World Together, World Apart

Chingghis Khan
· Takes them 4 years to get from Inner Mongolia to the main city in 1250

Kublai Khan
· Son of Chingghis
· Defeats the Southern Song Dynasty in 1279, first time that a foreign people had the right to rule China
· Founded the Yuan Dynasty
· Means Origin of the Universe
· Commits to Sinicization (committing himself to become like a Chinese ruler)
· Integration to the local culture
· Split China between North and South 
· Southern Chinese considered least trustworthy
· Foreigners welcomed and not rejecting them
· Arabs, Jews, Marco Polos 
· Trade roads and ship routes
· Most known was the Silk Road
· Kublai used Chinese in the government
· Used them as lower level officials
· Mongols kept their identity though
· Their women didn’t bind their feet
· Kublai established himself as a warrior and an intellectual
· Court known to be a bit of a party
· Not very formal but rather lively
· Buddhism and Daoism survived well through the Yuan Dynasty
· Liked to keep literate and debaters around
· Not looking to push harsh punishments
· Controlling people through good governance
· After 1279, his reign started to decline
· Made 2 attacks on Japan that did not go well
· Wanted to be seen as a world conquerer rather than a Chinese bureaucrat
· 1274, sends 25k men across the sea (Mongols are not sea-faring people)
· Defeated by a typhoon
· 1281, send 140k men, recruits Korean troops to send
· More bad weather rekt them, the winds were called the Kamizake (divine wind)
· Japanese saw this evidence as Gods protecting them
· Makes an attempt to get South East Asian
· Dies 1294, Mongol rule starts to waver
· 1308 -1333, incredible amount of instability between Mongol rule
· Mongols no longer hold power and is pushed out by the Han people
· Mainly because of peasant unrest
· Over-taxation
· Excess demand for free labour
· Unsuccessful military campaigns
· General insecurity
· Chinese resented a foreign dynasty
· All because of a weak Mongol rule
· End of the Yuan

First Globalization?
· Some people believe rise of capitalism is the first time there was a world system
· She argues that the Mongols brought along a form of world system
· Pax Mongolica
· Pax – Latin for peace
· The Mongolian Peace
· Before the Mongol rise, old world system was separated empires
· Old world Asia, Europe, Africa 
· Mongols connected the entirety of Asia through the use of the Silk Road/Trade routes
· (Many, many silk roads. Smaller routes connecting to the main route with oasis systems through out)
· When you have one empire ruling all this, less competition between the traders, more security, more safety, less risk
· Gives all the people trading for their local kings access to more goods and commodities, creates more demand, more supply
· Creates a luxury market. Speciality goods from around the world into new markets
· Promotes the growth of cities
· Increased markets happened in the cities, so larger markets need more area, people from rural areas drawn to them
· Oasis system created a relay system in which centers for people to trade and rest were developed, which grew into cities
· Exchanging not just goods but all the technologies and experience that goes with it
· Routes get as far as the Indian Ocean,  Arabian Sea, Persian Gulf
· China bringing in technology for the West and exporting quality goods
· Deposit banking at oasis stations
· Concept of insurance emerging and also fiscal money emerging
· Primarily in Northern Stations because the sand preserves the paper better
· Islamic math and astronomy emerges from Africa
· Chinese technology and paper making go towards Europe
· Pax Mongolica isn’t a forced peace but rather a consequence of being ruled under one empire
· A method of communication

The Ming Dynasty, 1368 – 1644
· Multiethnic and multireligious
· Rulers always looking at ways to expand territory and including people under their rule
· Dynasty that extends itself further than ever through sea voyages
· Almost overnight, snaps back
· Some people see this as China pulling away from a global world
· Others see this look back into the past, and focused on tradition, because the scholars understood that the trade would threaten their power structure
· Founded by Zhu Yuanzhang, AKA Hongwu emperor
· Born to a desperately poor peasant family
· Born as a sickly baby
· Parents offered him to Buddha to spare his life
· When he was 16, his parents and 2 brothers had died to the bubonic plague
· Buddhist monks taught him basic literacy but does not have a formal Confucion education
· 1352, temple attacked by Yuan and is left alone in the world at 24
· Attracted to paramilitary group named the Red Turbans
· He’s physically imposing, tall and big
· Super intelligent and fearless
· Impresses the leaders and is promoted almost immediately
· Givencommand over his own troops
· Marries the commanders daughter and takes the commanders place when killed in battle
· Troops occupy Nanjing
· Important, because traditionally the capital city for Southern Chinese rulers
· When he takes over territory, he treats it as his to govern
· Treats it as the proper rightful administrator 
· Nanjing had been in chaos for 10 years because of the Mongols
· People like the order
· He sees the limitations of the Red Turban as his ambitions grow
· Formally breaks with them in 1366
· Then takes 2 years to eliminate them as opposition by killing the leaders
· Declares the creation of a new dynasty, the Ming (bright/light) at the age of 40
· Reigns for 30 more years
· Strong-will/disciplined/iron fist strategy
· Hongwu means abundantly marshal
· Dedicated to the idea that the Chinese people will never suffer the way his family had under the foreign rule of Mongols
· Likely the most sympathetic of the people
· Concerned about the core more than any other emperor
· His first act was the language/population survey (census)
· Initiates a policy in which lean government was in place
· Refuses to employ a large number of eunuchs and limits the number of concubines
· Becomes obsessed with controlling his people through fear 
· Feels a threat from a lot of officials
· Paranoia
· Starts his first round of execution, 1000 officials were killed for having pre-stamped tax forms
· Only trusted his wife
· 1382, Empress Ma died  and he becomes even more paranoid
· He killed 100k officials
· His grandson took the throne because his oldest son had died
· Emperor’s fourth son was holding the Northern Front and he believed he deserved the throne instead of his nephew
· Construes a plan to “save his nephew” from the corrupt court and takes the throne by force
· The fourth son names himself the Yongle Emperor
· Erases his nephew’s name from the imperial record
· The officials take death instead of giving him recognition
· Forever anxiety about people attacking his legitimacy
· In power for 22 years, consolidates the Ming power
· Tries to model good behaviour so the people will model it back
· Had scholars prepare definitive editions of the Four Great Books
· Wanted them to be standard for use in civil service exams
· To control societies spectrum of thought so everyone could be evaluated better
· Leads 5 campaigns into Mongolia as payback and also to keep an eye on them
· Begins construction of the imperial palace in Beijing

Maritime Trade
· Ming wanted to demonstrate their power through sea voyages
· Yongle wants to project power through influence world wide (see China as a powerhouse) 
· Always felt that China was stronger back then in the traditional times
· Revives the tribute system
· Countries along China’s border recognizes China as a superior power 
· Countries bring gifts and the emperor returns something of greater value
· Sends his most trusted generals to Japan/Manchu/Korea/Vietnam
· Zheng He is the one put in charge of marine related things
· Born to a Muslim family, later captured and castrated, studied military in the court
· Large and imposing and skilled and intelligent
· Spices hella traded lel
· Hauling ships have double hulls by the 2nd century
· Multiple masts by 3rd century
· All a thousand years before Europe
· 8th century, 200 ft long and can carry 500 men
· Massive ships were an imperative for the emperor
· Treasure ships were created, when sent out, many tinier ships were brought along as well
· The first voyage stops in Vietnam/Thailand then Java, Indonesia, Stait of Malacha
· Jong He suppresses a pirate rebellion
· 2nd trip, 68 ships to India
· 3rd trip, they get to Sri Lanka, get into a fight with the locals, Jong He and captures the King
· King is brought back, Yongle scolds him and sends him back to where he’s from
· 4th voyage, Persian gulf, stop in Symmatra? Some fight of something happens and execution of a king happens iunno (projection of power)
· 5th trip, get to the Red Sea, touches Africa, present day Somalia and present day Kenya
· Wasn’t a positive interaction but brought ambassadors back to continue that dialogue
· 6th trip,Jong he ends early but sends his crew on and they get to Mozambique  
· 7th voyage, 1433, Jong he dies at sea on the way back, has an official gravesite in Nanjing
· Natural disasters and famine stuffs happens, lightning hits the forbidden palace (lol get fucked)
· Yellow River floods displace a million people who no longer pay taxes
· Corruption and failure of the elite to pay taxes
· Tax base shrank by half
· Mongols still causing trouble north
· South you got pirates and smugglers
· 1477, Vice president of the ministry of war destroys all the records of Jong He’s voyages and denounced them as wasteful and brought no benefit to the state
· Demonstrates the difference of interpretation between those at home and those who planned the voyages
· 1500s, smaller ships with 2 masts only
· 1525, destroy the entire ocean fleet
· The greatest navy in history (3,500 ships) poofed

Silver
· When China destroyed its navy, it doesn’t stop trade completely
· Still land trade and minor sea trade
· 1500-1800, Mexico and Peru in the new world produces 85% of all the silver on the planet
· In those 300 years, up to 40% of it ends up in China
· Europeans are the conduit of silver
· Paper currency was used for hundreds of years, but because of financial crisis in Yuan and Ming dynasty, inflation occurs through printing more money and loss of value and lack of trust in the currency
· Silver is a lot more stable
