SOSC Lecture Oct 6, 2016 

Diamond (continuing from Lecture 4)
Transcendence of a situation – move beyond, overcome something – fulfilment
Existence vs Essence 
Nominalism – the name of something is what it is rather than the word as an abstraction
Music – no objective reference  

Aristotle 3 rules
1. Law of identity (a=a)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Law of non-contradiction (a cannot be .(negative)a)
3. Law of the excluded middle – bravery |-| cowardice 

Plato – the truth has to be without contradiction
· The truth is not the object, it is the idea
· It comes from a Realm of ideas (Idea- Ideal forms)


J.S Mill On Liberty
(LECTURE SLIDE 5.1)
-Mill’s liberalism vs what we call liberal democracy in the present
-His ideas are very scattered; he writes as if he is talking
-It is about understanding the individual and social order
-Utilitarian principle – the greatest good for the greatest number
-Concerned about The tyranny of the majority over the minority in democracy 
- the danger of the majority rule and the protection of the minority (try to protect the minority from the majority)
- the notion of opinion is not something that’s in an individual’s head; he thinks that opinions can only be held in discourse (must be discussed, and other must engage). 
This text is about social liberty. Liberty is about limits. Freedom is about freedom for something.
Civil liberty – (def on slide)
Liberty – society and individual – society can tell you what the limits are but it cannot tell you what to do (liberty – authority)
Democracy means representative government 
· The majority can become a tyranny for the minority 
· The minority represents the rights the majority does not recognize 

Rationality for Mill means that you always think about the consequences. 
The only limit to action is harm to others
Self-regarding act vs other regarding act 
Everything is a self-regarding act 

Self-interest:
1. Egoistic – when you do something for only your own immediate benefit and interest
2. Enlightened – to be aware of the consequences of our actions; my interest and the interest of others are non-conflictual; they are similar; the compatibility of my interests and other’s interests is beneficial to society; “…the interest of humanity as a progressive being.” (Mill)
Liberalism can act as ideology; How does freedom get in the way of us living free?
Opinion is discourse – core of democracy for Mill
If we work in discourse, the truth works itself out; 
Dogma – an opinion that you have in your head; taken as truth without question
A dead dogma does not exist; if it is not in discourse with others it is a dead dogma;  
Freedom of expression is important because 
- a silenced opinion might be some kind of error but it might have a portion of the truth
- even if the opinion is known to be true, the meaning of it can be lost 

The greater the expression of truth – the greater the progress of humanity 

Progress means the gradual realization of truth - humanity grows, understands what it means to be human, learns to live in harmonization; permanent interest in human improvement.
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