Two Questions Concerning Technology- Sergio Sismondo
Vimal Kabilan-214428353
SC NATS 1775
Is Technology Applied Science
· Francis Bacon & Rene Descartes claimed scientific research would produce technology
· New products and processes are founded on new principles and new concepts
· Accounts of artefacts & technologies show that scientific knowledge plays little direct role to state of the art technologies
· Science is applied technology more than technology is applied science 
· Technology is often seen as applied science because technology knowledge is down played 
· “Scientists” invent, and “Inventors” do scientific research
· “Basic research” is scientific research aimed to improve scientific theories for improved understanding or prediction of natural or other phenomena
· Scientific knowledge is a resource engineers and inventors can draw on but is not a drive of technology 
Does Technology Drive History
· Technological determinism- view that material forces, & properties of available technologies determine social events
· Some technologies are considered more compatible with certain political and social arrangements than others
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Technological changes force social adaptations, and consequently constrain the trajectory of history 
· Class structure is determined by the dominate technologies
· Technologies are deskilling
· No technology/ object has only one potential use
· Interpretive flexibility can create quite unexpected results
· Very high numbers of users modify products for their own use, in some cases giving very new meanings to those products 
· No matter how useless a technology might look, there are always situations in which technology can take on more unusual uses of interpretations 
· Technologies have effects that embody social structure 
· History is almost nothing without technology 
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