PASSAGE ANALYSIS: PASSAGE 2: DOES SPORTS BUILDS CHARACTER?

STEP 1: ANNOTATION

[Par. 1] It’s often claimed that sports build character. We encourage children to participate in sports [because] it teaches them important life lessons. Yet evidence from contemporary sports shows the lie in this. They may teach us about life in some ways, but they do not necessarily teach the lessons we want our children to learn. [So], sports does not build character.

[bookmark: _GoBack][Par. 2] Professional athletes, the role models of many children and adolescents (and many adults), have far from exemplary characters. [In fact], away from the playing field, they exemplify some of the worst elements of our society. They engage in sexual assault, fraud, illegal gambling, sexism, materialism, barroom (a room or establishment whose main feature is a bar for the sale of liquor) violence, drunk driving, and illegal drug use. This is not what we want our children to emulate (match or surpass (a person or achievement), typically by imitation). Professional athletes are not role models.

[Par. 3] Some would say that we need to separate the players’ personal lives from their professional or on-field activities. [First], that is an artificial distinction. The idea of being a role model does not come with boundaries. A role model exemplifies characteristics we find admirable. [The fact] that someone performs admirably on the playing field just shows technical proficiency. What makes that person a role model is what he or she does with the whole of life. Babe Ruth was a great baseball player. He could be considered a good role model only if we don’t know about his womanizing, drinking, and other off-field activities. If we deem him a role model to be emulated despite knowing of these serious shortcomings, then we are treating those behaviors as desirable.


SUMMARY


1. They (sports) may teach us about life in some ways, but they do not necessarily teach the lessons we want our children to learn. So, sports does not build character.

2. Professional athletes are not role models.

3. Some would say that we need to separate the players’ personal lives from their professional or on-field activities

LEGEND:
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STEP 2: PORTRAY THE BASIC ARGUMENT AND CONCEPTUALSTRUCTURE IN THE PASSAGE

Main Conclusion:

Sports does not build character

Argument Diagram: 

P1: They may teach us about life in some ways, but they do not necessarily teach the lessons we want our children to learn

P2: Professional athletes, the role models of many children and adolescents (and many adults), have far from exemplary characters

P3: Professional athletes are not role models
[HP: Even though professional athletes demonstrate technical proficiency on the playing field, they display undesirable behavior in their personal life]

P4: Some would say that we need to separate the players’ personal lives from their professional or on-field activities

P5: He [Babe Ruth] could be considered a good role model only if we don’t know about his womanizing

P6: He [Babe Ruth] could be considered a good role model only if we don’t know about his drinking

P7: He [Babe Ruth] could be considered a good role model only if we don’t know about his other off-field activities.

P8: If we deem him [Babe Ruth] a role model to be emulated despite knowing of these serious shortcomings, then we are treating those behaviors as desirable

C: Sports does not build character. 


Two Main Concepts

· Role Models
· Sports 
	Ideal Character 
	Sports

	· Exemplary 
· Admirable
· Good role model
· Desirable (behavior)
· Emulated
· Values
· Teach important life lessons
· What he or she does with the whole of life
	· Contemporary sports
· Does not build character
· Sports cannot build role models 
· Athletes have far from exemplary characteristics
· Exemplify some of the worst elements of society
· Technical proficiency 
· On field activities 
· Does not teach life lessons we want children to learn



Main Conceptual Question

· Does being a professional athlete make you a role model?
· Can sports really build an ideal character? 

STEP 3: CONCEPTS 

(1) Are these concepts clearly defined?

Ideal Character:
· Concept clearly defined
· Not vague since concept was defined in terms of role models, exemplary characteristics, ability to teach life lessons, values, etc. 
· Ideal character is defined of the common cultural understanding of the expectation of what is considered “ideal”
Sports:
· Concept clearly defined
· Not vague since concept was defined in terms of professional athletes, technical proficiency, and on-field activities
· Examples are given such as Babe Ruth, who is a popular baseball player
 

(2) Are they used in a sense that is too narrow or too wide?

Ideal Character:
· Not too narrow and not too broad
· This passage describes an ideal character by using characteristics such as admirable, exemplary, good role model, desirable, etc. 
· The concept of an ideal character was portrayed in all terms, not just physical or personality. 
· The author made the concept easy to understand for whoever is reading this passage. 
Sports:
· Too narrow
· Concept of sports had main emphasis on contemporary sports and professional athletes
· There was no discussion on non-contemporary sports and novice/intermediate athletes, such as from high school sports leagues
· The author only discussed the location of sports as “field” whereas sports can also be played on ice rinks, in a swimming pool, etc. 
· The main focus was on the negative aspects of sports, such as when athletes engage in inappropriate acts. There was no focus on the beneficial/positive aspects, such as playing sports is healthy for the human body. 

(3) Are they used consistently or do they shift in meaning?

Ideal Character:
· Definition is used consistently 
· Does not shift in meaning
· Throughout article, it is defined in terms of good characteristics and being a good role model
· Terms are used such as admirable and exemplary
Sports:
· Definition is not used consistently and shifts in meaning
· The definition shifts between the physical aspect of sports to sports playing a role as being a mentor to children
· The author specifies that sports does not build character which implies that sports are meant to teach children and help them grow, whereas the main component of sports is the physical exertion and exercising


(4) Can their weaknesses be strengthened?

Ideal Character:
· Weakness: Author explains the concept of an ideal character very well however the author fails in indicating the exact relationship between a professional athlete and ideal character. The author does not indicate what characteristics in an athlete would make them ideal and a good role model, he/she instead indicates general characteristics that can make any person ideal. 
· Strengthen: Author should make it clear what characteristics a professional athlete should possess in order to make them a good role model. A list of characteristics could be added. 
Sports:
· Weakness: Author only discusses in terms of professional athletes and contemporary sports, and emphasizing only the negative aspects.
· Strengthen: Author can talk about other types of athletes ranging from novice to professional and discuss different types of sports that would not be considered contemporary. The author could also list the positive/beneficial aspects of sports.

STEP 3: ARGUMENT 

Violates Relevancy Criteria 

P3: Professional athletes are not role models
[HP: Even though professional athletes demonstrate technical proficiency on the playing field, they display undesirable behavior in their personal life]

· P3 and its hidden premise violate the relevancy criteria 
· This premise makes no difference or has no connection to the truth or falsity of the conclusion
· An athlete’s personal life is not relevant to the idea of sports being able to build character or not
· Just because a professional athlete may have done something bad in their personal life, this does not mean that sport does not build character
· Regardless of a professional athlete’s personal life being bad, this should not take away or undermine their credentials or the fact that they excel in physical skills


Neutralize a Fallacy

Step 1:

P3: Professional athletes are not role models
[HP: Even though professional athletes demonstrate technical proficiency on the playing field, they display undesirable behavior in their personal life]

Step 2:

Ad hominem- poisoning the well 

Step 3:

Attempting to put an opponent in such a position that anything he or she says is dismissed prior to the opponent being heard.

Step 4:

The fact that the author is saying that professional athletes display undesirable behaviour in their personal life is an attempt at having all professional athletes be viewed negatively prior to any sort of interaction. This puts the opponent in a position such that anything they say will be dismissed before they even have an opportunity to explain themselves. 

Step 5:
· Violates the relevancy criterion of a good argument
· An argument violates the relevancy criterion for a good argument when it provides reasons that do not affect the truth or falsity of the conclusion.
· This argument violates the relevancy criterion because it attempts to discredit a claim or person based on irrelevant criteria. Rather than examining the claims and arguments, the arguer either attacks the person’s character directly or tries to discredit the person in front of an audience.
· In this argument, the arguer clearly tries to discredit professional athletes by saying they display undesirable behavior in their personal life. However, this claim is irrelevant as what goes on in an athlete’s personal life should not undermine their credentials. 
· This argument shifts attention away from what is at issue, which is whether sport can truly build character. Instead the arguer brings up the irrelevant point of the professional athlete’s personal lives 
· Poisoning the well is a fallacy as the arguer attempts to depict all professional athletes as negative and thus puts the opponent in a position in which anything they say will be dismissed. 
· Even though professional athletes may show undesirable behaviours in their personal life, these circumstances do not change the fact that professional athletes still excel greatly at their job on the field, which is the main reason children look up to them as role models.
· This argument constitutes a personal attack on all professional athletes and is fallacious
· This argument violates the Respect Principle of Argumentation by attacking professional athletes personally instead of examining how they could be depicted as role models and help build character. The argument disrespects professional athletes because it fails to separate the professional athletes from their positions of whether sports can build character. 


Can some of the arguments be made stronger?

In the first paragraph, the author states that sports teach life lessons however contemporary sports do not necessarily teach the life lessons we want children to learn. This argument can be reinforced if the arguer was to supply an explanation as to what they consider these “life lessons” are that children should be learning. There is no indication as to what is considered a “life lesson” in this passage.

In paragraph two, the author states that professional athletes engage in sexual assault, fraud, illegal gambling, sexism, materialism, barroom violence, drunk driving, and illegal drug use. The way the author is portraying this argument makes it seem as if he/she is saying that all professional athletes partake in these indecent acts. The author does use the example of Babe Ruth, but that is only one athlete out of the hundreds of athletes there are in the world. In order to make this argument stronger, the author should give evidence in the form of a statistic of how many professional athletes have actually committed these acts. This would help readers interpret how many athletes are truly corrupted and whether this has any relation to helping children build character. 

In paragraph three, the author talks about the idea of being a role model. He/she discusses the concept of being a role models in terms of “admirable” characteristics and what he or she does with the whole of life. What are these admirable characteristics? What is meant by the “whole of life”? The author should include a list of characteristics that they consider admirable in order to help readers understand what makes a true role model. Also, the author should explain what they mean by the “whole of life” and its relation to being a role model. 

