Ideas and Ideologies- Lecture 1 Notes (04/01/16)

· Political Authority (Political Organization)
· Explain, criticize and improve political arrangements
· Lack academic rigor
· Political theory = social science (aspire to scientific data) + ethics (branch of moral philosophy)
· Political theory is in between these two (makes it quite challenging- trying to explain, describe, ask questions while stating answers)
· John Maynard Keynes (economist)
· We have to approach political theory scientifically
· Allow us to fix terms
· Warns us of future problems (increased security = bigger control of power, for example)
· Gives us models of successful and failed societies of the past
· Politics  Currency is power “absolute power corrupts absolutely” (separation of power because even a good person can become corrupt)
· Political science needs political theory (For example; how is freedom related to equality?)
· Good political theory should be responsive to facts (science)
· Why so many theories? Because humans have values
· Most people are between (in the middle) of monism and relativism
· Monism- reduces all questions of virtues to absolute goodness (Plato/Aristotle), humans want to live a perfect life.
· Relativism- logical conclusion/radical conception/multiple forms of good and we can’t define the best
· You CAN’T add up all the theories to get one right theory (it would lead to more disagreement)
· **Considered Judgement 
· Concepts (allows you to fill in the blanks) vs Conceptions (helps us explain why we have disagreements)
· For example; taxation is slavery or taxation raises people to a level of dignity
· Ideologies belong to a group (has to be supported by a significant political group)
· They are recurring patterns (history/lots of political work)
· May defend status quo/ or not necessarily change anything
· Give us inverted images of reality (camera example)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ideologies are dogmatic 
