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Exemplary Women of Early China

	In this reflection, the text Exemplary Women of Early China will be discussed in connection with the initial understanding of treatment of women in china.

	Exemplary Women of Early China is valuable for not just the culture, but also the influence of Lienü Zhuan had in the centuries that followed. In a recap, the 125 women who lived their honorable, violent, and pernicious lives in China centuries before the birth of Christ have met the interlocutor worthy of their name. Anne Behnke Kinney has changed the views about governance, Confucian morality, and social civility in the early empire by showing the centrality of women in politics and society. 

	For more than 2,000 years the Lienü Zhuan played a central role in the education of young women, teaching them the norms of behavior that Confucian society demanded of them. They learned to be modest and self-effacing, yielding gracefully to their fathers, brothers, and husbands. Furthermore, they avoided anything that would bring discredit to their families. They learned that death was preferable to dishonor, and that suicide was an honorable way out of situations that offered only bad moral choices. Young women, generation after generation, learned to emulate the conspicuous virtues of the exemplary women, and to shrink in horror from the counter-examples of “bad” women, like the sexually voracious serial widow Lady Xia Ji. Anne Kinney’s graceful and faithful translation of this important text is both instructive and entertaining; these biographies make wonderful stories. Her extensive introduction places the work in context; her voluminous notes enhance the biographies.

	In the text, it says “The Lady of Wey, Ding Jiang, Bade farewell to the wife and composed an ode. Merciful, loving, and kind… her intelligence and far-seeing wisdom are displayed in her cultivated speech” [1]. This arises ethos because Lady of Wey is one of many women who has shown astonishment in her intelligence. Not only her personality is incredible, but her speech and intelligence are credited. She knows what she is talking about. Her views are grounded and cultivated. 

	Overall, the reflection of the text Exemplary Women of Early China is a unique piece that highlights the worth of women intelligence in China. Its reflection of the culture is still seen today in China. Women are proving their intelligence as worthy while being respected amongst their families. Due to Lienü Zhuan, women in China have learned their norms of behavior through society, culture, and the self 
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