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LECTURE 8 – FEMINISM & REFORM

[bookmark: _GoBack]Belle Époque: 1870 to start of WWI; period characterized by optimism, regional peace, economic prosperity and technological, scientific, and cultural innovations

Legacies of French & Industrial Revolutions – shaping women’s demands & the way the feminist movement evolved
· Liberalism
· Belief in reason/rational thought; gov’t should be based on reason/national will
· Faith in education  every person has the capability to reason; people don’t have pre-assigned places in society
· *Women have these things as well
· Napoleonic Code
· French conquered much of Europe (excluding Britain)
· Napoleonic Code became a legal basis where the French had conquered
· Family with chef  man was the head of household; stability
· Wife didn’t have separate legal status from husband (who was the citizen)
· Equality/Individualism vs. Republican motherhood/Relational feminism  feminists’ demands
· Equality/individualism – women made the same contributions and should have the same rights
Vs.
· Republican motherhood/relational feminism – women have an important role in society but different  nurturing mothers; *this one won out
· Separate spheres
· Women in domestic sphere; men in public
· IR  separation of home & work
· Class divisions
· Different lifestyles as a result of the IR
· Working class vs. middle class

Bourgeois (Middle Class) Feminism
· At the time, called the “Women Movement”
· Mid-1900s – organizations working for women’s rights
· Educational reform
· Prior, girls were usually educated in the home/boarding school
· Goal of girls’ education were to have the accomplishments to be married  draw; play music
· People made demands for more education
· Increasing dependence on scientific & technical skills
· 2nd Industrial Revolution resulted in insurance companies & banks; secretaries; white-collar positions  barely getting into the middle class
· Needed the prerequisites for secondary education, university
· Demands for more access to university  more institutions founded
· Professional qualifications  women weren’t allowed to get a degree in universities
· Motherhood & marriage
· Trying to gain power as mothers
· Divorce (not legal in Catholic countries; legal in Britain) – women lost custody of children
· Caroline Norton (1808-1877) – English writer, political hostess
· Married young to a husband who was physically & emotionally abusive
· After separating from him, he denied her custody
· Wrote the Natural Claims of a Mother to the Custody of Her Children
· Property – woman’s property became her husband’s once they married
· Access to wages
· 1870 – Married Women’s Property Act
· Feared that if women had access to their own property, they’d start to act like individuals  family would fall apart

Work
· Need for support
· Tradition of unpaid charity work
· Desire to reform working class  contrast in birth rate between urban and middle class
· Social work
· Nursing
· Bourgeois/middle class privilege
· Social welfare & discipline
· Ignorance, not poverty
· Professionalization based on difference

Reforms
· Sex trade – Contagious Disease Acts  allowed gov’t to arrest women for suspected prostitution w/o evidence & check if they had diseases; if they did have diseases, they’d be put in jail
· Josephine Butler – prostitutes weren’t immoral; blamed the inability of bourgeois men to control themselves
· Involved inter-class interaction
· Suffrage – organization for the vote
· Depended on the national context  didn’t matter in Germany b/c they had an authoritarian gov’t
· Britain – most attention
· Started at end of 19th Century but was interrupted by WWI  sometimes seen as a reward for victory in WWI
· 2 wings…
1. Conservative – Millicent Fawcett, perseverance, patients, respectability
2. Radical – Emmeline Pankhurst, if property belonged to man, they had to attack property (e.g. break windows)
· The New Woman
· Sexually emancipated, smoking

Sexual Reform
· Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) – believed that civilization repressed sexual drive; discussion of the unconscious, the inner self; penis envy  important acknowledgement of women’s sexuality
· Victorian women – 19th Century
· Importance of irrational, women’s sexual repression
· Free unions – issue of state and property
· Magnus Hirschfield (1868-1935) – clinical discussions of sexuality; founder of “sexology”
· Included discussion of homosexuality  homosexual was a person born into a 3rd/intermediate sex
· Sexual type instead of sexual acts
· Part of Scientific Humanitarian Committee  gay culture thrived; wanted to repeal Paragraph 175 which criminalized homosexuality in Germany
· Believed scientific understanding would end moral persecution
· Havelock Ellis (1859-1939) – Sexual Inversion (1894), encyclopedia of homosexuality; argued sex was part of nature; should be a matter of scientific investigation, not morality; coined the term “homosexual”
· Oscar Wilde – hardening of attitudes toward homosexuality b/c Wilde was in a relationship w/ a younger man; connection b/w art and homoeroticism

Birth Control
· Drop in birth rate
· National fears
· Cervical cap, sponges, condoms
· Neomalthusianism (Thomas Malthus)


Lecture 8-1

