SOCB42 LECTURE NOTES- SEPTEMBER 5TH, 2013

Midterm format
1. Identification
 5 quotations – say who is the author of quotation (2 marks each) (10 marks in total)
2. Definitions- defining four concepts from either smith or Marx (list of 5 concepts and choose 3). Defining a concept- say what it means in a clear way; help illustrate with an example of some kind; say why the concept is important and why it mattes (10 marks each- 6 definitions so 60)
3. Short Essay (will have multiple options and just do one). Possibilities may include comparative questions (between Marx and Smith) (what are big issues and common themes, how do they approach them differently’ strengths and weaknesses) (30 marks).



Final
10 identification
Definitions- more definitions for post midterm past
Essay- will be something for sure about Tocqueville in a way for cumulative work too


Will cover everything until the end of Lecture 7. 
In class Oct 31st 1-3pm.


LECTURE 1

INTRODUCTION 

Why theory?
1. Intellectual power 
2. Sophistication (see things more deeply and the consequences; the complexity of things)
3. Conceptual of tools 

What is classical sociological theory?

Classic- 1. First rank; the best; most excellent version; something people want to copy or learn from. 
	 2. It lasts 
	 3. Generative 
	 4. Classics are most often “world defining” (define a way of thinking, feeling, etc.) 

Theory- 	1. A Greek word 
		2. Theory means to look at something 
		3. Look at what’s happening from a distance 
		4. Trying to look at it in an objective way 
		5. Theories are abstract vs. empirical 
		6. Theories are general vs. particular 
		7. Theory is often contemplative vs. practical 

Sociology- 	1. Logical comes from the Greek word logos 
		2. Socio comes from Latin for being in company with people; togetherness
		3. Sociology is like the study of “logic of togetherness”
		4. What keeps groups together; Why are we doing that; what are the different types of groups; ways of interacting. 


Commerce
Industry         -----All four of these took off and exploded to what humanity has never seen before 
Democracy 
Science
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ADAM SMITH – author of the book
-Scottish, 1723-1790
- Middle – upper class family
-Uni at 14
-Learned from the Scottish Englightment Movement
-Oxford University, homesickness kicked in
-Went back to Scotland, and at 28 he was a professor of philosophy 
- He gave his lectures in English rather than in Latin, it was a major statement. 
-1759, wrote “Theory of Moral Sentiment”
-Became private tutor for son of the Duke
-As a hobby, he wrote a book about economics that came out in 1776


Agenda of Adam Smith’s book
-What is the title of his book? “An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations”
- What do these words mean?
1. Nature and Causes of the Wealth. What is the nature of wealth? What does it mean to be rich? Smith actually outlined three possible answers: - 1. Having a lot of money (stored treasure)mercantilism 
	        2. Natural resources (soil, climate, etc. )Conquest
	        3.  GNP per capita improves national productivity.
	- Smith answer to what it means to be rich- to be gratified, the country that is the richest is the country that offers it’s peoples the greatest goods in life. That statement gave people thinking the GNP idea. That’s the goal. Wealth primarily depends on how a country organizes the productive process of work . It’s rather a social product; it allows their productive capacities to do that in the most effective possible way. It understands those social conditions of what helps productivity or block productivity. 
-How do you get to be that way (rich)? - The causes of wealth. A theory of how to get rich. What’s the theory? “If you don’t have the oil, go take it”- that theory of wealth implies military conquest of natural resources.  “Sell to another country” – the name of that theory is mercantilism (exporting is very good; importing is very bad). “Improve national productivity”- this theory is implied for the GNP per capita.
- 2 conditions for national productivity are
	1. Universal – if they are applied, national productivity will increase, 
However the way depends on 2. Historical.  
· The universal conditions: 1. Making people work more productive
· Division of labor 
· 2. Increase the workforce (the amount of productive labor in the country)
· The historical conditions:
· 1. The relative weight that a given country gives to that culture (farming) or another culture (manufacturing), and on the other hand (agriculture). Smith believes agriculture is the base. The fact that Europe did not start off with agriculture first, is the reason why they took so long to develop. Specific national historical conditions is the degree in which a country when and how a country will get rich .
· 2. Theories in what the people and country believe in. Guides the decision that they make. Bad theory- will have a harder time getting rich. Correct theory-  better time getting rich. 
-Causes of the Wealth of Nations will be the main topic of the book. First book will be about DOL , second book will be about what conditions put people into work. 
- Paternalism -
- Nations- the government
- Smith emerged the inquiry of “Political Economy”. What kinds of things should the government do to create a richer country; promote development? – book 5, that’s Smith’s topic. 

CAUSES OF WEALTH
DOL
· What is it?
· Specializing their work 
· Smith says on pg 10 -11 
· What are its forms?
· Smith talks about 2 major forms, he’s more informed about the second form
· 1. Separation of employment
· Specializing into different types of occupations (professors, doctors, manufacturers.etc.)
· 2. Separation of tasks
· Doing specialized tasks in different methods of process
· Why increase productivity?
· Smith outlines three major reasons:
· 1. It improves people’s dexterity (the more people are good at it, the better the produce these things); that’s what specializing does. Page 14.  
· 2. Time saving. Page 16. Takes you a while to switch from one task to another, so if you are specialized to one task, you save time.
· 3. Technological innovation.
· 1. Workers 
· 2.machine makers (we call them engineers now) How to create better technology?
· 3. Scientists (Smith calls them philosophers)
· What are its consequences?
· Smith outlines on page 19-end of chapter 3 big consequences:
· 1.surplus value (you’re able to produce a lot more than what you need yourself; you have extra (surplus) ). 
· 2.Increased commerce (if you don’t have commerce, then surplus value is terrible) (trade with other people). 
· 3. Increased connectivity (through commerce, each of us are all the time connected to everyone else). 
· What are its causes?
· Smith outlines on page 22. That the natural propensity(a natural tendency towards) to truck, barter and trade.
· With that tendency we have, we end up creating that division of labor. 
· It is somehow connected to a more basic capacity like reading and talking. That is what gives us the tendency to trade (communicating with each other)
· Generates impersonal markets (I give you this, you give me that)
· Markets with self interest that leads to division of labor/specialization
· Outcome of that creates different societies, talents, activities
· Leads to a society not only specialized and different, but also coordinates talents and activities
· What are its limits?
· Why doesn’t the DOL go to infinity? What prevents that?
· The answer to the question is the title of Chapter 3- The extent of the market 
· How big the market it, how many people there are to buy the products, it’s the market that kicks the DOL into the gear. Why is that?

· SECOND CAUSES OF WEALTH IS: Capital Accumulation
· Increasing the number of people that is engaged in productive work
· What is capital? – Capital is a subset of stock. Stock is basically subset that you have. Capital is the stuff you don’t have to consume but to use to consume more stuff.  How does increasing capital lead to greater wealth? Smith notes that there is:
· A general correlation between the DOL and having more capital. Having more capital increases the DOL. 
· More capital means to more productive labor.
· What is the difference between productive vs unproductive labor. Productive labor is anything that adds value/ tangible outcome that can be traded; unproductive labor does not do this. 
· Who are the main examples of productive workers (manufacturers etc.)
· Who are the main examples of unproductive workers (your servants, military, sovereign, the king, medial laborers, the priests, the generals). THEY ARE LEACHES OFF OF THE WORKDS OF OTHERS.
· Capital generates useful employment 
· Productivity rather than just consuming 
· More replacing capital  more productive 
· What causes all of the capital to happen?
· Smith answers, “people start saving”. 
· Another human propensity. Propensity to better ones condition. 
· You improve yourself by getting rich
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2 major causes of wealth
-Working in a more productive way
-Accumulation, capital available to them to move on 

Commercial Society
The structure of Commercial Society
· The major features of commercial society are:
· 1. Whatever we are doing, we have to be in some sense a merchant(if I cant exchange, then I wouldn’t be able to live)
· What are the social conditions of exchange?
· Money 
· Why does money exist?
· Limits of barter (double contingency of wants) (got to find two people that want the reciprocal things) 
· Definition of money: some commodity that every will take (something everyone will accept) (all this trading becomes so much easier)
· Money is an abstract theoretical concept. Whatever we count in that way is money. Anything can be money, but not everything can be used as money.
· What qualities make something good for money?
· Its better it lasts
· Its divisible (metals like gold that were used in the past, money is infinitely divisible)




· The difference between use value and exchange value
· Use value is the value that things have when you actually use them (friendship with the cow)
· Exchange value is being able to trade with the value that you have 
· Use value and exchange value can differ. Water has very low exchange value. Money has very low use value. 

· The things that we have versus the things that we want 
· We happen to have a lot of things that we don’t want but we have them to trade for other things

· Other social conditions of exchange 
· Markets
· Market is the source of regularity in a social society 
· Natural price (rent you have to pay, profits you took out to pay the owner, normal growing rate)
· Market price (whatever you are actually selling)
· Market price and natural price don’t have to be the same. When they differ, it creates a kind of force (a kind of incentive with people selling and buying). That force brings regularity of the market. 
· The major laws that regulated of Markets are:
· 1. Law of Supply
· Direct relationship between the price of the good and the amount of it that will be offered for sale. The higher the price, the more willing people are to sell things. 
· 2. Law of Demand
· Inverse relationship between the price of the good and the amount of it that buyers are willing to purchase. The higher the price, the less of it people are going to buy. 
· What people do in prices is the relationship between supply and demand.
· How do these laws regulate exchange?
· Based on price 
· Prices sends these signals out to which people respond
- This process doesn’t always work that way. It does work if you have some social conditions working a certain way:
· 1. Liberty of motion (got to be able to move around and get to those places where the prices are higher or lower)
· 2. Freedom to change jobs 
· 3. Need to have good information (if the info shows you where you can sell your goods at a price higher than the natural price, if your info is bad, the market is not going to work in your favor)
· What blocks these social conditions of the market from happening? Smith identifies 5 forces:
· 1. Conceal high profits (No one tells you where the high prices are)
· 2. Trade secrets  (price will stay high)
· 3. Scarcity (price will stay high)
· 4. Monopolies 
· 5. Certification (you have to go to turkey farming school, it will slow down people going down business, once again markets wont be able to adjust)
· Kind of things people used to deviate from the natural price. 
· The power of the market model, with a few simple principles can explain a lot of the human activity.  How the model can make you explain other things? 

Distribution of Wealth

	Original State
· What a world would be like before anyone owns land accumulated a stock capital, starts working for anyone else for a wage. In that condition, everything you produce is yours. You don’t have to give up to pay landlord, because nobody owns any land. It’s a world without private property and human capital. 
· Emergence of different others of society:
· We get rent from private property
· Profit comes from capital accumulation
· Wages which comes from selling your labor
· We see a creation of basic orders of society. Who are the people that get the money from rent, profit, and wages?
· Who get income from wages- workers
· Income from rent- landlords
· Income from profit- owners
- 
	Share of Produce
	Rent
	Profit
	Wages
	

	Original Source
	Private property
	Capital accumulation
	Selling labor
	

	Class
	Landlords 
	Owners
	Workers
	



	
Relationship between conflict and inequality is from the relationship between profit and wages?
What’s the interest between owners and workers with wages?

· One class has a systematic bargaining advantage over the other
· What are the advantages of owners vs. workers
· Owners can outlast workers (workers have to sell their labor, you don’t have anything means you cant last long)
· Easily combine (get together and talk all the time on what’s their best interest)
· Workers combine with great difficulty (they have to work all the time, owners don’t have to work all the time) (much harder for the workers to get together, only for some time of crisis)
· Whatever it takes for workers and their families to survive (lowest wages will go)
· Certain conditions where wages go up
· When society becomes more prosperous 
· When economy Is expanding 


· Interest of workers to have a growing economy
· Interest of owners to have a stagnant economy 

· We need to side with labor over capital if we want a growing economy 

· What does Smith think is better for a society?
·  Smith says when working class has high earnings.
· Equity argument on page 10.
· High wages associated with growth, growth increases prosperity in wages (pg. 114)
· High wages increase a persons level of hard work (industriousness) (a more incentive to work harder to get a higher wage) 
· 
· Another form of inequality:
· Inequality among workers, why certain people have higher wages than others?
· Market principle
· Smith outlines two different types of sources of inequality
· 1. Natural inequality sources :
· Agreeableness. A job that is unpleasant to do, higher wages required. 
· Education= unequal pay. Education makes you into a more productive person. Higher education= higher wages
·  Constancy of the type of work. Irregular work is often paid higher wage to compensate the regularity of work. 
·  Trust. Job required trust (doctor/banker) = higher wages. 
·  Low probability of success
· What can balance out these sources of inequality to make wages more equal?
· Long established trades (high wages will come down)
· Normal condition (People move into whatever trade / industry they get the best wages in)
· Not having hobbies (Hobbies create inequalities in wages sometimes)
· 2. Artificial inequality (government policy)
· Restricting competition
· Free education
· Mobility restrictions 


· Social Conflict
	Share of Produce
	Rent
	Profit
	Wages

	Original source
	Private property
	Capital accumulation
	Selling labor

	Class
	Landlords
	Owners
	Workers

	Interest
	Increasing wealth and productivity across the society
	High profits
	Highways 

	Is it Aligned w/ common good?
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	Recognize interest?
	No
	Yes
	No


· 

Propensity to Trade-MarketsDOLskilled labor-national wealthcommercial society
(People have a natural tendency to change)(allowing these propensities to develop their full c ourse) (when you have markets, very likely people will specialize in some things)(improve productivity and skills and generate national wealth)

Propensity to better conditionsavecapitalaccumulation% productive workersnational wealthcommercial society 
(People have a natural tendency to make their lives better) 

Smith has a rhetorical purpose. Get people to change their minds about the world. 
	

LECTURE 4
Outline for today:
Historical Causes of Wealth
· Natural Progress of Opulence
· Inhibitors
· Mercantilism
· Government and its Duties Defense, Justice, Education, Religion


HISTORICAL CAUSES OF WEALTH

From Agriculturemanufacturingforeign commerce
Another way is:

Farmersmanufacturersmerchants
Or:

Countrycitiesinternational

This is the way Smith thought of the nature of the progress from being poor to being rich. Build up farming base, then go on to manufacturing (textiles, tools), go on start trading it with other countries). That’s the natural course. Why did he think that?
1. Pg. 482- subsistence comes first
2. Moral claim (farming life is the best life he believed, superior way life, pg.483)(you are your own mature, human nature, attractive to everyone, you are in charge of your own life)(this is implies for development that everyone is going to want to be a farmer, when everyone makes money, that’s what they’re going to want to do (be your own master)) (country side is where all food gets grown, provides food and resources to all the people working in city, without countryside, city wont survive, once farm has a surplus, they have some to sell in town, depends on productivity of farms (for surplus) (town only going to be able to grow depending on the farming)(makes sense for people in country side to start trading, hence becoming merchants). (Problem in Europe it went the opposite way, in Europe agriculture was the last thing developed, he wanted to know why)



Transformation of feudalism – cities – mercantilism 
1. Fall of Rome
a. Pg. 475-88
b. Final defeat of Roman Empire, that’s where smith’s story starts.
c. When Rome fell, roads destroyed, cities not connected to one another, trade stopped, economic activities also stopped, everyone was quite unsafe, people forgot how to do certain things. Dark Ages
d. What emerged politically? The Warlord Landgrab
2. Warlord Landgrab
a. Required a huge amount of land under the rule of these warlords
b. Land was not something there for economic development with the warlords
c. Land was there for defense, for power, for protection from these other warlords
d. These huge amounts of lands were not broken up. Were kept in the generation. If it is broken up, warlord is called weaker.
e. They became known as “Barons”.
f. Smith calls them fiefdoms
g. They could decide who gets married to who
h. They got to decide who gets their property, not up to you. Lord settled dispute, people were very dependent on him. Laws of demand. This created a hierarchical society.
i. Clienteles society. Patrons on top, clients on bottom
j. Lords on top, peasants on bottom. Peasants loyal to lord, lord is their protector. This is the system of the movie “The Godfather”.
k. These knights are also around, power of barans built on military ground, and they are there in case baran has to go to war. As promise for protection, he needs warriorsBARONS each baron has a bunch of peasants. Above the barons are the Lords. (They of course would have their own peasants and knights). Above the Lord is the King (everyone hold allegiance to the king).  THIS IS CALLED THE FEUDAL SOCIAL STRUCTURE. A very powerful and flexible social structure. Built on personal power networks. It has certain consequences:
1. Bad for agriculture (Baron’s personality, have a specific type of personality: warrior (kill everybody), strike fear into everyone’s heart against attacking them, care about glory, honor and reputation, want everyone to be afraid of them.  When not fighting they have feasts, party etc.)
2. Peasants are highly unproductive (basically they are slaves, they don’t own their own land, don’t have the incentive because they don’t reap their rewards. Basically working for the rewards of the lords. Farming not only thing they have to do, they fight and die, fix the roads and bridges, etc.)
How can we get out of this system and work with something else? Smith said how nobody wanted to change the society. People were trying to be the very best barons etc., bringing the society down.  Peasants have a built in conflict with everyone else in the system because they don’t get anything from anyone.  If peasants were given authority, then that would change the whole system. Smith thinks peasants were never ever able to communicate with each other. Smith believes that the biggest fight were the kings with the lords and barons. The kings will want to go to war, they fight glorious war and require more territory and land (more power), their whole army not enough so they need the lord and barons army (so he needs the lord and barons to agree), kings always change to get direct authority and allegiance down to the peasants. Aristocracy and lords always resistant to kings.  How can battle of kings be transformed? The structure did change, how…what could change the dynamic of this system to have these lords have the upper hand? Something was absent there- no city, this is all countryside. Cities changed the whole dynamic. How did it change the dynamic? Cities became ground of independent ownership, freedom. City= citizen. Weak kings who couldn’t order aristocracy would get help and make deals from these towns/cities. What’s the consequence of cities? Property ownership, keep proceeds for themselves, started to produce more than they needed (surplus), so they cant sell it to aristocracy because they hate the cities, so they sell it to the foreign trade. They would import materials (luxury goods—spices, silks) from foreign countries. Bringing in these kinds of products helped with 5. Foreign trade rises, 6. Manufacturing develops, 7. Barons weaken. 
3. Hurts agriculture
4. Towns rise
5. Foreign trade rises
a. As foreign trade developed, they had extended markets.
b. Merchants became landowners. Some of these townspeople got pretty rich. Some of them started to buy land. They were not warrior type and tried to manage it in an economic way. 
6. Manufacturing develops
7. Barons weaken
a. This dynamic of foreign trade weakened power of barons. 
b. Towns supplying the jewelry etc., barons started spending money on the products of townspeople, and less on the knights. Knights start to leave and doing other things, and the barons start to lose power. Power was rooted on personal allegiance from these groups of knights. 
c. Knights not dependent on barons anymore. Barons wasted everything they had on luxury goods; they needed more money so they gave more property rights to peasants, so peasants started to get their independent and surplus. Peasants cultivating their own lands in a productive way because they are getting something out of it now (independence). Pg. 529. This is how Europe transformed from a feudal society to forms of relationship where no single individual is not dependent on another single individual because of the market. 
8. Agriculture develops


So the first inhibition of historical causes of wealth was Feudalism, the second is mercantilism.

Mercantilism
1. Wealth = money 
2. Consequences is the fetishize money (only concerned with getting more dollars in your bank account)
3. Exports=good; imports= bad
4. Smith believed this was a doomed fail 
5. Bigger problem: utilizes countries resources in a suboptimal way. Favoring producers over consumers. (Pg. 573)
6. This is smith’s response to mercantilism. 

Government and its Duties: Defense, Justice, Education, and Religion
· Smith has favored the system of natural liberty 
· Everybody should be free to pursue his or her own interest in life as long as you do so in a just and honest way. What does that mean? —it leaves the government with three very important duties
· 1. Defense (army)
	
	Hunting
	Herding
	Farming
	Commercial (merchants, manufacture)

	Who fights?
	Everybody
	Everybody
	Men only
	Professional soldiers, DOL will create specialized soldiers

	How much money can government provide?
	0
	0
	Little to nothing, they are already used to the hard life. <0.
	Will be supported by the state, so if state decided having army is important, then it has to pay for it. So government payment will be HIGH.

	Militia (town soldiers; unprofessional) or army?
	N/A
	N/A
	Militia
	Standing Army 


· This talks about army system




· 2.administration of justice (court system, legal system)
	
	Hunters
	Herders
	Commercial

	Source authority
	Based on age/excellence. Elder decides and settles some dispute. Respected person
	Who has the Wealth/ property (Guy with all sheep is in charge)
	Administering impartial law

	Inequality
	Low  (no property, people just hunting and getting things to eat)
	High (it’s personal, chief and leader, what that person says is the law) Changes source of authority.
	No one is dependent on anyone else like herder/hunters, so inequality is high but impersonal

	Gov’nt $/ expenditures
	Low 
	Negative (court system was a source of revenue, bribery, corruption)
	Tax funded, judiciary system not actually from people having dispute like in herder society


· 
· 3. Public works (institutions)
· Smith talks about schools and churches.






























LECTURE 5

OUTLINE
SMITH: education
	  Religion
MARX: LIFE
Ideology critique
	 Alienation

Experience of urbanization on transformation Smith was worried about with education of religion. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Education
· Best way to arrange is a free market education
· System of liberty, no public universities, you’d only something if you needed to learn it
· That would force teachers to be relevant and clear (need to make sense, why you pay for the teachers)
· Teachers should exist to serve students
· He thinks there is a main purpose in public education in a commercial society

Religion
-Monasteries and priests were in charge of the education in medieval times
- Priests would educate, effect was that you had no need to priests to student t anything that was relevant to them, and it was relevant to the church
- Teachings about a life that would get you to heaven
- Smith thought that was terrible to be active in governing businesses in a day to day society


EDUCATION MODEL FOR SMITH’S VIEW
	
	Ancient
	Medieval
	Commercial

	Topics
	Physics; Ethics; Music
Gymnastics; Rhetoric (how to give speeches)
	Ontology
Pneumatology
	Reading, Writing, Geometry, Engineering,  Athletics

	Payment
	Payment by fee. (If you are parent and you want your child to learn something, you find an expert and you pay them)
	Endowment (if students are sitting there and not liking what they are hearing, it doesn’t matter at all because priests getting paid with that endowment)
	Public for common people

	Purpose
	Goal was being a citizen, making people courageous, humane
	Train priests 
	Correct problems of the DOL. DOL create problems like: 
1. Makes you stupid (pg. 987)- a simplified job simplifies your mind.
2.Encourages a decline of public spirit. “A lazy mind cannot reach beyond itself”. Very narrowly concerned with one thing and not concerned that what you do is in relation to anything else.
3.makes you a coward. Courage means you are able to respond to unpredictable events, they don’t have that
4. Makes you weak in your body. Only learn how to exert your body in that one simple activity

	
	
	
	This is where the government need to intervene(Smith believes, at least for the working class).


Ancient way is what Smith had in his mind.
He wanted to do things like Ancient people in a commercial society.
1. Commercial societies are free societies (figure out for themselves what they want to do with their lives)
2. Requires people to be courageous 
3. “Freedom requires courage” pg. 993
4. We need education for everybody to exercise a broad range of knowledge
5. “Freedom requires intelligence”
6. Educated people tend to have more self respect, less dependent on others
7. Educated people can exercise own critical judgment, more likely to see half through lies, politically etc.
8. To correct these problems of DOL, you need to have public education


SMITH’S RELIGION MODEL
	
	Established 
	Non-established

	Origins
	Political faction (political parties lining up as religious parties; politicians owe religious groups if they win, payment is to make that religion official religion)
	Impartial rulers 

	Energy
	Smith on one level agrees that this will weaken energy of religious party.
LOW
	Smith agrees that energy will be high. No gov’t sayings, each religion free to convert people. Religious entrepreneurs.
HIGH 

	Interest of religion
	Absolute authority 
	

	Social Danger
	It creates new social dangers because once you establish a religion; you have multiple authorities in one society. (Prince, Pope)—each on top and each one need absolute authority with the people. Religion accepts to be the one only truth with the people. Dangerous situation for the political parties. 


Smith says 2 major things you can do
1.commerical societies would weaken them just like the barons. Priests had their own armies, feats, land etc. 
2.  As religions become established, priests become “fat cats”, they look decadent, not an image of a pure moral life. Makes new religious movements for a life without luxury and more morally. 
	Why Smith thinks not dangerous? (pg 1001)
1.Would be low
2.Interest would be of purity, morality and converting other people
3.no way one single rule is going to convert everybody, always going to be many other active groups. Become accepted that has to live with fact that it will not be the only one.



Still some danger involved.
-Urbanization a problem
1.massive movements of power from countryside to city
2. Countryside everyone know your name, what you do matters, big city is dirty, crimes, don’t know a lot of people, no one cares about you at all.
Smith thought is why religious cults swooped in and showed the meaning of why religion matters. He thought you an do :
1. Education (good education people less likely to fall for cults)
2. Smith – cultural policy

Smith was in favor of freedom of religion. 


Should the government have a specific religion or gov’t shouldn’t get involved at all?
Smith in favor of freedom of religion
Why?
1. David Hume was an atheist and was in favor of official gov’t religions
2. Hume thought freedom of religion caused people to be religiously active
3. Hume thought established religion will have official class of priests, a lot of gov’t money behind, power of military backing them up, priest will become lazy, therefore bring down the religious frenzy and society will be more stable.
4. Smith disagrees to that argument.







































MARX 
Marx
· Born in 1818
· Lived and worked at a time of real intellectual and social ferment where the world believed it could be transformed
· In revolution system showed that it can be toppled in a few weeks
· Marx thought if it happened once it can happen again 
· He was in a lot of ways a prophet, leader of movement, inspiring people to action in his writing 
· Father was a lawyer in Germany, family was a long line of rabbis(Jewish)
· Father was not a religious person, thought Marx the secular teachings of the day (philosophy etc.)
· Marx converted when everything was going on
· He did pretty good in school
· Transferred to berlin to be where the action was
· Graduated and much to radical to get a job
· Only knew to write and have intellectual convos
· Eventually got a job and wrote about political stuff of the poor and Russia didn’t like that and had to move to Paris
· Meet Engles, became lifelong friends
· Engles knew how factories worked, gave Marx knowledge. Engles money gave Marx support
· Had to leave Paris and went to Belgium and joined “League of the Just”.
· “Communist League”
· Communist Manifesto written by Marx and Engles
· Idea that class rules the world
· 1848-series of revolution in Europe 
· Dreams of radical intellectuals seemed to come through
· However, Couldn’t form perfect society
· Marx moved to London for most the rest of his life and worked everyday in British national library. He read Adam smith.
· He was very poor and not looking for any job
· Three of his children died for malnutrition, rest of his family were sick including him.
· Engles support helped him to survive
· Labor movements in England, communist internationals, Marx took it over
· This group lasted until 1871; crushed in bloodbath
· Not productive after that. Lived just having people coming to his apartment asking him questions
· Died and only 10 people went to his funeral

IDEOLOGY CRITIQUE
· Ideology
· Marx ideas: notion of material life, how you work; what your job is. Your factory floor determines your ideas and values
· Behind these religious beliefs there is always class, interest and naked power
· He wanted to prove that religion was about class interest and material existence
· Feuerbach
· Wrote Essence of Christianity
· God is not real, what is real is humans
· God is coherent 
· Background of thesis
· Shift of thinking of theology  anthropology
· If you understand what god wants then you can base your knowledge on what god wants
· Start from understanding god then that tells you what humans should do
· Marx think you need to go from Anthropology to Sociology (pg. 142)
· TheologyAnthropologySociology
· Its social, it’s the way in how different societies and how it works
· That’s what causes alienation
· What is the social structure that contributes to alienation
· Tracing to the superstructure (cultural ideas of religion) to substructure (economic goal)
· Another thesis
· Trying to make a shift from IdealismMaterialism
· Materialism in like the amount of money you have that determines your life
· Materialism, your ideas come from what you do on  a day to day basis, what you do from work
· Leads to big consequence which was
· InterpretingChanging
· Day to day structure of peoples lifestyles have to change (pg. 145)
· Activist intellectual
· 
· Most people think that their ideas matter 
· How do you change that everything you write is just not an idea?
· Marx said the answer to that is critique




· CRITIQUE
· 1. To judge
· 2. Critical theorist uses the tools of conceptual analysis to judge like the legal system, work system, political system…etc. 
· Marx said you needed something like an “immanent critique”. Internal. Allow society to become its own critic. 
· Give and example of ideology critique at work
· 1. Bruno Bowers arguments are political rights related to religious identity
· 2. Marx says “wait that cannot be the whole story” because have not appreciated the political vs. civil society
· Difference between political emancipation vs. human emancipation
· Gaining political rights and giving status of a citizen does not give you full rights to freedom
· Pretends that you are all equal

LECTURE 6

TODAY’S AGENDA:
1. Alienation
2. Mystification
3. Commodities
4. Exploitation


Marx says what does it mean to have nothing to sell but your own labor?
Need to find the nature of that strange relation when people were not in charge of themselves.

Alienation
· Alien= word for other, strange (being other than myself; stranger to myself)
· Marx interested in social structure in sociology
· What are societal conditions? (Conditions of work that create this feeling)
· What are the elements of our humanity that somehow get corrupted in the style of work
· Marx says labor
· Our main core essence of humans is that we work; we are laborers
· 3 concepts to what Marx think labor is
· 1. Objectification (try to understand what labor means; when you produce something you have a thought in your head on what you want, the finished product somehow brings idea into reality. Taking ideas that are not real and creating something that is not something in the world. A sculpture is an example of an objectified idea)
· 2. Material. Labor establishes relationship between human needs and material. Take some wood that we find in forest and now we have a table. Human purposes. Transform the world of nature to something needed for us. Humanizing the world.
· Self-transformation. Process of producing something also changes us. Chair for example; now you have chair you have to sit in them; certain way we have to sit in them. Creates more relationships and practices.  You being transformed from something you created.
· Alienation means somehow having this process does not objectify and create a relationship. Things not there for our needs. Does not change us and help us to grow.
· What does that mean and how does that work?
· Marx say 4 main elements of alienation
· Flow from basic structure of work. That structure is working for wages. Spend hours in workplace; get wages, and all things you do get handed to boss. Why is that alienation?
· 1. Alienation from productive activity. Are you producing things for your ideas and vision? No, it’s your boss’s ideas and vision. You becoming a tool of somebody else; that’s why work may be boring, solicited and just something to do to get food.
· 2.Alienated from the product. The thing you produce when working for wages is not yours. Working all day to make bread, and you cant take a bite of bread because it is not for you. No special connection to the product. Could be starving in the factory, but you still cant have it, would be called stealing. Marx thought would create a terrible reversal. 
· 3.Alienated from fellow workers.  Work could be the ultimate expression for human collective power to make it humanized, to work together to make something. The people who work in workplace are forced to go into competition with one another. Constant threat of being fired. Marx thought DOL could make it worse.
· 4. Alienated from human potential. Feel humanity being sucked out of us at work. 
· Alienation is real. It’s about the structure of the situation. Having no claim to outcome of that work, then there will be alienation. Change structure of situation Marx thought. Revolutionized the structure. It’s difficult to transform society because of MYSTIFICATION.

Mystification
Marx wants to demystify the world. Marx is a debunker. Always trying to bring down to size that people/institutions who have higher power.

3 domains of society in terms of culture:
1. Philosophical/religious
a. Questioning idea of theology/ of independent power of power of God.
b. Pope and Church to many people looked Wizard of Oz. 
2. Political 
a. Era in wake of French revolution. 
b. King of France, what happened when head was separated, nothing happened? Life went on.
3. Economic
a. World Smith already writing about
b. No mystery there, didn’t seem to have to be demystified
c. Realm of economics was more mysterious to Marx. Seems so straight forward that we look past that it may contain mysterious factors.
i. A whole word that export the dark truth of exploitations
d. Demystifying religion and politics
Religion and politics, you know something mysterious is happening. The fact they are supposed to be mysterious isn’t a problem, when economics Marx wants us to see that economics is in fact mysterious. Once you see that then you can go ahead to start taking it down. First task is to recognize mysteriousness and strangeness of society.
Each domain had to be demystified. 

· What is the mysteriousness?
· The only way a capitalized society works is through stealing from their workers. Not choice but a necessity.

COMMODITIES
1. They are non-physical
a. They are essentially transcending
b. What does it mean to say it’s not physical if you can touch it and see it? (Page 302)
i. What are the properties that make them into a commodity?
ii. Look at something and recognizing it’s value (something look expensive vs. something look cheap)
iii. What are the properties of a commodity?
1. Use value vs. exchange value
a. Human beings can use different things in different ways. Those are its real qualities (the use value; no mystery there. Wait Marx says. He believes they have no physical properties what so ever. Because these properties that we see are not part of what makes those things a commodity. Marx said a commodity is there to be exchanged with something else; (eating corn is waste of time, if you eat it up you have nothing to sell. Physical properties not important at all, its about what you can get from it and that’s what you can see) (pg. 316)
b. Central use of commodity is supernatural. They are transcendent. (Going beyond).  (Pg. 321)
c. Things coming to life and ruling us
2. Congealed labor
a. How the deceive with nature of work; nature of labor. Need to be clear on question Marx trying to answer. Commodities not physical objects, then what are they instead? Where does it come from?  (Pg. 305, middle paragraph) 
b. One commodity corn and another car. Value that they can be traded. What is it to be compared?
i. Have to be standard, common, same, equal
ii. Each of commodity has in it tells is how much it is worth and how much you can trade it for
iii. Marx says answer to compare is labor. He calls it crystals of abstract of commodities.
iv. 47 hours of labor for a product, that’s the value of that labor. Labor theory of value. Marx wants us to say there’s a very strange quality here; it’s congealed; condensed. You cannot see it anywhere in the product (the hours of labor put into the final product). Do I see 17 hours of labor there?  An invisible crystal of labor Marx says is down to earth / passionate goal/ ghostly material people want to gain. Want to get it to trade with something else to trade that with something else.
v. Marx compares capitalist to a monk. Monk denying pleasure and reality in a non-superstitious world.
vi. Monk feels terrible having good things in life. Both living in a transcending life.
vii. So many different types of work. 
viii. What is really making this happen? Answer is exploitation.
Exploitation
 Want to debunk the mystifying
General formula of commodity exchange. He calls is C-M-C. Commodity- Money- Commodity

Trade corn- for some money- trade it for shoes 

Capitalist formula is:  M- C – M. MONEY-COMMODITY-MONEY
Money- trades it for some commodity- trade commodity for some money, hopefully higher.

M - C- M+ - C- M++ 
Change of surplus value does not happen through free trade etc. The processes where you begin with something pass it to factory to sell it. Marx talks on pg. 336.
Pg. 343- talking about “mister money bags”

Pg. 350-351

Marx was a trained philosopher, 

What happens when you produce value of the capital?

Turning something into more money than what you started it off for.

Pg. 355- value of product = value of capital events
Pg.356



LECTURE 7
24TH OCTOBER, 2013

Todays agenda:
· Manifesto as Literature
· History as Class Struggle
· -Bourgeoisie
· Proletariat
· Communism 



Office hours Tuesday 2-4


Communist manifesto 

Manifesto as literature
Something as a three point structure
1. Ode to the bourgeoisie
a. feudalism to capitalism’
2. Tragedy of the bourgeoisie
a. Proletariat
3. Proletarian comedy: about communism

How does it that the manifesto uses these classical literary themes to create the excitement when you read it?

· Owners of capitals- think of that as the bourgeoisie. Unleashed human potentials. Potentials for human productivity from manufactures/industries. Beginning of communist manifesto is kind of like the beginning of the story Oedipus Rex.
· Marx writes about tragedy. Tragedy- classical meaning of tragedy is that just by being the best you can be and right, you are destroyed. It is not something bad happening to you; it’s the right thing that tares you down. That’s what happened to Oedipus. 
· 2nd part of the communist manifesto is the tragedy of bourgeoisie: they did the best thing for the private system, but Marx argued that in doing that they end up creating a new class of people that have no people (the proletarian, only thing is to sell their labor), and that class who has no property has no stake and eventually they will destroy the bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie created their own tragedy. 
· Just because they were created private property, they ended up creating a world that ended private property
· 3rd part- communist manifesto in the end to be a comedy. Comedy: in a classical sense, is anything that has a happy ending; Comedies have hope for some resolutions for problems in life.  Dante example of wandering into forest to hell to find Beatrice. “When you’re in hell, that’s not the end. Hope”. Proletarian- yes we are going to go through hell with private property and the fight the bourgeoisie, but all of that will go away and have a world where people will work according to their abilities and compensated to their needs (communism). 

History as class struggle
· All societies are defined in the end of their private property. Sorted into different classes of society. Classes were always at war with each other. Sometimes there will be truces, but they are antagonistic. 
· Think of movie like Gladiator (aristocracy, knights, plebeians, slaves). In that world there were people like the slaves that were owned by other people. That world property would be linked to estates.
· If you were a lord, you wont have the ability to sell your family property. Property had to go to first-born son.
· In modern society there are also class antagonism.  (Bourgeoisie- people who have private property; Proletariat- without private property)


· Who are these groups?
· Bourgeoisie
· Pg.  Bottom of 417.
· Stage one: feudal origins to the bourgeoisie
· Major transformative moment for the bourgeoisie according to Marx was the discovery of America (North and South). 
· Industrial production, steel management etc.
· Second stage: Rise to political power (pg. 475)
· The executives of modern state (president etc.) are the tools of the bourgeoisie for advancing their agendas. 
· Stage three: revolutionary character grows. (Pg. 475)
· Executives power getting torn down by the bourgeoisie
· Church is another instrument of power, families making business deals, bourgeoisie exposed all of that
· There is a kind of a way a constant revolutionizing pressure in a capitalist society: inventing new things and inventing yourself; if you cant do that then you wont be helping yourself. Will be left behind. Bourgeoisie unleashed as constant feathered creativity (pg. 476). The idea that something that will last forever is just gone. 
· Fourth stage: Cosmopolitan character / globalizing. 
· The place you grew up in, things you are familiar with, you have to think of that as temporary and wont lost forever. People don’t want to stay the same, they want to be different. People in England wanting to have Chinese plates, groceries stores and the amount of products from all around the world. Want to be moving from every place to every place at once (one of the features of capitalism). (Pg. 476-477).
· Fifth stage:  massive urbanization. Rise of bourgeoisie and center of production and distribution led to huge factories and workplaces which was better for production and people flocked to them. Chicago is an example (was small, then became railroads focal point, and then in decades became from through thousand to few millions) (Pg. 477)
· Sixth stage: centralization.  Population concentrated to big cities, properties concentrated to a few people…. Massive state centralized states. Central authority, central power. Live in a world now where Barack Obama could potentially pick up the phone and drop a bomb somewhere in the world. Centralized authority within a state. 


Might think Marx was a cheerleader for all of this, connected every part of the world, sophisticated cities, centralized authority, but of course story doesn’t end there. Where Marx thinks the story comes crashing down in bourgeoisie.


(Page 478)
	PROLETARIAT PEOPLE WHO WORK FOR WAGES. No property. They only thing they seem to sell if their time and their labor. Their destiny is to overthrow bourgeoisie because they have nothing. Can be the universal class. 
Where Marx thinks
1. If capital accumulation develops, capital will expand (held in the hands of fewer and fewer people.
2. Class unity and class consciousness will follow as well
a. Shared common experience (class unity & consciousness, think that we are all workers)
i. Increasing standardization of labor (machines are part of making all workers equal and all wages equally low, if you are a wage worker you are basically similar to all other wage workers)
ii. Non-class distinction subside to decline (as capitalism expands, this will occur (globalization and migration to factories are always the cause of that)(are you the worker or are you the owner- basic distinctions of life)
iii. Globalization (communicate and understand each others, opportunities for workers to interact with each other).
3. Periodic crises
a. Create ever greater cycles of booms and busts Marx says
b. Crises of overproduction and underproduction
c. Motors that make property concentration more and more prevalent and more and more people getting pushed into labor
d. Part of property owner class into wage class when there is a bust for example
e. Big eternal contradictions 
4. Keep pushing because the capitalist wont cooperate
a. When these crises occur, the proletariat become more and more desperate, so they will begin fighting with each other.
5. World economic collapse
a. Nobody in the end will become protected from it
b. Proletariat have nothing and will rise up and cease the means of production
c. Makes proletariat the revolutionary class (great majority of population, soon enough they are everybody) Page 482.
Process through which proletariat become thee social power Marx thinks
Wrote mid to late 1800. (This doesn’t seem to happen yet)
What is wrong then in this picture of Marx, what did he get right and what did he get wrong?



WWI- non-class distinction 
Income pyramid- standardized of labor
 

Capitalist won’t cooperate- Keynes



Communist society
1. Capital serves people rather than people serving capital
a. Capitalist society is to create more capital and more property (proletariat seize that and to meet the needs of all people)
b. The good of everybody; collective fund that are there for the needs of everybody
2. All production is actually social
a. Band the myth of a self made person (idea that you did it on your own) (collective history of humankind)
3. In communism society the whole concept of unemployment is inconceivable 
a. Whole society as sort of like a family
b. Everyone does something important and productive
c. Collective fund to things for people that are allocated to their needs
d. Marx 

































TOCQUEVILLE
LECTURE 8 (last week was the midterm) 

Today’s agenda

Democracy  + Modernity 
Life
Democracy as a Way of Life
American Democracy 
Democratic Politics


Modernity- a new way of living 

Smith- what it means to be modern= a ). Key new way of living is the emergence of markets, rising in exchange relationships, DOL, money. Procedure to understand the pure operations of market order, once that order emerges, what else? - Politics, legal, families, militaries. Core is market. 

Marx- production and property, thinks of changes in those. Capital is the mode of production. Purer account.  What he thinks are the key features of modes of production. Tries to understand how that transforms all other aspects. Religion like, families like.

Smith and Marx- historical narratives. 
Smith placing commercial society after feudal society. Feudal structure blocking full potential of wealth and prosperity.
Marx- a story of human history through capitalism and then through communism. 


Life 
Tocqueville- democracy. What is a democratic way of life?

· Born in 1805 France
· One major diff from Marx and Smith: he was an aristocrat
· Oldest noble families from France
· Grandfather a knight, father was a count
· Modern society is the end of an old world rather than the beginning of something new (to Tocqueville)
· Many positive qualities to pre modern world
· Aristocratic order- glory, honor, faith, nobility. Hard to be those things in a democratic society.
· Different than many of his fellow aristocratic. Could not stop the coming of modernity (like the coming of a tidal wave).
· Path was to understand and recognize the bad and good sides, and to figure out to direct it to its better possibilities
· To figure that out, he needed to go where it was happening- so he went to America
· Smith and Marx went to England
· America was a new country at that time
· He thought he should use it like a lab, use it to see what happens without the feudal society
· Problem with France- a lot of dukes, knights…they were still alive. So you still have aristocratic society in Europe. America didn’t have that at all. Spent about a year there. Then moved back to France and wrote about it in a journalistic fashion.
· He went onto politics (active leader)
· This book wasn’t treated as a sociological concept until the middle of 20th century (Especially during the cold war). It offered a major alternative to a Marx’s style of thinking (CLASS is not a central idea) (deals with democracy, tyranny and authority). People in cold war found that interesting.


Idea of Democracy as a Way of Life

Great revolutionary of society was not primarily of economic activity, but an equality of conditions. The idea that people are more and more similar to one another. And here are fewer rank order differences.  
· We lack that obedience compare to the other societies because we are born equal
· What the alternative is. What is the aristocratic society is and what it was

· Three sources of aristocratic authority
· 1. Heredity 
· Power passes down from families. The fact that you are the son of a duke, automatically gives you authority. 
· 2. Force
· Its not exercised by persuasion or incentive  (like Adam smith), or you make a deal . Way I get you to do something is by being stronger, force.
· 3. Land
· People, who run society and have authority, are the land.  Source of power relies in the land. “He is the Alexi of this town”.

· What new sources of social influences and power emerged that does not involve heredity, force and land?
· Question of the Emergence of democracy
Origins of influence leading to democracy 
Pg. 41

1. Clergy 
a. Church would have it’s own land; anything that has hand has power; had the Christian ideology- all people can potentially be saved, anyone could become a priest, had to be celibate, couldn’t have family of your own, that means that one route from people who came from normal families to sit next to princes and kings) People without noble background to have access to noble society
2. Civil law (need lawyers fro problems and dispute, need professional expertise, lawyers guild started to pop up from people who aren’t noble, would be advisors to nobilities, 
3. Commerce 
a.  Kings and nobles would waste a lot of money fighting wars, they aren’t particularly psychologically exposed to commercial life, it’s regular people who would constitute to the emergence of commerce, as they gain wealth they would gain influence)
4. The enlightenment
a. The expansion of literature, arts and sciences. Emergence of museums. Places that anyone could go to see the art, before you had to be friends with owner. Salons (noble family houses, women would incite musicians, poets to read their poetry and people would get together and talk about it---- gain access to get together with the nobilities) People listened to what these intellectuals had to say.
These four things weakened societies to generate social power. Kings turned to these social powers to use them as allies. 
Why is it happening? Historical consequences on pg. 5 and 6.


Historical causes of Democracy

1. Crusades
a. People outside noble background to be lawyers. (Bottom of pg. 5)
2. Townships 
a. Rise of the towns like Adam Smith. As cities grew stronger become hotbeds for freedom and democracy
3. Invention of firearms
a. Guns one of causes of democracy. The way warfare and power worked prior to guns, was the most powerful things were forces in armor (only aristocrat had enough to get that)—horses and armor,  but with gun you can shoot horse (horse doesn’t mean much anymore, all equal now)
4. Printing press
a. Before, it would be time consuming to produce copy of texts, usually just monks copying and copying religiously, had to be quite rich to get any sort of written works. Printing press changed that and produced much higher equalities and enlightenment. 

5. Mail being delivered (before that, only aristocrats were able to know what was going on around the world/ outside of town).  Expands our understanding of the world.

6. Protestantism 
b. Change the relationship of the individual and god. Only the priests had communication from god.  Would be in Latin (most people didn’t know Latin) . All human beings had their own relationship with god in Protestantism, and that changed Christianity.  Priests dressing like normal people. Every single person has a capacity to connect with god. 
7. America
c. The idea (there is this place out there) (no matter how bad your life is, you can make it on your own)
d. The reality (people could leave, you weren’t necessarily stuck in this social order---opens a possibility in leaving.)
All of these forces together to make Tocqueville think democracy are inevitable.

Pg. 6 

Problem is- no one knows how to control it Tocqueville thinks. We need new ideas to actually allow us to understand this new world. He thought everything was a total mess in France.  This leads to the question. What is democracy? What are its good and bad consequences? How can we affirm the good parts and control the bad parts?
-Very last page of the book



Challenges of Democracy

1. One feature in aristocratic order: nobles kept central power in check. One danger of democracy, is that it destroys that, all there is, is the state
a. No local duke to stand to central state. Central authority is a major danger of democracy
2. Aristocratic order: kings thought they were placed in positions by god, not through a dirty election. That idea placed some sort of check in tendency to abuse power. Democratic leaders don’t have that religious basis for treating people with respect and dignity, it’s because you got more votes than the other guy. Where are the restrictions of moral?
3. Aristocratic order: noblesse oblige – they still had an obligation to care for their people (especially their local peasants (think of it like your pets)). Reciprocal kind of love goes away in democracy- local elites of town has a duty to support regular people gets weaker, its hard now to collect taxes from elites.
4. Aristocratic order:  legitimacy of order- if you are a peasant you just feel that’s how the world is. Accept the current structure of society as legitimate. Democracy takes that away, if you are the bottom, you might just think you are at the top (clamber for rights because you think you deserve them). Instead of loving and protecting average person, you are afraid of them. Fear between the classes. Before there was a reciprocal obligation. 

Need to understand what a stable functioning democratic society that can deal with those kinds of challenges. Why we need to go to America.
Page 13 about America. 




American Democracy
Pg. 27 and 28

What are the basic experiences of American life?
1. America was an immigrant culture
a. Important for democracy, few people choose to leave their home if they are already part of the elite, people who do move tend to be more equal to one another
2. They had small landholding
a. Europe had gigantic swats of lands; in America people would have small plots of lands, growing your own crops by small farms, farmed by own hands. This connected with: 3. 
3. Changes in estate laws
a. Laws on how you pass down your property to children. European- primogeniture (everything goes to first born son). America- equal distribution to property to all children. Huge democratizing effect. 
i. Material effect – spread the wealth around. That doesn’t change things that much. A couple is going to have 2 children or so. 
ii. Spiritual effect he thinks is more important. Primogeniture maintains family spirit in the land.  You know its going to stay in tact.  When you split up among several children, each will want a piece of it and therefore may sell it and break it up- invest it wisely and get richer rather than giving property to just one. The house and land doesn’t define you anymore (get defined by occupations, investment, etc.). That breaks down aristocracy. Page 49.
4. They were highly educated
a. Partially has to do that they were highly religious people, bunch of people who can read and write, none of whom superior to one another, work out things intellectually.
5. Settlers had families
a. They weren’t lone adventuring men on their own. They were there to build a life; make a new way of living.
6. Idealism
a. People coming to America were not forced out of home country; they came voluntarily in pursuit of an ideal of the way of life.
b. As long as you are committed to the idea, you can be a full pledge of something
c. No inherit limits to who can be a full blown pledge member of society
7. Puritanism
a. Puritans in religion. Picture of the pilgrims. Puritanism very strict form of Christian religion- all human beings could live up to highest moral standards of all moments of their lives. Everybody had to be able to participate equally in political life. That meant everyone had to be educated.
1. A flip side- if you think everyone should be leading a moral life, what happens if someone isn’t leading one?
2. When moral expectations were higher, the punishments were higher
3. Intense morality. In aristocratic society, you wouldn’t really worry that much.
8. Public education
a. Because it was a religious duty to have a strict moral life, you needed the tools to do so.
9. Fused religion and freedom
a. Very important for religion because it creates bond and community connection. You need a society that can put those two things together. America he thought could do that? - Freedom supports religion and religion supports freedom. In America- puritans thought religion needed to be kept out of politics, why? Because there is a political mandate that you have to be a certain religion, then it Is terrible that that religious fate is backed by law. Tocqueville thought religion nurtures freedom- basic sources is conscience (expression to only believe things that come from ourselves)-  cannot force somebody to have faith. Religion and freedom go together in America because of strong separation between religion and politics.
SOCIAL STATE FOR ALL OF THIS.
Page 45



Democratic Politics

Tocqueville starts out about the dangers of democratic politics.

Dangers
The tyranny of the majority (page 241 and page 91)
a. In democracy, majority rules. What if most people think something you don’t think? 
b. There is no way escaping the authority of the majority
1.Conformity
c. Democratic breeds conformists and action. Top of page244.
d. What restaurant is best in town, what movie should I see. You are letting majority decision make you do.
2. Leads to mediocrity
a. Page 234 and page 235.
b. We think ourselves as all equal, we look to what other people are doing and thinking to guide our actions, you feel you are doing something wrong if you shine too high, making yourself not equal. 
3. You get short-sighted leaders
a. How do you become leader? – You win the votes. Continue to have public support and keep checking for public opinions. Not looking at the long-term vision. If you had a long-term vision, you would do poorly on poles. If you are an aristocrat, it doesn’t matter what people view of you. 
4. Politics of Resentment
a. Two sides of equality. Noble version- everyone become equally good. Danger of democracy- we can be equally bad. To bring people who are better than you down- bring down good leaders but bringing them down – like leader smocking crack etc.)

What can we do to overcome these challenges?




LECTURE 9

Todays Agenda:
Democratic Politics
Democratic Culture
Individualism and Social Control 

Philosophy 
Religion 
Morality
Science
Crafts
Fine Art
Language


Democratic Politics cont’d 

What is political life in a democratic society?
Equality over hierarchy


Are there any genuinely democratic practices that check the tyranny of the majority? What can we do to overcome these challenges? Pp. 80-83

1. Administrative decentralization
a. Contrasting governmental vs. Administrative
b. Foreign policy – governmental centralization
c. Educational policy- diff communities have diff ideas on how they want to raise their children, urban zoning
d. Tendency to decentralize those things
e. Democracy leads to standardization (makes a lot of sense to have one central educational administration, sounds good and consistent, however Tocqueville thinks people tend to get apathetic)
f. Administrative decentralization- the matters of local concerns, you leave the decisions up to the locals- his correction to the tyranny of the majority
g. This is genuinely democratic – each locality will feel they are part of the decision making
h. Downside—1. Not efficient way to make decision (local meetings; everyone from around town has a say) 2. Not the best policy (people in Ottawa etc. sometimes knows what’s best)
i. Tocqueville politically, the benefits out ways the costs
j. Make sure there are many decision making points (administrative decentralization)
2. Newspapers
a. Page 174
b. Newspapers are rooted in genuinely democratic principles. Freedom of the press part of democracy
c. Tocqueville said in aristocratic societies they weren’t any newspapers (they were what was going on)
d. Newspapers bring all people to express their opinions
e. That brings a certain kind of danger- when everyone free to express opinion, no matter how ill inform or reckless it is. Another danger- tendency to standardization in democracy—1 or 2 central newspapers---they make opinion. Makes centralized opinions and not allowing many of them to flourish
f. Page 173-174- we need it. Newspapers keeping central authorities in check.
g. In terms of one central newspaper- he is definitely in for having many newspapers. He would be very happy today.
3. Voluntary Associations
a. Page 180-181
b. Tocqueville most noted for 
c.  One just kept up by people to go to it
d. Rooted in democracy
e. We are all free to join whatever kind of associations we want to join who share our concerns
f. Major feature of democracy
g. Really important in creating vocal bases of decision making that is not determined by state or government, civic associations
h. End up having a group identity, regular meeting place, website, phone number, have a social reality
i. Danger- page 182. You can create voluntary association that build up allegiance to other states, against the nation you are apart of. Issue during the cold war. 
j. Free to create any association you want, you can even create an association to bring down Canada (danger)
4. Mediocre leaders
a. Elect regular Joes 
b. Elect people like us
c. it turns out mediocre leadership has interest if long term interest of country
d. Decisions of long haul is for most people
e. Aristocratic don’t have to worry about public opinion
f. Mediocre leader like regular people
g. Interests of leaders sort of align to social background

5. Patriotism
a. Page 225
b. Instinctive vs. reflective
c. Dangers of democracy- he thinks weakens instinctive patriotism 
d. Instinctive patriotism- doesn’t have to ask yourself if you love Canada, you just do, built into your bones. Why does it weaken from democracy?- in democratic societies, people don’t want to think thinks instinctively, they want to think it out themselves, reflectively. This kind of idea that they should love their country with no questions is a problem in democratic minds. Patriotism important to give yourself up for the greater good (die sometimes to defend country; Tocqueville worry about this weakened patriotism). Maybe likely that another country that have this instinctive patriotism will maybe overthrow your country.
e. Hard to have it with that level of patriotism. So he believes need reflective patriotism- you see it doing good things; making people’s lives better where you are doing that process; active participation
6. Rule of Law	
a. Internal to democracy- we take laws for expression of whole of people- we all vote on these laws- don’t want to have rulers who are exempted to these laws- laws for everybody- that is democratic – everybody equally subjected
b. Problem- we could make bad laws- doesn’t necessarily mean it is good law since everybody voted for it- bound to live through that law even if you think it is bad 
c. Aristocratic society- wise and noble ruler who would change if they think it looks bad because rulers not subject to law. 
d. Solution- respect the law because you can change the law- don’t necessarily think laws will be there forever
i. The minority and opposition will feel they aren’t being tyrannized 
ii. Hope that someday they will be the majority
e. Even if you feel left out of current laws, you always have hope for the next law
i. Feel they have a chance to change things

These are the 6 potentials changes for consequences of the tyranny of the majority









Democratic Culture

Philosophy- cultural practice
· Tocqueville thinks not a lot of people not studying philosophy
· Democratic people don’t do that, however they do operate according to a certain philosophy, a philosophy that would lead you to not want to read a lot of philosophy
· DeCart 
· Basic philosophy of life: only know things that I can see with my own two eyes
· Social condition that tends towards this way of thinking about things; only thing you can rely on is yourself, your own mind
· If you are born into world and your father made shoes, maybe you make shoes or maybe you wont, live your life without external authority, this is how people like me do things, things are changing all the time, life up to you to figure out what it all means (completely diff to aristocratic)
· Middle of page 403
· Trust only what you can understand by yourself
· Once you have people adopting that culture of philosophy- you then have an informality of matter-of-factness, if all you are relying is yourself, the family that you’re from does not really matter to you. 
· Tocqueville- anybody could get it if you think about it
· Aristocratic- only people way higher can get

Religion
Why does any society need society? Why does 3 societies need to have society? What kind of religion suitable for democratic society? Page 274. 
All societies need general beliefs that we just accept without question, basic idea is that there were no basic ideas of all share and just question, there will be chaos. What basic principles are can change overtime. Things we all just accept. In particular, we also need religious doctrines that we must accept page 407.
We cant afford certain questions (will world end? Etc.)
Without someway of thinking of those questions, life is very hard
That means that religious ideas need to be protected from skepticism
Very bad if everybody has their own answer to these questions
Something we can all kind of stand on something
Clear comprehensive answers to these basic questions of life- religion provides some of those things
Don’t just provide intellectual answers, answers that you can feel with charge and emotion
Religion in general is very important
More important for free people
Free people have option to have no religion
This is terrifying to Tocqueville. No religion- no answers to basic questions. Religion gives you language of when does life begin. A way to think about it (is it right for someone to take their own life when life doesn’t seem livable anymore). If you lose religion, you lose ability to think of those ethical challenges they create. People losing religion is a way of losing freedom to think about and dealing with these basic questions of life. 

Tocqueville thinks more functions that democratic religions are important for

3 levels

1. General level
2. Free people
a. Need religion to answer basic question
3. Democracy 
a. Check narcissism 
b. Check on materialism 
i. Tendency toward materialistic way of life in democracy 
ii. How does it breed materialism?
1. In democracy someone might take what you have from the bottom
2. Religion can help you raise yourself up from materials need
3. Even though some religion may oppose democracy, some of them must adapt. You cannot subdue materialism. It’s useless. All they can really do that honesty is holy. 
4. Cant go beyond sphere
a. Religions need to stick to these questions
b. Sort of questions that science couldn’t answer
c. Religion needs to stay out of science, politics
d. Religion should stay out to do its duty before people start question and wont believe
5. Minimize external rituals
a. Democratic religions will do better if they are simple without any of external rituals


Likely to form religious content
· Slightly more different
· Get monotheism as society democratize
· All of humanity as equal and unified
· Unity religions
· Particular kind of residence
· Surprisingly, Cautolasicim will do well b/c with the idea of unity and oneness. One church and everybody follow those same rules.
· Pantheism would emerge- Idea that God is everywhere


Morality
· Doctrine of Perfectibility
· Basic question of what morality is on page 427
· Idea that you can always make yourself better; no limit to how good we can become
· General feature of human condition (dogs don’t think like that)
· But that can play out differently in different societies
· Aristocratic society –things are the way they are. Cant or really wont rock the whole boat
· Democratic- there is no fixed/final position. You are born but you grow up imagining that you can change your life.
· We tend to look around that if anyone gets better, than we can do it 
· Doctrine really built into democracy
· Tocqueville thinks this leads to in life a planned obsolescence- build something and accept that it won’t last. A side effect to this moral of always trying to improve yourself
· As a result of our moral ambitions, we end up with crappy tables (don’t want to build something great now cause it can be better later)
· 
Science
· Trust only that you can see with your own eyes
· People not comfortable being abstract things
· Democracy focuses seeing the benefits of science (makes great computers etc.)
· Don’t have that pure abstract meditative long term thinking to climb
· Aristocratic values that type of thinking on page 436
· Danger- if you lose capacity of long term thinking, there’s a tendency to barbarism 
· Losing this aspect of scientific life will lead to that direction
· The fact that we don’t often understand the underlying philosophical principles that we do, preserving people’s freedom. 


Crafts
· Talking about production and consumptions
· How we produce things
· Aristocratic produce- person making a table
· Generations of table making 
· Aristocratic consumers
· In it for the long haul. Want a table that will be their 20 generations down the line. End up with things built to last 
· Democratic producers
· Table maker today, but maybe switch occupations down the road,
· What I make right now don’t care about eternal guild of table makers
· Don’t care about making lasting products
· Making as much money as I can with little effort
· Principle of Adam Smith
· Its not eternal, make sense to people to think that way (democratic producers)
· Democratic consumers
· Demand always changing
· Social climbing 
· Buy things to represent social status
· Want something that will look that it will last 30 generations
· Consumers want goods that will look that it will last 

Fine Art
· Changes in paintings and books
· Aristocracy- few great paintings made for a very small group who buying paintings
· Democracy- pretty good paintings, mass market with a lot of people who are always refining there tastes
· Books- aristocratic will write books for years and years
· Democracy- make it as an author without creating a masterpiece
· A lot more things being produces to common taste
· The explosion of material culture

Language
· Way we talk and words- what happens?
· Aristocratic-Few people who know a lot of languages
· Aristocratic- Don’t need new words because words aren’t invented / changed that often
· Democracy- we are always creating new words
· Tendency to create words just to create words
· Slang
· We tend to draw them from specific areas and specific topics
· 














LECTURE 10- November 18th 2013

Tocqueville continuation

Today’s agenda:
	Individualism + social control
	Social relations
	Future f democracy
· Revolution 
· Centralization 

Individualism + social control
· What he think are the primary emotions characteristic for democracy
· Cultural changes
· Certain types of passions and feelings depending on society
· Number one emotion: love of equality
· His main idea
· Love it so much, we love it more than freedom he believed
· What could that possible mean?
· You don’t have to love them both equally, if you had to choose one, Tocqueville thought equality
· What would a society would be like if you had freedom and equality together? That is his dream world. Perfect participatory democracy; everyone’s input equally important. Perfect combination, only existed a few times in history.
· Marx talked that you can have politically equality (to vote), but not everyone free to pursue what kind of jobs they want etc.
· Freedom very old idea. Equality is new, major feature of democracy. A characteristic of democracy.
· People more likely for equality over freedom b/c
· 1.think about freedom, it is very natural to think it is very hard.  Have TO GO TO war to defend freedom etc. Equality pretty easy (could just lay on couch everyday; you’re equal today). Bad things come along with equality hard to see. 
· 2. Good side of freedom is often hard to see. Freedom to vote, who cares? Goods equality bring very easy to see, used to have a rich baron telling you what to do, now there is no rich baron telling you what to do (simple and clear). 
· Major passion in democratic societies is to make everything equal to each other. 

Individualism + Social control 

· Other passion coming along from equality is: Individualism
· Hierarchical in aristocracy: someone’s else telling you what to do above you, someone below you
· Democracy: don’t have any of that. Hard to think of a duty to other people to be in democracy.
· Aristocracy: think beyond self, for future generations.
· Democracy; doesn’t have the everyday feeling of network of others, all want to be unique, passion for each of us becoming ourselves and caring about ones self. 


· Why is he worried about this ramped individualism?
· 1. It can generate difference
· if most important thing is cultivation of yourself, what you don’t care about is the wider world around you, The big picture and collective questions of society and nature, not a concern. Dangerous because people not paying attention to big question to what’s going on. Brings tyrants and so to come in to take care of those things. 
· 2. Leads to melancholy 
· Think of it as depression, anxiety, and constant self-doubt. Why is that linked to individualism? Each of us on our own has to figure out by ourselves on how we want live and who we want to be. Aristocracy it is laid out ahead of time for you, can be straining but can be comforting because your occupation already set for you. For us, we have to figure it out. After college you will feel the pressure and it can potentially drive you crazy. Never sure if you are on the right track, Page 512-513.
· 3. Materialism
· in aristocracy, if you are rich you know youre going to rich forever, not worry about moving up or going down. In democracy you are always worried about that, always worried about material issues. 

· How does he think we can control this?
· 1. Public involvement
· Community activities , getting involved in local politics, gets you out of house involved with other people and feel how much you can really get done when you get together with other people. Show how much you depend on people and hoe much people depend on you.
· 2. Civil associations
· Getting involved, civil associations talking about clubs, getting involved in knitting club, dance club etc. Those are really important, give you opportunity to get outside of yourself and get social pleasures. See what you share with others and see how much fun you can have with just being with other people. How is bowling club saves you from tyrant?
· Being in these clubs trains you to care for other people but yourself
· 3. Doctrine of self -interest well-understood
· in aristocracy: people don’t have to worry about pursuing self interest objectives, and it makes a lot more sense to virtuous, and that resonates because you’re used to giving up . Go in army
· Democracy: if you have to go in army you say why? You’re not virtuous. So we need self-interest well understood. Convince the democratic that good things are good for them. Say defending country is good because you get a free education. Appeal to self interest. Joining the army, but to also have to get some individual benefit for you.
· Another example: Natural for us to defend religion, good thing for you just do it, modern times make diff arguments that make value of religion. Pascal. He became the Pascal waiver, argument of good. Either god exists or he doesn’t and we are all going to do. Options to believe or not. You should believe in God. Point is reason to do so for your self-interest. 







Social relations that characterize democracy

	
	Aristocracy
	Democratic

	Sympathy
	People in same class will have similar experiences and outcomes of life and have a great deal of sympathy for others. Peasants and aristocrats think and feel different though. Almost like different species so very hard to have sympathy with each other. Lord has some kind of obligation to help out, but not through sympathy. High in class, low between classes. 
	We all tend to have lives more similar to each other. Sympathy strong source of connection.  Why we likely to feel sympathy for all of human kinds. Feel connected to all people in someway. Wide spread sympathy but less focused like the aristocrats. Sympathy becomes generalized.

	Service (being a servant or a master)
	Always have some people serving other people. Servants are a class of people; you can be born into it. Father a butler, then you are a butler, etc.  A deep part of what you’re born into. There is also a way that it makes it possible to create servants nobility. That feeling that you know what you are about, serving to the very highest level, successes of your lord and master is your success as well because Lord is apart of you. Batman and his butler example. Butler great at it, serving at highest level, noble state. Other way around where batman thinks butler is part of him as well.  
Hereditary service. Intimacy, servant nobility
	Position in life very fluid. If you are born a master, you may not be that way before you die, your children might not be that way either. In democracy, why are you doing what someone is going to tell you to do anyway?. But if you are hired, then if someone says clean your house, you do it. You do it because you have a separate contract; outside the contract you are just two equal individuals. Transforms the nature of servitude. 

Contractual relationship.

	Parents/ Children 
	In family, father is the face of the family to the world. Father has right to speak to the family. The father’s relationship to children and wife is one of command, “you have to do this”, command and obedience, a cold relationship because he represents social authority. Distant and severe. Father also thought as connection to the past, in aristocracy past is important. Father interprets customs and traditions and tells children the right way to act, be fearful and respectful of the father. Relationships among children- strictly determined by age and sex. Oldest son inherit everything. Daughters have a different role and life ahead of them. Knowing you will have a different kind of life than your brothers and sisters, lack of shard intimacy.
Cold, formal, based on obedience and command, deference to authority.
	Each of us as individual, father not only one head of household. You will also have a steak in the deciding the future no matter age and sex. Weakens the position of the father, more like the rest of family, main difference is that he is richer and older. Relationship more defined by love. In democracy past doesn’t determine the future. Past gives you useful information but you don’t have to do this. Father and mother gives you advice, but less likely to command you to do so. Relationshp among children changes, you’re not ranked. In aristocracy you would say lie I love my first born son the most, not in democracy. Now we don’t think that way, the children themselves have more common experiences, more shared, play games with eachother. Becomes a wonderful time, connect with siblings.
Warm, intimate, based on love and advice.


`








	
	Aristocracy 
	Democratic

	Cliques 
	Aristocracy more likely to have to spend time that have different tastes than you, life based on what you are born into. Aristcocrat – literay that writes book, another is a jock, etc. You cant group together jocks over there, poets over there. Have to spend more time to interact with people who don’t share the same tastes as you do. 
Rooted in birth. But not taste. 
	People tend to be more equal to each other, doesn’t mean we become more homogenous. Diversity in taste (clothes you wear, music, etc.), tend to have proliferation of diff cliques, that get a lot of insiders and outsiders. Much more likely to associate to more and more with people who share your tastes. Lose training with what you do when you talk to a jock.
Lifestyle grouping

	Social diversity
	All born into fixed spot, people in doff social positions are very very different, men and women have different styles, lords and peasants have diff style and outlook on life. Encounter different dialect and languages, different art. Going to different town is very different from one another. 
	Weaker social diversity in democracy, these sorts of distinction melt away. Seems like a lot of moving from up and down, but a lot of boring sameness. Kind of same story over and over (poor boy trying to make it rich). Feeling of no deep social diversity. You can now go to a forbidden city in China and get  a Starbucks.







 
	Honor
	Stronger in aristocracies. Certain good things and bad things closely linked to who is doing them. Idea that if you are noble, you can consider peasants to be inferior, so for an aristocratic man to have a one night stand with peasant, not big…but to marry is a big deal. Militaristic streak- ethical code that elite class want to demonstrate courage and bravery. Tendency to fight for your honor. 
People also tend to know people personally, close to each other in class and group. So if someone insults you and you don’t defend yourself, everyone is going to remember that.


Strong, militaristic
	Honor culture tends to weaken a little b/c:
1. Hard to defend your person when you don’t know what that is. “Moved so many times”
2. Much easier to melt away in a crowd. Insults your mom, and you can just leave and no one would know who you are. 
Some kind of honor distinctive to democracy: kind of courage you have to have to fail T thinks. Democracy one of the burdens we have is trying to become different to person you born as.  That whole idea that the courage to start a business is something special to democracy. Courage to try and fail. 

Lower in general, but there is a type that is rooted in courage to fail.

	Etiquette 
	Having good manners is very important because everyone social position so defined there are rules on how you must treat everybody. How you bow, when you bow, when you’re allowed to turn your back on them. 

Strong and formal
	Don’t have those kind of fixed rules. Informal to how we talk. Aren’t strict etiquette rules, once in a while you will have a mean professor that makes you write good emails etc.

Informal




Honor- reactins you have to other people based on your position of life and their position of life. Like “You cant talk to my sister like that”. But if its someone esles sister you don’t care.


Futures of democracy democratic have to come to grip with

Revolution
· T believes probably wont happen
· Why not in political revolution?
· 1. Fewer people in poverty
· Usually you have revolution because you have a lot of people very poor and rich and rise up against the rich or the other way around. Usually the rich to put down the rich or poor take down rich. Society where someone has some stake in it, chances are you are not going to have a revolutionary class.
· 2. Middle class who own property in democracy
· Avg. person own some stokes etc. If you have a revolution and you have property, not good for you because in revolution a lot of property get taken away from you. So less likely to have one. Democracy most people are middle class. Always worried about hanging on to what they have.
· 3. Commercial societies so have commercial habits
· If you are a small businessperson, you want predictability and reliability, revolution is very unpredictable, destabilizing. 
· 4. Lack of public spirit
· People worried about getting by in their own life. Massive recession going on, people just go in bed and say wake me up when it’s over. 
· Unlikely to occur in politics, revolution also unlikely to occur in culture (revolution new ideas: like religion etc.)
Why?
1. Tend to have similar opinions in democracy
a. Think same way
b. Hard to have new and different ideas that are not like what everybody thinks
2. Tend to have incremental innovation
a. A new cultural movement has to convince each person one at a time, so happen slower and more incrementally
3. Domestic concerns, 
a. More concerned about jobs and families
4. Conformity
a. Big problem of conformity. Public opinion has a lot of weight. If you think you think something new, it is hard for you to resist that because public opinion is the way we determine life for the most part.


Fears T though for democracy: stagnant society and lack energy to transform

Other fear was tendency towards centralization

Centralization
We are all equal all makes us equally weak. Each of us takes a lot of other people to make things happen. All of us working together to make things happen is the central government. Kind of pleasure we get in seeing the special privileges of seeing people getting taken away an seeing them forced to act like us. Major expansion of central government functions: state that provides us with welfare rather church, families neighbours. State takes our children away eight hours a day to educate them (public school). State reaching into children’s soul. It can see books I check out on the library. Idea of gov’t taking care of us. 


 We are more and more children of the state according to T. He is worries because:
· Allowing the state to treat us as though they are the parents and we are the children
· State doesn’t want you to grow up, want you to dependent on them forever. What you can eat, if you can smoke, etc. Real parents want you to grow and become independent. Page 602.
· Idea that you might even want to take charge of your own life, but the state wants to be the one to take care of us. Example, after September 11, people wanted to volunteer to do something, president said, “best thing you can do for your country is to go shopping”. That’s what T is worried about, state having power of what you want to do.
· Way to avoid- if tradition of freedom, literally want to participate in that but revolutions tend to wipe away authorities and have new state with new authorities. 
· More wars, more centralized its going to become. 
· T concludes that the best thing to do is stay vigilant, maintain freedom of press, most of all be aware of these tendencies in democracy
· Have a reflexive love of democracy and equality; be on guard for dangers etc.
· 















COMTE
LECTURE 11      28TH NOVEMBER 2013


Today’s agenda:

Comte: Life
	Hierarchy of Science
	Nature of Sociology
	Order
	Progress


Life
- Born in 1798
- Died in 1857
- Person who created the word sociology
- Comte is the beginning of formulating a separate area of science of sociology
- Initial name was social physics
- Child of pope revolutionary France
- Crazy times in France
- This experience was kind of a crisis

· The terror had to been going on
· After that, there was reaction against this chaos, that’s where Napoleon emerged
· After that, vary restorations of old monarchy
· This was time Comte was writing
· He was in favor and wanted a new republic that would be governed by 
· There needs to be some central idea that unifies our people together, something we believed in
· New modern society,, would need their own ideas that were powerful and binding and unified
· Fourier
· This idea that science can somehow solve problem of social life to create harmony
· Saint-Simon
· Scientists should be in charge, their ones who have the ideas
· Comte was his assistant for some years
· To create harmonious peaceful societies
· Comte thought that ideas drive history (big difference). couldn’t INSTITUE major social informs, unless you had new set of ideas to ground them. So they had a falling out, and he went on to publish several books.
· After that he had a nervous breakdown, and then he fell in love , and that gave him a lot of energy and passion of life to write another book. Writing thought of himself as a bringer of a new religion almost
· 1844 on in life, many of his ideas caught on
· His two big ideas are Order and Progress. Written on a flag (Brazil). Founded Brazil after they read Comte. Also Turkey had major inspiration from Comte. 


Hierarchy of science 
· His ideas
· General to most specific and simple to most complex
· Math---mechanics---physics,---chemistry---biology---sociology
· Each one of these builds from each other 
· Work way up this ladder. 
· Biology isn’t simply a function of chemistry, organic connections
· The idea Comte thought to have a science of society, understanding of laws that govern how humans interact with each other etc. show us limits on what we can do and what is physically possible for us. Allow us to use knowledge to change the word on how we want it to be 


	Pure (theoretical)


1. Astronomy


2.Physics


3.Chemistry


4.Biology


5. Sociology

	Applied


1.Navigation


2.Mechanical engineers


3.Chemical engineers (drug companies)


4.medicine, agriculture


5.Policy, planning, education, social work



The rules that govern relationships. You can see Comte idea that sociology has to be the most complex science because every entity that it studies can be an active entity. Science that depends on all the other knowledge of the other sciences. Shows the organization of work within the other sciences.

What it means to these thing called sociology
Nature of Sociology

· Provide a positive or scientific understanding of society



	
	Theology
	Metaphysics 
	Positivist 

	WHY DO ROCKS FALL?
	Look to revelation, God
(god wills)
	Nature of heavy objects fall, understand the nature of objects
	Law of gravity, based on observation

	WHY ARE THERE DISEASES?
	Punishment from God
	Nature of human beings, human beings lives nasty lives. Life is nasty
	Germs

	Why are there wars?
	Sinners must be destroyed or converted. Fun for the gods to watch.

Faith, God’s pleasure
	Nature of human beings being war like creatures. Humans desire for domination.
	Looking at wars through observation and see why wars are going to happen.

	
	Relative rather than absolute answers
	Relative 
	

	
	
	
	



The task of sociology.

Also question of the Objects of sociology. What is it going to be about?
He thought would be about two things

1. Statics = order/stability 
a. Understanding social structure
b. How does family structure relate to its government structure and how d o they work and fit together?
c. How does society keeps society together?
d. How diff parts of society limit what other parts can do?
e. 
2. Dynamics= progress
a. Understanding change
b. Goal of understand change, understands what are stages?
c. Is there an order that they can overcome it?
d. How stage relate to one another?
e. 


Means: 
1. Observations
a. Comte Is very important and has to be guided by theory
b. Cant have a scientific observation if it is not connected to theory
c. If you have a theory, all sorts of things are important to understand and observe
d. Example: validation of theory of relativity
2. Experiments
a. Tricky in sociology because we don’t or cant really have labs
b. What Comte recommended was focusing on natural experiments
i. Like Pathologies (bad things happening in societies_
ii. Look at society with having problems, those could be interesting data
3. Comparisons
a. Big thing in sociology
b. Comparisons allows us to see variation and differences
c. And formulate hypotheses to understand variations

These are means of sociological science. Shows the nature of sociology


Social order or static

Comte sees it coming in three levels
1. Individual level
a. Characteristics of individuals who make up society will help to make up how chaotic society is.
b. Two charteristics of individuals are
i. 1. Affective or rational
ii. Affective-emotional or driven by immediate feelings
1. affective side stronger to C
2. We are by nature couch potatoes
3. Rather than have to think hard and planned and control emotions etc.
4. 
iii. Rational- guided by deliberation, calculation or planned
1. Social order depends on a component of the rational idea, not just going at the whims of our passions
c. Best orders are channeling our emotions with some system of thought
i. 2. Personal vs. sympathetics
1. Personal caring about ourselves (we naturally care about ourselves first)
2. Sympathetic caring for others
3. If we need social order, we need to have people caring about others as well
2. Family level
a. Nature of families, families are primary unit of society, not individual C thought
b. Key characteristic: we really do live for another
c. Page 110.
d. All these emotions get connected up with concern for your family. I feel better about myself if my kids do well
e. Function of family: it is a union rather than an association
i. Union of family is kind of special place in life that we have “inner space”, space where everyone knows who you are, care about you, and love you no matter what achievements, as you mature, you tend to leave that space. Go to school outside of your family. Tend to be evaluated by performance, go on to uni and that gets worse than go onto work. That could be devastating. All that matters is how hard you are working. Family is the heart in a heartless world. Such a harsh environment so there needs to be an area with unconditional love.
f. Continuity: through society, family passes on from one generation to another knowledge. 
3. Social level
a. Impersonal level, beyond families
b. Three aspects here:
i. 1. Language
a. big difference between biological organization vs society: case in skin. Social body is not in case of skin; connection is in material, not physical. Spiritual tissues that holds society together. We are all connected but we are not touching. Language on of main sources of social connectedness.
i. Linguistic community
1. People who speak same language share a lot. Connected to people
ii. Continuity in a broader level than family
1. Vessel of culture, all ideas of past all contained in our language. Links everything we are doing now to our ancestors of things that can be said and expressed.
ii. 2. Religion
a. Provides common beliefs
b. It what carries us out of our selfish egotistical nature
c. It also helps to legitimate society
i. Every society we have power, some people able to give orders, others who listen. Religion helps us to know what is right/wrong. Legitimates power structure
iii. 3. DOL
a. Interdependent, more DOL, the more it is impossible to do well without the help of everybody else
b. Makes individual talents useful for the general good
c. More outlets for various people to make contribution
d. C thinks DOL diff to S. S is what creates economic growth, C has embedded in what creates social connectedness. 
e. Creation of solidarity and interconnectedness
f. Solutions created in problems of DOL. C said it could create social disorder (we tend to associate only with our groups), S thought problem of DOL could be solved through education, C thought that wouldn’t be enough (need special institutions of generating unity, special holidays to break people out of their shells to force you to interact with people you wouldn’t, big festivals for example, interacting with one another)

Social dynamics or social progress
Three initial things to think about why societies change-


1. What regulates the rate of change?
a. Death (very low death rate, or low birth rates, makes society change slower, old people don’t like change)(if you had high death rates, you would have rapidly changing societies, for young people) (typically the most dynamic or pushing for change)


b. Density
i. How densely packed together people live. Higher density more rapid change- 1. Higher density has more developed DOL (density creates competition among people who may have to do something similar which causes specialization to occur) ;     2. High density creates a critical mass of special talents (new things can happen but hard in a small setting)(allowing all sorts of sub cultures to flourish)
c. Boredom
i. More bored tends to be the more dynamic ones. Boredom is desire to have some kind of new desire. The more you have it the more you see people hunt for novelty and the more change you are going to have. 

This thing about death and birth rates, means Canada is more static or old. Living older lives and becoming very bored. 


Laws of change
C answer to this question – Law of the three periods

3 periods defined by those same three types of understanding the world (Theological, metaphysical, positivist).
 For C the direction of change to society is towards more rationality. Assess how far along, you have to look at its belief system, science, books. Creates how rational the ideas are to one another























	
	Intellectual domain
	Moral domain 
	Social domain

	Theological
	Awakens human thought, start to look at the world and doesn’t look like chaos anymore, it makes sense. Rationale to some structure to the world. We have a world to be intelligible. 
	Inspires confidence, early human beings quite weak and living in terror, to be able to believe that you can do something great, that’s what the theological understanding of world to believe they can do something they though they couldn’t have done before.

Also creates discipline. It made thought passionate. Exercising intellect. 
	It created common value. Also created a priestly class. People who spent all their time thinking and trying to understand things, 

	Metaphysical
	Gives us general explanations of things, start to explain things not based on personal demands of God, versus there is some general feature in all of nature. 
	Inspired critical thought, when you think there is a nature to something then you think god can’t verify the laws of that nature. 
	Creating legal, along with rise of natural law, became these lawyers to write down the nature of laws. New nature of class

	Positivist
	Grasp universal law, not formulating explanations f the world anymore, we want to have a universal law to apply to all things everywhere
	Creates human autonomy. Able to act based on our own correct knowledge of the world. 
	Peace, because if we can grasp universal law of society, we can see that there is just one human species. Sociology allows us to transcend borders…
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