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Chapter 1: Canada’s Regime Principles

Regime: Form of government and the underlying political principles that provide the legitimate basis for that forms of government. 


Aristotle’s discussion of regime types:

Who Rules		Common Good			Own Interest

1 Ruler 		Kingship				Tyranny
Few Rulers		Aristocracy				Oligarchy
Many Rulers		Polity					Democracy

Cons of Democracy:
-Aristotle argues that democracy was just an attempt for the poor to despoil the rich.
-Democracy can vote for only whites to own property.
-Tyranny of the majority

Canada uses constitutions to protect rights along with its democracy.
2 regime principles Canada uses are Equality and Liberty

Equality:

-Fundamental principle of democracy.
-Grants political power to all citizens. (Equality is only political, not social or economic) 
-Direct Democracy: All citizens were directly involved in political decisions. (How ancient Greeks saw equality)
-Representative Democracy: Elected representatives make political decisions. (Parliamentary democracy is where parliament (or representative body) makes all decisions).

Reasons for representative democracy:
· Modern democracies have too many people.
· Less likely for there to be a mob rule.

Canada’s political equality implies two things:
-We all have the right to run for office.
-Whoever is elected or appointed must be accountable to the people.




Liberty: 

-Idea that there is a sphere of human thought and action that is private. This private sphere is where individuals have the right to make choices for themselves. 
-Liberal Democracy: Combines political principles of liberty and democracy. 
-Political theory of liberalism: we are free to do whatever as long there is not a long prohibiting it. 

2 Thoughts to liberty
-Natural Rights
-Utilitarianism

Natural Rights (human rights):
-Every individual possesses certain rights simply because they are human beings.
-Rights to life, liberty, property, or privacy. 
-Cannot be taken or given up (inalienable)

Utilitarian:
-Utilitarianism: Belief that rights are created within each regime in response to circumstances. 
-Harm Principle of John Stuart Mill: Government cannot interfere with the actions of individuals so long as those individuals are not harming others. 
-ie. Drinking is legal. Drunk driving is not.
-Canada has shifted from utilitarian to natural rights.

Specific Rights:
-Protection of the private sphere: 
 Religion, extra-marital sex

-Respect for minority rights:
 Leaders can’t do anything they want

-Rule of law
 Nobody is above law
 Constitution











Chapter 2: The Constitution

Constitution: set of rules that authoritatively establish both the structure and the fundamental principles of the political regime. 

Constitution lays out 4 major functions:

1. The 3 types of political power:

1. Legislative 
2. Executive
3. Judicial

2. The divisions of powers between national and regional governments in federal countries. 
- Specific jurisdiction is reserved for one level of government (residual power)

3. Delineate the limits of governmental power. 
- They can’t violate citizen’s rights.

4. Provide an orderly way to make changes to it.
- Amendments.

Conventions, laws, and organic statutes. 

Conventions: 
-Political rules
-Followed because of political consequences
-Not written

Laws:
-Court rules
-Go to jail
-Written

Organic Statute:
-Written
-Can be easily changed
-ie. Automobile traffic
- Still laws

John Locke’s theory of governing: 
- Government doesn’t have to be democratic; it just needs to have citizen approval.

Entrench: Write into constitutional law

2 Constitutional laws:

1. CA 1867
-Executive power
-Legislative
-Provincial constitutions
-Federal division of power
-Judicial power

2. CA 1982
-Charter
-Aboriginal Rights
-Equalization and Regional Disparities
-Amending Formula
-Definitions of the Canadian Constitution

1. CA 1867

-Dominion: not independent, but not an individual colony.
-Britain was still in control of Canada
-Constitution similar to Britain’s

2. CA 1982

-Gave each province the right to amend its own internal constitution
-It was passed in all provinces. Quebec refused, but Britain still has supremacy so they had no choice. lol

Amending Formulas
-Secs. 38-40; 42
Parliament + seven provinces with 50% of population
All sections except ones below
No veto

-Sec. 41
Parliament + all parliaments
Changes to executive offices, uses of French/English languages, composition of Supreme Court.

-Sec. 43
Parliament + relevant provinces
Alterations to boundaries of provinces
Use of languages between provinces

-Sec. 44
Province
Executive of the Parliament alone, gov’t of Canada or senate/ HOC
-Sec. 45
Province
Amending constitution of provinces


Judicial Review of Constitution

-Applies the very vague terms in the constitution to real scenarios

Constitutional Politics Since 1982

-Meech Lake Accord
Recognized Quebec as a distinct society and gave all provinces a veto over Sec. 42.
Failed

-Charlottetown Accord
Meech Lake Accord + a bunch of other amendments
Failed



























Responsible Government

-After two, though unsuccessful, rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada, Britain thought that some reform was needed.
-Britain put Lord Durham on the scene, who brought up the idea of a responsible government instead of separation of powers. 

Conventions of Responsible Governments

-Makes executive accountable to the House of Commons. They need their approval on decisions

There are 5 conventions to responsible government 

1. The Crown will only act on the advice of its ministers

2. Crown normally appoints as ministers or advisers only persons who are MPs.

3. Ministers will act as a team led by the prime minister. (Collective responsibility)

4. Crown will appoint and maintain as ministers only people who have the confidence of the HOC. 

5. The House must either resign or request new elections. 

The Cabinet dominates the legislative agenda that the House supervises.
Executive and legislative powers are fused in the cabinet.


Forming a Government

-In Canada, we do not directly elect government. 
-There are 4 conventions to how it is formed.

1. Ultimate responsibility for choosing government must rest in the crown.
-Crown will choose a prime minister

2. Crown must choose a prime minister that will have the House of Commons confidence.

3. Government remains in power until the prime minister resigns on its behalf.

4. Prime minister must resign if his or her government has lost the confidence of the House.

-We vote people into the House of Commons, and if this House has a majority of liberals, a liberal leader will have the confidence of the House. 

Minority and Majority Governments

-Majority: has over half the seats in the House.
-Minority: no party has over half the seats
-Caucus: group of MPs who are members of the majority party

In the case of minority governments
-The Governor General will ask a party (usually with most seats) to form government
-They can stay as cabinet as long as they can maintain the confidence of the House.
-Usually they have to change policies to maintain confidence

Coalition: when multiple parties cooperate, reducing the dominance of one party.

Timing of election:

-Prime minister calls elections around every four years by tradition
-Because the prime minister can lose the confidence of the House at any time, they need to be able to call elections at any time.

Cabinet Appointments:

-Prime minister can choose only people in the House of Commons when forming the cabinet. 

Head of government, and head of state:

-Prime minister is the head of government and the Queen is the head of state.
-This is because we need someone to eliminate the prime minister when he doesn’t have the confidence of the House. 

Party discipline:

-MPs rarely vote against they’re party, even if they don’t agree.
-This is because if they vote against they’re party, they might not get the confidence of the House and this would result in the dissolving of the cabinet.

Responsible Government and Separation of Powers 

Separation of Powers
-Can be inefficient
-ie, the US cant get proper health coverage.


Responsible Government
-More efficient because executive and legislative powers are fused.
-Some say there is less liberty because they have more power.
-Some say that the confidence to the House gives Canada’s system more liberty.
-Easier to tell who to blame.
-Better accountability to voters.







































Chapter 6: The crown and its servants

The Crown:

-Crown is the head of state.
-All executive power must come from the Crown.

The Governor General:

-Sec 10 of CA 1867 says that we shall have a permanent representative.
-This representative is the governor general.
-The Queen appoints the Governor General.
-The Governor General was a British representative until 1952.
-Governor Generals can be retired politicians, media celebrities, university presidents, or pretty much anything. 

Governor General Functions:

-He has a lot of powers, but by convention, others use these powers instead.
-Must approve any bill that is passed by Parliament.
-Governor General has advisers (prime minister + cabinet). The GG only acts on their advice. 
-Governor meets with prime minister to check up, however, in reality, it’s the GG who is being advised by the PM. 
-GG is the head of our armed forces.


The Governor General has 3 reserve powers to keep the Parliament in check:

1. Power to appoint the prime minister
-Decides this by asking, “who will get the House’s confidence?”
-However, it is usually obvious because the PM is usually the leader of the party in power.

2. Power to dismiss a prime minister.
-In some cases, the GG ignores the PM.
-He can dismiss a PM and get a new one.

3. Power to dissolve Parliament.
-Can dissolve a Parliament that doesn’t have the House’s confidence.






The Cabinet:

-Executive power.
-Legislative power.
-Sec 11 of CA 1867: The Queen’s Privy Council of Canada.
	Gives the right to advise the GG. 
-GG asked the PM who to appoint to be in the Privy Council.
-Members of the Privy Council are members for life.
- Members of cabinet are known as ministers
-The members of the Privy Council who can advise the GG under convention are the members who are elected under the current PM.
-Collective Responsibility: cabinet must work as a team.
-A minister that doesn’t agree with a cabinet’s decision must resign.

The Cabinet Committee System:

-System that explains how they attending meetings and what they do in meetings.
-Divided work and assigned smaller groups. (Cabinet Committees)
-Then goes into a “super-committee” called the Priorities and Planning Committee.

The Prime Minister:

-All its power is in convention.
-Decides when to postpone or continue discussion; paper over disagreement or argue.

People who help the prime minister:
-Members of the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
	Gives political advice and does his emails and mail. lol
-Privy Council Office:
	Organizes the cabinets collective work and gives advice.
-Deputy prime minister:
	Second in command to the prime minister.

The Civil Service:

-Civil Servants are non-partisan professionals.
-They carry out executive tasks.

-Divided into 2 branches:

1. Line Departments
-Transportations, Health, or Foreign Affairs. 
-Services to the public

2.  Central agencies \/
-Public Service Commission, or the Treasury Board. 

Ministerial Responsibility: 
-Principle that achieves accountability.
-Minister at the head of each department needs the confidence of the House of Commons.
-If the minister shows substantial incompetence, then by convention, he must resign.
-ie. 1985, John Fraser approved the sale of bad tuna.

Minister --→ answerable to the House of Commons
      ^
Deputy Minister →knows more about what’s going on than the minister
      ^
Assistant Deputy Ministers
      ^
Civil Servants
(Various Ranks)




























Chapter 7: Parliament

-Under Sec. 17 CA 1867, Canada shall have a Parliament consisting of a House of Commons, a Senate, and the Queen. 
-The Queen appoints senate.
-The people elect the House of Commons. (only democratic institution)
	Therefore, by convention, it is the House that exercises Parliamentary powers.

The Role of Parliament:

-Primary role is to make cabinet accountable to the public.                                                    

The Parliamentary Calendar:

-Session: Basic work unit. If work begun in one session that ends. The next session has to start from scratch.
-The GG, on the advice of the PM, decides when a session begins and ends. 
-Prorogation: End of session.
-Sessions run until the PM is satisfied with his parliament. (Typically a year)
-Throne Speech: Begins session. 

The House of Commons:

-Currently consists of 308 MPs. 
-Each MP has been elected to represent one territorially based constituency known as a riding. 
-The number of seats a province has will be roughly equal to its population.
-Some provinces (like PEI) are overrepresented as well as the three territories.
-The conservative party in 2011 made the Fair Representation Act, and will increase the seats to 338 in the 2015 election.
-“Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition”: The largest of the opposition parties. 

The Business of the House:

1-Most important role of the House is the adoption of bills. (Legislative proposals)
-Any MP can introduce a private member’s bill, but they are rarely adopted.
-Government bills are legislative proposals, usually developed by a combination of civil service, minister, and cabinet. Normally have cabinet approval before they are brought to the House. 

-A bill needs 3 readings in the House of Commons, then 3 readings in the Senate.
-It then goes through the GG to get royal assent, where it is made into a binding law or statute. 


2-Adoption of resolutions.
-To create and allow public debate on issues.

3-Scrutiny of public expenditures.
-Looks at future expenses and then the actual spending.

4-Provisions of information.
-In order to keep confidence, it needs the information of the cabinet.

Rules of procedure of the House

-Standing Orders: Rules that parliament has to follow.
-20 min speeches 
-Can speak once on a given motion.
-Government can call a closure to end debate.

The Backbencher:

-Guys whom vote when the PM tells them to.
-Pretty much no influence.
-BUT have 3 major opportunities to be heard:

1. Weekly caucus meeting:
-They can talk freely, and PM lets them know what’s up.

2. House of Commons committees:
-Examine bills, 
-Work in own jurisdiction

3. Private Member’s Bill:
-However, rarely adopted. But still puts ideas out.

Paul Martin’s change to the “democratic deficit”:
-“Three-line votes”: Votes of non-confidence
-“Two-line votes”: Nothing to do with confidence. All cabinet ministers and parliamentary secretaries whose ministers have a stake in the matter are expected to support the government’s position; all other government members are free to vote how they wish.
-“One-line votes”: Nothing to do with confidence. Government takes no official position, and all members can vote how they wish.


3 line: Non- confidence
2 line: Select members have to follow government’s position.
1 line: No government position, vote how you want.


The Senate:

-“Sober second thought”
-They are elected by the GG (meaning the PM elects them)
-Have a lot of powers that they don’t use. 
-Convention doesn’t let the Senate appose a bill, but they make recommendations.
-When the Senate apposed the GST legislation, the government changed some senators to get it passed.

Senate Reform:
-Stephan Harper’s Senate Reform Act:
-PM would have to look at recommendations made by elections.

































Chapter 8: The Judiciary:

Role of Judiciary:

-Originally seen as less important than legislative and executive powers.
-Judiciary now has 4 important roles:

1. Adjudicating legal disputes between private parties.
-Private law is between two or more private parties.
-Private law in Canada is practiced as “common law” which is judge-made law.
-Cases are decided by precedents (previous case results)
-Quebec has statutes adopted law by legislative body.

2. Adjudicating cases in public law.
-Public law is private parties and the government.
-2 areas are criminal law and administrative law.
-Criminal:
	Judges decide on sentence of breaking the Criminal Code of Canada.
-Administrative: 
	Any regulatory legislation that does not involve criminal sanctions. Because there are so many administrative law decisions to be made, a good deal (but not all) is dealt with administrative tribunals (ie. Workers’ Compensation Board). 

3. Judicial commissions of inquiry.
-Judges are asked to lead investigations on royal commissions.
-ie. “sponsorship scandal”, illegal RCMP activity, Canada’s Medicare, etc.

4. Judicial review of constitution.
-When a case shows flaws in the law by not being constitutional, judges can move essentially change the law. 

3 tasks of the Canadian Judiciary:
-Impartiality, independence, and equality before the law.

1.Impartiality:
-Innocent until proven guilty
-Right to appeal to a higher court. (As long as it’s appropriate)
-Judges only act as a ref in court, don’t look for evidence.
-Political neutrality: Judges must keep silent about political matters.

2. Judicial independence:
-Must be independent to the executive branch.
3 conditions to independence:
1. Executive cant fire judges on rulings he/she makes.
2. A judge’s salary must be fixed by law.
3. Judge’s must have control over aspects of administration (ie. Scheduling cases)
3. Equality before the law:
-Nobody is above the law.
-Poor people can get lawyers from the Provincial government.

Canada’s court:
-Hierarchy

Supreme Court					 	Supreme Court
^								^
Federal Court	of Canada 				             Provincial Superior Courts
									^
Provincial Courts



-Federal government appoints judges in superior courts. 
-Superior courts handle most criminal cases. 
-Federal courts handle cases on federal law (ie. Maritime laws, patent laws)

The Supreme Court of Canada:

-9 appointed judges by PM from different areas in Canada.

Politics of judicial appointments:

-The Judicial Advisory Committees choose whether people are qualified or not. Then our executives choose them.
-A new Supreme Court justice is now interviewed on tv.

The “Court Party” Thesis:

-The judiciary is the only institution that can tell how much power it will have because they can change laws for being unconstitutional, or not do anything.













CH 4: Federalism + P. 229- 234:

Unitary: all sovereign authority resides in one government.

Federal: government is divided into two levels.


Canada has 3 levels:
Federal, provincial, and municipal. However, the provincial level can control the municipal government.

Why Federal?
-Canada was ready to adopt a unitary government, but there were problems.
-Maritime provinces and Quebec already had established governments and they didn’t want to give that up.
-Quebec also would be a minority

2 reasons people apposed federalism:
1. It seemed the U.S’s system failed
2. Couldn’t afford 1 government, how could they afford 2?

Original design of the Federal Union:

-Anything not specifically reserved for the provinces was to be the part of federal power.
-Federal government had the power to stop royal assent from provinces.
-Not true federalism

Development of the Federal Union:

-Became less and more centralized dependent on what the public wanted.
-4 main periods:

1. Quasi-federalism (1867-96):
-John A. Macdonald (conservative).
-National was stronger than provincial.
-Provincial legislation was frequently disallowed.

2. Classical federalism (1896-1914):
-Wilfred Laurier (liberal).
-More equal between national and provincial.
-Each level of government was sovereign in the jurisdiction assigned to it.

3. Emergency federalism (1914-60):
-Power swung back to the federal government.
-2 world wars required strong and decisive leadership that could only be given on a national level.
-Depression had bankrupt most provinces. Ottawa could afford the costs.

4. Cooperative federalism (1960-now):
-Economies steadily grew.
-As people demanded more governmental services, provincial jurisdiction grew.
-Provincial and federal governments had to bargain and coordinate their actions.

Fiscal federalism:

-How the provincial and federal governments finance Canada.
-3 branches:

1. Taxation:
-Federal government can raise money by any mode of taxation.
-Provincial can only have direct taxation over the province.
-Direct tax: paid directly from taxpayer.
-Indirect tax: from merchants (who includes tax in price) who get charged taxes like HST.
-Federal and provincial governments now have sales tax.

2. Federal spending power:
-Federal government has the financial resources to aid provinces.
-Allows them to have political power in provinces.
-Federal government will give money for heath care, transportation, or education, but they will tell the provinces how to spend it (conditional grant).

3. Equalization payments:
-Federal government is responsible in supplying money to provinces that fall below the national average economically.
-Equalization payments: Federal government gives money differently depending on the rich and poor provinces.
-Fiscal capacity: Amount a government can make through taxation.
-A government below the average fiscal capacity will get money from Ottawa to bring them to 97 per cent of the national average. 
-The province can spend this on anything.

Challenge of Federalism:

-Federalism doesn’t work well with responsible government.
-The House of Commons: divided by population because it is based on equality of all Canadians.
-Senate: divided equally because it is based on equality of all provinces.
-Responsible makes it close to impossible for these two to be equal.
-The House of Commons is the chamber where executives are drawn and where the executives must be responsible. The Senate cannot share this power.
-Therefore the House of Commons (the only important chamber) have two provinces that make up 60% of its seats.
-This leads people to think that their province has no influence.

Pressure to decentralize:

-Con: If they decentralize, poor provinces would have to take care of health care, education, etc, and therefore have worse health and education than other provinces.
-Pro (not really a pro): Quebec thinks that Ottawa is invading in their jurisdiction.

-Combining centralized and decentralized:
	-Asymmetrical federalism: different provinces would have different powers.
	-Quebec would have take care of more affairs.
 
2 Reasons why we have become more decentralized: 
1. Almost separation of Quebec:
-No new shared cost program without approval of 7 provinces.
2. Federal debt. 


Powers of the parliament:

Powers of the parliament:
Sec 91. CA: Queen, Senate, and House of Commons must make laws for the peace, order, and good government of Canada.

Powers of the provincial legislature:
Sec 92. CA

Non-renewable natural resources:
Sec 92A. CA

Education
Sec 93. CA

Uniformity of Laws in Ontario, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick:
Sec 94. CA

Old Age Pension
Sec 94A. CA

Agriculture and Immigration:
Sec 95A. CA

CH 5: Charter + P. 245- 253:

What is the Charter?

-With the adoption of the CA 1982, Canada acquired a constitutionally entrenched charter of rights. 
-Purpose is to prevent democratic majorities from using political power to violate rights. 

Remedies:

-If a law is in violation of the Charter, what are the remedies?
-Usually employ a Sec 52 remedy. This means that nobody can use that law anymore.
-Legislature must then legislate a new law.
-Reading in: when the court reads a law the way they think it should be read, and the law is changed. They do this so they don’t have to wait for a new law to be made.

Adoption of the Charter:

-The CA 1982 was mostly the protection for rights that were already well established.
-Some provinces didn’t follow rights before the Charter was adopted.
-The Diefenbaker government adopted the Canadian Bill of Rights that recognized a number of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
-The problem with this bill was that it was an organic statute.
-This meant that it didn’t apply to provincial legislatures, and it was easy to appeal to a higher law.
-Trudeau sponsored the Charter. 

Opposition to the Charter (opinion):

-Final say should be in the democratically elected party.
-Judiciary has more political power.

Sec 33. Notwithstanding clause:
-Makes legislation immune to judicial review.
-Stupid

Sec 1:
-Says that we are guaranteed rights as long as they are reasonable.
-Some laws conflict (ie. Freedom of speech, and using someone’s name in a bad way).
-Oaks test: way to test reasonable limits.


Political impact of the charter:
-Courts are more powerful.




 



	




































CH 9: Elections:


-Three main concepts in representation.

1. Delegates: elected representatives.
-Transmit the views of the people who elect them

2. Trustees: elected representatives.
-Takes peoples views, then makes own opinion. 

3. Party member: elected representatives.
-Support view of the party.

Democratic mandate:
When a party is called to form a government, it is a democratic mandate that it follows the policies of that party.

Floor-crossing: switching parties in the House of Commons

Microcosm theory of representations: legislative bodies are fully represented only if the assembly is a microcosm of society as a whole. 
Ie. If the countries diverse, the cabinet must be diverse.

Canada’s Electoral System:

-3 Factors

1. Electoral districts
2. Optimum number of representatives for the legislative body. How many elected per district
3. Voting structure

Single-member plurality (ridings):
-Country is divided into a number of electoral districts.
First-past-the-post: 
-Don’t need majority, just need to finish ahead.

Effects of single-member plurality:
-Creates the majority government
-Favors small regional parties, and works against less popular national parties.
-Rewards seats with more seats than it deserves.



Proportional Representation:
-Different form of electoral system.
-Party list system:
	-In most liberal democracies.
	-Vote on party, not candidates.
	
Advantages:
-More fair
	-Because parties make a list of members, they all have adequate representation.
	-Regional strengths and weaknesses magnified.

Disadvantages: 
	-Political instability.
	-Less majority.
	-Crappy parties might get seats.
	-Local ridings wouldn’t have an MP of their own.
	
Mix Member Proportional:

- Some would be elected on a party line (1/4-1/2) and the rest would be elected using SMP. 
-Voters would vote twice.

Single Transferable Vote:

-Voters rank candidates in order of preference.
-If first place has no majority, second place votes are counted.

Voting in Canada:

-No government shall last more than 5 years, but it is known that the PM should call a new election every 4 years. 
-The PM tells the GG to call elections. 
-Harper passed legislation for a fixed election date.

-General election: Nationwide elections
-By-election: Election to fill 1 seat because of death or resignation.

-Chief Electoral Officer (cant vote): appoints Returning Officer (can vote if tie): for the 308 electoral districts.

-Electoral districts are divided into polls.  

-To put name on ballot, candidate must present the returning officer with papers signed by 100 voters and 1000$ which is given to all those who gain 10% or more of the vote. 

-Limits are placed on amount allowed for election spending.
-Subsidies for candidates with over 15%.
-3rd party advertising is a problem. Laws are made to limit.

Elections are usually held on Monday. 





































CH 10: Political Parties:

-Publicly organized groups of people who are motivated by some common set of political ideas and whose goal is to get their members to office. 
-Political parties are not illegal, nor are they required. They are just useful.

5 functions of political parties:

1. Recruitment:
-Gets more people involved in politics/voting.

2. Fundraising:
-For elections.
-If they didn’t, taxpayers would need to pay.

3. Interest aggregation:
-Identify, represent, and balance interests of Canadians.
-Without parties, MPs would vote on interests of their own constituencies. Ontario and Quebec would make all the rules. 

4. Education:
-Parties educate people on politics. 

Parties and Ideologies:

-In Canada, conservative is used to mean conserve classic liberalism.
-Progressive is used to mean socialist. Equality of opportunity and condition. Regulations.

Major Parties:

1. Conservatives:
-John A. Macdonald.
-Absorbed the Progressive party becoming the progressive conservatives.
-After a war with the Reform Party, they joined to be the new Conservative Party to beat the Liberals.
-Current Conservatives: -Lower taxes, less government control, more decentralized, global free trade, stronger free-market economy. 

2. Liberals:
-Adopted as the opposition to the conservatives.
-Supports French-Canadians.
-Strong national government.
-Free global trade, free economy, advocates welfare states, more critical than US (ie approve same sex marriage, want gun control).

3.NDP
-Only important democratic socialists. 
-Originated as protest of the CCF.
-Used to represent the working class.
-Combined the CCF and CLC in 1961. 
-Gave progressive ideas to liberals as a minority.

4. Bloc Quebecois:
-Dedicated to achieving independence of Quebec.
-Disappearing

5. The Green Party:
-1983
-Ecological wisdom, social justice, participatory democracy, non-violence, sustainability, and diversity. 
-Boned.

The Canadian Party System:
-Parties in Canada can be divided into 4 groups

1. Brokerage parties:
-Large, pragmatic, middle-of-the-road ideology, appeal to everyone.
-Liberals, conservatives.

2. Ideological parties:
-Marxist-Leninists, Christian Heritage parties.
-Ideological views.

3. Single-issue parties:
-Promoting a point of view. 
-Radical Marijuana party.

4. Protest parties:
-The reform party, Bloc Quebecois.


 The organization of political parties:

-A party consists of two parts:
1. Parliamentary wing
-Parliamentary leader
-Caucus
2. Extra-Parliamentary wing
-Party president
-National executive 
-Constituency association.
The parliamentary wing consists of the party’s elected members in Parliament, which usually includes the leader and members of the party caucus. This wing is responsible for party activities in the legislative and executive branches of government, such as voting on legislation, participating in parliamentary committees, and selecting government officials. The extra-parliamentary wing, by contrast, is responsible for internal party business, such as leadership selection and review, election campaigning, policymaking and finances. This includes party activists, ordinary and executive members, and the party’s internal bureaucracy and staff.


Financing Parties:

-In early years, donations were important but caused a lot of bribing.
-Chrétien made reforms to limit donations to federal parties.
-Harper banned corporate and union donations.
-No more than 5000$ can be donated by an individual annually.
-These reforms help parties that are punished by the SMP.




























CH 11: Interest Groups, Public Opinions, and Democratic Citizenship:


Form of Political Participations:

-Running for office
-Party participation
-Interest groups

Interest Groups:
-Association of people sharing a common interest.
Difference to parties
-Interests that group them are much narrower.
-Seeks to influence government, not make it.

Lobbying:
-Influence government officials.
-Gun control in Chrétien’s government.

Problems with interest groups:
-Makes parties look like a competition for private interest.
-Makes everyone look to government for the solution to our problems.
-Dominate political agenda.

How do we deal with this?

-Keep power within reasonable limits.
-All lobbyist have to register with a Registrar of Lobbyists and provide a detailed report.
-Encourage growth of multiple interests so no single interest might be too powerful.

Woman in Politics:

-Men own politics!
-Kinda going up though.
-24% of MPs are woman.
-Woman interest groups helps increase woman in politics.
-National Action Committee on the Status of Woman (NAC): Big womans interest group.

Public Opinion:
1. Must ask: who, what
2. Assess political importance.
3. Assess intensity to which people hold these opinions.


The Media:
-



Public Opinions:
-Public opinion polls are important to see opinion
-Public opinion polls also can cause conformism because people just agree to things that have a majority.
-We start to believe something is good because a majority believes it.
Pre election polls problems:
1. We want to see who will win rather than who should win.
2. Bandwagon effect.

Civic Education and Democratic Citizenship:
-59% of registered voters voted in 2008 (declining)
-Social capital: Democratic process is only important in places with a strong connectedness and responsibility between citizens. (social clubs)
-Clubs like sporting clubs and stuff have declined.

Education:
-










