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Ancient Rome





-Consistent with greek religion, then becomes christianized, rise of church, etc


-Legend says hero of troy flees troy and settles in rome, belief than roman culture comes from athens


-Roman culture was very agonistic (culture of honour, rivalry is normal) like athenian culture


-Another founding myth of rome: romulus and remus: brothers who were said to be outlaws (foreigners coming out to settle in rome) 


-Two brothers dispute between which hill will be the center of the town, so romulus kills remus


-Romulus then invites all outlaws, runaways, etc to come to rome


-These people kidnap and abduct woman to be raped who then become the ancestral mothers of the roman people


-Rome named after Romulus


-Power sharing always a problem, lots of bloodshed


-Possible for a human to have so much honor that they become godlike


-Rome starts off with warriors that believed war made them noble, and their goal was to conquer the world


-Roman empire lasted for 10 centuries (1000 years)


-Lots and lots of writings from these people, unlike greece)


-In rome, war was deemed as honorable, as well as good speeches. If you understood the law, destroyed your enemies, eliminate your friends debt, had an educated wife, to imitate your ancestors, to be sophisticated, was all honourable. 


-If you were invited to a vip’s dinner, that was very honourable. If you did not attend or did not even respond, that was dishonourable


-Seating arrangements were based on rank


-Very honourable to get a letter of reference


-Dishonourable to waste your wealth or make a big spectacle of your wealth


-Gossip and insults would ruin your honour


-Dishonourable to not be invited to parties


-Dishonourable to fail to reciprocate honours back


-Honourable to do favours for each other


-Rome aka athens on steroids, chock full of agonism


-Rome started in6th century ce, about 1000 people, within 100 years, it becomes a million people, largest city on earth at this point


-Honourable to get responsibility (eg. Military)


-Positions ranked by honor: soldier=entry level


-Honour results in security for yourself


-Two types of people (honoured and humiliated)


-If you serve rome, you cannot be imprisoned or tortured or killed without trial


-If not you have no security of person, and you can be tortured


-Honoured vs. Humiliated was monitored very carefully by censors (these people decided who was roman and who was not


-As you went up the chain of command, you could be a tribune, you could be an Aedile (maitains infrastructure, food, water supply, aqueducts, etc)


-Top positions had what we call imperium (commanders of armies, enforcers and interpreters of law, had the power of life and death)


-Proprietor collected taxes by threatening life and death (member of imperium)


-The poor could not enter government positions, they could not win elections because they had no honourable status in society


-In this society, there was a lot of conflict, just like in ancient athens


-Main conflict: Rich vs poor (eg Patricians (wealthy landowners that didnt work, had tenants to work the farm, responsible for tax collection, receives rent from tenants) vs the plebians)


-Higher ups want to make it difficult for plebians to climb up the ladder so they created laws just to hinder their ascension such as plebians not being allowed to marry patricians


-When rome entered africa after defeating hannibal, there was a lot of importation of grain from africa which made it difficult for roman farmers to pay their taxes, which made them sell their farms, which caused them to be kicked out of their service, and were no longer classified as romans and they lose political power


-Causes soldiers to go on strike


-To combat this, soldiers would get paid based on the amount of conquests they win


-The gracchus brothers were killed by senators because they made it so you cannot lose your citizenship if you could not pay your taxes (Tiberius and gaius gracchus)


-They wanted to secure the soldiers status and continue the power of the roman army


-The goal was to make new people that you comquer part of the empire


-”Just pay your taxes and join the army and you will part of the greatest civilizations”


-They would abduct the children of wealthy foreigners and raise them up as romans.


-The culture of the newly conquered lands would feed back into mainstream roman culture


-There was the general roman identity made up of different neighbourhoods that coexisted, unlike ancient greece


-Letters of introduction would take place between locality figureheads and the central government in rome


-To be roman meant you had a double identity (one is roman, and one of your own locality)


-Was first the roman republic then becomes the roman empire when julius caesar and augustus come into play.


-Caesar wanted to celebrate a triumph (parade) after conquering Gaul (modern day France)


-Senate blocked caesar from doing this


-Julius Caesar ends up having so much success in battle that he becomes untouchable


-He had massive support from the army


-Shift between power from senate to military leader takes place


-Caesar becomes first military dictator


-The roman people deified Caesar after he died


-Augustus, caesars adoptive son, becomes leader and officially becomes known as the “son of god”


-Around this time, Jesus of Nazareth is born, and it is in the air that the gods doing and humans doing is intertwined


-Augustus said I do not want to be worshipped as a god, he displayed “sophrom”


-The cult of worshipping an emperor as a god started around this time


-Augustus was deified after he died as well


-If you are hated as an emperor, you are “damned” by the people


-Theres only one thing you can give the emperor, and that is deification


-Romans understood themselves as a race of gods


-They had a lot of rituals to see the future, such as killing cattle and reading their entrails to see if there would be a good harvest


-Priests read the entrails


-If they were wrong, the priests would be blamed because it was accepted that the priest must have done something wrong during the ritual and caused misfortune


-300 years later


-The army was the glue that united all these different lands and communities


-Very pluralistic


-Polytheistic society, many gods existed


-Believed that the more gods you honoured within an empire, the more powerful the empire becomes


-Constantine becomes christian all of a sudden


-No one knows why


-About 5% of romans were christian


-After Constantine converted in the 4th century, there were mass conversions all over rome


-He believed in the one god of abraham


-Jesus of Nazareth was jewish, only preached to jews, practiced sabbath, observed all the jewish laws


-Never referred to himself as a god


-First writing of Jesus was by Paul (20ish years after Jesus died)


-Paul never met Jesus, only knew of him from what other people had said


-Jesus preached how to be a better jew, he preached how to properly observe the torah


-He came into conflict with jewish authorities by challenging their interpretations of the jewish faith


-He taught how to live well (how to live with your neighbours, you family, etc)


-Jesus became a god in the eyes of his followers because of deification after his death


-Jesus taught to right your wrongs and live well because god is coming, he was very apocalyptic in his thinking


-He came to jerusalem during passover (when jews celebrate exodus from egypt), jewish people revolted against roman occupation, they wanted their own state (the kingdom of israel). So jesus preaching this message during passover was politically dangerous


-Romans considered him as a political leader calling for revolution


-So they crucified him to silence him


-Paul was a roman jew who converted to christianity and believed in the kingdom of god


-Jesus’ message was not lost, it was preserved in the jewsih community


-Paul took that jewish message and began preaching it all over the roman empire, and tried to talk to whoever would be willing to listen


-He focused on the idea of Jesus’ ressurection


-Very influenced by word of mouth


-He preached every time you became a better person, the old you died and a new better you “ressurected” as Jesus did, but internally


-Easier for Constantine to become Christian than Jewish because Christians were actively preaching in rome


-Christianity became honourable when Constantine converted


-All these wealthy families became christian in this time, as most of them were pagans and they were already used to flexible beliefs


-There was also a lot of repression of christians


-If you held on to your faith and were willing to die for your religion, you were honoured after constantine converted.


-And those that left christianity before constantine were not allowed back into the church


-People started to insist that there was a special way to be christian


-This gave way to the Arian controversy


- Is Jesus divine? 


- Council of Nicea is appointed by Constantine


-Made up of a bunch of bishops to figure out the Arian controversy to figure out Jesus’ divinity


-Constantine still left the pagans and non christians alone


-However, after constantine, it was the non christians that became repressed and paganism was outlawed


-They had some emperors that were good at tolerating diversity, and some that were not


