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Working class domesticity 
· Women’s responsibility 
-women supposed to dedicate themselves to home
-working class didn’t have cozy homes and have people help them with housework, didn’t have ability to devote themselves to family
-home was still their responsibility. 
· Importance of consumption
-more subsistence consumption
-had to figure out how to provide for families and find food 
-children would help with family income, some husbands would contribute and hand over their salary 
-women would have to find ways to get around tight budgets and provide for families 
-if wife died, husband would remarry or sell out children to relative farmers 
-obtaining sufficient food required money, and occupied a lot of time. Women had to have a relationship with local baker or butcher to get scraps (skill involved to eat what you needed to get by)
-eating starch based diet (potatoes)
-food was a necessity 
-mother would occasionally have to portion food-workers most, children less, and mother the least amount 
· Domestic violence
-marriage was not without love (idea of companionate marriage) but was violent 
-alcohol was prevalent 
-many autobiographies from all countries in Europe reported sexual and physical violence 
-working class homes weren’t very pleasant 
-wasn’t a haven, husbands spent a lot of time at pubs, taverns, cafes 
· Attempts to create home 
-make things cleaner 
-absorbing same ideas of domesticity 


Reform
· Symbol of poverty
-overworked 
-attempts to reform women’s work
· Factory and Workshops Acts of 1874 and 1878
-women could work no more than 55 hours a week, prohibited from working at night in many countries 
-working class women seen either as victims or dangerous 
-meant to help women, but had unintentional effects that hurt working class families 
Example: in Germany, women given 4 weeks of maternity leave and only work 11 hours a day: women not given any economic support for their time off work-this meant lost income for their family 
· Channeled women into jobs
-reduction in hours also made women less attractive of employees compared to men
-lower paid
-attempted to channel them into work at home 
-channeled into season work; unemployed between seasons for several months at a time 
-idea that women weren’t workers in the sense that men were 
-reinforced that men were contract workers and women weren’t free agents in the workforce 
· Educational reform
-women moving into primary school teaching jobs
-literacy increased in many places
-also created problems for families who relied on children’s labour for income-loss of income for family 
-creation of new expenses: need clothing up to regulation
-also didn’t have help of children at home
-reforms meant to help people but had consequences 
-also raised standards of home, even though women had less help in the home 
· Modernization of cities 
-cleaner sewage system
-access to clean water
-getting rid of tightly packed cities
-this meant destruction of slum cities; many people lost their homes
-working class forced to moved to more remote areas outside the city 
-Example: Paris: ideas of modernization was to build big beautiful boulevards, get rid of slums and medieval streets 
-got rid of a lot of working class neighbourhoods because they were considered dirty and were associated with disease
-displaced people while modernizing city
-new housing was often too expensive for working class families 

Political action
· Friendly societies, mutual benefits
-unions growing by end of 19th century: strikes weren’t legal in most places  
-wanted better hours and pay 
· Minority of women

Why lack of participation?
-unions didn’t attract a lot of women,
-women didn’t really participate 

Why?
· Opposition from family 
-husbands or father would have objected to them joining 
-wanted status of his wife at home
-some husbands thought it was degrading to have wives working and be part of union 
· Issue of women’s wages
- women earned half of men
-took jobs away from men because women were paid less so employees would rather hire women in some cases 
-some men supported legislation on equal pay because they wanted to stop women access to workforce 
· Lack of understanding 


· Minority of women did join unions
· Development of political consciousness
-come about through other women while waiting in line in stores, or talking to neighbours in the street 
· Everyday life as political process 
-wave of protests about price of milk, butter and eggs (food protests) 
-challenged power structures at the time 
-changed government policies 
-different kinds of political acts 

Socialism
· Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles, Communist Manifesto (1848)
-ideas that it wasn’t the middle class that produced wealth of industrial revolution, it was the working class 
· Wealth produced by proletariat 
-doing actual physical work of production
-employers didn’t recognize this 
· Revolution key to change 
-believed was the only solution to the problem
-Marx: society moved forward through revolution; overthrow the bourgeoisie and would create a socialist society where everyone would be equal and the workers would be running things 
· New ways of identifying
-socialism was teaching people to identify with other workers 
-this was threatening to some people
· Private property
-Marx said that private property was the source of all problems
-private property was extremely important to middle class 
· Religion 
-attacked religion
-Marx: said middle class and bourgeoisie used religion to be in control of working class and keep them in their place; prevented working class from rising up 

Critique of marriage: socialism 
· Pre-capitalist society, women had power in reproduction (bearers of life) 
-but it was private property that made women unequal 
· Marriage tied to sanctity of property 
-women had to be married to guarantee fidelity, in order to pass on property
· Capitalism subjugates women 

-mass movements ends of 19th century 
-women adherents, traveled, spoke
-lived in free unions
· Clara Zetkin (1857-1933): bourgeois feminist, need for unity 
-head of women section of socialist party 
-edited newspaper 
-goal was to keep women in the socialist movement: wanted equality for women and equality for working class 
-focus on working class struggles
-all women should be able to join the socialist movement  

Conflicts 
· Male socialists 
-question of whether you should have a separate women section or should it be combined 
-majority of men in organization didn’t understand women’s issues in working
-combined organization often didn’t address women’s issues within the movement 
-mixed organization: very few women joined 
· Question of the family 
-tension with other women about how to address women’s equality in the home 
-hard to address issues without looking like they were attacking working class men 
· Women unionists
-conflicts about tactics
-some wanted to cooperate with government 
-socialist movement was about revolution, often caused problems 
· Bourgeois feminists 
-always an attempt to not cooperate with middle class bourgeois feminists because they were adding to inequality of working class
· Between two movements 
· Choose class solitary over gender 


