
Mahagana Buddhist ethics- 300 yrs after the death of the Buddha, Buddhism was entirely an oral tradition; there was a belief that there were more teachings taught by the Buddha. They proposed that samsara is nirvana and nirvana is samsara; not dualistic. It is your mind that makes your experience either nirvana or samsara. If you are able to purify your mind you can experience blissful reality and can release yourself from all your past sufferings. Your mind can liberate you from mental sufferings. No one else can liberate you from your sufferings; only you yourself can liberate yourself.  Our whole experience in samsara is a particular psychological state. If samsara is already nirvana, changes the practice because no matter how involved you are in society, you can keep your mind pure. Equal emphasis on compassion and wisdom. Dedicate yourself to others to a point where you will naturally forget about yourself. Perfection is having wisdom and compassion become one
· Compassion= genuine goodwill that you don’t want to see other human beings in suffering 
· Bodhisattra= enlightened beings; more of a title. They all make a vow to stay behind in samsara. Not deities but believed they are around us as long as a living being has a certain level of wisdom and compassion they could be a bodhisattra. Ex. Dalia lama, believed he has more wisdom and compassion than others 
· Pure land= popular mahagana practice. This Buddha has created a land of bliss and if you have enough faith in this Buddha, you will be transported to this pureland 
· You need to have the wisdom to have compassion
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Wisdom is understood as selfless

· Not all Buddhist religions agree on the same things

Compassionate Killing- what if your killing can benefit others
· Open to interpretation 
· Intention is very important 
· 
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