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[bookmark: _7jhlv5olfloo]Week 2 : Knowing Canada: nation, identity, geography 
______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _88ijsp6yvpvx]Mackey, E. ‘Death by landscape’: race, nature and gender in Canadian nationalist mythology’

Key Themes: Geographical Imagination for Nation Building (Race, Gender, Wilderness), Colonialism

· This reading focuses on cultural politics of race, gender, and nature in the nationalist ideas of the Canada First Movement, the Group of Seven, Margaret Atwood, and Northrop Frye. 

· Landscape art and literature useful for constructing Canada in particular ways

· Canada First movement – “Britain of the North” differentiates from US via gendered and racialized tropes of nature and geography
· North as “energy, strength, self-reliance, health, purity” VS. South as “decay and disease”

· Nation building goals of Canada
· depended upon flexible and constantly transforming race and cultural politics 
· managing the diverse populations of the country and also doing the symbolic work of imagining and creating national identity 

· Throughout Canada's history the economy was based on extracting resources, appropriating Native lands, and importing labour for the purpose of nation-building. The politics of the nation has been based on the flexible management of diverse populations to build the nation

· The role of Mythologies in building national identity
· Constantly evolving
· Up until WWII, based upon exclusion of racial and cultural difference and british power
· Then there was the intro of Multicultural policy; nation that is tolerant

· Throughout the changes, images of Canadian wilderness as national symbol; as a central component of nationalist mythology

· Canada First Movement
· Belief that Canada was a "Britain of the North,"
· Attempt to maintain British hegemony and white racial homogeneity, the basis of Canada's supposed superiority

· This racialized "Canadianness" was used to assert similarity between Canada and Britain and other northern and "civilized" nations, to differentiate northern and southern peoples "races," and to distinguish Canada from the United States.

· Northern race was superior, the South was other: inferior, weaker, and--predictably -- essentially female.
· The US was the south
· Northern climate was "a fundamental political and social advantage," because a "persistent process of natural selection" based on climate would ensure that it would avoid the "Negro problem" that was a "troublesome nightmare" in the United States

[bookmark: _35r3bkiimzuw]“Margaret Atwood, the settler viewpoint ofnature-not as noble but rather as "ignoble savagen-plays a key role in defining Canadian identity ”
“In Atwood's description, nature and wilderness are certainly not inviting or comfortable to humans. This wilderness-the quintessential Canadian landscape-is overpowering; it is a place in which one can become lost, even die. It is also a place in which the presence of Aboriginal people has been erased, making the paintings an assertion of a nationalist form of terra nullius”

The rejection of a European aesthetic does not mean, 
however, that it was not a colonizing aesthetic. The 
obliteration ofhuman presence-specifically the presence 
ofAboriginal people-and the foregroundingof nature as 
savage and dangerous reflects the view of European set- 
tlers, only in a different way than the Picturesque or the 
Sublime. They represent the sense of settlers alone in the 
bush-unable to control it-to even imagine it

Earlier picturesque landscapes as well as constructions 
of Canadian northernness by the Canada First Movement 
construct the landscape is noble; it is tamed, and mirrors 
the traits of the people who have colonized it. The 
"wilderness" aesthetic is the other 
side, the dark side of this stere- 
A constant theme otype nature. This Could Applyto the paintings of the Group of in debates about Seven and to the more recent Canadian identity nationalist work of Atwood and < Frye. In her book Survival, the " ot Atwood arwes that in Canadian that Canada is literature nature is perceived as a victimized by "monster," an evil betrayer. The distrust of nature emerged, she various forms suggests, because of the disjunc- of colonialism, ture during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century, most recent 'y between expectations imported American cultural with the settlers from land imperialism. about the gentle nature ofnature, and the harsh realities of Canadian settlement

Margaret Atwood, and Northrop Frye have mobilized this "unseizable virginityn-the en- 
gulfing and overpowering wilderness-in similar ways in their shared project of defining and constructing Cana- dian identity. All utilize a gendered version ofwilderness 
to distinguish Canada from more powerful external oth- ers, such as the U.S. or Britain, in order to define Canadianness


[bookmark: _g9ods2ke3g1r]

[bookmark: _hsdzy9jcg004]Dittmer: Captain Canuck and Canadian Nationalism
 
[bookmark: _gf20xl738i6w]Loud and Soft Canadian nationalism

· Canadian national identity has been interpreted as stemming from collective fears of American dominance, leading to chronic insecurities about Canada’s uniqueness in politics and culture in continental setting

· 1960’s efforts at Anglophone Canadian nationalism expanded   
· Canadians challenged American dominance on continent while Quebec’s Quiet Revolution made project of national coherence urgent and uncertain

· Pressures served as consistent catalysts for Anglo-Canadian national identity

· Canada’s relationship with the US was source of anxiety; some Canadians feared American colonization under guise of 1988 Canada-US Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

· Anglophone nationalism highlights integrity in national character & role of North, other nationalisms are still evident
· First nations people have strong connections to certain territories, forming basis for variety of movements towards sovereignty
· Sentiments oscillate between sovereignty that Quebecois push for to the assimilationist vision inherent in French-Canadian identity
· Immigrants from all over the globe struggle to maintain distinctive ethnic identity or go by “Canadian”.

· Difficulties address effort made by some cultural critics to maintain cultural diversity within an overarching national unity

·  Many national identities circulate within & beyond Canadian state, there’s varying degree as to how citizens accept, internalize and promote ways of understanding self and other

· Captain Canuck is rooted in multifaceted Anglo-Saxon vision.

· Anglo-Canadian identity has been constructed by contrasting it against its brash and aggressive American counterpart, allows Canadians to take pride in quiet passion, differentiating themselves from American version

· This interpretation is challenged by increasingly “loud” Anglo-Canadian nationalism evident in domestic commercial culture of last 2 decades

· Some critics contend Canadian identity has become “American” in its expression over the recent past, an alternative explanation is it represents increasing influence of culture industries in construction & dissemination of Anglo-Canadian identity for domestic consumption.
· From this perspective, diffidence has always been a myth & consumer-products devised successful advertising, manipulating assumption while bringing in more consumable sense of national pride.
· Most examples of more assertive forms of Canadian identity are spread by firms & artists, making it their business to sell Canadian image to consumers of Canada

· Captain Canuck has 4 distinct series: 3 issues in 1975 by Comely, 12 issue ’79 to ’80 produced by larger group of artists, 4 issues ’93 to ’96 by Comely, and 3 issue series ’04 by Riel and Langloid, assisted by Comely.
· Canuck works for Canadian International Security Organization in first 2 series
· In ’93, a new character decides to become Captain Canuck after reading the comic book
· In ’04, third new character draws inspiration from original series

· Most comic publications at that time were by American publishers featuring American heroes in American settings
· Captain Canuck was a nationalistic statement by Canada

[bookmark: _9m6vldsqfel2]Canuck and Canadian Quality
· First series imagines a future where Canada is the most powerful country in the world, set in ‘93

· The image of Canadian empowerment was well received by readers and media.

· Comely used idea of “Canadian” quality to construct national identity against that of USA

· Captain Canuck was a product of his own hard work, moral steadfastness as opposed to Captain America who was product of a government experiment. His strength came from health, diet and exercise and his alertness and determination from a strong clean mind.

· Comely’s grassroots feel to the comic appealed to readers, even promising every subscriber to issue No.4 a personal letter. The higher quality of the comic appealed as well.

· Reader self-identification with superior Canadian quality reveals an understanding of the comic book’s status as an underdog in a world dominated by impersonal US comics

· Comely ‘s initial intention with Captain Canuck was to develop steadfast, principled national hero for his audience and was motivated by blend of Canadian patriotism and religious conviction, but operated from a difficult position.
· Small Canadian market meant steep production in costs, revenue shortfalls and evolution of Captain Canuck reveals as much about capital as it does nationalism
· The first run ended in ’75 when after the 3rd issue, lack of funding and unsophisticated storylines forced the production company out of business.

· The 2nd appearance of Canuck led to changes in hopes of securing enough revenue to keep the operation going. It was less grassroots and made efforts to developing more accessible and conventional storylines, hooks and plot twists, and increased distribution.         	
· The stories departed from Canada and developed storylines w/less overtly nationalistic content, hoping to make the story more relevant, sophisticated and attractive to Canadian AND American readers
· Some changes undermined readers ability to position innate Canadian quality against American self-inflation
· No. 5 reveals Canuck’s fighting ability actually to be a result of an alien beam that gave him his powers without knowing it. This was meant to boost readership across North America
· A segment of readers did not agree, one stating “to me, this makes him seem phony. It lowers him to the level of the American superheroes...”
· The comic book became increasingly American in storyline, design, distribution and Canadians found the vision of Canada to be less seductive than prior issues

[bookmark: _s8lrkq2jpucc]Canuck and Multiculturalism
· Multiculturalism has been of central concern among Canadian culture critics, debate focusing on whether or not multiculturalism is valuable or realistic in this national context

· In the first series, Comely created a “vigorous unity”: diverse cultural perspectives within a Canadian framework
· Portrayed an Anglo-Canadian fantasy in which separatism is linked with criminal behavior

· Canuck has 2 deputies: Redcoat and Kebec, reflecting Anglophone-Francophone split in Canadian national culture. Characters offered no sign of real conflict in Canada and have no real difference between them beside name and uniform.



· In No. 11, Kebec speaks French without translation in certain scenes. Some Canadian readers reveled at use of French dialogue, and Canuck also speaks French w/o dialogue. Their shared ability exemplified for readers acceptance and accommodation of diverse cultures within Canada’s national framework, differentiating it from America’s.
· One reader from Toronto stated they’ve always been interested in Captain Canuck but never expected the comic to venture into such sensitive area as Canadian bilingualism especially because the magazine was so dependant on popularity for its existence
· One American reader stated that perhaps the French could be translated for loyal fans in the states.

· These two letters appeared in the same print, creating an effect: Canadians are different from America b/c they do not require a translation, Canadians are multicultural.

· While Captain Canuck celebrates cultural differences within nationalist vision, underlying message is assimilation under a form of decentralized federalism.
· 1980 Issue – Redcoat and Kebec successfully defeat South African terrorists and Canuck exclaims “Let’s just say the passed the test”
· The episode fronts the notion that a strong Canada is built upon internal loyalty and trust among diverse cultural groups & faith that national authority will prevail over regional power.
· In real world context, test could be understood to question whether Quebec if left to undertake its own referendum, would do the ‘right thing’, vote against sovereignty
· In the ’93 series, Captain Canuck Reborn, the new character Darren Oak of Ontario, confronts his evil brother from inciting civil war b/w French and English Canadians. Reading his son’s essay that states “two nations who live in peace under one flag” convinces Darren that national unity takes precedence over his brother.



[bookmark: _8r0cdoapedze]The West Coast Canuck and Canadian Diffidence

·  The Langlois brothers attempted to ground the character and his nationalism in the present, representing a different Canada than their predecessor.
· Canuck in their version is a Mountie who fights crime “because he can”. He pits Canadian traits against the perception of a bombastic, self-important America, while Langlois brothers adopted the style and conventions of American comic books.
· Canuck has no superpowers or fighting skills, he seeks the path of least physical resistance. He allows himself to be shot in one story, which shames the aggressor, to which he stands and apologizes for fooling her.

· Plot and dialogue are not only statements about Canadian identity, but also satire of American comic book genre.
· The parody is clear when Canuck reveals why he decided to become Captain Canuck “my parents weren’t murdered, no one killed my partner, not part of a top secret government agent”, satirizing the moral code that underpins the American hero

· West Coast Canuck is intended to be hip, low-key and socially conscious and the series is replete with references to Canadian pop culture

· The 2004 series offers a more assertive and louder proclamation of Canadian identity that issues forth under façade of diffidence. Insider references are central to louder form of Canadian identity, a marketing strategy that uses local knowledge about pop culture to create a sense of belonging

[bookmark: _jc4n031h8xi]
[bookmark: _3vl4j5nzr6rs]

[bookmark: _vupahwt5s1ox]Week 3: Canada and the Violent Geographies of Colonialism
______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _e5868ve9fg5k]Mawani: Legalities of nature: law, empire and wilderness landscapes in Canada

The Canadian Tourism Commission suggests nature as both temporality and spatiality reminiscent of imperial expansion, a moment outside of European history and empty terrain waiting to be discovered.

· Canada’s true nature may well be a national essence rooted in nation’s mythical and celebrated values of law, order and liberty

· Law and nature are perceived to be opposing & ontologically distinct

· Mawani argues that law, nature and empire have overlapping genealogies depending on critical attention
· How do law and nature constitute each other and been shaped by colonial processes of the past and present?
· In what ways have law and nature as celebrated characteristics of Canada’s true nature worked to forge racialized national identity, one that elides the nation’s troubled colonial histories?

· Mawani argues that real spaces of nature (wilderness landscapes, including parks) are legal constructs that normalize nature as law’s constitutive exterior and as nation’s myth of empty origins

· Nature with law and liberty are key cultural signifiers of national distinctiveness, racialized and rooted in British imperialism, figured in the making of moral and physical English landscape.

· Canadian desire for law and order activates and reaffirms imperial ties to Britain, eliding French colonial origins, accentuating Canada’s differences from the US.

· Landscape as a concept captures the symbolic and material ways in which law and nature work
· They are not natural entities but social, historical, & cultural artifacts to which colonialism has been crucial & are legal geographies of empire
· Law produces nature, nature becomes naturalized as law’s constitutive outside

· BC is represented as wilderness with municipal, provincial and national parks for activities to take place in.

· BC saturated with territorial claims due to only 14 treaties w/aboriginal peoples, none of which are for mainlands.

[bookmark: _v3f85emlhwtz]The True North Strong and Free

· Law and nature are considered oppositional, law associated with meaning and nature referring physicality thought to be “real”.

· Modern law is founded on the opposition: law = instrument of ordered, nature=untamed.

· But connections b/w law and nature made clear in Can.’s identity, northern wilderness & climate inform nation’s essence as lawful and orderly.

· Throughout history, images of law and nature emerged simultaneously & gave life to cultural superiority of Britain

· Ex: common law was described as law of the land and people. It became marker of Englishness & British supremacy celebrated by Britons.

· Canadian national mythologies of law and nature are racialized, legitimized by British imperialism and fashioning new imperial self on the other.

· Imperial authorities thought that Canada’s vast wilderness was a source of law & liberty

· The “truth north” as empty, expansive wilderness & harsh climate characterized nation as Great White North a land that respected law, peace and freedom

· Canada First Movement, 1868, responded to American expansion & French/indigenous resistance, & insisted new nation was eventually to become “Britain of the North”.

· Robert Gratn Haliburton, claimed nation’s cold climate and inhospitable landscape would produce northern people able to build Canada as imperial power in her own right

· Montisquieu, European philosopher, expanded meaning of despotic by connecting government to natural environment.

· Montisquieu insisted climate & geography defined culture and legality., (ex. Milder temperatures & diverse geography of Europe would generate moderate laws and balanced government)

· Canada was constituted as sharing most cultural & political similarities w/ Northern European countries including Britain, Norway,and Sweden than US, and insisted US was not Anglo-Saxon country. The warm climate of US would attract lazy and morally lax immigrants while Canada’s climate would protect against southerners, preventing racial problems.

· Mythologies of law and nature produced by Haliburton and others continue to reverberate, albeit differently in the present

· One narrative is the idea that Canadian authorities were more lawful in their treatment of aboriginals than American counterparts

· “Benevolent Mountie”, representative of British North America justice, thought ot manage inevitable and glorious expansion of nation with less bloodshed, more benevolence & tolerance

· Recent configuration of law and nature that’s performed on international stage is unlike the US who demonstrates lawlessness by invading Afghan & Iraq, Canada’s international reputation is symbolized by benevolent & lawful peacekeeper.

· Argued that nation’s snowy landscape and climate not only inform Canada’s intrinsic respect and desire for law, but constitute new imperialist narrative; the nation’s moral duty to extend peace to those southern regions ravaged by war

· Imperialism was not only economic or political but also cultural, expressed through aesthetic objects like travelogues, books, and art.

· Canadian landscape was commonly featured in Victorian adventure stories and circulated in landscape aesthetics. The Group of Seven was recognized through portrayals of nation’s cold climate and rugged environment, creating nationalist narrative emphasizing Canada’s physicality as the nation’s “true” nature.

· Governments created real landscapes of nature in the form of parks as well, popularizing the northern wilderness as a prominent Canadian icon.

· Parks embody connections b/w law, nature and empire, but their perceived naturalness obscures the colonial processes that have gone into their making & legal & political struggles that linger beneath the surface

[bookmark: _xyslao63ztvi]Illegalities of Nature: Making Stanley Park

· Green spaces deliberately resembled English landscape aesthetics, named after imperial figures; an enduring reminder of triumph of empire.

· Parks fulfill important cultural function as vigorous symbols of society, helping to promote imagined communities, forging collective identities among sparse, fragmented and fragile white settler populations

· Park Canada’s description of national parks as nation’s natural jewels that represent power of Canada’s natural environment shaping geography, history and experiences of people.

· While parks are thought to afford a collective sense of national belonging, they obscure and efface other origin stories

· Parks imagined as “pristine nature & untamed wilderness” increase commodity value, making of parks has been contingent upon colonial violence obscured precisely through prominent and pervasive images of naturalness.

· The making of a park: 	
· Is an expression of juridical power, law has been and remains instrumental in its production, regulation and preservation
· Historically entailed forced removal of indigenous peoples, facilitated through law
· Generated modern national histories and subjectivities while relegating others to primitive and pre-modern, by reorganizing nature in terms of property and rights
· Ex. Constitutions of parks in settler colonies omitted indigenous presence through production of legal norms of access, criminalizing native peoples

· Law is constitutive of nature as wilderness and nature in turn obscures the rule of law.

· In the example of Stanley Park, colonial authorities relied on law to remake the peninsula as a park and aboriginal people strategically evoked law to resist the city’s encroachment on ancestral territories

· Stanley Park, the largest urban park in Canada, is a thousand acres of dense forest and  gardens, positioned in stark contrast to the urban city.

· Vancouver City Council approached Dominion government in 1886 proposing to lease peninsula for use as public park, the park was opened two years later.
· It’s perceived as “untamed wilderness” amidst a major metropolis, one source in 1925 boasted Vancouver to be the only city able to claim “a large park within its city boundaries, almost as if nature made it”

· The park remains mythologized as a pristine wilderness, existing beyond law, history and culture. But constructions of “virgin” land hold political & legal consequences.

· Depiction of land as places of amnesia and erasure, deliberately burying past and veiling history with natural beauty, mythologies of Stanley Park as natural wilderness have acted as an “aesthetic alibi for conquest”

· Mid-nineteenth century, officials recognized presence of aboriginal people, but their tenure did not conform to western ideas of temporality and property, so the area was designated as empty and open to imperial control.

· For Aboriginal communities, this public park was once a prominent village, sacred burial site and abundant environment sustaining local economies.

· Making parks has been contingent upon colonial violence, from Africa to Australia to North America, colonial authorities removed indigenous peoples from land to convert it into leisure space.

· Dispossession refers to processes through which colonists acquired land

· society displacement, for colonial settler , is an aspiration ‘open to contestation and remaking’

· the Squamish, Musqueam, and Tsleil-Watuth each initiated overlapping territorial claims, which have yet to be resolved.

· Stanley Park remains a site of legal and political conflict.

· In 1858, the Imperial government set the land aside for use as military reserve as it was thought to be ideal lookout point to defend the colony if needed against American invasion
· The area was thus renamed a “military” then government reserved” but never legally transferred to Britain
· Colonial archives in London, Ottawa & Victoria have no legal documents of Governor James Douglas proclaimed all lands in BC belonged to the Crown
· The only origins are traced to 1863 survey by Corporal Turner of the Royal Engineers, referencing the peninsula as “Military Reserve”. 
· 1863 map was then crucial in reinforcing peninsula’s status as crown land.
· The map of BUrrard Inlet legalized creation of a military reserve, then public park when there was no legal basis to sustain such claims.
· 1920 – map allowed city of Vancouver to lawfully remove remaining Aboriginal and non-Abo residents

· 1889, eight mixed race families reside in “Brockton point”, they did not recognize city’s territorial assertions and refused to leave

· 1923, residents were constituted by the city as “squatters” illegally trespassing on public lands, the city launched 3 lawsuits against them.

· The judge was in favour of the survey, but the BC Court of Appeal accepted aboriginal witnesses as credible and disputed the accuracy of Turner’s map, leading to the city’s appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada who agreed to reinstate the lower court’s findings.

· Throughout the 20th century, the Squamish gestured towards the law continually to object to park developments.

· The Coast Salish have disrupted images of park as idyllic green space.
· 1984, Squamish opposed city’s proposals for expansions of the Aquarium whalepool, claiming project would impinge upon sacred burial site. They demanded
· The city and province carry out archaeological investigation of the site prior to construction
· The band be allowed to voice their concerns before the project proceeds

· Salish also contested park’s legality, using languages of law, advising citizens about legal consequences resulting from further negotiations.

· 1995, city began discussion w/federal gov. about lease of adjacent island when Musqueam queried the past and future of Stanley Park, critiquing the dedication by Stanley in 1889 at park’s opening “use and enjoyment of all people of all colors, creeds and customs”.
· Musqueam described it as violating Canada’s Indian act as access to ‘their lands’ as a park is equal with other races is ‘blatantly hypocritical and willfully ignorant’.

· Histories of Stanley Park as First Nations’ land have been selectively remembered in Vancouver’s imagination, forced removal of Coast Salish are erased from park landscape and masked through manufactured images of natural beauty.



· Histories were resurrected when Kodak Canada, Parks Board and City of Vancouver built a visitor’s centre at totem poles site in Brockton Point, which included inscriptions which provided historical and political context to totem poles and carvers: “Traditional Technology: Celebrating Coast Salish Traditions” “First Nations of Stanley Park” and “Our Communities Today”.

· Plaques speak selectively about history, no discussion colonial legal practice, or on-going land claims

· Recognition of the Salish is selective, erases legal and political struggles that were informative of Stanley Park, reproducing landscape as fixed & natural

· Remembrance of Coast Salish moving from being “traditional” to part of modern nation as members of our communities, argument could be made that Visitor’s centre obscures residues of law and empire that have been so formative of Stanley Park’s past, present and future.

· While Stanley Park honours Vancouver’s imperial history with its commemorations of the past, new histories are cultivated, celebrated, and displayed. Visitor’s Centre at Brockton Point may be interpreted as a memory that is both regrettable and yet promising.



[bookmark: _2nox9uxn9icj]De Leeuw: Intimate Colonialisms: BC’s Residential Schools
(Key Themes: Native Violence, Persistence of Colonialism, Resistance)
­­­­­­­­­­­______________________________________________________________________________

· Colonial geographies of British Columbia are known for their creation of reserves

· Tensions between colonists and indigenous peoples that shaped BC’s geography
· Illness and depopulation of indigenous people
· Missionizing processes through Christianity (religious)
· Competing land resources and governance claims between indigenous and non-indigenous
· The governing of indigenous people

· Colonialism has been embedded, embodied and enacted in BC residential schools

· Colonial action aimed at aboriginal peoples in Canada was centered on structural processes imposed upon indigenous peoples such as
· Geographic incursion (invasion of territory)
· Destruction of culture
· Imposition of external control (non-indigenous interference)

· Colonialists interfered with the indigenous people by psychologically manipulating them in believing that they were “inferior” to non-indigenous people

· Colonialists used residential schools to “re-educate” indigenous children and brainwash them into thinking that non-indigenous people were more advanced, intellectually and culturally

· Boarding schools emphasized on
· Christianization of aboriginal students
· Basic fluency in English and French
· Installment of European values

· Boarding schools trained students with the practice of labouring (trades, agriculture, arts)
· The belief by colonialists was that aboriginal people would never surpass a place of labouring…or second class in Canada




· The Indian Act (1876) solidified Canada’s commitment to enforced education of Aboriginal children
· Goals were to protect “civilization” (non-indigenous)
· Assimilate aboriginal people

· Canada’s paternalistic ways brought about the “re-education” of aboriginal children

· Residential schools were used as a way to “re-educate” children to ensure that they would not interact with each other → interaction would bring out the “savage” within them

· ‘Aggressive civilization’ policy → guarantee that aboriginal children were kept within a circle of civilized conditions

· Place is where ‘social relations’ are constituted
· Place can be seen as an active presence of identity

· The body is the place where the culturally dominant and culturally marginalized are assigned their ‘proper places’
· Non-aboriginals as teachers
· Aboriginals as students

· Small places of B.C. residential school is nested within larger colonial projects (i.e. colonial process of educating aboriginal children to transform them into non indigenous people)

· This is to say… the larger colonial project was the erasure of aboriginal people and associations with them (cultural)

· ·         Residential schools operated in a clear assimilative policy framework
· Break aboriginal children’s links with their communities and cultures
· Instill ideas of dominant society

· Architecturally residential schools imposed fear as they were usually placed high up on hills to provide a menacing view to aboriginal children → architecture is used to enforce colonialism

· Aboriginal children were confined to the residential school building grounds → served as a colonial geography
· Buildings were meant to disorient and remove notions of indigeneity

· Residential schools were built on cleared lands to remove all notions of wildness (why? wildness associated with indigenous culture)
· Aboriginal students were used (forced) to remove all signs of wilderness
· They sawed down trees and carved land → they partake in the creation of colonialism

· The architectural layout of long hallways ensured that aboriginal children could be monitored by colonial staff (teacher, priests, nuns)

· Department of Indian Affairs believed that ‘the happiest future for the Indian race is absorption into the general [white] population’ → was a policy of government

· The bodies of aboriginal children were transformed to follow the Euro-Colonial agenda of transformation

· Bodily (physical) transformation aboriginal children were performed to remove the ‘savage’ within them (i.e. Cut hair and scrubbed skin)

· Bodies of aboriginal children were used as a gateway to civility through forced eating rituals, discipline and punishment, assault and impregnation

· Aboriginal students were forbidden to eat ‘traditional’ foods
· Larger colonial project where food was used to emotionally and physically affect the bodies of aboriginal children

· Aboriginal children were stripped of liberty and belongings that related to aboriginal identity

· Aboriginal children’s bodies were seen as permeable places where force and structure would instill euro-colonial views
· The thoughts, perspectives, and memories are erased through brainwashing

· Native girls were susceptible to bodily implantation of colonialism
· Intermarriage and education was seen as best ways for erasure of native traditions (whitewashing aboriginal people)

· Bodily harm → native girls were raped impregnated by school staff, where pregnant girls had abortions or quietly dropped from school roll

· Girls saw their bodies as site of sinfulness rather than beauty



· Colonial gendered geography is present in residential schools through the separation of girls dorms and boys dorms

· Separation was done to ensure two things
· Separating members of the first nations
· Entrenching euro-colonial gender ideals (man’s works vs. girl’s work)

· Place as gendered and segregated (i.e. Residential schools) aimed to separate families and erode familial ties → colonial goal of assimilation and transformation

· Euro-colonial notions of femininity were taught to aboriginal girls to remove all traditional aboriginal notions of femininity

· Place of women such as kitchen, dining hall, sewing, washing and iron rooms were enforced (euro-colonial places of femininity)

· Bodies of aboriginal girls were transformed through hygiene, health, fashion, and behaviour
· Girls were taught to wear hats and gloves, style their hair, and appear modest and humble

· Resistance was present within the institution of residential schools by aboriginal students
· They would break bounds
· Pull carrots
· Break plaster casts
· Burnt building and rooms

· Students used the very places where colonial values were instilled to disrupt colonialism

· Students bodily resisted by using their bodies in physical defiance by
· Talking Indian
· Playing in school
· Indian dancing

· Physical connection between bodies was an assertion of personhood and the rejection of the colonial system

· Aboriginal children used their bodies to rebel by fighting those who assaulted or hurt them during the educational processes
· Beating up supervisors and teachers
· Destroying property
· Sense of civility instilled by education was shattered through revolution
· Aboriginal language was used instead of English
· Aboriginal languages have been lost, and have been accredited to the residential school system → students fought to retain them

· The creative arts were used by students to express their indogeneity - was a way of revolution against colonial education regime

· Aboriginal art was allowed even though the colonial education regime frowned upon aboriginal identity… was used to sell and fund education programs


[bookmark: _cskkcj4u9o45]
[bookmark: _hnzy22mmrow4]

[bookmark: _4kzdoo8hidfo]Livingstone: Hungry Canadian Aboriginal children were used in government experiments during 1940s

· 1940s: The bodies of Native children and adults were unknowingly used as subjects a nutritional deficiency research experiment.
· This discovery, it’s indicative of the attitude toward aboriginals,” Sinclair said. “They thought aboriginals shouldn’t be consulted and their consent shouldn’t be asked for. They looked at it as a right to do what they wanted then. 
·  The experiments are entrenched with the racism of the time

· When Canadian researchers went to a number of northern Manitoba reserves in 1942 they found rampant malnourishment. But instead of recommending increased federal support to improve the health of hundreds of aboriginals suffering from a collapsing fur trade and already limited government aid, they decided against it. Nutritionally deprived aboriginals would be the perfect test subjects, researchers thought.

· They (researchers) decided that isolated, dependent, hungry people would be ideal subjects for tests on the effects of different diets.

· Erasure of Native traditions 
· The children were removed and loss their sense of Native identity, connections to their families

· Loss of cultural identity basis of lawsuit 

[bookmark: _5juzu7jum0ng]Grievances : Loss of Cultural Identity Lawsuit

· Where they were placed, canada turned a blind eye in preserving and protecting their culture. 

· Loss an entire generation of aboriginal children. who now feel detached with no sense of native identity

· They dont have any sense of family with people from the reserves. But they don't feel cultural sense of belonging outside of the reserve either → they are caught in the middle

· Nothing can replace relationship with traditional culture
[bookmark: _hjog8v87e7dg]Week 4: Continuing dispossessions: geographies of the colonial present in Canada
______________________________________________________________________________
 
[bookmark: _dxch2331z5sb]Blomley: "SHUT THE PROVINCE DOWN" : First Nations Blockades in British Columbia

Key Themes: Native Sovereignty, Mobility, Invisibility, Spatial Resistance, Persistence of Colonialism

· Native blockades have become so commonplace in BC over the last two decades that they have, ironically, slipped from view
· Common are roadblocks, followed by disapproval, by media and provincial government
· Perhaps it is this very frequency and predictability that explains why blockades have not received much scholarly attention as a political phenomenon
· As a consequence, our understanding of blockades is largely framed by the media, which tend to treat each blockade as a singular and often sensational event, paying little attention to the context within which it is deployed or to its relation to similar tactics
 
The essay is an overview of blockades in BC over the last 15 years and analysis of all BC blockades reported in the media since 1980
 
[bookmark: _w8s8o8jxb64m]Structure
1. document and describe blockades,
2. The underlying grievances that prompt them,
3. Why the blockade, as opposed to other forms of protest or direct action, is such a powerful tool.
4. The response of the non-Native community to blockades
 
1. The blockade has long been part of the tactical armoury of First Nations. 
2.Certainly, the grievances that underlie its use are deeply rooted in the Native colonial experience
3. Blockades directed outwards, aimed at the dominant culture — the author’s culture.
4. 


[bookmark: _a5rqn2nwnmh1]Themes in Essay
 
· Power + Space
· Much of this has centred on the importance of space in the regulation and organization of dominated populations. (7)
· Mobility’s role politically
· Blockades are ‘spatial tactics’ on symbolic and instrumental levels
·    
· Mobility
· Natural wealth of traditional lands, stripped by forest and mining corporations.

· Sustainable mobility of traditional native society: based around cycles of the environmental and the traditional resource economy, not resource based capitalist extractions 

· The restrictions upon personal movement occasioned by blockades must be counterposed to the forced mobility visited upon Native communities through economic and cultural dislocation
 
[bookmark: _n6crunvsit4e]Blockades

· Blockades are an attempt to interfere with the flow of people and commodities through the placement of obstruction, either partial or complete.
· Purpose: To attract media and government attention

More often than not, the massive and unsustainable out-movement of capital and commodities from traditional territories is the focus of the blockade. The ease and the speed with which the resources of traditional First Nations territories are stripped from traditional lands by corporations are matters of grave concern. The blockade is frequently seen as a means of physically halting that flow. (Page 14)
 
· Partial Blockades
· Information checkpoint: traffic is slowed, pamphlets given out
· Picketing, leafleting
· Blocking of select traffic (logging trucks), tolls may be collected
 
· Full Blockades (⅔ of blockades are of this type)
· All non-Native movement is denied
 


· Other types of blockades
· Occupancy, sabotage, Threatened
· Duration: symbolic hour(s) - many many days (Most: 118 days)
 
· Location of blockades
· Generally on reserve lands, 51% on public roads, 16% on private logging/work roads, 9% on rail lines

· There are only a few transport connections to resource rich rugged northern BC which creates a profound impact of blockades on 1 or 2 transport routes (18)
 
· Structure of blockades
· Long campaigns: very well planned out with legal tactics, media presentations, pre-arranged understandings between police

· Unofficial: started by individual members of the group over some specific grievance, prompting other band members and then band leaders

· Generally after wide deliberations with entire bands/ neighboring bands
 
· State Reaction to blockades
· Dependent on location (importance)

· Highways  (covered by the Highways Act): RCMP may remove blockades

· Logging/work roads: police mediate, maintain peace and try to bring a negotiated end

· RCMP generally rely on negotiations to end blockades
· However, there’s been times when confrontation has occurred, usually over the attempt to enforce an injunction

· NDP government claims not to negotiate during a blockade, preferring the formal land claims process as an area for discussion

· Blockades could allow the protesting group to jump the line of 175 First Nations and their land claims
 
[bookmark: _m3u7libp5w65]
[bookmark: _xrg4g26mj62t]

[bookmark: _8s62vifsoae4]Why Blockades? 

· Common Outsider perceptions of reasoning behind blockades:
· Start over minor, silly grievances
· “chance for native youth to rebel, particularly against white authority, to uphold their people’s rights”
· “random and unplanned act” (16)
 
· Establishment of blockades
· Generally after wide deliberations within a band and, on occasion, with neighboring bands or a full Council
· Sometimes unofficially by individual members, prompting other band members and then bandleaders

[bookmark: _bxtfbgd4z77n]Actual Reasoning behind Blockades

· Sustained by deep-seated grievances

· Last resort to gain recognition when less confrontational methods have failed

· Many feel that the BC’s provincial gov’s denial of Aboriginal title prior to 1991, along with suspicion concerning subsequent treaty negotiations, have provided Natives with no other outlet.

· Deliberate attempt to draw public and state attention

· Strategic and tactile, not random and unplanned act in political struggle

· Also, the decision to blockade is further sustained and justified with reference to a complex set of cultural understandings inherent to Native peoples.
 
· Given the lack of treaties, land-use disputes have frequently escalated into struggles over land ownership

· Main reasons for blockades: land claims and the protection of timber resources

· Disputes over public rights of way through reserves
 
· If a blockade serves to deny logging trucks access to a disputed area, in other words, that action may be justified not only in terms of the protection of a disputed economic resource, narrowly defined, but also in terms of the innate right of a people to manage its own affairs and a non-negotiable mandate from the Creator to protect lands that it holds in trust. To that extent, the blockade is frequently sustained by much more than an immediate set of instrumental concerns.
 
[bookmark: _rc3flj7bmf1d]Why Blockades vs other options?

· Other options:
· Occupation of official buildings, private lands
· Public Protests
 
· Blockades WORK!
· Frequency & intensity of blockades in BC suggest that it is an effective form of direct action
· It’s very threatened use may be enough to advance native goals
· Blockades overcome and turn into the advantage of natives in BC’s politically disadvantaged position → happens on a material and symbolic level
 
[bookmark: _oboz5dglb0dv]Blockades in BC 
· Blockades long used by Natives in Canada in protests over land claims, fishery access, military on disputed land, resources, and logging

· Occur on public highways, logging roads, public work yards, the office of the Department of Indian Affairs

· Most Native blockades over the last 15 years have been in BC due to high proportion of Native people in the province

· Long history of BC’s Native activism, long use of blockades in BC

· Center of BC Native activism: historic refusal of the province to support Aboriginal title

· With few exceptions, BC bands have never signed treaties extinguishing their rights to land and self-government

· Until 1991, the provincial government refused to recognize Aboriginal title

· Formal: writing to government,  Direct: blockades

· “Criticism of the treaty process, combined with continued resource extraction, mean that the blockade is unlikely to disappear in the near future” (Page 12)
[bookmark: _odiiy53lx4az]History of Blockades in BC (Page 9-1)
· Mid 1970s saw extended use of blockades due to deepening dissatisfaction with the province’s continual dismissal of Aboriginal title.

· Majority of First Nations submitted land claims to government by 1980s.

· Slow pace of federal negotiations + BC government’s insistence of zero Aboriginal title + continued resource extraction on traditional land 

· Several Blockades that permanently halted resource extraction

· Injunctions by resource companies followed by counter injunctions by Natives

· These successes influenced other Natives

· Blockades of 80s- remote logging roads

· Summer of 1990- most blockades ever , on public highways
 
· Decrease of frequency blockades after 1990

· The election of an NDP government in 1991, the provincial government finally acknowledged the existence of Aboriginal title.

· Both federal and provincial governments have since played an active role in land-claims negotiations.

· A majority of First Nations have chosen to participate in the new treaty process established by the province.

· As a consequence blockade activity has decreased from the high point of 1990, as many First Nations either have opted not to blockade or have been required not to engage in such activities in order to ensure the continuation of negotiations

· 1995 - many controversial blockades
· By nations that rejected the treaty process
· Saw treaty as a sellout of Native Sovereignty and as a method of stalling: “a stalling process to allow corporations to rape and pillage our resources”

· Top down nature of the negotiations : “involves some of the First Nations leadership but not the grass roots” (Page 11)
· Grass roots= ordinary people of the nations
[bookmark: _rm1ppvvzlo0q]Why Blockades are so common in BC? (Page 29)

· Blockades served as instrumental and symbolic effects
 
· Instrumental
· distribution of transport system, topography, regional resource economy, allocation of reserves
· Symbolic
· Marks out a claim to place, challenges the dominant readings of place and the forms of mobility – both material and representational.
· Serves to turn adversity to advantage
 
[bookmark: _mvsf0kt8g4x3]Vulnerability of blockades on Transport in BC 
 
Transport lines are vulnerable in BC due to the export orientation and resource base of the provincial economy, the dispersed nature of the transport system, and the location of transport corridors relative to reserves. The ability to regulate movement along transport routes is a powerful political tool. 
 
· Most of BC’s population lives in the southwestern part

· Few transport connections to resource rich rugged northern BC= profound impact of blockades on 1 or 2 transport routes (Page 18)

· Duffey Lake Road in the summer of 1990, Stôilô blockade on the main CN Rail line into Vancouver in 1993 (which cost CN around $3 million a day).

· In this context, the reported threat by Native leaders to "shut the province down" is not as farfetched as one might suppose
 
· Transport routes frequently pass through reserve lands, which are usual location for blockades

· Transport routes are focus for First Nations given their proximity, strategic importance to provincial infrastructure.

· Frequent source of irritation, given the presumptuous manner they were established.
· Ex. Temporary work roads can be so frequently used by non-natives that they are assumed to be public rights of way, although access may, in law, be entirely up to a band council.

· Denied access by a blockade, aggrieved non-Natives may condemn Native actions as a violation of their right to travel when, in fact, they may themselves be in trespass.

· Disputes over public rights of way through reserves are catalyst for blockades.

· Cole Harris: historical development of the province's system of transportation and communication as "the capillaries of colonial appropriation. They allowed non-Natives into the land, not as explorers, visitors, or passers-through, but as users and settlers." (20)

[bookmark: _k9keek9htydz]The Meaning of the Blockades 
 
· Reflects deeply rooted disputes
· Cast in different ways by opposing groups
· Contested questions of mobility, rights, and space

· Symbolism
· marks out 2 spaces/boundary. Euro-Canadian space vs “indian” space

· To the dominant society, the claim is an assertion of place, implying a Native rejection of generations of systemic racism, territorial dispossession, and economic marginalization. To the First Nations, the claim is one of shared aspirations and identity as well as principled defiance. To be able to assert some claim to, and control over, space (albeit temporary)through a blockade both relies upon, and further sustains, First Nations claims to sovereignty over specific territory.

· Mobility
· Mobility enforced upon natives: residential schools, displacement of entire communities, reserves

· Natives seen as “nomadic” and “wandering indians”

· However, if mobility was traditionally part of Native societies, it was not unstructured but closely attuned to the cycles of the environment and the traditional resource economy. This sustainable mobility is a long way from the extractions of resource-based capitalism.



[bookmark: _a750ubd1zqy7]Negative portrayals of Blockades

·  Effects on mobility of non-Natives
· Given the liberal tradition of the Canadian polity, it is usually framed in terms of an individual's right to move, unchecked by illegitimate constraint. As such, a blockade is often regarded as problematic, if not illegitimate

· Blockades do deliberately interfere with the free movement of people

· While there is a common-law right to travel on a public highway, the legal status of many putatively public routes through reserve lands may mean, as noted, that "free movement" is, legally, "trespass."

· When a blockade is regarded merely as a "demonstration." Thus degraded, it clearly cannot be allowed to trump the individual's right to free movement. Yet, to the extent that it does interfere with the mobility of citizens and workers, the blockade is condemned as a criminal conspiracy or as a form of random terrorism

· The territories and the resources that the blockades seek to preserve are not freighted with the same cultural and political meanings for non-Natives as they are for Natives. (27)

· The blockade speaks of radically different conceptions of space
 
[bookmark: _h88pfoaby4j6]Non-Native support for blockades (27)

· Under-reported (detract from media’s tendency to seek confrontation and ignore agreement)

· Non-Native communities or individuals support or even “put their bodies on the line
· They share concerns of environment and economy
[bookmark: _7mku0kvjikn]Non-Native opposition (Page 27-29)

· Resources behind a blockade is viewed to non-natives as a source of job and income which is vital to the survival of marginalized single industry towns.

· Big corporations (capitalist objectives)

· Groups that oppose or are highly sceptical of the treaty process in general tend to view blockade activity as an expression of illegitimate dissent.
· Using the language of individual rights to oppose the granting of what is deemed "special status" or racialized "group rights" to Native peoples.

· Playing on fears of resource depletion and economic insecurity, such groups have often been able to direct the debate in partial and unbalanced ways.

· The lack of a discursive counter-weight to such claims — other than from within the First Nations community itself — is cause for concern
 
[bookmark: _gmt778xs6phk]Conclusion
 
The article interprets blockades as a political phenomenon.Variation of duration, location, forms. “access” or “protest” functions
 
[bookmark: _jtjcm3bvym7q]Recap: Why Blockades are so common in BC

Instrumental and Symbolic Effects of blockades is the reason why they are so common
 
· Instrumental
· Distribution of transport system, topography, regional resource economy, allocation of reserves
· Symbolic
· Marks out a claim to place, challenges the dominant readings of place and the forms of mobility – both material and representational.
· Serves to turn adversity to advantage
 
Blockades have proved to be successful, but continued use should not be celebrated. They speak to a systemic and enduring failure on the part of the dominant society to accommodate the legitimate demands of colonized peoples. In that sense, the more important and, thus, more troubling blockades of British Columbia are not established by First Nations. They are those of the dominant society, established over a century ago and systematically maintained by the forces of economic marginalization, political paternalism, and cultural racism. The problem, in other words, is not the First Nations blockade, but the oppression that calls it forth. If we are troubled by blockades, it is that oppression that must be confronted and challenged.



[bookmark: _so0r35yn8y89]Culhane: Their spirit lives within us: Aboriginal women in Downtown Eastside Vancouver emerging into visibility

· Literal sense of visual concentration of Aboriginals in Downtown Vancouver
· Invisibility of Aboriginals, women in particular in Inner-city neighborhoods in Western Canada

This essay describes both the construction of this invisibility in public culture, and an event that symbolizes Aboriginal women's active resistance to these acts of erasure.

[bookmark: _54umd17ufyus]Key Themes

1.  Invisibility
2.  Resistance, Survival & Possibility
3. Persistence of Colonialism

[bookmark: _e5tiq6fdolt]Theme 1:Invisibility + Theme 3: Persistence of Colonialism

· Preference for spectacular representation of drugs, sex, violence, and crime rather than the ordinary and mundane brutality of everyday poverty.
· The second is the medicalization and/or pathologizing of poverty
· The third is a relative lack of interest in resistance practiced and visions of change articulated by subjects of these discourses. 
· Produced by ‘Racial Blindness’ – recognition of social suffering of natives = discomfort in liberal, democratic nation-state like Canada= Colonialism’s persistence
 
[bookmark: _7mywivny7lu5]Theme 2: Resistance, Survival & Possibility

· Issues particular to Aboriginal Women in DT Eastside Vancouver:
· poverty, racism violence against sex workers, HIV/AIDS, drug addiction
· given insufficient attention by native/non native organizations reason for protest
· Use of public space to protest
· Entering of a previously invisible population into public discourse
· Space of dignity for poorest, most marginalized women in Canada




Public discourse deployment of various labels that obscure and depoliticize the underlying colonialist structures that evidences itself in inner city Vancouver - Demand for…
· Recognition and respect; redefinition of dominant representations of Aboriginal women that are deeply embedded in Canadian colonial history and culture

· Inclusion in aboriginal struggle for health, dignity, justice
 
[bookmark: _bg4spv7yibli]Downtown Eastside Vancouver

· Focal point in local, national and international media on violence, sex work, & drugs
· 1997: Declared a public health emergency due to HIV rates among residents exceeded those anywhere else in the ‘developed’ world
· Debates about causes, solutions to drug abuse and spread of AIDS
· Treated as a containment zone rather than an enforcement zone by public health and law enforcement →  few arrests made for small amounts of drugs, or prostitution
· An open, publicly visible street market in illicit drugs and commercial sex has mushroomed
· neo-liberal mode of governance that selectively marginalizes and/or erases categories of people through strategies of representation that include silences, blind spots, and displacements that have both material and symbolic effects
 
[bookmark: _lb7x0v4ee6k8]Valentine’s Day Marches

Gives political expression to a complex process through which native women try to change the discourse
· A way to mark their difference from other feminist anti-violence groups and from mainstream Native organizations

· What Women Spoke about: Anti Colonialism

· European patriarchal values and structures were superimposed on natives, displacing women from the positions of respect they held traditionally

· Indian Act: how registered Indian women who married non-Indian men were denied legal status and prohibited from living on reserves. Since 1985 most of these women and their children have been eligible for reinstatement, but conditions on reserves that include competition over distribution of scarce resources, and sometimes longstanding conflicts within and between families, have made returning to reserves more a disappointment than a reality for many. 



· Reason for Mostly poor native women + youth in Urban Areas:
· Homophobia, fear of hiv and lack of services for them, high rates of domestic violence and abuse, employment + education opportunities

· Not all women from Downtown Eastside are from reserves though

· Critique of Native health and social services
· Not enough attention heeded to the needs of natives in Downtown Eastside→ Lack of treatment for drugs and alcohol, as well as a lack of native staff

· Mourning of victims of street work, drug abuse, violence

·  "Missing and Murdered Women," now the subject of international media attention

[bookmark: _ckl7j8rcpkgb]
[bookmark: _ea8758kvyst2]

[bookmark: _1p4u8c85m6p]Harper: Is Canada peaceful and safe for Aboriginal women?

Key Themes : Invisibility, Persistence of Colonialism, Resistance

· Other countries in the world might have a difficult time comprehending that Canada hosts serious human rights problems

· Reality: Suffering faced by Native Women → Subject to highly racialized, sexualized violence

· Extreme racialized violence against native women leads to their disappearances and even murder

· Destroys life of victim and harms the family they leave behind

· racialized violence targeting Aboriginal women is especially disturbing because these experiences are passed on intergenerationally to children and youth in other violence-related forms such as through involvement in illegal street activities

· Could the long-standing general lack of awareness within Canada about the extreme violence against Aboriginal women mean that the public simply does not want to know? Does the public think that these "uncomfortable" issues will perhaps just somehow "go away?"

· Government systems and society constructs that discriminate against Aboriginal women on the basis of their race, gender and class, limiting their access to equal property, employment, rights

· Native women – High rates of prostitution in DT Vancouver
· reflective of their poverty, marginalized and devalued status as Canadians

· Native Women in Canada: Subjects of Human Rights Violations
· High contrast to the fact that Canada is considered one of the best places in the world for living

· Natives vs most Canadians: Huge disparity in health, education, wealth, life expectancy, standard of living

[bookmark: _50h978xqzv2u]Representation of Aboriginal People in Canadian History

· Perception of Native people → Native Women in today’s society is shaped by representations of Natives in Canadian history.

· The validity of understanding the past in order to understand the present.

· Historical presentations have serious limitations of Euro-Native relationships: presented, preserved according to  euro societal values

· Native traditions viewed negatively, racial inferiority

·  The way and means of Canadian history being interpreted and presented portrays a "logical rationale” that allows and perpetuates Aboriginal women continuing as targets of violence and death just because of their gender and racial identity.

[bookmark: _4jux4fdfur1v]Inequalities Lead to the "Sisters in Spirit" initiative

· Aboriginal people treated with inequality by government= societal discrimination and racism

· Further, because of the patriarchy of Canadian society, Aboriginal women are subject to even more inequality than Aboriginal men. There are many different arenas in "everyday Canadian life" in which Aboriginal women do not fare well at all.

· Discrimination against Aboriginal women on the basis of their race, gender and class: A Racialized, Sexualized Violence…

· Money
· Native women earned much less than Native men

· Property Rights
· Rights of property: Not applicable on reserve
· Spouse’s right to equal division of matrimonial real property
            in divorce



· Aboriginal women and their children who reside on reserve directly bear die brunt of this serious legislative gap. Further, because almost all reserves in Canada suffer from a severe lack of adequate housing, women who cannot remain in the family home are forced to go elsewhere with their children. This is only one example of the rights of on-reserve women remaining unprotected; a parallel situation concerning non-Aboriginal women does not exist in Canada.

· Children
· Canada's child welfare system continues to be disastrous for Aboriginal families. Provincial government policies target Aboriginal children for transition into various agencies and adoption into non-Native families.

· policy changes are very slow

· Result: loss of Native tradition, ties to birth family

· Education
· Native women> Native men
· Native women<Non-Native women
· Access to equal employment opp is lacking due to gender racism

[bookmark: _rk9pdodqwyxq]Justice systems: Federal, Provincial, Local

· Federal
· Court system fails to acknowledge that Native women face ostracization by their families and reserves when they go through with criminal charges (violence or rape).
· Isolating effects due to lack of counseling services

· Police Treatment
· Need to respect street people and those working in the sex trade
· View that Native people are not deserving of protection; but as a community from which the rest of society must be protected
· Little was done when native women are reported missing

·  These inequalities faced by all Native women in Canada remain mostly unaddressed. They are not given priority for change by governments. This status quo continues to place Native women at great risk for social and economic marginalization, easy targets for assault crimes. Policy changes will be slow at all levels of government. No implementation of changes to decrease risks that would help protect them from being targets of violence yet.

[bookmark: _88rqqyyoupbt]The Sisters in Spirit Initiative

· works to reduce the risks and increase the safety and security of all Aboriginal women in Canada, regardless of where they work or where they live

· The initiative also works to draw attention, recognition, and dignity to those Aboriginal women and girls who are still missing and those already found murdered.


[bookmark: _viu0lfx9rlxg]WEEK 6: Great white north: nature, nation and the Canadian North
______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _m7rf5ui7dcqs]Hall: Diamond Mining in NWT
[bookmark: _vxu69cd3h7wk](Key Themes: Arctic, indigenous, diamond mining, colonialism, Northern Canada, accumulation by dispossession)
[bookmark: _6kqsrxbrxjz2]Introduction (Page 376-377)
·  Since the 1990’s diamond mining has been of great interest to corporations and the state

· Interest in Canadian diamond has been sparked due to ‘blood diamond’ in the market which are considered tainted as opposed to clean diamond from Canada

· Diamond mines have increased the GDP and added new jobs to the Canadian economy”

· Diamond mining has been associated with internal colonization

[bookmark: _7v6ifga5rpnf]Diamonds and the NWT (Page 377 - 380)

· land and people of the North (60th parallel) have been part of euro-colonialist dominated resource extraction
· The destruction of land was a direct attack on indigenous people (land was sacred)

· Aboriginal people changed their ways from nomadic hunting and gathering to ones based in communities (dispossessed of their land)

· The Northwest Territories (NWT) has a population of 40,000 of which 50% are indigenous

· Resource extraction in the North has been central to colonial history

· Resource extraction has been central to the indigenous people, as they are the ones who first extracted resources in the region before Euro-colonialists


· Mining in Canada follows a principle of free mining where corporations are free to prospect land and extract resources from them
· Prioritizes business interest over others

· Gives companies the same legal footing as indigenous communities → especially in the case of unsettled indigenous land claims

· land is treated as property by the federal government → indigenous people only have power in consultation process
[bookmark: _ans8zhb3iely]Responsible extraction? Examining regulation and Governance (Page 380 - 381)

· There have been arguments that legislative and policy changes must change in order for the benefits of resource extraction to reach the aboriginal peoples

· Emphasis has been brought about for “responsible extraction”

· Canada’s diamond industry is different to those internationally → Impact benefit Agreements (IBAs) between corporations and aboriginals allow aboriginals to benefit from developments in the area
· Colonialist resource extraction had the help of governments and public support
· Today: Environmental concerns are an issue and aboriginal resistance

· Diamond mining in the NWT is considered as a “responsible” staples economy

· IBA’s provide companies with indigenous lands and support of indigenous people
· Economic benefits are through employment of indigenous people

· Indigenous people are treated as ‘business partners’ rather than owners of the land → tactic employed by corporations to negate disagreements

· Colonialism present through the use of negotiations → state plays an active role

[bookmark: _b2liazjv5fgq]Theorizing Canadian Colonialism

· Colonial capitalism is what fuels and shapes northern development

· New Imperialism → accumulation by dispossession which is capitalist answer to overaccumulation
· overaccumulation: surplus of capital (and labour) that lie idle with no profitability
· By taking land and developing them, capital is used
· Geographic expansion and spatial reorganization provides a way for overaccumulation to “fix” itself

· The relation between indigenous peoples and euro-colonist exist as a parasitic relationship → colonialists “destroy” indigenous people for its own preservation

· The exploitation of canadian indigenous people is seen as a process of internal colonialism
· Giving power to indigenous people would mean taking away resources from the rich and powerful → government state in ottawa

· The natural resources sector cannot proceed without dispossessing communities (i.e. indigenous peoples) and their livelihood

[bookmark: _lbl5ln1x8agt]Diamond Mining in the NWT: A Colonial Pursuit (Page 383 - 385)

· the diamond industry is an example of capitalist collusion (cooperation) between the state and businesses

· The NWT does not have the same jurisdiction over resources as Provinces have
· NWT was created by parliament → right and responsibilities can be revoked
· Profitability in the region for government

· Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (AANDC) is responsible for the administration of mineral resources in the Territories

· Canadian Diamonds are regarded as “clean” and “pure”
· political purity of diamonds is fallacious as it is responsible for the social and economic destruction of aboriginal communities across the NWT
[bookmark: _8n6244fzaz4i]Northern Canadian Mining is not a Project of Benevolence (Page 385 - 389)

· There is a common misconception that developments are aimed at helping indigenous peoples
· reality is that corporations are focused on profit, and capitalist accumulation ($$$)
· These corporate aims entail the destruction of indigenous communities

· NWT faced austerity measure by federal government → decreased transfer of payments
· Indigenous people were encouraged to engage with business-opportunities



· Business opportunity presented itself as diamond mine
· many land claims were not settled causing legal disagreement between indigenous people and state

· Indigenous people entered diamond negotiations with no state-recognized claim and were seen as “interested parties”

· Corporations would make it impossible for aboriginal peoples to attend meeting that were crucial to development in the area
· development would have happened with or without their consent and hence they agreed to give consent to development in order to ensure adequate economic reward

· Neo-Colonial nature of project
· Diamond businesses and territory both reporting the impact of diamond mining by separating the social impact and the environmental impact → Environmental agreements are not part of the Impact Benefit Agreement

· Separation is wrong as it does not take into account traditional economies that the local indigenous people rely on to live

· Destruction of land and development is changing the landscape and the ecosystem in the area

· Water is also an issue as mining developments extracted immense amounts of water leading to the destruction and even eradication of some lakes

· The environmental destruction of land took away the renewable subsistence that aboriginal peoples relied on
· they have to fight for grants to fix the problems caused by mining

[bookmark: _jqogo0mk0p1y]Indigenous “participation” (Page 388-389)

· IBA agreements stated that they would employ 40% of the workforce from aboriginal people → this has not been the case

· The movement of labour from aboriginal communities to development sites is viewed as a socio-economic process of eroding traditional socio-economies
· Aboriginal miners were trained in skills that would not prove useful outside of mining

· These skills could not be brought back to their communities as they were useless
· Gendered geographies exist in the mining industry → reproduction of aboriginals and families was seen as unproductive to “economic development”


[bookmark: _ite31degj7ks]Lackenbauer: The Cold War on Canadian soil: militarizing a northern environment.

Key Themes: Militarization, Arctic North, Exploration, North America

· Canadian North was a site of military concern and now used for different representations with terminology of human & environmental security, which is not just a result of post-Cold War.

· persistent treatment of Canadian North as military object

· essay concerns shifting military understandings of the Canadian North as natural space

· North Canada was key component of Cold War maps served as bastion between US and NA

· led to intense military and associated activity in Arctic, which was normally ignored by officials

· construction of radar lines and settlements changed idea that Canadian wilderness was inhospitable

· US & Canada didn’t see North as valuable, only as a direction & the future of the North was not taken into consideration during their activities until the late 1960’s

· considered a sacrifice area, where human lifeworlds & other species are damaged & displaced

· the US and Canada worked together to make the North legible, to enroll it more effectively into political responsibility (taxation, conscription, prevention of rebellion)

· military’s oppositional approach to northern nature still exists

[bookmark: _moav144ol0vg]Early Forays
· First world war (WWI) did not lead to much involvement in the North, only mapping, charting

· 1923 first stations of NWT and Yukon Radio System are opened, revealed how military could be used to support national development

· Military presence was insubstantial & environmental challengers were known but not in context of strategy.

· WWII was start of militarization in the North.


· America ordered access to Alaska, Canada agreed to construction of northern airfields:
· Northwest Airway build ‘39-’41, Edmonton to Fairbanks, intervals of 100 miles
· Northwest Staging Route - in Yukon & provincial norths, also meant larger airfields
· Crimson Route – air bases built to ferry aircraft & supplies to Europe

· They opened up transportation routes to & through the North

· Northwest Defense Projects in western subarctic was built with 40K soldiers & construction workers.

· Military projects damaged the land, tore off permafrost, disrupted ecosystems, created impassable quagmires. Forest fires, over-hutting, overfishing depleted resources

· People brought disease, measles, VD, damaging indigenous population

· Lack of understanding of conditions and terrain led to roads with bad grades that disintegrated during spring thaws

· Godsell described military in the north as conquering the unforgiving land barely touched by humans. Depicted the land as an enemy.

· He also used race to construct environment, native people were first invaders from continent of Asia, in awe of machinery and negroes who were lost if too far from camp, while white men were always in charge.

[bookmark: _7fzewqafetn6]A Hostile Nature
· Sudden emergence of Cold War led to continued activity in the North. North was treated as more generic geography.

· Canadian north was considered mysterious & institutions wanted to learn more about the problematic land in order to fix it and consider it as a normal part of the world.

· Expeditions in the North were funded by military, which meant the North was considered an enemy, “the adversary in these episodes was the environment”

· “the number of exercises done by military in the ‘40’s and 50’s proves the huge interest of the Canadian and US forces in winter warfare.

· Agencies wanted to show that the Arctic required study but was only a part of a set of Cold War environments.

· US & Canada united to overcome the natural environment in the event of northern warfare

· The DEW was created in the late 1950’s, a strong of radar sites to track waves of incoming Soviet planes.

·  Made possible by catalog of environmental data to aid those involved w/planning and installing the DEWL.

· There was limitations on the data, and when construction began no member had even been on the locations.

· Considered an “unparalleled, full scale attack on the Arctic” and errors from incompletion of plans meant delays which were costly and serious in relation to completion

· Northern landscapes were low in population & far from soviets, which meant suitable for air force training.

· Bombing and gunnery range on Primose lake, 4490 square miles was announced in ’51, affecting resources, fishing and trap lines but not encroaching any settlements. Those who needed resources were compensated.

· Canadian Wildlife Services wanted to protect wildlife and claimed military development would have effects on resources & appointed an officer w/military experience to deal these matters

· Department of defense refused to change its plans since It would interfere with training program, compensating the people who needed the resources and the provinces

· 1952 – Cold Lake Air station of Alberta housed 5000 people with many amenities (school, hospital etc). the range resulted in terrain damage & vegetation impacts. Some animals managed to adapt to the disturbance , caribou mostly, but not all were able

· In 1958, it was explained that technological developments changed the face of the North and curiosity of military science in the North was shifted to other landscapes.

· Half of the DewLine was decommissioned in 1964, and was transferred from Department of Defense to Department of Indian and Northern Affairs.

· Damage to vegetation and organic matter meant permafrost melted which led to hydrological systems being affected. Despite not being allowed to hunt, workers violated these regulations, which led to competition over resources and decline in caribou.

[bookmark: _enlmmruf2v1z]Sovereignty and Symbolism

· In 1968 Trudeau was elected, rediscovering a role for Canadian forces in protecting Arctic sovereignty.

· The Northwest passage was viewed as internal waters to Canadian leaders while American spokespeople saw it as international strait. Trudeau explained Canada is responsible for ecological balance and would be blamed for not being able to protect environment from pollution if anything happened such as oil spill etc

· Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act was created a regulatory zone 100 miles from Canadian shores

· Territorial Sea and Fishing Zone act extended Canada’s territorial sea to 12 miles, any foreign vessels entering the NWT Passage would have to cross waters subject to Canadian control.

· Contamination of soil, asbestos, debris, and solvents store In sites were consequences of the military installations.

· In the 1970’s, White Paper on Defense asserted military had to reconfigure surveillance and reconnaissance role to incorporate noninvasive, non-hostile and cooperative targets, reflecting broader national policy goals, and ensuring harmonious natural environment.

· But military’s presence in the North did not change in the 1970’s despite all the acts. Activities continued to leave a mark on landscape.

· The Canadian North was no longer most likely to be used as a battlefield, but served as inherently hostile environment.

· Proposal of pipelines and other plans that would disrupt Aboriginal communities led to northern native peoples symbolizing harmony with nature, intrinsic spiritual connection to land and fauna and deep seated ecological knowledge.

· Aboriginals used idea of the Arctic as homeland to support their claims just like the government had done to assert their sovereignty
      
[bookmark: _5h65n7ldl9vu]The Land of Tomorrow

· In 1985 Joe Clark stated full sovereignty is vital to Inuit people and Canada’s national identity, continuing to treat resources of the North (people and environmental) as justification for political and military vision of Canada as geographic entity defined by Nordicity.

· Mulroney’s government formalized Canada’s cartographic control to perpetuating a static vision of the North.

· Asserted functional control by declaring armed forces would build polar-8 icebreaker, conduct naval exercises and increase surveillance over flights.

· All activities reflected government’s emphasis on military tools to assert sovereignty in the North.

· But aboriginal people wanted to demilitarize the North due to environmental concerns and low level flying dangers.

· Military responded it had instituted measures to avoid negative impacts on humans and wildlife, and the low population was a key vantage, but Native residents were unconvinced and contested NATO’s activities.
· Innu played upon notion of ‘ecological Indian’ and argued air training obstructed traditional practices, stymied attempts to nurture rural communities back to health, posing danger to their way of life.

· The military supporters highlighted the economic benefits of NATO training and challenged Innu claims using scientific reports, and question Aboriginal claims, asking how they could claim ecological awareness considering the “shabby” states of their homes.

· The military was adamant low-level flying, aboriginal land use, and environmental sustainability were not mutually exclusive.

· December 1989, Environmental Impact Statement concluded expanding low-level flying activities would not have significant adverse effects if they were carefully monitored. Defense implemented satellite monitoring system to plot caribou, human and animal patterns of land and air use.

· Eventually, no Soviet Adversary led to NATO and Canadian priorities shifted away from the eastern subArctic
.
[bookmark: _iqmlubm9vji6]Environmental Legacies of the Cold War

· Fed Gov.’s green plan and Arctic Environmental Strategy, released in the early ‘90s obligated departments to adopt more environmentally conscious practices. Environmental commitments might have been distractions to armed forces but they could no longer be ignored.

· Environmental and human security became inseparable

· The Canadian government reached an agreement with the US to share clean-up costs of the DEW Line sites, estimated at $300 million, but the process was delayed by US Congress, concerned the pact would be construed as precedent for critics of American military activities.


[bookmark: _q1dzmj2l0cis]_________________________________________
[bookmark: _5r5x4hfi6j9a]
[bookmark: _57u29pyxrvcu]

[bookmark: _qumzub2pkhsr]WEEK 8: Geographies of Immigration and Multiculturalism

Key Concepts: Neoliberalism, Race, Racism, Multiculturalism, Immigration

Lecture Questions to Consider: 

What are the historical roots of Canadian multiculturalism?

 -Up until 1970s, Canada wasn’t that multicultural due to the immigration policy
-70s: Emergence of the multiculturalism that we see today
-Present: Now, multiculturalism has become the defining feature in Canadian identity

___________________________________________________________________
-Prior to 1950s: White Only Immigration Policy
Immigration policy focused on White English + French Europeans
Exception: Immigrant Labourers: Chinese

1947–1957: immigration restrictions were gradually eased
-demand for labour 1947-57

1962 Canada adopts a points based system for immigration 

1971: Multiculturalism as Canadian State Policy is Born
	-To Overcome Cultural barriers
	-To Promote National Unity through Cultural exchanges

-Promotion of Canadian Nationalism
	As distinct from US: Multiculturalism + Bilingualism + Universal Health Care

What distinguishes Canadian multicultural policy from multiculturalism as an
aspirational idea?
Trudeau:
 “Immigrants be better immigrants by overcoming cultural barriers”
“National Unity through cultural exchanges”


Multicultural Policy as State Policy

Multiculturalism was designed to...
1  “help immigrants be better Canadians by overcoming cultural barriers”
2 ”Promote National Unity” + Canadian Nationalism by promoting cultural interchanges

Critiques 
-What is a better Canadian?
-Reality: not a lot of funding to end racial discrimination


-Shift in Immigration Policy-> Multiculturalism
-Immigrant Assistance programs- language

Multiculturalism as an Aspirational Idea

-Celebratory: cultural exchanges, and consumption
	-Promote creative cultural festivals to celebrate: dancing, food and art

-Embraces Diversity (as opposed to US’s melting pot)
-Multiculturalism as part of Canadian exceptionalism

Critiques
But theres still conceptions of xenophobia…
(irrational dislike or fear of people from other countries)

-How immigrants are positioned as outside the Canadian state: Process of Racialization
-Multiculturalism policy‟s focus on ethnicity as a primary marker of identity 
ignores the intersectionality


 
How are immigrants positioned in discourses (official and media) about Canadianness?

-As racialized individuals
-immigrants are positioned as outside the Canadian state: Process of Racialization
-that are at the same time fundamental to solving Canadian problems
-Canadian identity associated with immigrants: Multiculturalism + pluralism
[bookmark: _hnlk0iat3k0m]
[bookmark: _ygnuio8zcaai]

[bookmark: _9zttx6topvd5]Thobani: Racism and Sexism in Canada’s Immigration Policy (Complete Notes)
 
[bookmark: _njob8lhfh0is]Introduction
 
· Canada’s historical past has been divided with conflicting interest to maintain the ‘whiteness’ of Canadian society whilst ensuring an adequate supply of labor → still exists in 20th century Canada

· Mid-1990’s state took major restructuring of the immigration program → 
Immigration Policy Review (IPR)

· Through IPR, the state reformulated colonial/racist definitions of Canadians as members of the nation

· IPR restructuring of colonial/racist definitions played a significant role in the state’s nation building practices

· Canadian nation building relies upon the construction of immigrants, and immigrant women (in particular) as a threat to the nation’s prosperity and well-being → Genderization and notion of restricting geographies of reproduction

· State sought to suppress ideologically the internal divisions of race, class, and gender to legitimize and represent the nation’s interest

[bookmark: _jcmx4dg8nz8l]Founding the Nation
 
· Founding of Canada as a nation was founded through the colonization and racialization of Aboriginal Peoples
· 
· Capitalist globalization → Europeans gained control over Aboriginal peoples lands through racialized land policies establishing  a ‘new national economy’ on its ‘national territory’

· Was central to the production of the nation

· Racialized immigration policies enabled Europeans to settle the land and distinguish between ‘preferred races’ (British, French, then other European nationalities) and ‘non-preferred race’ (Asia, Caribbean, Africa)

· Immigration policies worked to racialized the nation and access to citizenship (1960-1970)



· Examples of policies to racialized the nation
· Head Tax (Chinese)
· Exclusion Act (Chinese)
· Continuous Passage
· 1910 Immigration Act

· European immigrants were actively and aggressively target by the nation to replenish the nation

· Women in ‘non-preferred races’ were usually excluded → To stop reproduction and racial mixing

· Was also done so the migrant workers would go back to their country

· Canada is said to be the product by two founding races → French and British

· After WWII, global economy went under great changes
· 
· Canadian Immigration Policy changed as well

· National liberal movements (Independence) in many colonized countries forced the dismantling of British and other European empires

· Growing anti-racist and anti-fascist movement in advanced capitalist countries

· Canadian state removed overtly racist references to immigration policy

· 1960-1970: State introduced a point system known as the Immigration Act 1976-1977 to enable a shift in source countries
· European countries were no longer at the top and all immigrants were ‘equally’ treated

· Domination of European immigration was over by 1990’s
· Post-war economic boom in Canada was due to the significant labor provided by 3rd world immigrants

· Immigration Act of 1976-1977 enabled 3rd world women to gain relatively increase access to immigrate into Canada → become citizens

· 1994: State organized Immigration Policy Review (IPR)
· Was done to restructure Canadian Society and reduce the increased access of the previous three decades

· Especially restricting future immigration of 3rd world peoples (esp. women)



· Mandate of the IPR was developed through extensive public consultations → 21st century policy changes

· Review began with a private meeting of 30 individuals

· 10 key issues were discussed and identified

· Was then conducted in a public consultation to appear as a democratic process (Canadian’s could pitch in)

· Public consultation enabled ‘problems’ defined by state to be of major ‘concern’ for Canadians
 
[bookmark: _aiqufqxh7hzo]Framing the Consultations
 
· First issue was developing a ‘Vision of Canada’ with discussions on the impacts of

· Immigration on the population
· On cultural diversity
· On the economy → Economic Council of Canada “small but positive impact”

· IPR is framed as a starting point that accomplishes the separation of ‘Canadians as member of the nation’ from immigrants as the ‘new problem under consideration’

· Fact stated that immigrants make a contribution to ‘our’ economy
·  ‘Our’ is treated as if it belongs to all of ‘us’ equally → contribution of immigrants in same economy is treated as not being ‘their’ economy

· Framing of ‘cultural diversity’, ‘what role immigration plays in fostering Canadian economy’, ‘the benefits of cultural diversity’ **

· Separates development of economy from ‘social and cultural life’ to ‘economic benefits against social and cultural benefits’

· Question links ‘social’ and ‘cultural’ diversity with immigration → Canada as homogenous

· Critics: ‘Cultural diversity’ has come to stand as racial diversity in the ‘new-racism’ of post-second world war Europe

· Text (above) places Canadians who are ‘culturally’ and ‘socially’ diverse outside the partnership being developed with the state → takes away the authority to speak from people of color (who are Canadian citizens)

· People of color are classed and constructed as immigrants

· ‘immigrant’ identifies all people of color as part of the same problem which the immigrants of the future are said to represent

· Organizing of immigration under ‘economic category’ (independent) and ‘Family category’ accomplishes gendering immigration
· 
· Independent becomes masculinized trough independence

· Family become feminized as a category of dependents who have to be sponsored by family members → economic contribution is rendered invisible (although more members contribute)

· Independent category → education, skills, and occupation of applicant are considered in the criteria and hence treated as easily managed

· The independent category is treated as  a ’good immigrant’ contributing to ‘our economy’ → and specifically to ‘cultural diversity’

· No representation of economic benefits is made for the family category
· Presented as having easy access to Canada as long as family members in the country meet ‘standards for good health and character’

· Does not point out that immigrants can only sponsor through financial criteria

· Does not point out that family category is subject to control and management (or it would be uncontrollable immigration)

· Discussion document sets up ‘family category’ as a problem requiring increased control and management

· Six of the ten issues raised discussion that asks specific questions about the cost of immigration and link ‘increased’ demands in social programs with immigrants (see page 40 for details)

· Three of the ten issues directly construct immigrants as threatening national institutions by abusing social services.
· Discussion document erases the reality that regulations not only require sponsors to undertake financially responsibility of sponsored family members but also forbid the family category from accessing social services

· Discussion constructs immigrants as abusive to the ‘generosity of Canadian’ tax money

· Women (immigrants) are said to be a burden on social programmes

· None of the issues address the inequalities of immigrant women, or the deeply entrenched racism in Canada


· Sponsored immigrants can become citizens after 3-5 years → financial dependency lasts for 10 years
· Does not mention that sponsors who are citizens may forfeit own claims of social assistance to support family members → allows them not to ‘burden’ the system

· None of the 10 issues refer to the unequal treatment of workers who enter the country under the Live in Caregiver Program (LCP)

· Allows domestic worker to apply for landed status after doing domestic work for 2 years

· They are dependent on their employers

· No mention of Non-Immigrant Employment Authorization Program
· Has allowed increasing number of workers to enter the country on temporary work permits

· This program and LCP are invisible from the immigration discussion

 
[bookmark: _5t8adxsvq1cg]What the State Heard
 
· Defining a national vision

· 1st theme defines both a ‘national’ vision for Canada and a ‘national character’ calling for preservation to be a key goal to future immigration

· ext supports continued immigration, but are countered by the ‘problems’
· Benefits as economic
· Problems as cultural diversity

· Construction of diversity as the character of immigrants – Not Canadians – is achieved through repeated warning about the dangers of ‘diversity’

· National values are seen to include ‘freedom’, ‘democracy’, ‘the rule of law’, ‘the principles of justice, fairness, tolerance, and respect for fellow citizens’, and ‘equality’
· Contrasts discussion document

· Text in document hides the reality that people in Canada are divided by social relations of race, class, and gender

· Race, class, and gender inequalities have increased significantly since the 1990s

· The different interests among Canadians and economic status cannot enter the reality of  shared national interest

· National characteristic is given substance which defines immigrants as threatening to its continued existence

· Consultation process: Canadians have expressed concern that their Canada is disappearing; that its values and lifestyles are being eroded

· Improving the ‘quality’ of immigrants

· First theme racializes the ‘values’ and ‘characters’ of immigrants → second theme genders this problem of quality by construct immigrant women in particular as destructive and threatening

· Immigrants are associated with overpopulation and overwhelming demand for nation’s resources

· IPR associates immigration as ending our way of life

· The dangers of overpopulation are a widespread concern for Canadians
· Canada is associated to having a ‘fragile ecology’, ‘climatic conditions’ and ‘geography’ which are cited as unable to sustain more than the ‘ideal population’ → use of geography to curtail 3rd world immigration (esp. adapting to climate conditions)

· ·Immigration is associated with population growth → over-population

· Immigrants become responsible for environmental deterioration, pollution, increased crime, and strain on social services according to discussion

· Using immigrants as cause to ‘problems’ is the state’s way to negate responsibility for them

· These problems discussed do not make sense since the population of Canada would decline in 2010 → in the case of no immigration

· Text also notes that population growth does not apply to the growth of the Canadian population → gives incentive to ‘Canadians’ to reproduce without said ‘problems’ as opposed to immigrants

· Overpopulation of immigrants is posed as a problem an reinforced with western imaginations of
· Crime, Disease, pollution, excessive breeding, and excessive demands on scarce resources

· Personal Note: ‘Breeding’ term → animals?

· Canadian society is said to be dedicated to preservation of healthy environment

· Gendered consequences
· 3rd world Women are cause for overpopulation

· Over-population is blamed for economic stagnation, environmental damage, poverty, and population-control

· Immigrants are seen as a threat to the ‘whiteness’ of Canada → early 20th Century South Asian and Chinese were judged to be a threat to Canadian purity

· Recommendations through text on independent category and mandatory French or English language proficiency

·  ‘Quality’ of immigrants vs. Quantity
· Recommends attracting EU immigrants
[bookmark: _yeinid1ggnkl]
[bookmark: _a4j9rwdoeq4]Balancing immigration categories
 
· Identifying balance between independent and family categories

· Recommend that ‘immigrant communities’ take care of immigrants to ease the burden on Canada and its services

· Constructs people of color as ‘immigrant’ communities regardless of citizenship status

· Reality: Immigrants communities (as taxpayers) contribute to social programmes (not mentioned)

· Recommendation that a sponsorship bond be implemented ($20,000) or raise the qualifying income levels
· Removal of sponsorship for low-income immigrants

· Over emphasis on independent immigrant and controlling access to social programmes

[bookmark: _hiitttijxk3h]Protecting national institutions
 
· Theme of ‘threats’ to natural institutions → immigrants portrayed as engaging in criminal activities and abuse of social system

· This theme was avoided as it went against the fundamental assumptions of Canada

· Discussion acknowledged that social services where there to protect the labor market conditions that created unemployment and poverty
 
[bookmark: _7etkendv53k7]What the Consultation achieved
 
· Process enabled the state to claim a partnership between governments and its citizens on shared goals and responsibilities

· Economic, social, and cultural criteria formed the basis of the discussion on immigrant selection

· Basically a summary of topics above!
 
[bookmark: _yxw1cwy2jv3u]Strategies and resistance
 
· Strategy that one should address the way in which we view race, history of colonial power, the marginalization of minorities

· If this problem is not solved → it will never be solved and continue to be in the discourse of immigration policies

[bookmark: _j6t7eye3197n]
[bookmark: _cf2l3bpknhfw]

[bookmark: _swgx7v6z0a7a]
[bookmark: _q2o1o9l0b7jo]Roberts & Mahtani: Neoliberalizing Race
______________________________________________________________________________

· Positioning of Immigrants in The Globe and Mail 2002-2006
· Immigration as valuable to Canadian Economy
· Immigrants as criminal/ terrorist
· Also a way to solve Canada’s problems: low fertility rates, aging population, growing demand for skilled labour and doctors, fuel housing markets.

· Seeked to examine the ideals and discourses that appeared to be underpinning the newspaper’s choice of coverage

· Racism as result of Neoliberalist policies
· Neoliberalization is understood as a socio economic process that has racial implications, but little is said about the ways 

· That neoliberalism modifies the way race is experienced or understood in society.

· Immigrant discourses silences racist structures of neoliberalism
· avoidance of using blatantly racist language.
· However, “the immigrant” is understood as a racialized individual
· Supposed race neutrality in media
· Result: normalization and muting of racism
· Erases history of injustice faced by immigrants in Canada


[bookmark: _pmkz359tqzh0]What is the connection between neoliberalism and ethnicity and race in Canada?


Neoliberalism: Free Market Ideology
Political philosophy that emerged in the 1980s that argued the desirability of the 
market as the central plank for the organization of social, economic, and political life. 

The argument is that free markets maximize human welfare; economically, markets efficiently distribute knowledge and resources; socially, liberalism will maximize moral worth

In a neoliberal society the success of an individual is related to his/her work output
§  Modalities of difference such as race do not determine one’s success

-Fuel Canadian Economy, 
-Solve Canadian problems
-Only immigrants who can fuel the economy and solve our problems should be admitted.
	Benefit: -immigrants can come to make money

Neoliberalist structures are at their core RACIST.
Structural hiding of racism 
Neoliberalism changes how race works in society.
Normalization of racism through neoliberalism
Erasure of historical injustice faced by immigrants


[bookmark: _5tg0pxrt44e7]Roberts & Mahtani: Neoliberalizing Race (somewhat complete but has important points which complement previous)
[bookmark: _uqrksak442hb]New Contours of Neoliberalism in Geography
 
·         Neoliberal policies have severe racial impacts à Looking at day laborer

·         Day laborers struggle for economic rights

·         Neoliberal regulatory projects has sought to dismantle or weaken labor market insurance programs and job-protection legislations
§  Result: Informal market of day workers à largely comprised of illegal immigrants

·         Race is mobilized to show that racialized subjectivities are essential in justifying certain impacts on neoliberalization that are experienced disproportionately within racialized communities

·         Racism is an inevitable result of neoliberalizing policies
§  Racialized groups are seen as distinct and mapped into neoliberal policy

·         Neoliberalism: The socioeconomic process that has racial implications 
 
[bookmark: _pek6k57gwl7t]Methodology
[bookmark: _74qmxqn858s] 
·         Looked at the positioning of Immigrants in the Globe and Mail Database from 2002-2006 and found that

§  Immigration is valuable to the Canadian economy

§  Immigrants are seen as criminals/terrorists

§  Immigrants are a way to solve Canada’s problems of low fertility rates, aging population, growing demand for skilled labor and doctors, and housing market

·         Although there are calls for immigrants to solve Canada’s problems they are not seen as Canadians

§  Immigrant is demonized as deviant, criminalized, and tarnishing the supposed Canadian way of life

[bookmark: _oyfs1y765rz2]The Co-Constitutive Nature of Race and Neoliberalism
[bookmark: _wfvld297tj5n] 
·         Neoliberalism in Canada has shaped the ideal conception of the relationship between the citizens and society

·         Neoliberal practices include à family, gender, and racial ideology


·         Capitalism is used to hide racial and other inequalities by relocating racially coded economic disadvantages and reassigning identity-based biases

§  Establishment of market orientation to this relationship

·         In a neoliberal society the success of an individual is related to his/her work output
§  Modalities of difference such as race do not determine one’s success

·         For immigrants in Canada, there appears to be a different set of rules à double edged sword

§  Immigrant is “not-quite Canadian” hence are disadvantage in their wages (goes against neoliberal principle of work output and wages) à Canadian vs. Immigrant ≠ unequal

§  Can be seen by the rejection of foreign degrees (even if they are qualified)

·         Immigrants are racialized within the economy of Canada
§  Neoliberalism masks racism through value laden moral project (worker output)

·         Liberalism sanctions racist institutions and reproduces racial knowledge

·         Racism is a term that changes and alters for each generation



[bookmark: _gyq3w4mfxdsu]Keung, N. (2013). Demanding ‘Canadian experience’ from newcomers may breach Ontario’s human rights code.
[bookmark: _j99i3yxu185i]Employers who require “Canadian experience” from newcomers when they apply for a job or accreditation could be breaching the  Ontario’s Human Rights Code

The Ontario Human Rights Commission launched a new policy denouncing the requirement for so-called “Canadian experience” as discriminatory

 insisting on Canadian experience is discrimination under the Human Rights Code

Although employers can’t exclude anyone based on race, ancestry, colour, place of origin and ethnic origin, the new policy targets the requirement that newcomers have Canadian experience when searching for jobs and professional accreditation.

“Some employers are using the Canadian experience requirement as a proxy for discrimination, which they know is illegal. But even when hidden, discrimination in employment is still against the law,” 

____________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _vwxoy8gnbmkf]Keung, N. (2013). Ottawa's 2014 immigration plan focuses on economic class
· Canada to launch Express of Interest System (EOI) to let employers cherry-pick skilled immigrants for a pool of pre-screened applicants

· Will admit between 240,00 and 265,000 permanent residents to Canada in 2014

· Canadians will be favored over imported labor à will rely on imported labor based on demand

·  Immigrants in occupational skills, entrepreneurship, and investment will account for 63% of admissions

· Family class will account for 26.1%

· Remaining 10.9% will be allocated towards refugees and humanitarian needs

· To deter employers abuse of the system, the government has implemented fees and language requirements

____________________________________________________________________________


[bookmark: _gr7qsnnyrois] 
[bookmark: _6whiun8ql117]

[bookmark: _6ff2pou7ygon]Week 9: Not Good Enough to Stay? Temporary Migrant Workers as Non-Citizens

[bookmark: _4qxyujh3p8cw]McClelland: Nanny Abuse
______________________________________________________________________________

- Governments look forward to exporting poverty than allow it to perpetuate in their own countries 
- Ottawa lacks child care programs so it’s the perfect combination 
- Workers are not given citizenship upon arrival and only admitted if they agree to work a minimum of 2 years as live-in nannies
- On average they make $700 after room and board
- Some claim this program exploited impoverished women, scrutinized by citizenship and immigration canada
- Most nannies suffer in silence b/c of threats of deportation and police reports
· ex. One woman’s employer refused to pay $3000 of pay and she had no where to turn too
· Federal immigration wanted $1500 from her to process applications 
· the employer would not pay, leaving her stuck. 
- In 1993, 57% of caregiver program workers were filipino, grew to 93% in 2002
· ottawa wanted cheap daycare labour, the philippines wanted to send workers overseas to send money home. 
· in 1998, 8 billion dollars was sent back to the philippines

- Filipino migrant workers are lifting the country out of poverty, saving employers family

- domestic workers keep working as low paid nannies after permanent residence status
· no access to education/retraining
· growing #’s of nannies are working part time as prostitutes to pay for their fees 
· poverty transferred from country to country 
- Typical profile of employers: married couples, aged 35, working in private sector, 2 kids and household earnings of more than $100, 000
· employ nannies thinking its a favour to them 
· 1 month salary in Canada > year’s salary in the Phillippines
· landed immigrant status made possible
Not being born in Canada somehow legitimates a different kind of treatment
· neither government or employers feel accountable for this
· Women’s rights in Canada were won for white women, not women of colour
· different expectation on how women of colour are treated. 
Employment agencies and governments are cashing in on these nannies
· employers save money because no child care fees or having one spouse leave the workforce
· employment agencies make domestic workers pay a lot to live in the west
· Philippines government sends the poor and unemployed abroad
Because there’s little canadians who are willing to do this, nannies should be accepted as skilled labourers
· they should receive permanent residency upon landing in Canada like every other class of immigrants whose work is seen as necessary 
Current immigration system assesses and awards points for education, work, and employment potential
· more points means better chance they’ll be accepted under skilled labourer
· women in live-in caregiver programs rarely acquire enough points for this





[bookmark: _2ymuf3pmt0g5]Inouye: Conditional love: representations of migrant work in Canadian newsprint media
_____________________________________________________________________________

Migrant workers are regulated by federal government's Temporary Foreign Worker Program
· minority are professional, technical workers OR considered artistic, performing artists
· majority fall under non-professional occupational categories of work (farming, assembly, etc)
There’s a divide between professional & non-professional workers, also between free & unfree labour

· Unfree labour > worker’s limited in ways to sell their labour, through TFWP
· work conditions can’t be changed w/o permission from immigration officers, they’re subject to deportation if they do 
· can’t apply for permanent residency, agricultural workers can only stay max 8 months
· domestic workers can only apply for landed immigrant status after 2 years of continuous work
· most professional workers are from economically advanced countries
· most non-professionals are females, 90% from less economically advanced countries 

Seasonal agricultural workers Program, serves migrant agricultural workers, a program between canada & mexico and caribbean states 

Live-in caregiver program is between Canada & philippines, caribbean countries 

Canada’s migrant domestic workers program takes advantage of underemployment in certain regions and the canadian government cut spending on health & child care; citizens need to hire labour to provide live in case

Unfree migrant workers are legally & socially constructed as foreign, flexible, disposable and competitive 
 Dominant discourses of multiculturalism and neo-liberalism shaped representations of migrant workers and their employers with mainstream media

Racialization of particular individuals and communities is a real consistent everyday practice because of media working with white western male middle class perspective 

Migrant farm workers are described as foreign elements within a geographical landscape made by european-canadians 

they are valued on spatial dualisms like 
· workplace/living space
· workplace = site of economic integrity & wealth for agricultural economy
· living space has poor conditions for migrants but its mention is minimized
· farm/community space
· farm space = space of economic generation, workers are appreciated & valued
· community space they’re perceived as troublemakers unless they contribute economically to the community 
· canada/homeland
· canada is represented as a superior place to work 
· mexico/caribbean are made out to be acceptable/suitable places for their families to live
· in the canadian landscape, migrant workers are included but in specific, limited ways

Concept of multicultural love: creation of loveable object, migrant embracing ideal of a receiving nation who wants to be like the ideal national subject
	ex. she who doesn’t conform is excluded from multicultural love

When migrant workers express anger & frustration, loving feelings towards workers are absent
Multicultural love is about the ego of the subject rather than the beloved

Articles focusing on migrant farm workers express love, suggesting they’re like family to citizen farm owners & canada comes across as loving and charitable as a nation 

Migrant agricultural workers have been referred to as ‘family that goes south for the winter who are grateful in having the opportunity to work here and take home a substantial amount of money’
· relationship between worker and employer is also compared to marriage
· comparison to marriage parallels xenophobic ideology that those who are made foreign to Canada use marriage to a canadian citizen as a way to get into the country 
In the media, farm workers have been described as a “swarm” and “airing” complaints, which undermines teh legitimacy of their complaints

The media prioritizes the needs of canadian citizens, concealing racialization of migrant workers & how they are made to work under oppressive conditions 

Suggesting federal government is creating such a policy in order to help migrants and canadians 
· nation stands in as both rational and accommodating nation 
Conditions of unfreedom to which migrant farm workers and domestic workers are subject, transcend political field into mainstream media
· workers are perceived as acceptable, loveable but only to the extent they are grateful and obedient, if they raise critiques about their conditions, love is absent 
[bookmark: _vecuxoc7ezab]









Pick Your Own Labour: Migrant Workers and Flexibility in Canadian Agriculture

States receiving migrants use different mechanisms simultaneously to regulate worker entry
· High income countries tend to use Temporary Migrant Worker Programs
· this is a popular choice as high income states work to tighten borders and make entry conditions more clear
· TMWP’s have been used most often for agrciulture
· high income countries have become more reliant on migrant labor 
· TMWP’s for Canadian agriculture have been altered; allow employers more control over social composition of their workforce 
· this control leads to changes farmers believe are beneficial 
Labour Market Flexibility - ability to adjust wage rates & structures, employment arrangement, recruitment practices
· profit making in sector takes 3 forms 
· appropriation, to extract values from others
· valorization, enhance value of product
· intensification, create value by efforts to accelerate, enhance, or reduce risks of biological process
Programs are suited to bring specific types of workers into the sector they’re targetting
· highly skilled workers are granted freedom in the labor market, have easier path towards residency
· low skilled workers are issued employer specific visas, no opportunities for citizenship
TMWP’s have always restricted labor mobility & limited migrant’s social/political franchise. social conditions for workers  are poor and their rights are limited. 

TMWP’s in Canada are constructed to be vulnerable work forces:
· there’s been more demand for low skill occupation workers than high skilled workers 
· Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program (SAWP) has been one of Canada’s longest standing programs
· created in 1966, has had low rates of non-returns since then 
· work visa maximum of 8 months
· bilateral agreement with Mexico and English speaking Caribbean countries
· Low Skill Pilot Project (LSPP) created in 2002, 
· work visa maximum of 24 months
· does not employ the same bilateral agreement as SAWP, opens up global market
· both programs 
· ‘forced rotation’, migrants must return to home countries at the end of their contracts to retain eligibility for future returns, no family reunification & permanent residency
· no family reunification means workers work longer hours; no social obligations
· migrants are only able to legally work for person they’re assigned 
· citizen first policy; employers must prove they’re unable to attract canadian residents
· recruit workers from landless countries w/lower wages than Canada’s
· wages are set annually, so they can only increase hours of work to make more $, not wage
· repatriation provisions exist, allowing employers to dismiss, deport workers 
· most workers are unaware that they can remain in the country w/o a work permit
· but employers must provide homes for workers, to lose a job is to lose housing
· employers providing housing gives them further control over workers
· curfews, prohibiting visitors, knowledge of worker location at all times
· TMWP’s implemented at federal level under immigration policy, but governed by provincial statutes, leading to lack of accountability leaving officials, employers, employees searching for answers to problems
· employers can specify preferred sex & nationality of employees, a practice prevented when hiring domestic workers 
· men are preferred due to the type of work, and to minimize sexual tensions on the field and in the housing arrangements 
· differences in nationality also lead to language barriers that farmers feel further prevent relationships developing 
· migrant sending countries compete for labour placements, and employers can avoid nationalities that are more empowered due to greater understanding of rights 
· specifying sex and nationality encourages further discrimination such as body size
· lack of labour regulation has led to LSPP migrants deserting their employers to stay longer than visas permit
· occurs when wages/hours promised by recruiter do not materialize and migrants cannot recoup migrations costs before visa expiration
· the LSPP has increased instances & forms of unfree labor relations 
· employers paying SAWP  workers program agreed rates previously  offered domestic workers double that amount   
· employers  have been using the threat of labor replacement w/domestic and migrant workers to motivate them to increase productivity    
The availability of migrant workers has led  to Canada’s horticultural industry being able to compete globally. There’s been a direct link between growth of Canada’s horticultural industry and rising numbers of migrant workers. 
· in ontario ⅔ workers in the green house industry is supplied by SAWP  
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Borders are not as neat as maps might portray them to be.

Never mere lines on a map, borders, like states, are geographically dispersed spatial productions”

• Three key aspects to quote:

1.  Beyond lines on a map
2.  Geographically dispersed
3. Spatial productions

1. Beyond lines on a map

2. Locations of Borders are Geographically Dispersed
For the smuggled (undocumented, displaced, stateless)
-At international airports
-On water beyond territorial limits: US military ships routinely intercept boats.

-points of contact @ territorial national land, abroad or between states, means restructuring/broadening of international borders

3.  Borders are Beyond Lines on a Map: Spatially Produced 

Borders are not natural. 
Borders= products of  Political decisions, actions, struggles

-Canadian border exists as a result of colonial political agreements between US and Canada

Marking of Borders
-requires actual work on the ground

-Patrolling: technology or human power
-Enforcing Laws
-Border Markers: walls, signs

The Border as Political Space
How might we examine the border geographically?
 -By paying attention to everyday discourses and practices that 
decide and enforce who is in place and out of place in the nation‐state
• Tied to Mountz’s notion of “embodying the nation‐state”

 moving beyond analyses of policy and structure to 
the more fluid, daily, personal interactions that surround 
and disrupt these formal instruments of governance. 

Given that power moves through institutional practices at various scales, 

· a shift in the scale of analyzing the nation-state, to the scale of the body, 
· reveals processes, relationships, and experiences otherwise obscured.

Embodying the Nation‐State
“Embodying the nation‐state” insists that we look at how things actually happen on the ground to reveal the messy and actually embodied realities of border control.
	-Look beyond border policies and focus on everyday interactions between ppl and the nation-state that serve to reify and enforce the border and inclusion + exclusion

Idea of immigration and border control as disembodied institutions tied to opaque bureaucracies and formal policies

Who ‘‘belongs’’ to the Nation-State?  Bodies

Which groups are portrayed as bodies out of place?
· Some bodies are made more visible because of the ways that they are raced,
classed, and gendered

Strategic embodiment - Border control using public performances using bodies of ppl:
 
In response to national and international (USA) pressure, to strengthen the “leaky” border, the federal government presented public images of authorities in control of the situation.

Federal officials uniforms: black vests and black boots; 
Migrants handcuffed and detained

Border as a space where criminals/potential ones are apprehended
-gives sense of who is doing what and why

[bookmark: _bjjq64w4kzt1] The response of the Canadian government to the arrival of migrants smuggled by boat from China to British Columbia in 1999 serves as a case study

Discourse on the arrival of the boat Migrants at the time:
· played on the symbolic imagery of migrant ships as a threat to the nation-state,
· presented the migrants as a threat to public health
· the security international borders, the integrity of Canada’s refugee program, 
· the vulnerability of the nation-state more broadly.

Provoked intense public debate in Canada regarding the sovereignty of the nation-state
· Perception of Canada’s inability to police borders

While Immigrants are seen as….
· part of a way to build multicultural society
· economic strategy to encourage investment in Canada
· ﬁll gaps in the labor market

The smuggled migrants were positioned as a threat to national security 

The 1999 arrivals= the largest group of refugee claimants detained in recent Canadian history 
2000= largest mass deportations

Visibility of Bodies
Some bodies are made more visible:  raced,classed, and gendered
In the context of Immigration, visibility of bodies decide who ‘‘belongs’’ to the nation-state and which groupsare portrayed as bodies out of place

Political geographies of body and state
-nation state appears to be masculinist, secure concept, one body 
-appears to be powerful, but lack of understanding on operation and practices of power 
-as a result of investigation, state practices are found to be dispersed, decentralized & contradictory

Scale: embodies and expresses power relationships, its a social construction that can further understanding of state practices
- understanding scales of people and economic spheres marginalized under capitalist processes reveals ways contemporary globalization is tied to gendered and racialized systems of opression 
- embodiment locates power relations, contextualizes decision making w/workplace settings and life histories 
- power produces identities through discourse: identities are inscribed onto bodies of migrants and bureaucrats
media has become primary method of image building, fed ov pours many resources into them 

Embodiment and containment 
- immigration departments seem to be disembodied institutions
- disembodiment introduces significant distance between clientele and civil servants: expands power through absence
- decision makers are less accessible, better the power state has to act without being accountable
- immigrants can’t establish long-term relationships with CIC
- individual is suppressed, and the whole is emphasized 
- policies on paper are ideal methods/practices but not how it works in reality 

Dis/Embodiment of human smugglers
- at one point smugglers were considered a force against feds struggled
- human smugglers not usually detained, but decided to detain those on boats in 1999
	- effort to stop smuggling by freezing migration 
- aim to sustain integrity of fed ov in mind of the public and other foreign govs
- simple containment of the problem, short-term solution 
	- media presented migrants as enemies 
	- the experiences of these migrants were different

Geographies of the embodied nation-state
- media created a climate where government are forbidden to make mistakes; fishbowl environment (constantly watched)
- policy on paper is convuluted when iplemented, “policy on the fly”
- embodied state is multiple, conflicted, in perpetual negotiation  


[bookmark: _r4bec9nuyqng]Weibe: Producing bodies and border - A review of immigrant medical examinations in Canada
[bookmark: _xl3hxvyclgw1] 
[bookmark: _bvnfbjsiezu3]Theoretical Frame
 
·         Article investigates historical shifts and trends of border technologies with respect to immigration policies and legislation and biological screening through the use of medical examinations in Canada

·         Immigrant medical examinations, can be understood as assemblages
§  Assemblage refers to historically constituted regimes or practice of elements deriving from historical trajectories

·         Formal institutions of government and the law play a part in the operation of these assemblages
§  neither immigration policies nor the border can be reducible solely to the state or to law

§  State uses and executes law as an instrument

·         Power (law) is not exclusively negative or repressive à power can be productive and produces rituals and truth

·         paper analyzes immigration technologies which focus not solely on negative or coercive border practice, but also how these technologies produce historically specific designs of ‘the border’, ‘Canadian identity’, ‘citizenship’ and ‘(un)worthy citizens’

§  The border is continuously constituted and reconstituted at a variety of delocalized sites through assemblages of intersecting authority, technologies and forms of knowledge

§  Border à flexible sociological construct that plays a crucial role in the continuous regulation of the identities of citizens, immigrants, refugees, criminals and the list goes on.

·         The art of government seeks to rule, shape and guide the conduct of citizens in the name of health, wealth and the welfare of the population
§  Security plays a role in a nation (army, police, diplomatic corps, intelligence services and spies)

§  Also…heath, education, and social welfare systems

·         Governance of life elements centers on several elements

§  The body as a machine à usefulness, docility, integration into systems of efficient economic controls (every human acts as a part/piece of machinery)

§  Control à supervision of the body (people) act as a series of regulatory controls

·         examination of citizenship and immigration technologies in Canada reveals the operation of biopolitics

 
[bookmark: _1o9dgpu3cdfi]Biopolitics and Border Technologies in Canada
[bookmark: _xer9gmo0enbu] 
·         The creation of immigration policies and laws operate today (and historically) to control its population

·         regulating the movement of who is (not) eligible for entry, residence and citizenship in Canada, the government and bureaucracy have the political power and authority to define its population à social control

§  Social control = defining the ideal form of citizen and acting as a space f discrimination and rejection

·         Citizenship and immigration policy and discourse in Canada continue to operate as a strategy that constructs a politics of inclusion (through a productive discourse) and exclusion (through a repressive discourse)

·         Canadian citizenship and immigration policy and discourse appears in Acts, Regulations, policies and practices that affect who is allowed into Canada

§  These act as social boundaries defining what is acceptable about a particular subject (person)

§  Act as social boundaries controlling what is publicly speakable

[bookmark: _a1ev5w2n6eyp]Biology and Borders
[bookmark: _ah2uw4uezicn] 
·         Immigration and citizenship technologies in Canada separate qualified and worthy citizens from unqualified, unworthy ones à State dividing its population and foreign nationals

·         Public health policies as well as citizenship and immigration law, policy and practice have historically and continue today to operate as spatial forms of exclusion, integral to forming the Canadian nation

·         Despite the movement and flows of globalization, immigration technologies remain an area where the nation-state continues to exercise sovereignty through the selection and control of who enters and exits the country

·         Modern state-practices, which include policy and legislative changes, have shifted from overt racism and discrimination to become humanitarian and liberal over the last few decades

§  Technologies of immigrant evaluation are more liberal, policies and practices remain in place with the foundational assumptions from a historical discriminatory era

 
[bookmark: _a6hg0j5uyfl9]Historical Review of Canadian Immigration Legislation
[bookmark: _a6hg0j5uyfl9]
·         Early immigration policy explicitly expressed a distinction between (un)desirable Canadian citizens

·         The Department of Agriculture was responsible for immigration in the late 1800s, demonstrating a strong link to a particular kind of desired migrant

§  Good agricultural settlers were historically the most desired citizens in Canada

·         Early1900s, many Canadians already living in Canada were distrustful of the new immigrants who they perceived as taking away jobs

·         1906 Immigration Act was introduced

§  Act outlined the undesirable category further to include prostitutes, the mentally retarded, epileptic, insane, afflicted with contagious disease and any individual who was deaf, dumb, blind or infirm unless belonging to a family accompanying him or already in Canada

·         1910:  Cabinet had unlimited discretionary powers to issue orders-in-council to regulate the volume, ethnic origin or occupational composition of immigrants destined for Canada

·         Post World War era, the Liberal government introduced the points-system
§  Points system, which remains today, assesses all immigrants along skills and education criteria

·         1976: A new Immigration Act was introduced with three categories of migrants: independent, refugees and family class.
§  Only independent immigrants are evaluated according to the points-system

§  Immigration officers made their determinations based primarily on level of education

§  system functioned as one avenue to streamline the process and make it more objective, fair and egalitarian

·         Skills and economic benefit form the basis of Canadian Immigration Policy

·         The points system evaluates independent immigrants who are not covered by the family or refugee class

§  Designates points for education, vocational training, occupation and work experience.

§  An applicant must achieve approximately 67 out of 100 points possible

 
[bookmark: _x7aoi2j7np2e]Biological Screening in Canada: A historical Context
[bookmark: _x7aoi2j7np2e]
·         One of the earliest depictions of exclusion based on health grounds appears in the case of D’Arcy Island and the relegation of Chinese lepers to this colony of the coast of BC.

§  In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, leprosy was considered a serious public health concern à Stigmatized as a foreign disease

§  Mawani argues, theories about the origins of leprosy were deeply embedded within the province’s potent climate of anti-Chinese racism

§  Leprosy and Chinese immigration were seen as growing threats to BC’s ‘newly conceived imperial space’

§  These racialized conceptions have severe material consequences, which legitimized and reinforced more rigorous medical inspections of Chinese immigrants as well as immigrants in general

·         Border policies have been tied to biology since confederation. Canadian history is laden with misperceptions about ill health, social inadequacy and racial discrimination

·         Canadians, happily imagine that our country was spared virulent racism and class-consciousness prevalent in the United States; however, Canada was not immune to eugenic preoccupations

§  Eugenics: belief and practice of improving the genetic quality of the human population

§  In Canada, the primary support for eugenics came from those who believed that an understanding of heredity could improve public health.

§  medical sciences could provide more efficient social management

·         Federal Department of Health was established in 1919, the government had relied on the medical profession in administering its immigration legislation for decades

§  Dr. Charles Hastings, a medical health officer of Toronto asserted that Canada was committing ‘race suicide’ by sacrificing the well-being of its own youth to bring in newcomers

§  This type of discrimination was rampant in Canada. In 1909, the CJMS asserted that Canada had become the ‘garbage pail of England, Ireland and Scotland’

§  common belief that nations had the right to prevent themselves from being swamped by carriers of hereditary feeble-mindedness

 
[bookmark: _pudj68677g99]Qualifying Citizenship: Contemporary Canadian Medical Diagnostics
 
·         In our present legislative environment, according to the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and the corresponding regulations, all prospective permanent residents to Canada and certain temporary residents  must undergo a medical examination

·         Canadian government's expectation that citizens must be responsible for their physical and mental health in order to be accepted as valuable individuals of worth to the Canadian society, able to contribute to a productive market economy

·         new policy directions suggest momentum towards using these examinations as productive (or inclusive) intake procedures to collect data on newcomers to Canada

·         medical examination is conducted by a Designated Medical Practitioner (DMP), who is a physician selected by CIC (Citizenship & Immigration Canada) to do Immigrant Medical Exams (IME) on behalf of the government

§  The IME is done both overseas and on Canadian soil.

·         The health-related admissibility criteria refer to: public health, public safety, and excessive demand, in addition to whether the person should require medical surveillance

·         Policy-makers define public health in contrast to public safety

§  public health reflects a concern with conditions that are transmissible such as the outbreak of infectious disease

·         The category of health as a condition of citizenship reflects economic and security elements

·         CIC discourse demonstrates the connection between neoliberal market principles and proper health

§  IRPA projects a concern that immigrants who are unhealthy would cause an economic burden to Canadians

§  There is an assumption that they are less likely to be productive and contribute to the Canadian Economy

§  In order to make sure that immigrants would not place a burden on the Canadian welfare system, they must go through a rigorous process of medical scrutiny


 
·         The IME is nothing more than a mechanism to screen people out. There is no medical treatment or follow-up from the IME

§  origins of IMEs to historical practices of quarantine, medical examinations for potential citizens are based on an exclusionary model

§  current Canadian and international legislative framework is specifically designed to exclude people

·         exclusionary processes continues in a modern context through immigration medical screening and border control practices intended to reduce threats to public health or to mitigate potential impacts on healthcare services

·         Health discourse and affiliated medically diagnosed labels operate as powerful state technologies to regulate biological existence

§  assumption that unhealthy migrants are less likely to be productive and contribute to the Canadian economy

·         social implications of biomedical diagnostic capabilities

Assessments are made, which categorize people in a commodified way. People, they argue, are not differentiated from machines. They are objects, reduced to examinable parts
[bookmark: _8iea23mtats4]

[bookmark: _2myxoo0k17n]Cowen: Struggling with ‘security’: national security and labour in the ports. 
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“The border was never simply a line on a map, but its form and effects are becoming more complex today –particularly the maritime border”

Contradictions of Security vs Economy at the Border:
“The competing demands of ‘economy’ and ‘security’ have placed international ports at the centre of national security debates” (page 31)

Duality: securitization constrains many ppl, but economic pushes certain ppl through 
Securitization of the Border: constraints many people 
-racial profiling 
-no‐fly lists, 
-security certifications and international ‘information’ sharing”

Economic Pushes
-move to facilitate the movement of certain types of people, as well as goods, across

__________


Changes in border security at Canadian ports and land borders influenced heavily by the United States, especially after 9/11.

• 1. Cowen (2007): “extensive Canadian cooperation with US securitization” (Cowen, 31)
•  2. Ironically paints deference to US influences as key to Canadian sovereignty (Cowen, 32).
• 3. Premised on the notion of the US/Canada border as “leaky”

1. Transportation security: Extensive Canadian cooperation with US Security

Security initiatives have focused on on border crossings on land, air and sea

Canadian officials largely adopting the analyses and priorities of their US counterparts



2. Agreement + collaboration with US Securitization is key to Canadian Sovereignty

-if Canada does not provide an adequate level of security at its ports, the United States is likely to take action
-‘passivity’ creates risks that “the United States will defend its borders– which it primarily defines as North America – without Canadian knowledge or consent.”

3. Mythologies of Canada’s ‘leaky border’
-terrorists pass through easily -> in US discourse


4. Port Security

Container Security Initiative
(CSI): posts US customs officials in dozens of foreign ports to inspect US‐bound cargo
• Another e.g. of the border as ‘geographically dispersed’


[bookmark: _r2gs6l4uouzz]
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[bookmark: _ajffmodbrgii]Cowen: Struggling With Security- National Security and Labor in Ports
 
· Past 5 Years: Government has been crafting new policies, institutions, rationales for national securitization

·  At the request of USA on their war against terror (post 9/11)

· The ‘War on Terror’ focuses on securing the movement of people and goods across national borders
·   Also focuses on racial profiling based on nationality, religion, and ethnicity

· Control of human migration has intensified along with the globalization of production over the past decade
· Border control has been reworked since 9/11 (2001)

· Mobility has been hindered by racial profiling, no-fly lists, security certificates, and international information-sharing

· Movement of goods across national borders has become liberalized

· Since 9/11 politicians and security officials have become concerned about the incredible volume of unchecked cargo crossing borders

· Competing demands of the economy and security have placed ports into the center of national security debates

· Security clearance programs are under development for port workers, and will compromise port workers employment security by
· Subjecting workers to screening that violate privacy

· Allow job suspension based on ‘suspicion’ or terrorist affiliation

· Offer no independent appeals process


[bookmark: _gbpmsmlr7gg4]
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[bookmark: _3q0ni86kh99o]Securing mobility: Transportation Systems and the Border (Complete Notes)
 
· Since 9/11 US government has begun a massive reorganization of domestic and international security infrastructure →The Office of Homeland security was created

· International governments were also demanded to change security regulations

· Container Security Initiative (CSI) a program defined and administered by US authorities
· Posts US customs officials in dozens of foreign ports to inspect US-bound cargo

· International Ship and Port-Facility Security (ISPS) defined and administered by United Nations International Marine Organization → at request of USA

· ISPS define minimum standards of security that ports must comply

· Effective 2005, with 152 Nations

· Transport security between the USA and Canada has been extensive

· Security initiatives have focused in border crossing on land, sea, and air

· Security measures are carried out according to US demands

· Canada’s border has been referenced as ‘leaky’ and subject to terrorist entry

· Canadian ports have much more stringent screening procedures, but US demands more screening

· By complying with US demands, Canada us said to give over its National Sovereignty (Note: which has been fought for way too long)

· In the case where the US finds that Canada does not adequately fit its security principles → it will take unilateral (without agreement) action

· After 9/11 Transport Canada (TC) expanded its staff, policy, and resources dedicated to security

· Canada – National security is interchangeable with the security of trade flows
· Specifically trade flows with USA

· Objective of Canada Anti-terrorism Plan Bill C-35 is to keep Canada-US border secure and open to trade 
[bookmark: _ssfnrrfwfn5a]‘Securing’ Port Workers
 
· Regulating port workers has been central to Canadian Marine Security Plans

· SPS defines minimum, but governments can define the meaning and exceed them
· Transport Canada initial plan for worker security far exceeded ISPS code requirements

· Marine Facilities Restricted Areas Access Clearance Program (MFRAACP) program created areas restricted to only port workers who had clearance

· Workers were screened based on background checks on workers and families, credit checks, details about immigration status, information about skin, hair and eye color, and travel histories

·  MFRCAAP was modelled after the Airport restricted Areas Access Clearance Program which was implemented after the 1985 Air India bombings

· ·         Differences between Airport and Marine security
· Security of containers need to be addressed through the complex spatial networks from initial packaging at production sites, transport routes, and distribution centers

· Airport security is no appropriate for marine security because of social organization
· Already casualized form of employment (civil rights already undermine security)

· International Longshore and Warehouse Union: Marine security has been regarded as an offense to the rights and freedom of privacy by demanding excessive information such as
· Personal and family information
· Education
· Skin color
· 5 years of residential history
· Past employment
· Travel history
· Workers would have to apply for clearance every 5 years (resubmitting info above)


· implications for employment security were severe; proposed regulations would make workers vulnerable to indiscriminate suspension, thus directly undermining collective agreements, as well as creating potential for employers to exploit the regulations in order to deliberately circumvent collective agreements

· ILWU argue that the regulations would bring upon racial profiling and discrimination based on national origin

· RCMP and CSIS who are responsible for security checks, are known to be engaging in racial profiling

· Stephen Harper: recommends better oversight of the CSIS & RCMP operations

· Travel history requirements target workers deemed to be in ‘risky regions’ to be a ‘risk’

· Criticism that MFRAACP targets workers for crime, and automatically suspect them of terrorist affiliation
· Security experts claim that linking crime and terror are outdated

· Other claims say that crime and terror are the same thing

[bookmark: _7u553cdb6q4q]Competitive cities and security
 
·         Port cities work in a tight relation of competition with neighboring port cities
§  National security is seen as a barrier to competition and allow less securitized ports to benefit


·         The spatial logic of national security, with tightening national borders interferes with supranational trade flows which are crucial to global production systems

[bookmark: _y9xry51vqu2p]Anti-social Security
 
·         National security have historically been important moment for the origin of social forms of security

·         In the past, strength of organized labor combined with the states need for productive and reproductive labor, combined and yielded social protections

§  Today little talk is done on building a national society

·         Neoliberal globalization → security overshadows social forms of security (social security as in Job protection)

·         A border between the USA and Canada is important as it provides a separation of the two discrete societies (Note: Also to protect each nation's sovereignty)

·         Border is not simply a line, but much more complex than that (especially maritime/marine border)
§  Maritime border is much more open hence harder to monitor

·         Taft-Hartley Act → promote a socially secure workplace that s trained to handle responsibilities (high security responsibilities)

·         ILWU has organized actions to go against US imperialism in foreign ports and support fair trade initiatives
US involvement disturbs the economic trade system and puts countries to disadvantage








Drogin: US Gets Tough on Canadian Border

America has been  increasing border security between the US and Canada,   including  drones with night vision cameras, and radars. 
· prior to these changes, the 3987mile  border   was  undefended, longest in the world
· these changes were driven by fears of terrorists & complaints that the US was going too soft on Canada
Prior to Feb 2008, oral declaration of citizenship was enough to enter the US ., now passport or ID card is needed. 

Arrests and drug seizures from the Canadian border totaled less than 1% of those  from the Mexican border, which is only half as long. 

US Officials believe terrorist attacks are more likely to come from Canada, while there has only been one known case of a suspected terrorist trying to cross the border. But US Homeland Security Secretary claims other cases were not made public due to security reasons. 

Border patrol agents have maintained that typically  it’s quiet at the border between US and Canada. 






Mountz: My Shotgun, cross-border, same-sex wedding

· Americans find marriage, pregnancy to be contradictory with same-sex. 
· The changing viewpoints on the issues noted above led Mountz & her partner to travel
· Mountz & her partner straddle between Canada & US 
· were married in Canada, own homes in Toronto, NY and Syracuse
· Canada legalized same sex marriage - 2005. In June 2011, NY passed legislation to allow same-sex marriage, prior to this only recognized same-sex marriages from other jurisdictions 
· Birth of their daughter convinced them to wed, as  Mountz & her partner would both be listed as parents on the birth certificate 
· they were marred in Toronto, noted that Canadians often recognize their status as a family more so than US counterparts
· While NY has granted same-sex marriage, the rest of America has yet to do so, it is only the 6th state to legalize same-sex marriage. 
· Mountz and her partner have decided to apply to become Canadian Citizens 
· 
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Jefferess: Responsibility, Nostalgia, and the Mythology of Canada as a Peacekeeper

Responsibility, Nostalgia and Mythology of Canada as Peacekeeper
· Canada’s participation w/US in Afghanistan seen as abrupt departure from peacekeeping
· chief of defence said aim of Can. Forces = protect interests, job = kill people 

· Two reports, Staples’ Marching Orders, McQuaig’s Holding the Bully’s Coat
· Canada victim of America’s bullying
· not the aggressive one in Afghanistan, just helping US be aggressive

· Canada always seen as a peacekeeper, despite participation in # of operations
· seems like it’s failing to be peacekeeper, denial that it’s not a peace keeper

· Canada as peacekeeper is an invented tradition, selects specific memories to prove this
· anytime canada participates in war, seen as aberration, previous participation is forgotten 

UN says peacekeeping is disinterested intervention by 3rd parties, facilitating resolution of conflict. To canada, peacekeeping is mythological sign, distinctly Canadian political ethics.

3 texts analyzed to show how mythology of Canada as peacekeeper relies on nostalgia:

1. Peacekeeper at War: movie by Martin Duckworth
· says Canada failed to fulfill ideal of peacekeeping as neutral
· canada abandoned values and traditions 
· thinks state can’t be peacemaker and fight in war at the same time 

- nostalgia distances past from present, makes past seem more secure, fewer accidents 
· ignores canada’s involvement in cold war
· sees pearson as symbol of canada’s peacekeeping tradition, metonymy

2. Image of peacekeeping on $10 bill, “Remembrance and Peacekeeping”
· peacekeeping & warfare from same institution: military 
· In Flander’s Fields, “lest we forget” & “In the Service of Peace”
· suggests canada went from war-fighting to peacekeeping 
· change didn’t happen linearly
· just a narrative eliding violence of colonial & war fighting history
· past rationalized as integral to achieving peace

3. Axworthy’s memoir, Navigating a New World
· selective about Pearson’s past so that he’s symbol of peacekeeping
· ex. pearson campaigned to accept US nuclear weapons in Canada
· Canada’s in position to promote blueprint for order global affairs
· uses image of child as metonym of future generations and “others” needing protection
· canada has responsibility to protect 

Empire of Denial by David Chandler
· language of interests changed from security to protection
· fear for the other instead of fear of the other 
· Canada is in Kandahar in regards to the “other”, protecting, disinterested ‘helper’ 
· current title for Canadian policy in Afghanistan ‘Protecting Canadians - Rebuilding Afghanistan’
- “If Canadians can get this global role right… we will fulfill our duty as global citizens and define our own place in contemporary firmament” 
· Presumes Canada is knowledge maker, teacher, w/nothing to learn 
· “other” countries are recipients of aid, not ally, friend or teacher, inferior 

- peacekeeping mythology is structured through nostalgia
· longing/tradition 
· canada should take role of ‘helper’, has duty to become involved 

-no questions as to why some states can’t or won’t protect their own citizens
· just assume they need aid from Canada 

-narrative framework of peacekeeping mythology naturalizes privileged place to help 

Conclusion
- peacekeeping requires dehumanized or infantilized “other” 

- project of bringing peace to world and being Canadian, requires others to fail to resolve their conflicts
· saving others discourages respect and belief in personhood of “other” 

- responsibility to protect is paternalistic, “other” who needs protection is produced by narrative of Canada

- 3 narratives of canada’s peacekeeper myth are inconsistent
· canada as peacekeeper is articulated in variety of ways 

- identity of peacekeeper is framed through nostalgia (tradition/longing)
· canada’s current participation in Afghanistan will later be aberration 
· despite it’s actions, nostalgia reaffirms mythology of peacekeeping
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3 Military Spending and Critical effects on Canadians
4 Why use NHL as space for Military propaganda?
5 Conclusions


Military spectacle, promotion + propaganda at Canadian hockey games
-would have been highly unusual before
-moments of silence held for fallen Canadian soldiers
-heavy applause for soldiers


Critiques

The military celebrations at NHL games themselves make no effort to separate the troops from their missions
-Not talking about actual details of Canada's military engagements, simply to "support the   troops”

-Those who question this mantra are told that while one may or may not agree with the particular deployments of the Canadian Armed Forces, we all have a responsibility to support the men and women who put their bodies on the line for us.

- There are plenty of other Canadians -- aid workers, doctors, nurses, activists -- who also put their bodies on the line doing work that doesn't involve killing, injuring or torturing anyone.
- They receive no similar tributes at hockey games.
Are troops' deployments in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Haiti, Mali and elsewhere are really making us safer??
- requirement that support is premised on the notion that they are protecting us and our freedoms

-What about the violence for others?


Argues that threat to Canadians' freedom it is the Canadian state and armed forces itself

-Toronto in 2010: peaceful protestors were arrested by the thousands based on secret -- later acknowledged to be fake -- laws. 
-Montréal, 2013: students were arrested for simply planning to demonstrate, with the police openly declaring that Canadians "do not have the right to protest."

 Jefferess reminds us that Canada has had a long history of 
actively participating in war, but this is actively hidden by the 
notion of Canada as a peacekeeping nation.

Canada isn’t just peacekeeping...

1990s- Canadians were involved in torture in Somalia and bombing in Yugoslavia and Iraq. 

After 9/11, Canada placed itself near the forefront of the dubious uSled "war on terror"

Canada's 12-year occupation of Afghanistan: country is devastated, thousands killed, ppl live in extreme poverty. By supporting US, canada is directly implicated in the torture + suffering of others.

Since then, Canada has systematically increased the size of its military and the scope of its operations.

 In moments of silence, held at NHL games, for Canadians killed in Afghanistan, never once has there been any reflection on the Afghan lives lost or broken

2004, the Canadian military participated in the abduction and overthrow of the democratically-elected president of Haiti, and has remained there ever since, training and supervising the Haitian police in the killing of 1000s

 In 2009,  violently crushed a social movement in Honduras that has ppl struggling against poverty imposed in part by Canadian mining and sweatshop companies. 

In 2011, Canada intervened with a major bombing campaign in Libya, where the profits of Canadian energy giant Suncor were compromised, killing hundreds of civilians with some 700 bombs. 

2013-  Canada participated in French-led attacks in Mali.

These are not peacekeeping missions!

Military Spending and Effects on Canadians

The official military budget is now higher than it was during the Second World War, reaching $18 billion
2012: Harper wanted to spend $25
 Impact on Canadians: Higher Taxes, Decreased spending for Social Services

Direct support for people is diminishing, as reflected in decreases in social housing and assistance;

Federally funded organizations that provide valuable services to communities are being scuttled or starved of resources; Indigenous, environmental, queer and women's organizations have been particularly targeted’

Also,
job losses
higher taxation for transit systems
privatized health services
rising tuition fees

working poverty and precarity are becoming more and more common -- more than ten per cent of Canadians are now living below the poverty line and almost half of the country work precariously -- even as there is less and less support for those of us who are struggling. 

Stephen Harper could spend $25 billion. Selling Canadians on the importance of a growing military presence in the world, then, has to be a major preoccupation for the Canadian ruling class.


Why use NHL as space for Military propaganda?

Already a space that is dominated by a kind of militaristic, violent, patriarchal culture, hockey provides fertile ground and a captive audience for reinforcing the discipline of the new militarism. 

NHL is at the centre of an effort to rebrand the Canadian military and build consensus around the "support the troops" mantra

 to reinforce the idea that the troops were doing noble work, without actually talking about what they are doing.

Conclusions

-some 80 per cent of Canadians are opposed to the war in Afghanistan. The overwhelming majority of Afghans are against the occupation, as manifest both in opinion polls and in the growing -- not diminishing -- armed resistance to the Canadian presence. Canadian aggression elsewhere in the world is sometimes less visible but equally nefarious and has generated a growing resentment of Canada as just another imperial bully; social movements across the world name Canada directly as the adversary in their struggles for freedom and justice.








