In-class Assignment #1: Friday September 22 2017 	
Group P: Tyler Cenac, Hafsa Dualeh, Oghogho Eka, Andrea Moran, Julia Nanfara, Rong Shi 												
SUMMARY:
Ethics and Values: With public policy, one cannot avoid ethics. There is no coherent ethical framework since everyone has different beliefs. However, policy making attempts to reach a consensus. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Influences on Policy: Policy is informed by politics.
Leicher’s Framework - Policy making is driven by:
- situational circumstances such as natural disasters & epidemics
- structural change such as the election of a new political leader
Easton’s Framework: Focussed on state institutions, authoritatively allocates social values 
· Does not consider social movements or civil society such as politically engaged citizens
· Ignores the role of media and corporate sector
The Romanow Report: The first report to confirm that medicare is based on Canadian values and it has kept the system sustainable (this has been highly debated, which is why this report was important). This report is the first to consider the social determinants of health, focuses on primary care and preventative mechanisms as essential to health care.
Canadians want and need a more accountable, national, and comprehensive system

DISCUSSION QUESTION #1:
The Health policy Issue: Wait times for Diagnostic imaging/procedures
· Canada is actually notorious for its extremely long wait times for elective surgeries and diagnostic services such as MRI’s, CT’s, mammograms etc.
· Although wait times differ significantly amongst the provinces, failure to provide timely service could be dangerous and waiting for diagnosis or surgical treatment could put patients’ lives at risk. (This also raises the question if access to these services is equal amongst all provinces)
How has this been addressed/influenced by civil society?
-Policy makers have worked to increase supply-side capacity 
-Ex. purchasing more diagnostic equipment, especially for diagnostic imaging, and by increasing the availability of practitioners to complete these procedures 
Influences that have played a role: Debate of privatization
-legal decisions have put pressure on the government and have framed this issue as a privatization vs public health care issue, arguing that because the the public system has been unable to meet the need for diagnostic services and elective surgeries, the private system should be able to do so
However this is highly debatable as policy analysts would argue that
-Increased availability of these services can result in unnecessary diagnostic procedures which could actually increase not decrease wait times
-(Also argue that) Funding may be necessary in other departments and this may result in wasted services/procedures which can be used elsewhere in the system.
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