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                  Essay on Anthropology and Fieldsite Work
  Bronislaw Malinowski is one of the greatest anthropologists among 20th century, and he founded the Ethnography during his study in New Guinea. Malinowski created the study approach by participating local tribe people’s activity, including religion, trade, witchcraft and person relationship to address a complex and in-depth research for ethnography. The book he wrote after his study in Trobriands called “Argonauts of the Western Pacific” brought a new standard of scientific research approach to anthropology, and become the primary source of gaining methods and theory of further study by other anthropologists. However, ethnography studies developed within the improvement of science and the understanding of society, so Malinowski’s perspective of fieldsite study and social distance from a researcher should have from the local people are challenging by recent anthropologists, so this paper is going to illustrate the ideal type of Malinowski’s ethnography study, and the paper will also make comparison with two additional reading which published after Malinowski.
    The traditional anthropology study bases on the material from government and personal reflections, and Malinowski rejected this approach. He found that the journal or academic book of ethnography should be rooted in the group of people that anthropologists study. As the first chapter of Argonauts of the Western Pacific is giving an overall geographic description of his field studies. Malinowski went to a small island called Trobriand and joined the life and activities of local islanders which named as Kula. During the first chapter of his book, he offered his idea of this local study. Before his started the study in this area, and he introduced different parts of the island, and he said New Guinea is a mountain-based place (Malinowski 1922, 27) and he mainly focused the place on the coast instead of the mountain area. To visit a significant place of Kula region, Malinowski chose big shore bay like South coast which he concerned as the representative beach of an island. (Malinowski 1922, 36). The accessibility is important from Malinowski’s study. His field sites study contained the comparison of different part of Kula region, and he observed the difference by the personal appearance of each part of people. He mentioned that the south part natives look more exquisite than western resident, and they have the less savage identity. For example, their skin is light, and short hair. (Malinowski 1922, 36), Malinowski was highly impressed by those group of people. From his understanding of field work, the accessibility is important. The appearance of residents matters as well because it may be a reflection of a cultural root of a group of individuals. Traditional western anthropology gained the knowledge by explorers, and missionaries, so anthropologist studied their subject in the university room. Malinowski rejected this approach, and he came to an island far away from his home. The importance of coming to a field site which is not the anthropologist's place is evident by Malinowski. 
   However, with the development of modern society, anthropology has been growth quickly after Malinowski’s study. Multi-sites of field research is a new approach of ethnography. Ulf Hannerz wrote an essay on discussing multi-site anthropology studies. He refers that his immigration study should include both departure and arrive place, and even Malinowski did a multi-site study by traveling with Kula for trading activities. (Hannerz 2003,202) Hannerz also mentioned globalization in his article. Anthropology is the science of human being, so it needs to follow the trend of society. A study which is focusing on a certain field which is far away from the developed region is not adequate for ethnography anymore. The attention should be drawn to the international world like a corporation all over the world. From Malinowski’s perspective, the anthropologists should speak and act like the group of people which they study, and he spent a lot of time on learning the local language. This is an important park of classic field work, but Hanners said he used English for interviewing people during his subject because he thought that interview is on of his primary source to gain knowledge from the participations. (Hannerz 2003, 211). Field site working is not only to know a group of people, and it is a science of human, so multi sites study offers a chance to gain more knowledge about human to compare each other. From cultural aspects, Malinowski reported the information which he preferred, as the impression of south part of Kula region. Hannerz focused more on the material he obtained from participations. Though Hannerz listed the advantages the multi-site research may take, he still illustrated that multi-site research might be impractical due to a time limit, and he also did not reject classic study entirely. He said that anthropology is a possible art (Hannerz 2003, 213), so the study approach should depend on the real life need. There is not a method fitting with every subject. 
   Malinowski’s study based on a group of people who were seen as savage or mysterious from his society. Before he started his study, the social distance from him to Kula district is significant. They have entirely different social status. Malinowski is a professor from a traditional western world, and Kula community people have to make a trade for survival. People from Kula may be defined as the trading group by the Wealth of Nations written by Adam Smith in 1770s, so there are hundreds of years of gap between them. The racial group between Malinowski and Kula are different obviously. When Malinowski arrived New Guinea, he needed to explore the environment and learn the characteristics, but he removed all the difference among them. Malinowski started to learn the local language for communication and joined the local trading activities, even he watched and learned the magical practice of Kula. Anthropology was a study to treat a primitive tribe as Savage before his trip in Trobriand Island. He tackled the stereotype of the primitive tribe as crucial human being and illustrated Kula’s activities specifically after first three chapters. All of his achievements are gained from interacting with Kula’s activities. Removing the social distance is a key of anthropologist during field work from Malinowski. 
The additional reading from this course written by Joanne Passaro brings different ideas with Malinowski. As the proper field site this paper mentioned before, Passaro’s study focused on home fewer people in New York, and this site is not really far away from anthropologist, and he defined this field as “marginal people” around his society, and Passaro also said that it does not have to be an exploration of a “new world”. (Passaro 1997:153). Passaro did not get dressed or act like homeless people, and he addressed the difference between him and homeless people. Following the people who an anthropologist study on may not apply to all case. For example, Passaro referred that studying with homeless might be better than with lesbian. He concerned the feeling of being “others.” (Passro 1997: 152). The researcher can not do everything that their participations do, for example, dressing like a homeless or acting like the homosexual group. Those actions are not necessary. Social distance should be a part of ethnography’s study, especially for homelessness which is “marginal of society.” If there is a study aims for find the inequality, the social distance needs to be observed by the anthropologist. Passaro wanted to learn the world of post-modern power, so social distance among each is a perfect reflection. However, as Hannerz said, anthropology is an art with possible chances, and there should be no ideal approach for all the studies. The social distance may be reduced by anthropologists’ participation during their study, but the roots of the range need an in-depth study to discover, rather than ignoring it. 
Malinowski is a founder of field site research, and modern anthropologist still follows his step and approach to discovering the world. As the first anthropologist for studying in a certain field, Malinowski offered the different view of traditional tribes and challenged the Western stereotype, but his report contained his romantic view of the tribes which may not be objective. Both of the additional readings writers mentioned this point in their articles. Malinowski changed the anthropology study in the early 20th century, so there should be more anthropologists challenging him. Anthropology is a study of human being, so as human develop quickly, this study needs to renew all the time. This paper does not to criticize a type of study which done by any of the great anthropologists this article has mentioned, but the paper makes the comparison for an understanding of anthropology development.  
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