Holocaust 2 – Class Notes
Lecture 1 – 11/01/2019
· Jan 17 – Resuce in the Philippines – Empress Walk Cineplex.
· Jan 27 – Who Will Write Our History – Hot Docs
· Jan 28 - The Era of the Holocaust Witness – Jackman Humanities.
· Jan 31 – Lipstadt – “Antisemitism”
· ***
· Enormous expansion of the War.
· Chelmno is up and running.
· Flash-over phenomenon – not step by step – ramping up of killing moves from a progression to an explosion.
· Difference between a fire in a house and a house on fire.
· Fire in a house can be confined to one room.
· A house on fire – temperature is extremely high – impossible to put it out – the only thing you can do is prevent the fire spreading to neighbouring buildings.
· Earlier in Holocaust history, things could be reversed.
· By 1942, we see an escalation of speed and concentration of effort – almost impossible to be reversed.
· In the beginning of 1942, after years of persecution, ghettoization and mass killing, about 75% of the Jews in Europe were still alive.
· Within a year, only 25% were still alive.
· ***
· First people who were targeted were disabled children.
· This is where mass killing began.
· By the end of 1939, the program included adults as well.
· Police, doctors, and SS men were involved in T4.
· These people became the centrepiece for an expanded program of murdering Jews.
· ***
· Franz Stangl started his career in the T4 Program.
· Almost all of the commandants started their careers as killers of the disabled.
· Process of contagion.
· ***
· International scale of the Holocaust – one of the themes of the course.
· The Holocaust was inextricably linked to the war.
· The war remains an important part of this history.
· Instead of the Germans being on the ascendance, the Germans began to retreat during the period covered in this course.
· Holocaust is HUMAN HISTORY.
· Perpetrators aren’t from Mars.
· Victims aren’t faceless.
· You need to look at the humanity of everyone involved.
· This idea of remembering the Holocaust as human history is important ethically and analytically.
· Stangl was good at lying to himself. He was good at compartmentalization. He was a very ambitious person.
· ***
· Franz Suchomel – In Claude Lanzmann’s “Shoah”:
· Franz Suchomel (3 December 1907 – 18 December 1979) was a Sudeten German Nazi war criminal. He participated in the Action T4 euthanasia program, in Operation Reinhard, and the Einsatzgruppen actions in the Adriatic operational zone. He was convicted at the Treblinka trials in September 1965 and spent four years in prison.
· Close to 1 million Jews were killed at Treblinka.
· There were not many Germans there.
· Most of the perpetrators were foreign collaborators – primarily Ukrainians and Latvians.
· Only a handful of Jews weren’t killed upon arrival – they were called ‘Work Jews.’
· ***
· Violence is not just the act of killing, it is the poisoning of a whole set of social relations.
· ***
· Helene Berr assignment – Jan 25.
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