera, as her nurse, that she doesn’t think he’s actually Zeus. Hera tells her to ask for proof by asking to see him as a god
· Next time Zeus visits Semele and she makes him promise to do something for her. He swears on the Styx that he will do whatever she wants and then she asks him to come to her as he does to Hera (i.e. appear in his true form)
· Zeus tries to change her mind, but she doesn’t believe that he is Zeus. His true form is too much for a human to handle, so she self-combusts at the sight of him. Zeus snatches up the baby as she’s dying and sticks it in his thigh until the baby is ready to come to term
· Dionysus is given to Semele’s sister, Ino, to be raised
· As he gets older he’s raised by the nymphs of Nysa in the East
· Dionysus is sort of gender fluid

Tyrrhenian Pirates
· Homeric hymn
· Dionysus has to work his way up to Olympus, similar to Hermes
· Very powerful from the beginning, but he has to work for acceptance and worship among humans, rather than honour among the gods
· Dionysus is disguised as a young, pretty human man. He’s usually depicted as so pretty that he almost appears as a woman if not for his genitals. Pirates see him on the shore so they bring him aboard and tie him up
· He is wearing purple, a symbol of wealth and royalty so the pirates kidnap him for ransom. The steersman say that he’s a god and protests, but the pirates don’t listen to him and deny who his is
· Dionysus’ chains fall off as feathers, vines and wine start flowing everywhere, and the smell of ambrosia fills the air. Dionysus turns into a lion and rips apart the pirate captain
· The other pirates jump off the ship in fear and turned into dolphins
· The steersman who believed he was a god is saved and had good fortune for the rest of his life
· Dionysus is very good to those who follow him, but very horrible to those who don’t

Pentheus
· Grandson of Cadmus
· Cousin of Dionysus
· Son of Echion, a spartoi, and Agave (another daughter of Cadmus)
· King of Thebes because Cadmus didn’t have any sons
· Dionysus is coming from the East (known for being uncivilized barbarians), and tends to bring chaos and orgy (not necessarily sexual) with him, sending everything to shit in a drunken haze
· Orderly man, opposite of Dionysus, is set against it and doesn’t participate in the orgy, thereby not respecting Dionysus
· Tiresias (blind prophet who has been a man and a woman) warns him for being stupid and blind and not participating in the celebration. He tells him to worship Dionysus or he’s going to be in trouble
· Dionysus shows up with everyone, with music and dancing and drinking, and it appalls Pentheus. He tells Dionysus that he isn’t a god and denies that Zeus is his father and his mother was just a slut who had sex out of wedlock.
· Dionysus is brought to Pentheus in chains (symbolism of chaining up primal instincts). Dionysus is dressed very feminine and disgusts Pentheus. Another follower comes in chains and tells Pentheus the story of the Homeric Hymn but slightly different where Dionysus shows up in his true form and brings big cats to tear the captain apart
· Intertextuality of Homeric Hymn in Ovid
· The chains fall off the follower, but Pentheus still doesn’t believe Dionysus is a god, maintaining willful ignorance
· Willful ignorance is punishable
· Pentheus is dead set against everything, but he still wants to spy on the followers. In some versions he dresses as a woman to spy on them. His mother spots him in a frenzied trance, and thinks he’s a boar and calls all the other Bacchants to go and hunt him
· The Bacchants all attack him and is torn apart by all the women, including his mother and sister
· Sparagmos is the Greek word for being torn apart
· Autonoe, another daughter of Cadmus, is one of his aunts and Agave; Ino was the only one who was spared because she raised Dionysus
· Sisters of Semele are also being punished, because they denied the parentage of her son 
· Thyrsus
· Ecstasy

Ino and Athamas
· Ino is very proud that her nephew is a god, and is very proud of her family as well
· It’s not a good thing to be overly proud because it’s a form of hubris (can mean overly prideful or seeking beyond your station)
· Hera doesn’t like that she is so boastful so she travels to the underworld and calls upon the furies
· Furies go to Ino’s house and throw snakes at Ino’s family and drives them mad. She also pours a potion of madness on them
· Athamas goes the most crazy thinks his children are lions and hunts them down. He grabs their baby and smashes him into a rock
· Ino takes another son and throws them both off a cliff, either because she’s crazy or because she’s trying to escape her family
· Venus, her grandmother, takes pity on them as they’re falling off the cliff and asks Neptune for help. He makes them minor deities
· Ino becomes Leucothoe and the son becomes Palaemon
· Not lover of Helios
· As the servants follows Ino and her son off the cliff, some are turned to stone and some are turned to birds
· Dionysus is a good god to be a follower of because he takes care of his followers

Daughters of Minyas
· Dionysus has a fair amount of sway for a god with a mortal parent
· Many of Dionysus’ myths are associated with humans
· Hubris
· Daughters of Minyas are in their house weaving but this was the one time they weren’t supposed to be doing what they usually do, because Dionysus was in the village so they were supposed to abandon their normal lives to worship him
· They refused to take part in the festival for Dionysus, so they’re sitting around telling stories and weaving
· They start to hear the ominous sound of drums and their weaving turns to ivy. The room fills with smoke and light and they’re turned into bats
· Thyrsus is a staff with ivy around the top, symbol of Dionysus for his followers

Flood Myth
· Ovid
· Almost identical to the story of Noah, common in mythology
· Very early humans, right after Prometheus
· Lycaon was a human that had a lot of interaction with the gods. He was a trickster
· He serves Zeus human flesh to try and test if Zeus is omniscient
· Zeus knows what’s happening and doesn’t eat the flesh. For the treachery Zeus turns Lycaon into a wolf
· Lycanthrope, werewolf
· Zeus is convinced all humans are awful and wants a new race of humans. Zeus gets Poseidon to help him flood the earth
· Deucalion (son of Prometheus) and Pyrrha (daughter of Epimetheus and Pandora) are the only two humans who survive on a raft; they survive because they’re pious
· They thank the gods for sparing them and show that they are good, devout people. Zeus stops the flood and they go and pray to the oracle of Themis (sometimes the mother of Prometheus, god of law and custom)
· The oracle tells them to “cast behind you the bones of the great mother”
· Eventually Deucalion figures out that this means to cast stones behind them. As soon as the stones hit the ground, they become humans (When Deucalion throws the stones, they become male; the rocks Pyrrha throws become female)
· Earth begins producing life again, including Pytho

Baucis and Philemon
· This myth happened generation after the previous myth
· Jupiter and Mercury were travelling in disguise, going from home to home seeking shelter but no one would take them in
· Xenia – the idea that strangers should take you in when travelling; Big deal in the ancient world and also because Zeus is god of this
· One small home with an old couple named Baucis and Philemon take the travelling gods in; they’re very kind but they don’t have much to offer
· Every time the wine emptied, it magically refill so the couple figure that the travellers are special. They feel bad for being so poor so they offer their finest goose, all that they have, but the goose is too fast for the old couple to catch. The goose flees to the gods, who admit who they are
· The gods tell them that they will punish everyone else for not providing them sanctuary, but they will be spared for their good hearts. They take them to a hill and flood the rest of the village and turn their house into a temple
· The gods grant them a wish and the old couple ask to be their priests and for them to die together. When the couple die, they get turned into two old, intertwined trees
· Pietas

Phaethon
· Ovid
· Hubris in the sense that Phaethon tries to be like a god, not knowing the limits of his human nature
· Son of Helios or Apollo (Phoebus) and Clymene (a human woman)
· Phaethon writes to his friend that his father is the sun, but his friend doesn’t believe him. He complains to his mother who swears that his father is the sun.
· Phaethon travels to the east to ask his father for proof. The sun swears on the Styx he will give him anything he wants
· He wants to drive the Sun’s chariot; fire breathing horses and the Sun’s rays around his crown light up the sky
· Phaethon put on the Sun’s crown and drives the chariot too close sometimes and ends up burning places, or too high and scares the constellations away. He panics and drops the reins, and the horses run crazy, burning mountains and villages
· Etiology for the creation of the Sahara
· The Earth complains to Zeus to take care of it, so Zeus throws a lightning bolt to take down Phaethon; fire taking down fire
· Phaethon falls into a river where nymphs receive his body and bury him
· The Sun, in grief, doesn’t rise the next day
Niobe
· Daughter of Tantalus
· Granddaughter of Atlas
· Sister of Pelops
· Wife of Amphion
· Called to pay honours to Latona/Leto (mother of Apollo and Artemis)
· She has 7 sons and 7 daughters
· Doesn’t want to pay honours to Latona, and boasts that she has more children than her, therefore she should be worshipped
· Saying that Latona’s womb is worth a seventh of hers
· Even if she loses any children, she would still have more than Latona
· Latona tells Apollo and Artemis, and they kill all of her children
· Her husband commits suicide, in her grief, she keeps crying and becomes fixated, and turns into a rock.

Marsyas
· Satyr
· Athena’s flute
· Athena picks up a flute and plays it, sees her own reflection and for some reason doesn’t like it, so she throws it on the ground
· Marsyas picks it up and was pretty good at the flute
· Challenges Apollo to play the flute, judged by the muses, winner can do whatever he wants
· Apollo wins and ties Marsyas to a tree and skins him

Midas
· Phrygian king
· Silenus: head of the satyrs, usually looks different than other satyrs in pictures because he’s older and wiser
· Silenus is also special because he was a foster father to Dionysus
· One day he gets drunk and gets lost
· Midas finds Silenus and brings him back to Dionysus
· In return, Dionysus promises that he will give him anything he wants
· Midas asks for everything he touches to turn to gold
· Quickly wants the gift removed because he couldn’t eat/do anything without turning everything into gold
· Dionysus tells him to go to River Pactolus to remove the power
· Because of Midas’s experience, he now hangs out in the woods, and becomes friends with Pan
· Pan
· Half-goat
· God of the wild, shepherds, mountains
· Plays the pan pipes
· Pan has a music competition with Apollo
· Various people judged this, one of them was Tmolus, who said Apollo was better
· Midas disagrees, and says Pan is a better musician
· As a punishment, he gets ass’s ears
· He wants to keep it a secret. His servant wants to tell the secret but he couldn’t, so he whispers it into the ground, and reeds grows from it and tells Midas’s story

Arachne
· Girl from Lydia
· Really skilled at weaving, so skilled that nymphs would stop what they’re doing to watch her
· Athena (goddess of war and household) taught her how to weave
· Arachne denies and says she was naturally good at weaving, implying she’s better than Athena
· Athena hears about this, disguises herself as an old woman, goes to Arachne and warns her that it’s okay if she wants to seek fame among humans, as long as she acknowledges Athena
· Arachne ignores her, and challenges Athena
· Athena reveals herself as a goddess, all the other women kneel, but Arachne doesn’t show respect
· They have their weaving contest. When weaving, actual scenes/ stories are depicted
· Athena weaves the contest between her and Poseidon (olive tree in Athens), as well as the 12 Olympians, in the corners she weaves contests between humans and gods
· Arachne weaves scenes of gods abusing powers and raping (Europa, Lida, Proserpine etc.)
· Arachne’s weave was so good Athena couldn’t find a flaw
· Athena gets angry and hits Arachne with a shovel
· Arachne is shamed, couldn’t take it anymore so she hangs herself
· Athena pities her, so she sprinkles her with Hecate’s drugs, and turns her into a spider (etiology for spiders weaving)

Daedalus and Icarus
· Daedalus, craftsman and architect
· Created labyrinth at Knossos, Crete
· Befriends King Minos, the island’s ruler
· Daedalus begins building and crafting things, he first makes a cow suit so the queen, Pasiphae could sleep with a bull: this resulted in the birth of a half-man half-beast called Minotaur
· King Minos asks Daedalus to build a maze to put the Minotaur in. So he creates the Labyrinth
· The Minotaur demands human sacrifices, so King Minos sends 7 men and women into the Labyrinth every 9 years.
· One of the victims is Theseus, who is brave enough to fight back. King Minos’s daughter falls madly in love with him, so she asks Daedalus to help Theseus.
· King Minos isn’t happy with Daedalus helping him, so he locks him and his son, Icarus in the Labyrinth, or in some versions he locks them in a tower
· Daedalus wants to escape with Icarus, he makes wings and glues feathers together using wax
· Warns Icarus don’t fly too low because the water will ruin the wings, and don’t fly too high because the sun will melt the wax
· Icarus is so in love with the flying, flies too close to the sun, the wax melts and he falls into the water.

Week 6: Before Troy
 
Trojan Cycle
· Ilion
· “From the egg” - ab ovo 
· In media res

Walls of Troy
· Ilus found a city
· His son was Dardanus
· Laomedon
· Trojan King
· Son of Ilus, nephew of Ganymede
· Father of Hesione and Priam
· Hera is punished for overthrowing Zeus with Apollo, Poseidon and Athena
· Apollo and Poseidon have to serve Laomedon, and build a wall around the city of troy
· Laomedon refuses to pay Apollo and Poseidon for their work
· Poseidon is upset and sends a sea monster on the city, which is later killed by Hercules
· The daughter of Laomedon is sacrificed to the monster, and is saved by Hercules
· Hercules makes a deal with Laomedon that he would marry his daughter when he returns
· Apollo is also very angry and he sets a plague on the city
· Later when Hercules kills Laomedon, Priam becomes King
· One of the reasons why Apollo and Poseidon are on the Greeks’ side of the war

Marriage of Peleus and Thetis
· Thetis, daughter of Nereus
· Peleus of Phthia, mortal hero
· Zeus likes Thetis, however there is a prophecy saying that the child of Thetis would greatly overpower their father.
· Zeus doesn’t like the idea of having a son more powerful than himself, so instead he persuades Peleus to pursue Thetis
· All the gods are invited to the wedding, except for Eris
· Eris (“discord”) finds out that she is the only one uninvited. She throws a golden apple for the most beautiful woman
· Peleus and Thetis have Achilles, who is the best hero to the Greeks
· Achilles’ ankle wasn’t covered in the styx, that’s why that’s the only place he couldn’t heal

Judgement of Paris
· AKA Alexander
· Son of Priam and Hecuba
· Cassandra
· People want the golden apple Eris threw. It says “for the fairest” on it, implies it’s for the most beautiful woman
· Hera, Athena, Aphrodite go to Paris and ask him to judge who should get the apple
· Hera says she’ll make him a great king
· Athena offers to make him the greatest warrior
· Aphrodite wins by saying she’ll give him love, the most beautiful woman in the world. Persuades Paris to pursue Helen. 

Birth of Helen
· Leda and the Swan
· Zeus disguises himself as a swan and sleeps with her, she lays with her husband, Tyndareus on the same night
· Gives birth to 2 eggs
· From Zeus’s egg: Helen and Pollux
· From Tyndareus’s egg: Clytemnestra and Castor
· Dioscuri
· Helen is the only mortal daughter of Zeus
· Oath of Tyndareus
· Odysseus
· Ajax the Major
· Diomedes
· Agamemnon
· Menelaus

Week 7: Heroes of the Trojan War

Expedition to Troy
· In order for men to be eligible to marry the King’s daughter, he made all men swear an oath to protect his daughter no matter who she chooses. She gets married to Menelaus
· In some versions, Paris kidnaps Helen, in others she goes willingly back with him to Troy
· All other suitors were bound to go to war to get Helen back
· Achilles not one of the suitors, but he went to fight for the glory
· Odysseus/Ulysses is one of the suitors
· Greeks go to Ithaca where he lives to ask him to go to war to get Helen back
· He pretended to be crazy so he wouldn’t have to go to war
· To test if he was truly crazy, they took his young son Telemachus and put him in the path of a plough. Odysseus saves his baby, proving that he wasn’t crazy
· Achilles on Scyros
· His mother knew he would die if he went to Troy; he would gain great glory but would have a short life (or vice versa)
· She hides Achilles on the island Scyros by dressing him up as a girl
· Forms a relationship with Deidamia, the king’s daughter and they sleep together. She becomes pregnant with his son Neoptolemus/Pyrrhus
· Odysseus and Diomedes come to the island to try and find Achilles disguised as merchants
· Odysseus planned out a trick to get Achilles to reveal himself. He lays out a bunch of trinkets and weapons and plays a call to arms, and Achilles grabs the weapons, thinking there is an emergency, and he blows his cover.
·  The Greeks sail toward Troy and stop at an island called Aulis.
· They can’t leave (because of a storm or something) so they consult a seer called Calchas. He tells them (the captain Agamemnon) they can’t sail because Artemis is upset and can only be appeased if Agamemnon sacrifices his daughter Iphigenia.
· He sends for his daughter, lying by saying he has arranged for her to marry Achilles. Theme of Agamemnon owing this sacrifice to his entire army, putting his role as a leader before being a father
· Theme of “bride of Hades” – association of marriage with death; marriage is the death of your child self, death for your mother because you will rarely see each other again
· When the mother and daughter arrive, they find out they’ve been lied to and the old man (who was supposed to send the second letter to the two of them to stop them from coming) tells them what they are really there for
· Achilles is upset that his name was tainted by this situation. He and Iphigenia confront Agamemnon about it when he returns.
· Achilles ends up trying to fight off all the Greeks who want to sacrifice Iphigenia so they can leave. She realizes that it’s inevitable so she decides to face her fate with her head held high. In some cases, Artemis swoops in last minute to replace her with a deer, but it’s a rare version.
· Sons of Atreus

Some Characteristics of Hero Myths
· Often have one divine parent, or divine lineage, or miraculous birth
· Hesiod talks about the race of Heroes
· Race of Heroes ends with the Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite when Zeus forces her to sleep with a human because she was making them sleep with mortals. She learns her lesson and stops making gods sleep with mortals, therefore no more Heroes
· Great strength (has to be a good warrior)
· Male companion
· Achilles
· Sometimes have to perform “impossible” tasks
· Heracles
· Breaks some kind of taboo, usually punishable
· Heracles
· Resists temptations of a woman
· Hector
· Mostly Questing Heroes
· Death of companion
· Patroclus is Achilles’ companion
· Briseis
· Kleos
· Myrmidons are the name of Achilles people
· Help from the gods, usually Athena
· Homeric Hero: “speaker of works and doer of deeds” (IIl. 9.455)
· Homeric definition of a hero
· Heroes need to be eloquent, a gentlemen, and also a warrior

Wrath of Achilles
· Most famous text of Trojan War begins here when the Greeks and Trojans have been at war for 9 years
· “Rage: Sing, goddess, Achilles’ rage”
· The theme is the rage and wrath of Achilles
· Invocation to the gods or muses
· Poseidon and Apollo made the walls of Troy so they are impenetrable by the Greeks. They’ve been raiding nearby cities and towns meanwhile to get the “spoils of war”.
· Chryseis (means Golden)
· Daughter of Chryses, priest of Apollo
· Spoil that Agamemnon, son of Atreus, gets
· Chryses offers ransom to get his daughter back but Agamemnon says no because he likes her, dishonouring Chryses
· Chryses prays to Apollo and sends a plague among the Greeks. The Greeks call Calchas again who tells Agamemnon that Apollo is angry that he didn’t give the priest his daughter back. Agamemnon gets angry at him because he doesn’t want to give Chryseis back.
· Achilles (fighter) argues with Agamemnon (commander) and Agamemnon doesn’t like his attitude so says he’s going to take his “spoil of war”, a blow to his honour. Achilles flies into a rage and goes to draw his sword, but Athena holds him back
· Nestor steps in to calm the two men down
· Achilles says to his mother that the Greeks have dishonoured him, so he asks for them to be punished. Zeus agrees to make things go bad for the Greeks (Hera is on the side of the Greeks)

The Iliad/Wrath of Achilles
· Begins in the 9th year of the war (plus it probably takes a couple years to get there)
· Begins with the rage of Achilles (first word driving theme of whole epic)
· Women are part of the spoils of war - Agamemnon got Chryseis and Achilles gets Briseis 
· Chryseis the daughter of a priest to Apollo, father Chryses comes in robes of a priest of Apollo with ransom for his daughter, Agamemnon refuses
· Chryses calls upon Apollo who brings down a plague on the Greek army
· Calchas says to give Chryseis back to end the plague but Agamemnon doesn’t want to, as he would have no woman and decides to take someone else’s woman
· Achilles protests, Agamemnon decides to take Briseis, Achilles very angry, only there to fight on behalf of others as he is not part of the oath of Tindarius and harms Achilles’ ‘kleos’ by publicly dishonoring him
· Nestor (voice of reason)
· Patroclus: Achilles’ older companion, sexual relationship in question
· Achilles very upset, goes and calls on his mother, asks her to punish the Greeks

  Agamemnon’s Dream and Greek Assembly
· Thetis convinces Zeus to help, he sends Dream to Agamemnon
· Dream says: I am a messenger, tells Agamemnon that now is the time to take Troy (lie!)
· To test resolve of troops, Agamemnon announces that they are going home, most are excited - Odysseus only one to want to stay, troops don’t really care any more, no longer very loyal and calls assembly
· Assembly of the Greeks (early stirrings of democracy? More characteristic of the years when Homer was writing):
· Thersites (common man, very ugly - beauty ascribed to the royalty) calls out Agamemnon, told to shut up/know his place by Odysseus who then beats him - acceptable behaviour
· Nestor (lived through the generation of Hercules/Theseus)
· Ajax (Telamonian) the Greater and older, physically bigger, better warrior and better human being, without Achilles he is the best fighter
· Despite Agamemnon’s trick, they stay and fight/try to take the walls of Troy
· Zeus sends Iris to Hector and tells him to get his troops ready
  
Paris and Helen
· Paris now full Trojan prince, archer, not depicted kindly in Homer - like the Persian, easterners, weaker/cowardly to not engage in hand to hand combat, wears a leopard skin like a barbarian, very pretty and effeminate - altogether unlike Hector who gets essentially zero physical descriptors, is more or less the best man/hero
· Trojans and Greeks meet on the field, Paris challenges Menelaus to single combat, Paris is terrified but suggests that the outcome of the war be decided on the backs of these two fighters - Hector likes this idea
· Iris tells Helen about this decision (Helen shown to be clever/conniving/have metis - we never know whether or not to believe what she says), Helen says that she wishes she had never left/misses her old husband BUT she is never stopped from leaving and she goes to watch the battle with Priam, explains who the Greek leaders are
· Paris fails, Menelaus dragging Paris off to kill him by his helmet, chinstrap broken by Aphrodite who spirits him away and sends Helen to him
· End of the Iliad, Achilles still alive

Hector
· Eldest of Priam and Hecuba’s children, hope of the city
· Husband of Andromache
· Father of Skamadrius/Astyanax
· Arguably the hero of the Iliad - do the Greeks/Homer actually respect Achilles? Hector is all around a better man, Trojans much more sympathetic than Greeks
· No one wants him to go and fight/die, Hector asks Hecuba (good pious woman, loves son) and other Trojan women to go a make sacrifices to Athena who ignores them to support Greeks
· Hector goes and scolds Paris for cowardice, Helen says she wishes at least she had picked a braver man to run away with - Hector never really buys into Helen’s regret
· Goes to see Andromache, she tells him how her father and brothers were all killed by Achilles, tells Hector he is the only family she has left, reminds him that his son will be an orphan if Hector dies, that she and the son will be enslaved or killed - Hector tells her to go back to the women’s quarters

Embassy to Achilles
· Battle is going very poorly for the Greeks, need Achilles back
· Sends Odysseus, Ajax and Phoenix to convince Achilles to return to the war effort - Agamemnon offers gold, horses, women, Briseis, one of his daughters for wife, a bunch of cities and Achilles refuses “I hate it like I hate hell the man who says one thing and thinks another” does this mean Agamemnon? Odysseus?
· Story from Phoenix of Meleagar and the Calydonian Boar hunt - Achilles shouldn’t be overly proud

Patroclus
· Begs Achilles to go back and fight or at least let him go and lead the Myrmidons
· Achilles still angry, but still upset that the Trojan’s are getting cocky in his absence
· “The best of the Achaeans” and Greeks
· Trojans panic at appearance of Patroclus as Achilles
· Sarpedon, Lycian, ally of the Trojans, son of Zeus and Laodameia
· Zeus wants to save his son from his fate, Hera can’t believe he would consider messing with fate, say go ahead but you’ll have a mutiny
· Send Death (Thanatos) and Sleep (Hypnos) to take him back to Lycia for a proper burial
· Patroclus hits him in the chest with a spear, when removed his lungs come out and he dies
· Battle over the body
· Aeneas’ fate is to live and have a long lineage 

Death of Patroclus
· Patroclus gets cocky, goes to conquer the walls - reaches them 3 times and turned back by Apollo, 4th time he is told that the walls will fall but not to him
· Apollo appears to Hector and urges him to go after Patroclus, kills Patroclus and takes Achilles’ armor (revenge for Sarpedon) 
· Brings Achilles back into the war, devastated but furious

Week 8: Fall of Troy and Aftermath

Wrath of Achilles II
· Iliad (Achilles doesn’t die in the Iliad)
· Patroclus is dead; no one thought he was Achilles
· New Armour
· Achilles is on the warpath against Hector because he loved Patroclus, and he was murdered
· Achilles is very motivated to do a lot of killing because of his lost honour, and because he’s been out of the fight for a while
· Scene:
· Achilles goes back into battle and slaughters so many Trojans that their bodies are clogging the river
· Scamander, the river, asks Achilles to stop because he can’t flow but he’s blinded by rage and bloodthirst so he refuses
· Scamander begins attacking Achilles as a violent river
· Achilles thinks he’s about to die a pathetic death and prays to the gods, wishing he’d been killed by Hector
· Athena and Poseidon try to help him, and Hera finally helps and Hephaestus ends up ending it by setting (Greek) fire to the river and Achilles is saved
· Everyone knows that Hector is going to die if he goes to fight Achilles so they beg him to not go out or his body won’t be recovered so he won’t be able to get buried
· Hector runs away the first time he sees Achilles. Achilles chases him around the wall three times, Hector keeps eluding him as he gets chased
· Zeus holds up the scales of death, puts Hector and Achilles on it to double check. Hector fell lower so he was fated to die
· Apollo stops helping Hector and Athena joins Achilles
· Athena disguises herself as Hector’s brother and gives him the courage to stop and fight Achilles
· Before they fight, Hector makes an agreement that whoever wins will not defile the others body so they can be buried by their men
· It’s a short battle because Achilles makes short work of Hector

Hector’s Funeral
· Achilles ties Hector to his chariot and drags his body behind the chariot around the city walls. Hector’s family sees this because they’re up on the walls watching
· There were some laws in Greece against people paying women to lament at your funeral because it was so ostentatious
· Hecuba, the queen, was lamenting because everything was lost and the city would be taken
· Even the gods think what Achilles is doing is not right so they order Achilles to take ransom for the body and stop being a dick
· Achilles’ mother tells him to stop and he listens to his mother
· Priam goes to ask for Hector’s body back, disguised as a common old man as he goes into the Greek camp. He drops to his knees in a submissive gesture, takes Achilles hand and kisses it and asks for pity from the man who has killed all his sons. He asks for the body of his son back
· Achilles is very moved by Priam, sees his own father in him who is back home and whom he will probably never see again
· Agamemnon and Priam parallels as two leaders
· Priam is successful in getting through to Achilles, whereas Agamemnon never is
· Achilles and Priam cry and mourn together (crying is not unheroic in Ancient Greece). He tells Priam it’s better to have good and bad interspersed rather than all the bad or good at one time
· Achilles agrees to take the ransom and orders his women to clean Hector’s body and anoint him before giving Priam the body back and telling him they will stop the fighting for 9 days for a proper funeral to take place
· During the funeral, Helen says that Hector was her favourite (not her husband) and she blames herself as she always does. He was always kind to her and defended her against those who were rude to her, and now he’s gone and her life will suck
· Cassandra
· End of the Iliad

Odysseus/Ulysses and Ajax
· Paris shoots the arrow that is guided by Apollo that strikes Achilles’ heel and kills him\when Patroclus dies, Hector got his armour (Achilles armour)
· Famous scene where Thetis goes to Hephaestus to ask for armour for her son
· Lots of fighting and battles in the Iliad
· In Ovid there is a verbal battle between Odysseus and Ajax (a cousin of Achilles) over who gets Achilles’ armour
· Hero: speaker of words and a doer of deeds; battle between types of heroism
· Tension between the two
· Iliad is all about physical heroism
· Trickery wins the Trojan war
· They both have aspects of a Homeric Hero, but neither are a whole (that was Achilles)
· Ajax says he’s related to him, he fought more, was the second best warrior
· Odysseus says Achilles wouldn’t have come to the war if it wasn’t for him so all his deeds should be attributed to him, no one would be there if it wasn’t for him being he convinced Agamemnon to sacrifice his daughter
· The Greek army is persuaded by Odysseus and award the armour to him. It’s symbolic of a dying type of heroism in a changing world
· Ai ai is a lament, but also Ajax’s name when he dies

Sack of Troy
· Trojan Horse is usually Odysseus’ idea
· Helen and Menelaus
· Neoptolemus
· Astyanax
· Priam
· Old school fighting heroism will not breach the walls; cunning will breach the walls
· The Greeks build a giant wooden horse and say it’s an offering from Athena, then pretend to sail away. Sometimes a man is left with the horse to tell the Trojans what happened; the Greeks fell to a plague and left because too many died and the Trojans believe the story
· Trojans want Athena on their side so they bring the horse into the city so they can get the benefit of the offering
· The Greeks sneak out in the night after the Trojans drink and present the offering, and they let the rest of the Greek army in and slaughter all the men
· The Greeks kill Astyanax, Hector’s baby son, in case he would want to seek to avenge his father
· Neoptolemus, Achilles son, is now fighting with the Greeks. He was fated to help take the city
· He’s just bloodthirsty so he kills Astyanax
· In some versions he kills Priam on the altar of Zeus by beating him with the baby
· Unnecessary murders
· Disrespectful to the gods by killing them on the altar of Zeus
· Women slaves
· Thrace
· Hecuba – lost all her children (Cassandra still alive but given to Agamemnon)
· Polyxena is Hecuba’s daughter – supposed to go to Achilles; ghost of Achilles demands that he gets her so she gets sacrificed to appease his ghost; begins and ends with the sacrifice of a young woman
· Polydorus – Thracian king given to be fostered with Polymestor. He kills Polydorus and throws him off a cliff into the sea to try and get in favour with the Greeks
· Hecuba goes down to the sea to wash the body of Polyxena and sees the body of her last child wash up on shore. She snaps because she’s lost everything, and goes to the tent of Polymestor and says she has something for her son. He agree, lies and says he’s back home and she flies into such a rage that she rips out his eyes
· The Thracians attack her with sticks and stones and she snaps at them like a dog; she turns feral and turns into a dog
· Menelaus is back in Sparta with Helen so nothing bad happened to her
· The son of Odysseus is looking for his father
· Helen is complaining that all she wanted was to go back to her husband. Menelaus says that when they were in the horse she knew that there were men in there
· When she walked around the horse she mimicked the voices of the Greek soldiers wives, trying to get them to come out. He calls her out for not really wanting to go home if she wanted the Greeks to give themselves up
· Cassandra
· Ajax the lesser
· Nostoi (sg. nostos)

Nostos of Agamemnon 
· King of Mycenae or Argos
· Clytemnestra - wife of Agamemnon who is the sister of Helen 
· Iphigenia
· Cassandra
· House of Atreus
· Tantalus
· Thyestes
· Aegisthus
· Orestes
· Miasma
· Andra
· Ithaca
· Penelope
· Laertes
· Telemachus


Ajax the lesser 
· Ajax the lesser rapes Cassandra (daughter of Priam and Hecuba) in Athena’s temple. 
· Athena feels extremely insulted as Ajax desecrated her temple, by raping Cassandra. 
· Athena no longer has respect for Ajax. She is mad at the Greeks for not punishing him for disrespecting her. 
· Athena goes to Poseidon and Zeus for help. Poseidon creates storms, making it difficult for some of the warriors to go home. Cassandra is taken as a slave by Agamemnon. 

Nostos ‘homecoming’ 
· Nostos of Odysseus: He receives Kleos for successfully returning home. 
· Nostos of Agamemnon 
· Daughter: Iphigenia  
· Wife: Clytemnestra 
· King of Mycene or Argos 

House of Atreus (Tantalus, Thyestes and Aegisthus) 
· Clytemnestra sets up an elaborate system of beacons to signal the return of Agamemnon. 
· Chorus says that that Clytemnestra speaks like a man “speaker of words” - Homeric hero def.
· Herald says that Troy deserved its fate. 
· Clytemnestra gives a speech about Agamemnon coming back, and how she’s been waiting all this time and has been dutiful, but in reality she’s seeing a lover and has been plotting to kill Agamemnon
· She mentions that Agamenmnon “looks like a net”, foreshadowing later when she traps him
· Agamemnon walks in with Cassandra. Clytemnestra lays out a purple carpet for Agamemnon to walk on, as the sacker of Troy deserves such.
· Agamemnon doesn’t want to walk on it because it’s considered hubris to walk on a tapestry. It’s too expensive and should be hung up instead of being walked on
· Clytemnestra convinces him to do it, quickly overcomes him with her words
· As he walks in, he tells Cassandra to follow him but she stays still in silence. Clytemnestra tries to talk to her but she ignores her.
· Cassandra has a gift of prophecy but no one believes her, she sees Clytemnestra as a hunter with a net. She also doesn’t want to enter the house because she can see that the house is cursed.
· Backstory of the cursed family: 
· Tantalus, the great grandfather of Agamemnon and Menelaus. He used to dine with the gods, but one day he stole some nectar and ambrosia and gave them to his people.
· Tantalus is one of the very few characters which gets punished for eternity in Hades. His punishment is that he is stuck in the ground with a fruit tree and a pond next to him. Whenever he gets thirsty, he’ll never be able to reach the water; whenever he gets hungry and reaches for the fruit on the tree, the tree grows taller
· Atreus, father of Agamemnon and Menelaus. Atreus’s brother, Thyestes sleeps with Atreus’s wife. In revenge, Atreus steals and kills Thyestes’ sons and cooks them in a stew, and proceeds to serve them to him.
· Thyestes is disgusted and upset, he is then set into exile
· Atreus’s family’s curse worsens because of cannibalism
· Thyestes has one son who survived: Aegisthus, cousin of Agamemnon
· Cassandra could see the horror and violence that happened in this family that’s why she doesn’t want to go in. She foresees her own death, but she accepts it because Agamemnon is going to die too
· Clytemnestra traps Agamemnon with a net, and stabs him with an axe. She comes out and tells people what she has done
· She also kills Cassandra
· She says that she has taken the role of a fury for her daughter
· The town people are appalled, but they blame Helen because Agamemnon wouldn’t have to sacrifice his daughter if it wasn’t for her. However, Clytemnestra disagrees
· Throughout this, she has been an angry mother who wants to avenge her daughter, and a wronged wife. We later find out that her lover is Aegisthus, the leftover son of Thyestes, Agamemnon’s cousin.
· Agamemnon and Clytemnestra have three children: Iphigenia is supposed to be the older daughter, another daughter named Electra (strange character, electra complex), and a son named Orestes
· Clytemnestra sends Orestes away to be fostered by someone in a nearby kingdom, he later returns in the next play to avenge his father
· In the last play of the trilogy “Amenedies”: Orestes is pursued by the furies, as he murders his mother.
· When you kill somebody, especially someone blood-related, you don’t just get chased by furies, you also get miasma (bloodstain on your hands)

· Helen is the ultimate unfaithful women
· Nostos of Odysseus – Penelope stays faithful but he does not know that
· Wrath and rage has to do with war and now It has to do with man (andra)
 
· Penelope has waited 20 years for her husband to get home – very faithful
· Ithaca is pretty small and a bunch of suitors came demanding her hand in marriage
· She very smart tells them that when she finished weaving this shroud she will remarry but she unweaves at night
· Paragon of a faithful wife
· Odysseus has not been faithful – not an issue to the Greeks
· Mostly about his son who is now a young man – hoping his father will come home
· Penelope has Clayeos (kleos) and remained faithful in the face of all this pressure
· Son will one day going to be king and the suitors are destroying it – threatening everyone’s kleos
· Desecrating his house and wife
· His son is raging and goes to him to tell him to do something
· Thus he tries to find out about his father – Telemachus 

Week 10

Left off where Penelope is tricking the suitors by weaving all day and undoing what she weaves at night. Even though she is a woman she has her own kleos, which is being a faithful wife. (Note: kleos is how your name lives on, spoken by others, how you are remembered). Now, Odysseus' kleos is getting home. However, on his way home Odysseus encounters many mini adventures. 

Nostos of Odysseus
· The Lotus eaters 
· Odysseus and his men come across a group of people called Lotophagoi (lotus eaters). 
· The lotus eaters eat magical lotuses, which cause you to forget things. 
· Odysseus' men eat the lotus flowers and forget that they need to get home; in this scenario Odysseus is the voice of reason reminding the other men they need to get home.
· Polyphemos
· Then Odysseus and his men come across a land of the Cyclopes
· It’s an ideal place, untouched by civilization, simple life
· Cylcops (what we consider to be giants)
· They end up in Polyphemus, one of the Cyclopes’ caves
· Odysseus and his men trapped by Polyphemos in his cave as he shuts the cave with a boulder and starts eating the men
· Odysseus needs to be a new kind of hero, with smarts, to defeat him
· Can’t kill Polyphemus because he has them trapped inside the cave with a giant boulder that they can’t move
· Gets him drunk with undiluted wine (here the cyclopes are a standin for barbarism as Greeks considered themselves civilized for diluting their wine)
· Odysseus proclaims that his name is “no one,” not very heroic by the old standard as kleos is tied with name
· Uses a stake to blind Polyphemos, who then cries out “no one is hurting me!”
· In the morning though he is blind, Polyphemos still guards the door entrance.
· Odysseus lashes his men to the bottom of the cyclopes sheep
· Polyphemos tends the sheep in the morning, allowing Odysseus and his men to escape
· As they’re sailing away, Odysseus calls out his real name to Polyphemos from his ship
· A mistake because Polyphemos happens to be a son of Poseidon, who then curses Odysseus with bad winds and storms which prevent him from going home
· Laestrygonians
· Because of what Odysseus did to Polyphemus, Poseidon makes things go even worse for him, and the ships are blown off course again
· They’re driven off course to the place of the Laestrygonians,
· Another race of man eating giants, not important for us
· All that matters is that they destroy all of Odysseus ships so that he is only left with one
· Circe
· They then land on the isle of Circe, daughter of Helios
· For some reason his children are associated with witchcraft (cf Medea)
· Odysseus sends men to explore the island, they encounter Circe who invites them to a feast
· Turns them into pigs with the help of potions and the wave of a wand except one who stayed back and didn’t attend the feast
· He returns with news to Odysseus, Athena also sends Hermes to tell Odysseus how to defeat Circe
· He must take a special herb that makes him immune to her potions, then attack Circe with a sword, at which point she will take you to bed (Freudian phallic)
· Hermes’ advice proves true, and Odysseus defeats Circe, staying with her for a year
· Interesting point: he is not considered unfaithful for sleeping with another woman, whereas Penelope would be
· Still doesn’t know how to get home, is told that he needs to visit the Underworld and get the information from Tiresias

Katabasis of Odysseus
· Katabasis: Greek for going down, the name for entering the Underworld
· We’ve seen this before in Persephone, Priam (metaphorical), will occur again (Orpheus,  Aeneas)
· Usually with a katabasis there is a return, rebirth, or at least special knowledge gained
· In the underworld Odysseus meets a number of Greeks
· Elpenor, a shipmate who died on the island of Circe
· Gives glimpse into Greek burial ritual
· Needs to be buried or he won’t have closure
· If eaten by dogs won’t be remembered
· Also shows the immediacy with which you are brought to the Underworld
· Agamemnon
· Has come home and been killed 
· Brings doubt into Odysseus’ mind about what kind of welcome awaits him
· Crucially, Agamemnon says he was killed by Aegisthus his half brother, not Klytemnestra, suggesting that Aeschylus was playing with convention in his play
· Achilles
· Not very happy in the underworld
· Odysseus: you were the best of the best, “honoured in life, now rule the dead”
· Achilles: “I would rather be a slave on earth than rule in Hades”
· Achilles, who lived the heroic model now wants nothing more than Odysseus’ life: a simple homecoming to the woman you loved

Nostos of Odysseus
· Sirens
· We already met them in Ovid: created when Persephone was kidnapped by Pluto
· Were her companions, turned into birds with human heads to look for her 
· Sirens lure sailors and cause shipwrecks by singing
· Odysseus told by Circe to plug up the ears of his sailors with beeswax, which he does
· He leaves his own ears uncovered because he wants to hear the song himself
· Drawn by towards their song about the heroics of Troy
· Theme of the book: drawn towards the old conception of Kleos, but it won’t get him home
· In fact, his pursuit of kleos is more likely to wreck him, as in the case of Polyphemos where he declares his name, and now in the case of the Sirens
· Cattle of Helios (At Thrinacia)
· They come upon the cattle of Helios. They were told not to eat them, not to mess with the possessions of a god
· Both Tiresias and Circe tell Odysseus to avoid the island where the Cattle of Helios are held, but one of his crew beg him and he relents on the condition that they don’t eat any of the cattle
· They get stranded on the island due to unfavourable winds by Poseidon for one month, and when Odysseus goes away to pray to the gods, his crew slaughter the cattle and eat them
· When Helios finds out about the cattle, he tells Zeus to smite Odysseus and his crew, otherwise he will take the sun into the Underworld.
· Zeus agrees, and strikes them while they are at sea, setting fire to the last ship, killing all except for Odysseus, who swims ashore on Calypso’s island.
· Calypso
· Calypso is a nymph. She’s really pretty and irresistible. She falls in love with Odysseus and keeps him there for 7 years
· Odysseus is kept on the island of Calypso for 7 years
· By some accounts Hermes helps him escape, in others Zeus orders Calypso to let him go
· When Odysseus leaves, Calypso gives him a raft, however Poseidon is still angry at him so he destroys it and Odysseus ends up shipwrecked again
· Phaeacians
· Odysseus ends up shipwrecked again, and ends up on the island of the Phaeacians
· He encounters the young princess, he could marry the princess and be prominent on the island but he needs to get home
· The Phaeacians help him out, as well as Athena
· This is the group to whom Odysseus is recounting all his tales
· Ultimately they are the ones who help him get home

Nostos of Odysseus (Finally!)
· He comes home 20 years later, disguised as a beggar to test his wife to see if she’s still loyal to him
· Touching scene: his dog Argus recognizes him, then dies of old age
· A swineherd and Odysseus’ old nurse also recognize him
· Encounters Telemachus who is also coming home
· Reveals himself, both come up with a plan to enter household as beggars
· Suitors treat him badly on account of him looking like a beggar
· Athena tells Penelope to hold an archery competition for the suitors
· Competition: to string Odysseus’ bow (given to him by Apollo) and shoot it some distance
· All the other suitors are unable to do it, until Odysseus gets up and does it easily
· He then proceeds to slaughter all the suitors with the help of Athena and Telemachus
· Also kills all the female slaves who slept with the suitors
· Then he reveals himself to Penelope and they live happily ever after
· End of the Odyssey

Week 10: Jason and Medea
Jason
· Heroes that go on fantastical adventures follow a pattern
· Most have divine parentage, Jason is one of few who doesn’t
· Usually denied their rightful parentage, have to go on a quest to restore
· Jason is the son of Aison, rightful king of Iolcos, in northern Greece
· However, Aison was overthrown and banished by Pelias, usurper, half brother of Aison
· Pelias has heard of an oracle: beware of man with one sandal
· Jason lives in a village, and wants to come to the city because there’s a public sacrifice to Poseidon. He loses his sandal
· Jason arrives at his court with one sandal
· Various versions, one version is the was helping Hera cross a river (in the guise of an old woman)
· Hera doesn’t like Pelias (various versions, he offended her somehow)
· Pelias is terrified, sends Jason on an unbeatable quest because he wants to keep him out of the way
· It was Hera’s plan to have Pelias send Jason on his quest because she likes Jason
· Quest: to retrieve the Golden Fleece
· This happens before the Odyssey

Myth of the Golden Fleece
· King and Queen in Thessaly (northern Greece), king unfaithful
· Queen afraid for her children, asked gods for help
· (Aside) According to wikipedia, the king was Athamas, and the queen was his first wife Nephele, Ino was the woman he was unfaithful with… 
· Hermes brought Golden Ram, told Queen to place children on it.
· Ram is able to fly, flies east but the girl falls off when crossing the Hellespont
· False etymology for the name, as the girl is called Helle 
· Ram lands on eastern shore of Black Sea, in Colchis
· The boy, Phrixus sacrifices the ram to Zeus, gives fleece to the king of Colchis as a sign of his gratitude
· King of Colchis: Aeetes, son of Helios, and father of Medea
· Aeetes has a dragon guarding the fleece
· Basically a fool’s errand
· The Argo is meant to be the “first ship,” takes place well before the Trojan war. 
· Sea adventures a way of dealing with this new way of travel

The Argonauts
· Sailors of the Argo
· Supposed to be the first ship that ever existed
· The Argo
· Jason summons famous shipbuilder Argus
· Athena helps, adds a prow that lets the ship talk
· Assembles all star cast of heroes
· Castor and Pollux (sometimes called Polydeuces)
· Seen before in the Trojan Cycle
· Brothers to Helen of Troy, one mortal the other immortal
· Peleus
· Father of Achilles, minor hero in his own right
· Also in the Caledonian Boar hunt
· Hercules
· Leaves the expedition quite quickly
· In class we mention that he was only brought on to boost the fame of the trip
· From other sources, he was made to leave because he was too good at everything
· Theseus
· Only appears in some versions
· May have been stuck in because the Athenians liked him
· Zetes and Calais
· Sons of Boreas, the north wind
· As such they have supernatural abilities, including flight
· Meleager and Atalanta
· Kill the boar in the Calydonian Boar Hunt
· Orpheus

Orpheus and Eurydice
· Sometimes he is a son of a muse (Calliope, whose name means beautiful voice)
· Sometimes he is taught how to sing by Apollo, god of Music
· He is an Argonaut but his most famous myth happens later
· As he is about to be married to Eurydice, she gets bit by a snake
· He decides to enter the Underworld to get her back
· Another Katabasis, using the power of music (music soothes the savage beast)
· Sings to Persephone and Hades, so beautifully that everyone in the the Underworld stops to listen 
· Tantalus, who stole nectar and ambrosia, doomed to have food and drink forever out of his reach (where we get the word tantalize from)
· Ixion, who lusted after Hera doomed to be stretched on a wheel rack
· Sisyphus, who betrayed secret of Zeus and had to roll a boulder up a hill for eternity
· The Danaids, 50 women who killed their husbands on their wedding night, doomed to gather water in jugs filled with holes
· Persephone is moved by Orpheus’ plea, tells him that Eurydice will go with him as long as he doesn’t look back to look at her
· At the last moment, he does look back, Katabasis fails
· He stands outside the mouth of the river styx for 7 days hoping to be let back
· Orpheus now shuns all women, preferring to sing in a grove that sprung up due to his singing

The Death of Orpheus
· Some Thracian women, Bacchants walk are jealous that Orpheus won’t sleep with them
· They taunt him, through spears and boulders at him that turn into harmless things before they can reach him due to his song
· They begin to bang their own drums, drowning out his song and destroying his protection
· They then tear him apart (sparagmos)
· However, he was beloved by Dionysus, who turns them into Oaks and birds
· His death leads to the formation of the Orphic Mysteries, another mystery cult like the Bacchants
· Unlike the Bacchants however they lived a celibate, ascetic lifestyle

Voyage of the Argonauts
· Lemnos
· Visit the Isle of Lemnos, populated only by women (in myth)
· Once upon a time there were men there, but the women wouldn’t worship Aphrodite
· As punishment she made all the women smell really bad, so all the men took Thracian mistresses
· The Lemnian women killed all the Lemnian men out of anger, but Hypsipyle refuse to kill her father, hiding him away
· She was ruler of Lemnos when the Argonauts arrived, and she slept with Jason
· When the other women found out she kept her father alive, the other women forced her to flee (not important)
· Heracles and Hylas
· Heracles brought a companion with him (characteristic of a hero)
· Hylas went to get water, kidnapped by water nymphs, who were attracted to his good looks and pulled him into a stream
· Heracles resumed his labours after the loss of his companion, leaving the Argonauts
· Mysia and Pollux
· Jason goes to Lemnos (all women) and sleeps with Hypsipyle  
· Argos’ continue on their way and go to Mysia. Ruler likes boxing, anybody that comes to the ruler challenges them to a boxing match (he usually wins). Pollux is the boxer and accepts the challenge, kills the ruler, the rest of the inhabitants attack the Argonauts, they flee  
· The Harpies and Phineus
· Phineus a blind soothsayer who knew how to get to Colchis, was being hounded by harpies
· They would snatch the food away from his hands just as he was about to eat, a punishment from the gods (various versions for why he was punished)
· Zetes and Calais set a trap to catch the Harpies
· As they have the ability to fly, they give chase and in some versions compel the harpies to not bother Phineus anymore
· The Symplegades
· The symplegades are two clashing rocks that move and catch ships passing through them
· Phineus tells Jason the secret of passing through them
· Jason sends through a bird to make the rocks close, then when they open again the Argonauts row with all their might to get through
· Only the stern (back) of the ship is damaged
· Thereafter the rocks stop their clashing

Retrieval of the Fleece
· Aeetes, son of Helios, holder of the Fleece is still king of Colchis
· In order to get the Fleece Jason must complete 3 tasks
· Yoke the fire breathing bulls 
· Sow the ground with dragon’s teeth and fight the men that spring up
· Make the dragon fall asleep (Ovid’s version, not on slides)
· Medea, daughter of Aeetes, falls in love with Jason and promises to help him
· Jason promises to marry her and take her to Greece in return
· She provides him with a potion that makes him invulnerable, as well as other magics
· Once the fleece is theirs, Aeetes follows them, possibly also to get Medea back
· To stop his pursuit, Medea chops up her own brother and throws him into the ocean, occupying Aeetes (another indication of how important burial is)
· In older versions, it is Jason who chops up her brother


Voyage Home
· Sirens and Orpheus
· As the Argo sails past the Sirens, Orpheus uses his lyre to keep the Argonauts from being lured by the Sirens
· Talos on Crete
· As the Argo sails past Crete, they see Talos, a giant man made of Bronze (a robot)
· He was either a gift from Zeus to Europa or from Haphaestos to Minos
· He keeps the Argo from reaching the shore by throwing boulders at them
· Eventually killed by Medea, who tricks him into pulling out a nail that keeps his Ichor in his veins (Like the gods he has Ichor instead of blood)

Return to Iolcos with Fleece
· Upon Jason’s return, he finds his father Aeson has grown old in his absence and can’t participate in the celebrations
· Jason asks Medea to make him youthful again, even if means taking some of his own youth. Medea agrees, does it without taking any of Jason’s youth
· Medea erects altars to Hecate (witchcraft) and Hebe (youthful beauty)
· Lays Aeson on a bed of herbs, cuts his throat, pours herbs into open wound
· He becomes young again
· Pelias’ daughters want the same thing for their father
· Medea sets up the same altars, but doesn’t pour any herbs in, tells daughters to chop up their father. 
· After Pelias dies, Jason and Medea have to flee as Pelias’ son ascends the throne
· Having been in exile for 10 years, they arrive in Corinth
· Leadup to the beginning of the play

Medea
· At the start of the play, Jason has cast Medea aside for the princess of Corinth
· Jason has lost his throne, this is a chance for him to get a new one
· Creon, king of Corinth about to marry daughter to Jason, wants to kick Medea out for insulting the royal family
· Like Clytemnestra, Medea is a really good speaker
· Medea convinces Creon to let her stay one more day
· Later convinces Jason to talk to Creon and let her sons stay indefinitely
· Jason on the other hand is kind of an idiot, not portrayed well
· Medea was the real power in their quest, and proves it with better rhetoric
· Jason tries to convince Medea that marrying the princess will help Medea and her sons as well
· To Jason, his marriage to Medea doesn’t mean as much as a marriage to a Greek
· Medea understandably upset, throws in his face all the things she sacrificed
· Jason’s counterargument: it wasn’t you who did all these things, it was Eros (pretty weak argument)
· Later calls Jason back, pretends like she’s been convinced
· Asks him to send boys to palace with a robe and crown
· When the princess wears them she gets poisoned, bursts into flame
· Creon also consumed trying to help his daughter
· Interlude
· Aegeus, father of Theseus and king of Athens comes to Medea for help with infertility
· In return for her help she wants a safe haven in Athens
· In the actual myth she does go to Athens after Corinth
· Death of the children
· The playwright plays with tradition here
· In previous versions the children were not killed by Medea, but were torn apart by the Corinthians as vengeance against Medea
· In other versions, it was Medea trying to make the children immortal, but the spell backfired
· Only in Euripides’ version does Medea kill the children
· However, his play became so famous that it became the definitive version (Ovid later used this version in the Metamorphoses)
· Deus ex Machina
· Name for the machine used to lift actors above the stage when portraying gods
· Medea appears in it with the bodies of her children hanging off the side before flying away
· She will not even let Jason have the bodies, which is a big deal (see Priam, Medea’s brother for other examples)
· Themes
· Sea travel is brought up a lot. Up till Euripides wrote the play, the main Jason and Medea story was the voyage of the Argonauts
· Constantly alluding to their sea travels, roles of men and women
· Subversion of stereotypes, as Medea is the “speaker of words and doer of deeds” both in the play and in the myth of the Argonauts
· Famous line: “rather stand in battle a hundred times than go through childbirth once”
· Contrast between Greeks and Barbarians, Foreigners as dangerous

After Corinth
· Medea has a son with king Aegeus named Medus
· Sons usually named after their fathers, unusual that he’s been named after his mother
· Aegeus already has a son named Theseus in a faraway land, who will return to claim kingship
· Medea wants her son to ascend the throne, tries to poison Theseus when he arrives
· Thwarted by Aegeus, Medea forced to flee with Medus back to Colchis, her home
· There she finds her father Aeetes has been deposed by his brother Perses
· Medea kills Perses, installs her son Medus
· False etymology given by Herodotus
· “Land of the Medes” another name for Persia
· Siding with the Persians in the Persian war = Medizing
· Herodotus’ theory: it was because they had Medus as a ruler
· Greek myths into Greek names
· Herodotus: also why Persians and Greeks hate each other
· Greeks stole Medea, Persians stole Helen
· In the Underworld, some versions hold that Medea was married to Achilles
· Fitting, as they both put their Kleos above everything else
· Aftermath for Jason
· Broke oaths to Medea, so Hera abandons him
· Lives rest of his life old and alone, as Medea wanted
· One day he steps under Argo, which collapses, killing him




Week 11: The Hero’s Quest 

Some Characteristics of Hero Myths
· Often have one divine parent, or divine lineage, or miraculous birth 
· Great strength 
· Male companion 
· Sometimes has to perform impossible tasks
· Breaks some kind of taboo, usually punished
· Resists the temptations of a woman
· Death of companion
· Help from the gods, usually Athena
· Homeric Hero: “speaker of words and doer of deeds” (Il. 9.455)

Birth of Hercules
· Alcmene and Amphitryon, former king of Tiryns
· Alcmene is very beautiful and one night Zeus comes to her in disguised as her husband and after they sleep together, later that night, the real husband sleeps with her 
· Result is two sons, basically twins (Hercules is born the stronger of the two - the next day, Iphicles is the son of Amphitryon)
· Hera hates Hercules the most (more than the other sons of Zeus, he is special)
· When the two were babies, Hera wanted to kill Hercules (sent two snakes into the baby’s bed, but Hercules strangled the snakes)
· The king and queen know that Hera hates Hercules, so they name him Heracles (hera + kleos= the glory of Hera) trying to appease her

Milky Way
· Zeus really liked Hercules so he wanted him when he was born to be like the gods (obscure myth)
· One day when Hera was sleeping, he put the baby to her breast to feed him his milk (this would make him as close to god as possible)
· Hercules bit her and she threw him away and milk spurted everywhere and the milky way was created

Young Heracles
· Hercules is living in Thebes, and one day he was hunting and on his way back, he came across some Minyan heralds sent by their king Erginos on the way to Thebes for tribute (a Theban killed a former Minyan king)
· Hercules doesn’t like this because he thinks that the Minyans shouldn’t demand tribute
· Hercules cuts of the heralds hands, ear, etc. and send them back to their king
· King is angry and the Minyans attacks Thebes
· Hercules joins battle and has weapons from Athena (became a commander in the Theban army and he kills Erginos) now the Minyans have to pay tribute to Thebes
· Amphitryon died in the battle
· In tribute, Creon, the king of Thebes gives his daughter Megara to Hercules

Madness of Heracles	
· They are married for a while, have some children
· One day, in a fit of madness that Hera sends to Hercules, he kills the children and also kills Megara thinking that they are enemy soldiers
· Eventually Athena takes away the madness but he is ridden with guilt for what he has done (because he killed his blood relative, he is polluted by miasma, and he has to do something to get rid of the pollution)
· He exiles himself and goes to the oracle of Delphi and asks what he should do
· The oracle tells his that he should go to Tiryns (his parents kingdom ruled by his cousin Eurystheus) and complete ten tasks that Eurystheus tells his to do and then after completing it, he will become immortal
· Eurystheus is not good and serves Hera, so the two of them come up with impossible tasks that are meant to kill him
· He is a panhellenic hero (hero of all of Greece); labours occur all over Greece

The Labours of Heracles: The Panhellenic Hero 
1. Nemean Lion
· First task (bring back the skin of this lion)
· Lion is the offspring of Typhon (monster that Gaia produces from Hesiod through parthenogenesis)
· Tried to shoot it with his bow and arrow but didn’t work- it’s skin is invulnerable
· He has to wrestle it, chokes it to death, and this is when he gets his lion skin from
· He also fashions a club part of his iconography (represents his brute strength)

2. Lernaean Hydra
· Offspring of Echidna
· Snake-like monster 9 heads, 8 mortal and one immortal head
· He goes on this task with his nephew, Iolaus, son of Iphicles
· Everytime he cuts of the heads, another two pop up
· Hera sends a giant crab to distract Hercules and help the Hydra
· The crab pinches his foot, but he kills the crab and realizes that cutting of the heads isn’t working, so Iolaus uses fire to burn of the head so another head can’t grow
· After getting rid of the eight heads, Hercules cuts of the immortal head and buries it under a big rock
· In the middle of the hydra, there’s a bunch of poisonous bile, so he dips all of his arrows in the bile
· This labour doesn’t count because he had help completing it
· There are overall 12 labours, but only 10 count

3. Ceryneian Hind (deer)
· Deer sacred to Artemis
· Hercules has to chase it for a year because it is so fast
· Carries it out of the forest on his shoulders - encounters Artemis and Apollo and she is angry that he has harmed her sacred deer and demands it back (Hercules explains his task and she understands)
· He brings it back to Eurystheus
· The deer runs away after arriving
 
4. Erymantian Boar
· While he’s on the way to get the boar, he stays in a hut of a centaur named Pholos, son of Silenus
· Offered wine from Dionysus
· Pholos is drunk and falls on the poisoned arrows and dies
· Hercules hunts the boar
 
5. Augean Stables
· Must clean the stables of Augeus, king of Elis
· Augeus has a divine father (Poseidon of Helios) - has divine horses/cattle
· Hercules cleans the stables by diverting two rivers to flow through the stables
· Augeus doesn’t want to fulfill his deal to give Hercules 1/10 of the cattle and so he denies that there was ever an agreement, and there was a trial
· Hercules kills Augeus
· Puts Phyleus on the throne of Elis
· Hercules sets up the Olympic games while he’s there
· This doesn’t count because he got payed 1/10 of the cattle or because he cheated
 
6. Stymphalian Birds
· Maneating birds - the birds of Ares living at Lake Stymphalis (he needs to remove the birds from the lake)
· Athena gives him bronze castanets of Hephaestus and the noise drives the birds away
· He shoots them with his bow and arrow
 
7. Cretan Bull
· Terrorizing the island of Crete (Europa’s bull? Or Poseidon’s bull)
· Minos, the King of Crete, promises to sacrifice the bull to Poseidon, but it’s divine so Minos doesn’t want to sacrifice it so he just sacrifices a normal bull. Poseidon, angry makes the bull go mad and run around the island
· Hercules wrestles the bull and bring it back to Eurystheus
· Eurystheus hides in a pot 
· The bull is released and ends up in Marathon near Athens
 
8. Mares of Diomedes
· Diomedes, son of Ares, a Thracian king (north of Greece where barbarians are)
· Man-eating mares
· Hercules leaves the civilized world, so he brings some companions to bring him back
· Male companion (Abderus), killed by one of the mares, so Diomedes is fed to one of his horses
· Hercules found a city there and named it Abdera after the companion
· Brought the horses back and Eurystheus sacrificed them to Hera or they go to Olympus and Zeus kills them
 
9. Belt of Hippolyta
· Girdle of the Amazonian queen Hippolyta
· Daughter of Ares
· Eurystheus’s daughter, Admete wants the belt
· Don’t live in Greece (barbarians)
· Hippolyta sleeps with Hercules
· Hera comes disguised as an Amazonian spreading a rumour that Hercules is there to kidnap the queen
· He kills the queen, rips the belt off of her
· On the way back, they pass Troy (sea monster is attacking the city of Laomedon)
· The princess is set as bait/ sacrifice (Hesione), Hercules kills the monster (Hesione is not given to Hercule so Hercules wages war)

10. Cattle of Geryon
· He shoots arrow at the sun for being so hot
· Helios admires his courage and give Hercules a golden cup to travel across the desert (a boat? Flies?)
· Carries him to where Geryon lives
· Geryon, grandson of Medusa, 3 heads, has a two headed dog named Orthos
· Hercules clubs the dog
· Hera’s gadfly harasses the cattle and most run away, but Hercules captures them
 
11. Apples of Hesperides
· Golden apples that Gaia gave as wedding present to Zeus and Hera
· Guarded by the nymphs of the evening (Hesperides)
· Asks Nereus (the sea) Hercules holds him in a chokehold even when the old man changes his form
· Nereus tires out and tells him
· They pass Mt. Caucasus where Prometheus is chained up
· Prometheus tells Hercules that he can’t get the apples himself, but rather needs Atlas to help him
· Goes to Atlas and says that if he gets the apples, he will hold the weight of the sky
· Tricks Atlas to carry the sky again after he retrieves the apples
 
12. Cerberus
· Three headed guard dog of Hades
· Hercules gets initiated into the Eleusinian mysteries to get special protection in the underworld
· Theseus and Pirithous are trapped in the underworld on chairs; came down to the underworld to kidnap Persephone
· Hades says that he can borrow Cerberus as long as he doesn’t use weapons

Apotheosis of Heracles
· Has completed labours, will make him immortal eventually
· Civilizing acts, panhellenic
· Laomedon didn’t hold to deal to marry daughter Hesione to Heracles
· Deianeira to marry him → travelling home, meet centaur Nessos at the river Euenos
· Nessos tries to rape Deianeira, Heracles shoots Nessos with a poisoned arrow, Nessos tells Deianeira that the blood from his heart is a love potion, she saves a cloth with his blood on it
· Heracles doesn’t stay home much, brings home Iole, a spear prize, Deianeira not happy
· She sends him the cloth/smears the blood on a tunic that he wears (Medea parallel)
· Deianeira stereotypical Greek woman: nice but not very smart
· Heracles puts on tunic, dies gruesomely (though he builds himself pyre and lights it) → cloud forms under him, he hears thunder and is taken to Mt Olympus and becomes immortal → marries Hebe (Zeus and Hera’s daughter) goddess of youthful beauty
· Deianeira hangs herself (traditional form of suicide for women)

Theseus
· Son of Aethra, princess of Troezen, whose father is Pittheus, king of Troezen
·  Aethra slept with Poseidon and Aegeus on the same night in Athena’s temple (not punished?)
· Child was Poseidon’s, claimed by Aegeus
· Aegeus put a sword under a stone and told Aethra to have Theseus pull the sword out when he had grown up to prove his noble parentage, then send him to Athens
· This is somewhat more inflated history, originally just the son of an Athenian King

Theseus’ labours
6 labours, take place on the way to Athens, rid the road of criminals
· Periphetes/Corynetes the club bearer
· Had a club, would randomly beat people, Theseus kills him with the club
· Pityocamptes the pine bender
· Would ask passers by to help him bend a tree, then let go and let other person go flying, Theseus does same to him
· Procrustes the stretcher
· Runs an inn/hotel, invites guests into beds of weird sizes, person too short he would stretch them out, person to tall he would cut off their limbs to make them fit, Theseus cuts of Procrustes legs and head
· Sciron the robber
· Asks passers by to wash his feet, would kick them off a cliff while they did so, Theseus does the same to him
· Cercyon the wrestler
· Challenges travelers to a wrestling match, always beats them then killed them, Theseus beats him and kills him
· Crommyonian Sow
· Big female cow? Pig? Whatever, it terrorizes area, Theseus kills it
· Bull of Marathon
· Cretan bull captured by Heracles, brings it back to Greece, released, ends up in Marathon, Theseus kills the bull

Medea and Aegeus
· Theseus arrives in Athens, where Medea is a consort of King Aegeus.
· Medea plans to poison Theseus so that her own son Medus will ascend the throne
· She flees with her son Medus back to Colchis, where she finds her father Aeetes has been deposed.
· She deposes the deposer and installs her son as king. Herodotus and other historians of the time give this as a false etymology for the Persians, which they called Medes (after Medus, their king)

Crete: The Minotaur and the Labyrinth
· Theseus discovers that Athens has to send 7 boys and 7 girls every year to Crete as retribution for the death of Minos’ son Androgeus
· They are put in the labyrinth built by Daedalus, and fed to the Minotaur
· Minos promises to sacrifice a bull to Poseidon, M decides to sacrifice a lesser bull, Poseidon makes Pasiphae lust after the bull that terrorizes Crete
· Daedalus imprisoned because he helped Pasiphae, Minos’ wife, to have amorous relations with the bull (also so no one can discover the secrets of the labyrinth)
· Minotaur is born, half human half bull, Minos imprisons it in the labyrinth
· Theseus volunteers to be one of the tributes and says he will kill the minotaur (HUNGER GAMES) → promises to have white sail when he returns alive, black if dead
· Theseus arrives in Crete, Ariadne falls in love with him and wants to help him out
· She makes it possible for him to survive, he still needs to kill the Minotaur
· Goes to Daedalus, get a ball of string so he can find his way out
· Gets him to promise to take her with him, tells him to always go forward, down and right
· Come across the Minotaur, sometimes wrestles it most often kills it with a sword
· Has to make a quick getaway with most of the Athenian youth, takes Ariadne and Pheadra
· Stop in Naxos, where Theseus realizes he doesn’t want to bring Ariadne home, some say he loses interest, in some myths Athena tells him not to, in some Dionysus makes him forget about her so he can have her to himself
· When she awakes, she is distraught, been abandoned, betrayed her family, Dionysus falls in love with her and marries her
· In some versions he later makes her immortal
· Most often, in Athenian versions have Dionysus make Theseus forget her
· Theseus punished with forgetfulness, forgets to sail with white sails, father thinks he’s dead, Aegeus throws self into the Aegean

Theseus the kidnapper
· He and his friend Perithous want to marry daughters of Zeus, kidnap Helen, Theseus gives her to his mother to raise
· Try to kidnap Persephone as a bride of Pirithous, counts as catabasis (descent into underworld)
· They sit down at some point, unable to get up, Heracles sees them there and pulls off Theseus, but unable to free his companion
· While Theseus is in Hades, Castor and Pollux rescue Helen back from captivity

Theseus’ later years
· Later marries Phaedra, sister of Ariadne
· Women of this family cursed with unnatural lust because of the actions of Pasiphae (mother of Ariadne, Phaedra, and the Minotaur)
· An explanation for Phaedra’s lust for Hippolytus, her own son detailed in the play Hippolytus
· In the Hippolytus myth, Theseus reads Phaedra’s suicide note, curses Hippolytus with a wish from Poseidon, which Poseidon grants because in this tradition he is Theseus’ “real” father.

Birth of Perseus
· Acrisius, king of Argos, told by oracle that a male born from his daughter Danae will one day kill him → tries to prevent this by locking Danae in a basement shelter covered in Bronze
· Danae very pretty, Zeus likes her and wants to sleep with her
· Comes to her as a golden shower, impregnates her
· Acrisius locks Danae and child up in a box and sets them out to sea, they survive, chest washes up of Seriphos, where they are taken in by a fisherman Dictys
· Perseus grows up quite humbly
· Polydectes, ruler of Sephiros and brother of Dictys the fisherman, wants to marry Danae, Perseus gets in the way because he doesn’t like Polydectes
· Competition to marry Hippodameia in another town, fake premise! → men all have to give Polydectes tribute to support his attempt → Perseus promises to do whatever he wants as he cannot give him anything → sent to bring back the head of Medusa

The Slaying of Medusa
· Perseus helped by Athena and Hermes, tell him to go see the Graeae, the sister of the gorgons, who collectively had one eye and one tooth
· Graeae knows how to find the Hesperides, who guard the apples and special tools of the gods
· To force them to tell him Perseus takes their eye and tooth, he goes and gets Hermes’ winged sandals, Hades’ cap of invisibility, special pouch to carry the head safely, receives a sickle/sword from Hermes made of adamantine (Wolverine!) and a bronze shield from Athena
· Uses the shield to see Medusa, decapitates Medusa
· Who is Medusa?
· Once was a beautiful human woman, raped in the temple of Athena by Poseidon
· Punished for being raped by having her hair turned to snakes, made into a gorgon and makes her appearance so horrifying that looking at her turns people to stone
· Other gorgon immortal monsters
· When decapitated, pregnant-ish, out pop Pegasus and Chrysaor (giant with a sword, father of Geryone)
· Puts head in special bag, flies off

On the Way Home
· Perseus passes Atlas, who had heard oracle that a son of Zeus will steal the apples, questions Perseus, who shows him the head and turns Atlas into a mountain

Andromeda
· Passes Ethiopia, sees Andromeda chained to rock
· Daughter of Cepheus and Cassiopeia, who had bragged that her daughter is more beautiful than the nereids
· Land plagued by a sea monster
· Parents consult oracle, told to sacrifice Andromeda to the monster
· White? Greeks didn’t know who lived in Ethiopia, make everyone seem Greek/talk like them/act like them/etc.
· Perseus falls in love with her, makes deal to marry Andromeda if he kills the monster, flies around and stabs at it, is successful
· Parents happy to let him marry daughter, but Cepheus’ brother Phineas previously betrothed to Andromeda, he and his men attack the wedding, Perseus kills a bunch, then shows head of Medusa
· Brings Andromeda home to Seriphos, where he finds that mom and dad have been suffering under Polydictes
· Gives back him weapons, head of Medusa to Athena who puts it in her aegis
· Returns to Argos with Danae and Andromeda to find out about his grandfather
· Acrisius flees to Larissa, where a pentathlon is being held
· Perseus also goes to take part in the Athletic games, while competing accidentally hits grandfather with a discus and kills him
· Would this have even happened if they had been aware, if Acrisius hadn’t tried to avoid his fate?
· Perseus buries grandfather, doesn’t want to take Argos throne, trades it for Tiryns (also fortifies Mycenae)
· Lives out a good life, many children, one Perseus said to be the founder of Persian race
· Alcaueus → Amphitryion
· Eletryon → Alcmene → mother of Hercules  
Week 12: Theban Cycle
Thebes
· Tragedy capital of the greek world
· Not to be confused with Thebes in Egypt
· Theban royal family tree in slides (Ino and Autonoe shown)
· Creon leader at the time
[image: ]
Europa
· Mixed in with Cretan bull myth
· Young, pretty, princess of Phoenicia
· Zeus appears to her as a tame bull, she is afraid at first but she eventually pets it/puts a garland on it/tries to ride it → takes off across the water (from Asia to Europe, Crete)
· Zeus has his way with her → Minos (minotaur dad), Sarpedon (TW), Rhadamanthys
· Sets up the foundation for Thebes → her father send out her brothers to find her, Cadmus goes West but ends up further north in Boeotia → can’t find her, goes to oracle in Delphi, told not to continue looking but rather to follow a cow around until it collapses and establish a city (Thebes) there

The Beginning of Thebes
· Cadmus wants to sacrifice the cow for good luck, sends men to get water for the sacrifice process → men encounter a massive snake at the spring (sacred to Ares), most of his men killed
· One man survives, tells Cadmus, Cadmus kills the serpent, Athena comes to him and tells him to plant the teeth of the serpent in the soil and men will grow to help him establish his city (Spartoi → men grown from the earth, sown men)
· Cadmus afraid, throws rocks, men turn on each other, 5 survive
· Cadmus marries Harmonia (daughter of Aphrodite and Ares) → she gets a necklace from Hephaestus → both turned into serpents at the end of their lives

Daughters of Cadmus
· Autonoe → mother of Actaeon (saw Artemis naked, turned into stag, killed by his own dogs)
· Ino (believed Semele, nursed Dionysus, punished for her hubris, jumps off cliff)
· Semele, mother of Dionysus, tricked by Hera, spontaneously combusts at the sight of Zeus’ true form
· Agave, mother of Pentheus (denied Dionysus, torn to pieces by his own mother)

Laius
· Several fundamental part of what causes fate
· Exposure avoids blood guilt, no miasma → never works out in myth
· Send a shepherd out to expose child, nail his feet (?) to the ground → found by herders who bring the child to the royal family of Corinth → Oedipus (swollen foot)

Oedipus
· Grows up to be very strong → idea of royalty making you better than other humans
· Mocked for illegitimacy → asks mother if true, she wouldn’t tell him, becomes obsessed with knowing the truth (gets him into trouble!), goes to oracle at Delphi and is told he will kill father and sleep with mother
· To avoid this fate he leaves Corinth → on the way runs into a travelling party who kill one of his horses and in response he kills the party including Laius

Arrives in Thebes
· City is plagued by sphinx (body of a lion, wings, head of a woman → daughter of Echidna and Typhon)
· City harassed because the king was killed → city itself has a sort of miasma
· Sphinx will leave if someone can answer her riddle
· Essentially: 4 legs morning, 2 legs afternoon, 3 legs at night
· Man!→ if you couldn’t solve the riddle, sphinx would kill you
· Creon (temporary king) declares whoever can solve the riddle will be made king and will be allowed to marry Jocasta
· Oedipus arrives on the scene, answer the riddle
· Sphinx throws herself off the Acropolis 

Oedipus the King
· Has been years since he solved the riddle
· Has Sons: Polyneices, Eteocles, and daughters: Ismene, Antigone
· BUT miasma from murder of Laius catches up Oedipus
· Creon consults the oracle → city being punished, will be relieved when murderer of Laius is banished/killed
· Oedipus promises to do anything he can to find the killer
· Asks the people to give up the killer
· Calls for Tiresias (important seer for Thebes) at Creon’s suggestion
· Tiresias reluctant to say anything, Oedipus forces him, tell Oedipus that he is the murderer
· Oedipus obsessed with the truth → believes name connected with the word oida (I know, actually connected to swollen foot) → ironic, truth is hitting him in the face all play long
· Oedipus unable to believe it, accuses Tiresias and Creon of plotting to overthrow him, even after hearing the truth
· Jocasta comes to break up fight, says you can’t trust the oracle, tells story of her child to show that the story is bullshit → irony!
· Slowly, Oedipus starting to realizes that he was Laius’ killer
· Also say my oracle was bs, I got the same oracle and it didn’t come true
· Still thinks/believes his parents are in Corinth, accepts self as polluter → sends for shepherd that survived the attack on the road
· Messenger arrives: King of Corinth died of natural causes, corroborates Oedipus’ theory of not having killed his father
· At this point, Oedipus refuses to believe
· Messenger tells him, oh, King and Queen of Corinth not Oedipus’ parents → messenger the one to bring O to Corinth
· Conveniently, shepherd that exposed the baby only one to have survived the attack on the road → Jocasta doesn’t want to know, better to live in ignorance than find out the truth, but Oedipus has to know
· Like Tiresias, shepherd unwilling to reveal truth but eventually confirms Oedipus as Laius’ killer and messenger as the one to take Oedipus to Corinth
· Truth has all come out
· Did their actions lead to their fate? Did the fates know what their response to the oracle would be? Was it inevitable?
· Oedipus angry
· Tragic hero, doesn’t fit the hero paradigm
· Ahs, makes critical discovery
· realizing his guilt and in his grief, he stabs his own eyes out with her broach → in greek, idea of knowing related to idea of seeing (oida, I know → itha, past tense of seeing), getting rid of sight like getting rid of knowing
· Goes into exile in Colonis, Antigone takes care of him in his exile

Sigmund Freud, Oedipus complex
· Desire of all men as children to kill father and marry mother

Antigone
· Polyneices and Etiocles → cursed by Oedipus (why?), don’t get along, fight over who gets to rule Thebes → supposed to share rule in alternating years
· Polyneices attacks Thebes when Etiocles doesn’t give up the throne after a year → men fight at each of Thebes’ 7 gates (7 against Thebes) → brothers kill each other
· Creon becomes king again, decrees that no one can bury Polyneices and the other attackers
· Antigone appalled by this decree, wants to bury her brother → Creon going against divine law→ Antigone sneaks out, performs the rite, caught by Creon who sentences her to death by burying her alive in a cave with a stone over it
· Antigone not normal woman → puts aside marriage for her brother (ever faithful to her family at the cost of her own life)
· Haimon gets his father to relent, who sends him to get her from the cave
· BUT she hung herself  while in the cave → Haimon kills himself upon finding her → his mother (Eurydice → not the important one) also kills herself
· Creon’s punishment to lose entire family
· He believed his own civil law above divine law → hubris
 
Janus 
· 2 heads, doors, temple with 2 sets of doors, open if at war, closed in peacetimes
 
Pomona and Vertumnus
· Pomona associated with gardening, human cultivated nature, fruitful abundance
· No interest in love (not like other nymphs who were either Artemis type sworn virgin or up for sex all the time)
· Pursued by many, not interested, Vertumnus one of the suitors, most insistent
· Vertumnus, god of seasons/change, shapeshifter
· Came to her in different forms each day (reaper, hedger, soldier, fisherman, etc) always rejected→ then comes to her as an old woman
· They talk, old woman kisses her as no old woman would but Pomona still doesn’t know who it is, tries to convince Pomona to marry → gardening metaphor, grafting → you should marry Vertumnus
· Tells story of Iphis, a man who hung himself when he was rejected by Anaxarete → she still says no
· Finally, V reveals himself as a handsome young man, she is won over, all consensual

Aeneas
· Greek character in Iliad, son of Aphrodite and Anchises, (see HH to Aphrodite)
· Fought for the Trojans, saved by Aphrodite (who is wounded by Diomedes)
· Wasn’t fated to die (unlike Sarpedon, who couldn’t be saved despite being Zeus’ son)
· Had a grand fate to establish a new Troy (probably added to the mythos by the Romans)
· Famous Image: Aeneas carrying aged father Anchises, son Ascanius/Iulus, and the penates of Troy as it burns
· Penates are Roman domestic gods, taking the penates of Troy signifies his claim to being the head of the “household” of Troy
· Taking both his aged father and his sons shows his devotion to his family, very distinct from the Greek portrayal of a hero
· Much of the sack of Troy told in the Aeneid, written during reign of Augustus, Virgil
· There were previous dramas, Aeneid first to really take off, blending of the 2 big epics, has shades of the Iliad and of the Odyssey (during his journey to found the new Troy)
· Scylla and Charybdis make a reappearance
· Aeneas different type of hero than Achilles, Odysseus
· Closer to modern sense, actually a decent human, dutiful to everything (family, Gods, state, etc)
· Extremely pious, in fact his full name is Pius Aeneas where we get the modern word
· Does what he should to the utmost, These characters essential to Roman society
· Reflection of Roman state like family structure, very different from Greek model, ancestors very important (death masks in the home, etc), pater familias
· In his journeys to found the new Troy, comes to North Africa, Carthage ruled by Queen Dido 
· Hero tempted by a woman, Aeneas falls in love with Dido who tells him to stay in Carthage with her and establish the city and live a happy life  
· Mercury tells him his fate is to go to Italy
· Torn between duty to his love and duty to the gods
· In the end does the right thing: sails on
· Dido commits suicide (most famous part of the epic)
· Like Odysseus, has a Katabasis: goes to underworld 
· Guided by Sybil (priestess unique to the romans)
· Sybil similar to Cassandra, Apollo liked her, she asks to live as many years as grains of sand, forgets to ask for agelessness
· Leads him into the underworld where he speaks to Odysseus, who tells him a bit about the Odyssey, speaks to father, learns how to get to Italy
· Journey to Italy takes him 10 years
· Rather than Poseidon stopping Aeneas from getting home, it’s Juno
· She hates Aeneas because she loves Carthage, it was fated that the Romans would one day defeat Carthage, she hates him in expectation of it
· Romans really blend history and mythology, much more so than Greeks
· Rome and Carthage enemies because of what Aeneas did to Dido
· Ends up in Italy, makes war with native Italian Tribe, the Etruscans,
· Marries native princess, establishes a new Kingdom called Latium (not yet Rome)
· Romans sensitive to the fact that they don’t have an old history
· This myth an attempt to establish an ancient lineage descended from the Greeks

Romulus and Remus
· The so called “main” Roman myth
· Latium and nearby Alba Longa ruled by king Numitor
· Numitor, apparently descendent of Aeneas, King of Alba Longa
· Daughter Rhea Silvia
· Brother Amulius usurps throne, makes Rhea Silvia a Vestal Virgin
· RS raped by Mars, gives birth to twins, babies exposed by uncle near the Tiber river
· Gods were looking out, banks overflowed, waters carried babies downshore to be suckled by a she wolf and then be found by a shepherd to raise them on the Palatine
· Twins grow up, kill Amulius, put Numitor back on throne, decide to establish own city
· Dispute over where to locate it: Palatine or Aventine hill?
· Rome eventually sat on 7 hills, including those 2
· Let the Gods decide, communicated through augury,
· Looking at bird flight patterns (other methods involved sacrificing an animal and examining its liver)
· 2 outcomes in myths
· 1: Romulus kills remus before building
· 2: Romulus begins building, Remus laughs that the walls are too small, Romulus kills him
· Later, emperors take up entire Palatine hill
· Where we get the word Palace from
· Romulus’ city originally only populated by men, in order to get women devises a trick
· Asks Sabines for women, they refuse, he invites them to a festival, during festival men snatch women (Rape of the Sabines)
· When Sabines make war against the Romans, the women throw themselves between their husbands and fathers/brothers, prominent among these women Hersilia (wife of Romulus and daughter of Sabine King)
· One day, Romulus mysteriously disappears in a cloud
· Apotheosis, becomes the god Quirinus and Hersilia becomes Hora
· Romans worship Quirinus, becomes a state god, Romans sometimes known as Quirinites
· Romans see selves as descended from Mars, as a violent, militaristic society

Rape of Lucretia
· Some argue it isn’t myth, questionable
· Romans had a thing about blending history and Myth
· Myth occurs during the reign of the last Roman king, Tarquinius Superbus
· There were 7 kings starting with Romulus before becoming a Republic, then an Empire
· Superbus was a foreign Etruscan king, not actually Roman
· Superbus means haughty, not well thought of by his subjects
· In a siege against a neighbouring city, men of Rome start discussing wives, bragging about the virtue of their wives
· Among the group is Sextus Tarquinius, son of the king
· Collatinus convinced that no other woman could compare to his, Lucretia
· Men decide to go see, go to palace → find women partying and drinking
· Lucretia frantically spinning to make cloaks for the soldiers
· Spinning the sign of feminine virtue, ultimate matrona
· Matrona position very important to the fabric of the family, takes care of the household
· Roman women have a certain amount of behind the scenes power
· Collatinus bursts in when he sees her crying out of worry
· Sextus becomes inflamed with love by her virtue, later he leaves the siege and goes back to Collatinus’ home, welcomed as a related noble
· In the middle of the night he goes to her room, threatens her, I’m Sextus Tarquinius have sex with me, thinks he can do whatever because he’s the prince, threatens to kill her and a slave and leave them in bed together
· Next day, she calls for her husband and father, confesses to them, in no way do they blame her, say she's not to blame because she was forced
· She blames herself, kills herself with a sword, heroic end
· Husband and father are crying over her, other noble Brutus comes in, has had enough of the tyrants, swears to get rid of the Tarquinians, establish a Republic in 509 BCE
· Republic lasts for 550 years, even during the empire the senate still existed, very proud of the Republic
· Government is established because of a woman, chaste matrona very important, Romans saw a good woman as very important
· Lucretia probably never existed, if she did story has been highly mythologized

Julius Caesar
· Definitely existed
· BUT, Romans make him a god after his death → create own myth
· Iulii claimed descent from Aeneas, Iulus the son of Aeneas
· Also claiming descent from Venus, accepted
· Republic had landed in a civil war
· C very famous because he conquered Gaul, even went to Britain
· Caesar defeated Pompey, fled to Egypt where the royal family beheaded Pompeyg been crumbling, change in the army structure lead to armies becoming loyal to individuals over the state, allowed individuals to rise to great power
· The people loEssentially ved Caesar, helped the common man, opposed Pompey the Great
· 
· C ends up sleeping with Cleopatra, has a son
· C comes back to Rome is most powerful man, is made dictator for life (instead of 6 months) → people of Rome okay with it, other senators not, see Cleopatra as bad influence and Caesar trying to set self up as King
· One day in a senate meeting, Senators all have daggers and collectively stab him to death on the Ides of march
· Brutus one → repeated name as from Lucretia myth, claimed to be descended
· Brutus played himself up as a kingslayer → backfired, people upset
· Caesar had no legitimate sons, named grandnephew Octavian/Augustus as heir
· Octavian (A) not really a military mind, but very intelligent political man
· Held funeral games during which a comet appeared, said to the divine Caesar
· Octavian and others hunt down and kill all of the political opponents, becomes the sole leader, Senate gave him everything, Imperator, name Augustus → first emperor of Rome with full consent of the Senate and the people on his side
· Played up his ancestry, Venus, Aeneas, notion that his father Caesar was divine, image of a comet on all his coins
· Had the Aeneid written, Ovid’s Metamorphoses also written
· Met. has the apotheosis of Caesar at the end, legitimizes A’s claims
· Says that Venus was there at the moment of Caesar’s death







==============================================
[bookmark: h.mqx9ezal7iy1]Readings after tt2.
Just my way of giving back to you guys, here are my summaries for the readings after TT2. Reminder: this is my own interpretation of the readings, and I also used other sources when I didn’t understand what what in the assigned text or felt lazy reading the whole thing.
[bookmark: h.ysl04b583fu9]byUPDATED. USE AT YOUR OWN RISK!!!
UPDATED (just read the first one i posted -- below. I fixed some typos, no changes made in stories and fixed order of the myths so it’s not confusing):
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8yr5260mf0myj0o/UPDATED%20readings%20after%20tt2.pdf?dl=0 

Previous one: https://www.dropbox.com/s/c2b24tosp95yri5/CLA204%20readings%20Part%203.pdf?dl=0 
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