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[bookmark: _Toc310617238]Class 2 (Sept 15): What is Geography and What is Globalization?
_________________________________________________

Concepts/Terms
· Geography- Knox, Marston, and Nash.
· The study of the spatial organization of human activity and of people’s relationships with their environments The term “organization” points to a broad number of relations including a consideration of economics, culture, politics and other social processes. The word environment should be understood broadly to include a range of different social and physical landscapes and places
· Place – Peter Jackson  
· Place is constructed out of a number of processes and relations that constitute the meaning and physicality of a given locale.
· More narrowly focused on a specific location, albeit with a recognition of the broad relations that constitute that location.
· Ethics and care ‘at a distance’.
· Tied to garment workers, etc. refers to an individual, narrow or specific location of social cultural processes
· Space- Peter Jackson 
· A central concept in geography, used in the form of absolute and relational (cognitive) space 
· Absolute space: fixed, mathematical, and pre- and post-dates human activity.
· Relational space: much like critical perspectives on place, relational space is constituted out a range of processes.
· Relational space includes: spatial practice→ refers to the location in which social and economic activity occurs and in turn how that activity produces space. Representations of space→ the invisible ways in which power is inscribed into space e.g. Quebec language laws, street signs (organize our social lives). And symbolic space→ cultural and symbolic meanings associated with distinct spaces (e.g. Parliament building, CN Tower → claim to history, representation of Toronto. 
· Space is a broader concept than place, which tends to focus on locations whereas there is spatiality to all of our activity.
· Globalization-  Massey 
· Refers to the increasing interconnectedness of our world, at the same time our world may be said to be post-globalized
· However, growing disparities exist in our globalized world
· Political economic and cultural forces drive globalization.
· New communication technologies
· Divisions of labour
· Diffusions of ‘ways of life’
· Key Assumptions 
· There is nothing natural about our social worlds, rather our social words are produced through a range of relationships and processes.
· For example the refugee crisis- about war, politics, racism 
· Nothing natural about climate change 
· Multiple histories and geographies exist and over-layer one another.
· All the people it ties together and their own history. We all have different amounts of privilege 
· Social and cultural difference and inequality are defining features of our world.
· At its best, geography is premised on an ‘integral’ or ‘open’ analysis that identifies a range of determining relations/forces.

Debates
· Why does place matter? 
· Plays a powerful role in defining life chances.
· Privilege, job options, living close to the subway, etc. 
· Provides the settings for people’s daily lives.
· All processes are grounded in some physical location
· Global finance is connected to specific locations in a series of ‘world cities’.
· The particularity of a place affects the character of a range of social, cultural, political, and economic processes.
· The Challenge of Place 
· “If place is really a meeting place then ‘the lived reality of our daily lives’ is far from being localised – in its connections, its sources and resources, and in its repercussions, that ‘daily life’ spreads much wider” (Massey, 2002)
· Take the everyday for granted and think about the spatiality 
· “Where would we draw the line around ‘the grounded reality of the everyday?”
· This is where geography helps, but how so?
· Place matters- it impacts your body→ question of race and income is connected with this topic→ cancer alley alongside the Mississippi river 
· Similar to Sarnia in Canada 
· Uniqueness of Globalization? 
· Perception that globalization is inevitable→ juggernaut, assumed it would be more democratic 
· “We can no more resist the current forces of globalization, than we can resist the force of 	gravity.” Bill Clinton 
· “End of History” Thesis
· Political economic life is converging on a capitalist future.
· Driven by economic processes including the spread of corporations and finance.
· Assumption that the distinctiveness of place is being erased by forces of globalization

· Conclusions 
· Place is constructed out of a number of processes and relations that constitute the meaning and physicality of a given locale.
· Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness of our world.
· However, growing disparities exist in our globalized world.
· Political economic and cultural forces drive globalization.
· Globalization as we currently know it builds on a long history of political economic and cultural processes.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Authors: Peter Jackson, and Doreen Massey
Key Words: Place and globalization
Key Concepts: 
· Human activity is always spatial 
· There is nothing natural about our social worlds, rather our social words are produced through a range of relationships and processes
· Social and cultural difference and inequality are defining features of our world.
Place
· A ‘place’ is often assumed to be a discreet entity like a park, neighbourhood or campus.
· Places are subject to change. For example, Scarborough and other suburbs used to be mainly Caucasians, but now they are some of the most diverse places in the world
· all processes are rooted in a physical location
· place matters because it plays a powerful role in defining life chances and provides the settings for people’s daily lives
· The particularity of a place affects the character of a range of social, cultural, political, and economic processes.

Geographical Imagination
· Emphasizes the interdependence of both places and processes at different scales.
· Fosters an understanding of the political, economic and cultural processes that define our world-system and the relationship of different regions to one another.
· Allows us to understand the relationship between ‘place’ and social and cultural difference

Globalization
· political economic life is converging on a capitalistic future
· growing disparities exist in our globalized world
· perception that globalization is inevitable “we can no more resist the current forces of globalization than we can resist the force of gravity.” Bill Clinton
· emerging communication technologies, new corporate strategies
· Some forces behind globalization are; new international divisions of labour, internalization of finance, new technology systems, homogenization of consumer markets emergence of global governance organizations 

History of Globalization
· The world has always been global (slave trade, colonization etc.)
· Since WWII: rise of new global governance, rise of US imperialism, demise of Soviet Union, reassertion of regional identities in the face of cultural globalization and American imperialism
· Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness of our world. However, growing disparities exist, political economic and cultural forces drive globalization

Definition of Geography: “The study of the spatial organization of human activity and of people’s relationships with their environments.”  (Knox, Marston and Nash, 2010; 4)
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_________________________________________________

Space
· Is something broader than place
· Absolute Space: is mathematical, fixed
· Relational Space: constituted out of a range of processes
· Spatial Practice: locations where social and economic activity takes place and how the activity produces space
· Representations of Space: Invisible ways in which power is inscribed In space
· Symbolic Space: Cultural/Symbolic meanings associated with certain spaces	

Colonialism: Involves the establishment and maintenance of political and legal domination by a state over a separate society
· Physical settlement of people form the colonizing state

Imperialism: The extensions of power of a nation through direct or indirect control of the economic, political, cultural and environmental life of other territories 

Two Phases of European Colonialism 

Phase 1: From exploration to the late 18th Century
· Long distance trade / Unequal Trade
· Limited Settlements
· European Domination

Phase 2: Since Late 18th Century
· Mass settlement of Europeans
· Systematic displacement of Aboriginals
· Extinction of Aboriginal groups 

** This still exists today for example, The Franklin Discovery**

Aboriginal Societies Before & After Colonialism 

Before
· Defined by Kinship, extended families are key for production of goods
· Egalitarian social structure-Division of labour doesn’t lead to formation of different classes
· Communal Ownership of property—private property didn’t exist
· Family lineages an decisions made by women—matriarchal society

After
· Trade dependence
· Formation of semi-structures inequalities
· Displacement and dispersal of groups
· Extinction (by disease, warfare etc) 

Important Authors/ Quotes

Bobiwash- Toronto has a Global and Contested History 

“For aboriginal people living in the Toronto area there is a long history of native occupation which Toronto’s modern towers of concrete and steel may obscure but not eradicate” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Aboriginal settlements existed for about 11 000 years
Temporary settlements for hunting, gathering, trade, etc.
Agricultural villages existed 1000 years ago
 
Aboriginal societies
Maternal societies (family lineage and decisions shaped by women)
Individual ownership didn’t exist
Egalitarian social structure
Defined by ‘kinship mode of production’: everything shared among extended family
Affluence society (lots of leisure time, cultural development, resources)
Evidence that there was trade with people at the ends of north America
Toronto was a site of trade before European contact
 
Imperialism: the extent of the power of a nation through direct/indirect control of the economic, political, cultural, and environmental life of other territories
 
Colonialism:
Involves the establishment of political/legal domination by a state over another society
Physical settlement of people from the colonizing state
 
Imperialism and colonization represent two global processes
 
Two Phases of European Colonization
Phase 1: from exploration to late 18th century
Expeditions by Europeans, long-distance trade, limited settlement
European domination accompanied by unequal trade and diplomatic relations with indigenous groups
Phase 2: after late 18th century
Industrial capitalism from the UK
Lots of settlement, land used as a commodity
Systematic displacement of aboriginals
 
Impacts on Aboriginal societies
Trade dependence
Semi-structured inequalities (class, gender, race)
Displacement of Aboriginal groups
Extinction (by expulsion, disease, etc.)
Colonial segregation and dependency
 
Colonial Settlement
Settlement via private ownership
Treaties and maps indicating control over territory
Production controlled by forts and settlement
 
Spatial Practices in North America
Great plains opened up for economic activity and settlement
Upper Canada wanted more settlers and development of lumber trade
Trans-Atlantic migration comes to define Canada
 
Symbolic Space
Europeans see nature as bountiful, abundant
Europeans also see nature as hostile, wild
European racism: distinction between civilization and savagery led them to treat Aboriginal people as part of nature: noble and savage, super-human and wild
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Concepts/Terms
•	Scale
•	World Systems Theory
•	Development
•	Uneven development
•	Structural Adjustment Programs

Readings
Foster, J.B. (1992) ‘Introduction, ’ (Columbus and the New World Order, 1492- 1992), Monthly Review, 44(3): 1-8. Frank, A. (1989) ‘The Development of Underdevelopment,’ Monthly Review, 41(2): 37.


1.	Scale (Peter Jackson Reading)
“The general concept that there are various scales of analysis (local, regional, national, global), that they are linked and that processes operating at one scale can have significance at other scales,” Knox, Marston and Nash 

· Hierarchy of scale: the body, the local, the regional, the national, the international, the global
· Political institutions are often scaled (local, provincial, national, global) but also exceed these scales
· Both capital and resistance movements can “jump-scale”
· Allows us to zoom our analysis ‘in’ and ‘out’
· “Think Globally, Act Locally”

2.	World Systems Theory 
An interdependent system of countries linked by economic and political competition
a) Scaled – Global North – Global South, Urban – Rural
b) Core regions
c) Regions that dominate trade, control the most advanced technologies, and have high levels of productivity within diversified economies
d) Peripheral Regions
e) Regions with dependent and disadvantageous trading relationships, resource- and staple based, and narrow and export oriented economies

3.	Development
“Development usually means raising the living standards of the world’s poorest countries and, so, reducing disparities between countries in the world.” Malinowski and Kaplan
· viewed as a function of progress

4.	Uneven development 
The single most important feature of development is that it is uneven.
The Reasons:
a. Urban-rural and international divides (consider debt)
b. Low-waged and non-unionized labour markets
c. Disparities in political power and environmental standards
d. Histories of colonialism and imperialism

5.	Structural Adjustment Programs
States are able to restructure their debts and payments if they agree to restructure their economy and government
· Budget cuts
· Labour flexibility reforms
· Privatization 

Debates:
· Is even development possible?
· No, always going to have greedy people
· “willed power”
· depends on measure of development 
· tends to be very Eurocentric 
· People are ignorant about historical and political realities
· You must understand all the European pillars in order to realize that not every state has the resources to develop the way Europe has 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Scale- hierarchy of scale 
· Political intuitions are often scaled but can exceed these scales
· We can analyze scale globally and locally because resistance movements and capital can move scale
World system theory (Wallerstein)
· Compares world system to an organism, emerged from capitalism and European colonization 
Different regions
· Core-more developed nation, dominate trade control advanced technology and diverse economies
· Peripheral- dependant on disadvantaged trade relations, export oriented 
Development- emphasis on rising living standards of poorest countries, reducing disparities, viewed as a function of progress 
Eurocentrism- assumption that underdeveloped countries should follow Europe’s path of development 
Uneven development- development is uneven because of 
· Urban and rural divide 
· Low wages and non-unionized labour
· History of colonialism and imperialism 
· Disparities in political power and environmental standards 

The debt crisis
· Oil produces countries raised the price of oil
· Devalued the us currency in late 1960s
· Money was deposited in western banks and lent for the “third world”
· Prices for exports in developing countries decreased 
· The rise of oil prices and interest rates change global processes.
Odious and illegitimate debt
· Government uses money for personal reasons or to oppress people.
Structure adjustment programs
· states are able to restructure debt if they agree to restructure economy and government

Debt forgiveness (Jubilee campaign)
· Cancel odious debt with the blame on the creditors





[bookmark: _Toc310617241]Class 5 (Oct 6): The Endurance of Colonialism and Colonial Imaginaries
_________________________________________________

Concepts/Themes:

Eurocentrism – perception that Europe as a culture and race is superior to all others. 
· “Attribution of universal significance and value to the cultural phenomenon of ‘western civilization’ and western civilization only”

Orientalism – Different narratives about what it means to be an “orient”
· Disparities between the west and the orient
· West is considered civilized, East is considered barbaric

In short Orientalism as a Western style for dominating, restructuring, and having authority over the Orient

Eurocentrism and Orientalism as discourses and practices have structured and legitimized historical and ongoing colonial relationships and forms of racism.

Underdevelopment – Ex. Haitian history.  Were not able to grow sufficiently because their immense debt owed to France hampered their ability to invest in infrastructure & education etc.

Power -  Money determines who has ability to influence decisions
France loaded Haiti with debt, and majority of Haiti’ s budget went towards their loan from France.  

Key Terms:
· Structural Adjustment Programs (Haiti) - States are able to restructure their debts and payments if they agree to restructure their economy and government. (privatization, subsidies, tax cuts, tax increases, budget cuts etc.)

Authors:
· Edward Said 
· Peter Hallward (Haiti)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Theme: colonialism
Concepts 
Eurocentrism – perception that Europe as a ‘culture’ and ‘race’ is superior to all others 
· Expect other cultures and religions to conform into their way of life 
Orientalism – discussed and analysed as corporate institution for dealing with the Orient – dealing with it by making statements about it, authorizing views of it, describing it, by teaching it, settling it, ruling over it
· West vs. orient 
Neoliberalism – belief in the free market, free trade and individual liberty
Haitian Revolution
· Militarism in Haiti - threat of Haiti (revolution) and support for Left wing policies justified military invasion in 2004 and again in aftermath of Haitian earthquake
Capitalist exploitation and inequality of nations 
· Decolonialization - slave revolt, independent states 

Debates
· Orientalism – the way that the world is developed and ‘behave’ is different from the West and the ‘Orient’ (East) 
· Barbaric Cultural Practices – conservatives wanting women to stop wearing niqabs; can take away citizenship if they don’t unveil themselves 

Authors
· Edward Said and Clash of Ignorance
· can’t separate the ‘west’ and ‘Islam’ because they are so integrated with each other 
· we judge Islamic culture but forget to look at ourselves (west) 
· Peter Hallward and Option Zero in Haiti
· political history of Haiti 
· colonialism in Haiti 





[bookmark: _Toc310617242]Class 7 (Oct 27): Global Crisis and Political Economy
_________________________________________________

Concept/themes:
· Financialization: 
involves the increasing profits realized through financial challenges such as stock markets, investment, bonds currency trading etc. 
· Sub-prime mortgage: 
banks loan out mortgages to people who clearly can’t afford to make fixed payment, such as poor and racialized communities. When they failed to repay their debt, their houses got taken away, and the mortgage-backed securities were affected by it, and they eventually imploded and threatened the global economy. 
· Housing: 
Housing increasingly has become a financial asset rather than a use-value. Such that people purchases houses with expectation for their value to appreciate, and sell them to make profit, instead of purchasing houses to live in. 

Debate:
· People can argue that it was the banks’ fault for loaning out money to poor people who can’t afford to pay back the debt. 
· Banks and other financial institutions can argue that people shouldn’t be purchasing things they can’t afford, such as houses. 

Authors: 
· Mann, G (2013) ‘From the rise of finance to the subprime crisis’
· Harvey, D (2010) ‘RSA Animate – Crises of Capitalism’

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Subprime crisis – hundreds of thousands of people lost their home in 2007 because they couldn’t pay the mortgage; sold bad mortgages because they were found in minority groups/areas 
· Mortgage was so unregulated because of Alan Greenspan and banks didn’t care about the mortgages
· People buying homes do not know what are in the mortgage documents; a lot of elaborate details that people don’t usually understand it 
· Biggest economic crisis since 1930s 
· People who issue mortgages have a full profile of you; know everything about you and make judgment call
· If you were white, the bank new that you would pay it back; if you were of colour, they would know you wouldn’t be able to pay it back; who got bailed out? 
· Banks received billions of dollars from these mortgages; banks were bailed out 

Finance – retail and investment banking, investment advice, accounting, stock brokers, tax services, mortgage industry, etc. 
· finding ways to use money to make money by investing and gambling 
· 8% of GDP in US is related to financial services; 40% of corporates profit related to finance 
· almost 1 in 10 dollars are going through financial services
· increasingly firms are highly leveraged and invest little in actual capital formations (plants, training, research, innovation) 
· growing importance of institutions are outside democratic control (stocks, central banks) 
· bond rating agency – non government organization that rates bond for the government 
Predatory sub-prime mortgages targeted poor and racialized communities, which then were turned into mortgage-backed securities that eventually imploded and threatened the global economy.
· This led to mass foreclosures

Financialization and Global Flows 
· extension of massive loans from China, and Asia to United States
· China basically owns the United States; China needs US to consume all their exports 
· US dollar has so much power because everyone uses it; uses US dollar to buy and sell everything, global currency 
· No one wants to challenge the currency
· Financialization of global economy and crisis displacement and management 
· Economy becomes increasingly defined by acute booms and busts driven by intensive speculative investments and financial crises 
· Can destroy an economy and currency, but still make money from it
· Devalue the currency and buy it when it’s cheap; you try to sell your Canadian dollars for a different currency 
· Currency can lose 100% of their value because it gets devalued 
· “The increased role of finance in overall economic activity and the increased proportion of profits that are realized via financial channels are the two main empirical indicators of a process call finacializaiton.” (Mann 155)
· Our world is becoming governed by finance; people in financial services hold the power 
· Post World War era power was in the manufacturing industry; shift to finance holding power and manufacturing power lowering 
· Increasing importance of financial motives, markets, actors and institutions is shaping and operating economies and states 
· Type of capitalist accumulation in which profits realized through financial channels even for non financial firms 
· Refers to how everyday life comes to be defined by financialized logics and norms 

Path to Financialization
Profits generated in manufacturing sectors through 1960-1970 leading firms to look elsewhere for profit
· Eg. General Motors does not make as much money from manufacturing, they make most money from financial sectors
· In response to regulatory control of finance, off-shore financial institutions were developed and Euro-dollar market emerged; capital escapes the state 
· Finance becomes deregulated as state seek to attract finance capital 
· Financial innovation takes hold, entailing development of things such as ‘securities’ and money markets
· Emphasis on monetary policy and protecting money against inflation 
· Central bank and government become concerned with their currency (do not want to be devalued or overinflated) 
· Inflation – increase in prices and fall in purchasing value of money 
· Can buy less and less every year with the $10 you have 
· Central banks essentially control inflation 

Subprime Mortgages 
Does not refer to interest rate; refers to borrowers
· Subprime – borrowers with poor credit history 
· Normal mortgages typically include down payment and a five year interest rate 
· All the loans were pushed out to people that were not prime borrowers; people not able to pay back their mortgage 
· If you’re a subprime borrower, there are more risks; increased interest rates in the future; small down payment + lower ‘teaser rate’ (increases after 2 years) 
· They start with teaser rates → a low interest rate, which keeps low initial payments and makes it easier for applicants to qualify. 
· Interest rate increases and you’re not able to pay your mortgage; end up selling/foreclose homes 
· Sudden foreclosing of homes = devalue in homes because no one could pay for it 
3 Features:
1. Borrower bears risk of rising interest rates and is subject to ‘reset rates’ after teaser period 
2. Borrowers face steep increases in mortgage payments which quickly become unaffordable and result in bankruptcy, sale of house or refinancing of mortgage 
3. Rising house prices can cover escalating costs but decline in housing prices mean value of homes are lower than amount owed on properties 

Mortgage-Backed Securities 
Securitization – process which flows of funds (monthly mortgage payments) turned into transferable assets 
· Collection of assets become purchased and sold by investors in financial markets and purchased by various investors (eg. pension funds)
· If mortgages are paid, bundle mortgages held as investments produce large return unless borrower’s default 
· Securities can be held, sold or become assets against where more money can be borrowed and re-invested
· Higher risk associated with security, higher yield that is promised to investor
· Securities in lead up to crisis then further pooled and restructured into collateralized debt obligations (bigger pool of securities)
· Selling mortgage backed securities = risk ‘spread-out’
· Creates accumulation of risks as prime and subprime mortgages pooled together 
· Easy to forget many mortgage backed-securities were composed of subprime mortgages (not repaid)
· Whole system based on low default rates and rising housing prices (neither occurred)
· Subprime mortgage defaults began to rise in 2007
· Lenders, financial institutions and larger holders of securities were left holding assets with little value or revenue
· Security issuers had to sell to pay people who purchased assets, but sales drove prices down further
· Major US/UJ investment banks going bankrupt and governments provided massive bailout to rescue banks but not homeowners
· Mortgage-baked securities also insured in case asset didn’t produce expected returns (generalized risk but also fallout) because financial organizations and insurance companies failed

The Crisis: Effects
· Millions of people lost homes and/or owed substantially more than what houses worth
· Financial system crippled by credit crunch
· Debt of all sorts (state, corporate, personal) continued to soar and rates of unemployment remained stubbornly high (jobless recovery)
· Emphasis on state austerity driven by the same financial and credit-rating agencies that created crisis





[bookmark: _Toc310617243]Class 8 (Nov 3): Geographies of Work and the Body
_________________________________________________

Concepts/ Themes 
Commodity 
· An article of trade or commerce, something useful and can be bought, sold or traded. 
· Commodities embodies history and geography of social relations (e.g. labor) 
· Certain commodities are visible or invisible, illegal or legal 
· They can either be consumed or produced 
· Help us narrate our identity 
· Commodity must be understood geographically and historically 

International Divisions of Labour 
· Specialization of different people, regions, or countries in particular kinds of economic activity, it can varied internationally 
· It emerged from colonialism and emergence of capitalism 

The “Body” 
· The most basic scale
· Our bodies are sites where we experience racism, they are social relationships we experienced through our body 
· They are all experienced through our bodies in different many ways (<- racism), judged by certain bodies
· Bodies are fundamentally global (e.g. clothes we wear) 
· Body articulates with global processes 
· We use our body in many fundamentally ways; for example If you’re a activist, you use your body in a way to send a message or protest 
· Bodies appear in and out of place; gender, class, workplace

Fashion and Consumption 
· Fashion and consumption comes to define social identities 
· Fashion involves a chains of sourcing, production, supply and consumption span, unite and divide every imaginable geographical scale
Author: Louise Crewe 

Debates 
· Trying to understand the process of commodities 
· Ethnical issues relating to productions and manufactures of the fashion industry (e.g. worker’s rights, wages, work environment) 
· The emergence of labor in countries such as Mexico, South East Asia, Bangladesh 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Readings:
1. Ugly Beautiful? Counting the Cost of the Global Fashion Industry – Louise Crewe
2. The Great Leap Forward – Bill McKibben
Debates:
· Is there a neoliberal influence on the international divisions of labour?
· Ethical and Just Fashion?  Supporting brands with ethical production for worker’s rights 
Concepts:
· Geographies of Fashion
· Crewe
· Fashion is one of the most  global and intimate commodities
· Reveals processes of inequality and formation of identities (Ex. Garment Workers)
· International Division of Labour
· Marston, Knox, and Nash
· Specialization of different people, regions or countries in particular kinds of economic activity.
· International divisions of labour emerged w/ colonialism and capitalism
· Colonial economies specialized towards core countries
· Economic and Cultural activities increasingly international leading to massive growth in global trade
· Outsourcing to ‘peripheral countries’
· Exploiting cheap international labor
· Internationalization and Specialization of Finance
· “World Cities” (Globalization)
· Complex Supply Chains  Poor workplace conditions
· The Body
· Most basic scale (geographically)
· Boundaries of the body are more fluid than assumed
· Biological and Social phenomenon
· Two Fold Character
1. A site of lived, active, practice
2. Is acted upon and is inscribed
· Site of power and social distinction
· Central to process where dominant cultures emerge from
· Site of Resistance
· Bodies can transgress boundaries (Ex. LGBT community)
· Carnival- form of anti-colonial politics at body level
· Body and Identity
· Crewe: clothing choices are means of identification and materializing the self
· Fashion is no less than ‘personhood in aesthetic form’
· Gender, Race, Sexuality
· Body Image Ideals (Models vs Reality)


[bookmark: _Toc310617244]Class 9 (Nov 10): Globalizing Food
_________________________________________________

Concepts/themes
· Globalized Food system
· •	“The world food economy is characterized by an increasingly global market for food, with more and more of it travelling through global production, trade, and processing supply chains, influenced by a myriad of international economic and political forces.” Clapp
· •	Industrialization: technologically and capital intensive food production undertaken on a massive scale.
· •	Trade Liberalization: reduction in agricultural tariffs that had traditionally limited the globalization of food.
· •	Financializing Food: global speculation on food prices.
· Governance: refers to the ensemble of relations and processes through which everyday life, the economy, civil-society, the state and our relations to the environment and regulated and contested.
· •	Neoliberalism in food Globalization
· •	Structural Adjustment Programs 
· •	Lower tariffs on imports, which undercut domestic agricultural industries.
· •	Food as a commodity 
· •	Market governance and transnational organizations such as the IMF, World Bank and World Trade Organization.
· •	Local vs Global food. Individualistic approaches (division of wealth, people who could afford local are pro neoliberal and people who cannot afford are not able to support overall concept of neoliberalism; therefore rely on globalized food)
· Migrant Workers
· •	EL Contrato (video)
· •	Unjust treatment and poor working conditions 
· •	Debates (arguments)
· The Globalized Food system pros and cons
· PROS
· Access to variety of food
· Developing countries
· Access to global food + aid
· Cultural, people use foods included in culture
· CONS
· Dependence on corporate inputs
· Increase in obesity
· Food quality decrease
· Decrease in nutrition
· Pesticides, GMO etc ----- potential health risk
· Food transportation
· Greenhouse gases

Authors
· Clapp - Unpacking the World Food Economy
· Lee - El Contrato
· Paquet

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Required readings
1. Clapp, J. (2012) ‘Unpacking the World Food Economy,’ In: Food, Cambridge: Polity Press, 1-23.
2. Lee, M.S. (2003) El Contrato, National Film Board. Available at: https://www.nfb.ca/film/el_contrato
+ Vincenzo Pietropaolo – Video on commodity and distance.

Concepts/Themes
· Governance refers to the ensemble of relations and processes through which everyday life, the economy, civil-society, the state and our relations to the environment are regulated and contested.
· Outsourcing – Pushing manufacturing to undeveloped countries for cheap labour and capital gain.
· Distance: 
· Physical distance – “Food miles”, how far our food actually travels before getting to our tables.
· Cognitive Distance – A lack in knowledge of where our food comes from, the production systems in place to produce the food, and the consequences of those processes.
· History of food globalization dates back to colonial times, with the exploit of the slave trade to produce and export sugar, coffee, tea and spices. This created the trades routes and connections between countries and states relying on each other for these commodities.
· Industrialization of food production created a surplus that pushed the exports of abundance onto the undeveloped countries creating more of a dependence on those exports, and supressing their own food security. Example is the Green Revolution of the 1960’s
· Neoliberal Movement creates Structural Adjustment programs which lowers tariffs and lowers import tax, cuts funding to government services to try and create more money.
· Corporatization of Food production through the development of GMO’s, fertilizers, and hybrid seeds. Also moves to include animal’s not just plants.
· Financialization of food causes to become distant from us, not seen as a necessity but as an asset to be traded. This causes great fluctuation in price because of market access and availability of food stuff.
· Commodification of food has three affect: Commodification, inequalities in access, and ecological fragility. 
· Labour then becomes a focus – wanting cheap wages and hard workers. Exploiting there need for work they are forced to work long hours, in dangerous conditions and most often encouraging migrant workers to come from developing countries to work.
· Alternative food movement – fair trade and direct trade. Big push for food sovereignty – being able to feed yourself out side of the “Food Economy”

Debates
Governance – controls systems, makes policies and regulations Vs. Government – rule country, provide services for corporations, rule the people

Authors/Readings
Clapp 
· Industrialization of food production – due to end of WWII
· Trade Liberalization by removing tariffs and regulations of exports and imports in undeveloped countries.
· Financializing of food, making food a commodity and not a basic human need.
Lee
· Contracted migrant workers
· No unions or regulations to protect them
· Extremely low wages
· Below par living conditions
· Hazardous working conditions
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Concepts
Commodifying food
· Increased access to food via market transaction
· Growing distances between food production and consumption
· Increased asymmetry and volatility (food determines status)
· Increased ecological fragility

Agricultural Labour
· Unfair treatment of migrant workers through poor work conditions which stem from a lack of regulations
· Migrant workers are employed by bilateral agreements
· Permanent transience

Politics of Agricultural labour
· Labourers risk deportation which is why they can be exploited
· Not viewed as citizens and not allowed to unionize
· Viewed strictly as labour workers
· This problem requires legislation to make labour more equitable

Alternative food movements
· Fair trade
· Shorten the distance between producer and consumer
· Urban food production
· Direct and decentralized production (i.e. community gardens)
· Food sovereignty
· Right to control food production
· Leads to self reliance and sustainability

Migration
· Long distance movement of people to new location
· Rates are at an all time high
· Two types of migration are:
· Forced migration
· Voluntary migration
· We are taking in less refugees than we are taking right now

Migration: Critical Perspectives
· Migration is connected to the history of nation-state formation, constructed borders and territorializing of identities and rights
· Underdevelopment is the key motivator of migration
· Nations often give people their identities
· Nation states are defined by the identification and exclusion of other states
· Many forms of migration are defined by vulnerability and precariousness
· Race, religion, gender and class determine who can migrate where


Authors
Author on scale (Peter Jackson)
Author on colonialism ()
Authors on migration (Marfleet and Hanieh)
Video “Never Home”?


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

· Migration- A long distance move to a new location
· Immigration 
· Emigration
· Internal/international 
· • Voluntary- By choice 
· Opportunities for education or employment 
· • Involuntary- Forced 
· Environmental disasters, War, Terrorism
· • On the Middle East: “the legacy of European colonialism and its abrupt re-ordering of the region into nation-states, the focused interest of imperial and neo-imperial powers in energy resources, and a recent history of powerful external politico-military interventions.  The outcome is a complex pattern of multiple migrations, including mass displacements within and across borders.”
· Example: military intervention in the Iraq war- Primary reason for going into war was to gather resources (oil) 
· How this sparked the migration amongst the locals because they felt threatened
· Migrant farm workers no rights 
· Migrant workers risk deportation should they protest the conditions of their labour
· Migrants are wanted as laborers but not as citizens.
· Farm workers in Canada are not legally allowed to unionize
· Fair trade system attempts to shorten distance between producer and consumers
· Uneven development/exposure are key drivers of migration
· People who are forced to move are seen as dangerous/ different because of their race, gender etc.
· Assumed to be a threat because of how media portrays their home country
· Because of this, it is “fair” to impose different laws on migrants
· Canadian migrants have been jailed due to non-substantial reasons 
· Migration and rights
· Different legal/civil rights are closely connected with citizenship and “legal” types of immigration 
· Migration increasing because:
· War, climate change, economic depression, different forms of minority racism 
· What we can do about The Migration Crises
· Question boarders
· Who do they serve? Why? 
· Uphold migrant/ refugee rights

Discussion Questions 
· What do you think is a good way to handle the current migration crises? 
· Consider inequality (Syria) 
· Consider the lack of rights the refugees have
· Consider how space and place are relevant? 
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Climate change: key concepts:
Climate change is a major issue that plagues Earth because of Human interactions in the environment. Climate change causes many changes that harm our environment and will lead to dire consequences.
 	Issues that occur because of climate change would include the excessive heating of our environment. For instance, our atmosphere is a crucial component of Earth’s life, composed of a mixture of gases around Earth. We as humans, are polluting the atmosphere by releasing greenhouse gases (Carbon dioxide, methane, etc.) that are trapped in our atmosphere, thus trapping and raising temperatures all over Earth. With the increase of industrialization and the prevalent dispersions of emissions from things like cars and factories, more harmful gases are released into the atmosphere and the Earth will continue to increase in temperature.
	Overtime, more heat will be released to atmosphere and causing consequences to our environment. For instance, as temperatures have been steadily increasing, the polar ice caps (Ice bergs in The north pole and Antarctica) have been melting and increasing water levels in the oceans. This also includes other consequences such as the loss of life and biodiversity as habitats are changed, changes and more volatile weather effects, like droughts (like the one in California) and climate induced migrations.
Capitalism and its involvement in climate change:
	The root of issues involving climate change is focused on one main point: consumption and our political economic systems.
With climate change, we often see uneven extraction, distribution and consumption for forms of energy, like fossil fuels that directly lead to more emissions. 
A good portion comes from emissions of these fuels and this due to capitalism because the government and politics have favored:
“pro – oil” regulations such as tax breaks to oil companies and a strong lobby of corporations and organizations that support the use and the market around these oil companies.

Carbon offsets:
· Compensating and redistributing the emissions in different areas. 
· Companies and governments work to reduce the offsets and de – carbonize energy consumption and industry.
· The Kyoto protocol is one way countries are reducing CO2 emissions, agreeing to reduce carbon emissions within their country.

Carbon colonialism:
· The idea that by using “offsets” they can continue emitting more carbon dioxide in other countries like South Africa.
· Reduced emissions and responsibility for historic emissions.
Climate justice:
· When we look at the emissions of greenhouse gases from different countries, unsurprisingly it is not equal.  Many of the countries that do not emit as much greenhouse gases are often forced to also deal with the problems that come from the emission of these gases.
· This brings us to the point about Climate debt.
· When we talk about climate debt, we refer to how wealthy countries and corporations often emit a huge portion of the pollution, meaning therefore they are often the biggest part of the problem. This means that poorer countries are not responsible for these issues, often have no choice but to face the consequences for something they did not cause. Therefore, climate debt is the repayment of the poorer countries due to the issues of climate change inflicted on them by the richer, more responsible countries.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Climate Change driven by social relations to nature and the constant metabolism of carbon
· Often anthropogenic causes, which is human cause
· Food production, resources, ecosystem, agriculture are in peril because of climate change

Climate change and capitalism
· Big corporate fossil fuel industries benefit from producing large emissions. They make billions from producing carbon emissions because they are from fossil fuel industries.
· While these corporate businesses make their billions form emitting carbon, many third world countries are suffering from the effects. 

Klein on Climate Justice:
· Indigenous, poor and marginalized communities often suffer greater effects of climate change.
· extractive mindset which leads to extraction of natural resource and burning fossil fuel products is what the climate crisis calls into question

Climate Debt:
· everyone has an obligation to space
· wealthy countries and corporations have made excessive demands on climate, such as emitting a significant amount of emissions for profit and economic success 

Change Policies 
Finding a collective solution in order to solve this issue 
Finding cleaner energy alternative such as, buying a electric car, using solar energy, planting more trees, and etc.


Readings:
Carbon Offset 
Focuses on carbon emissions globally 
Variety of scales to which climate change affects
Carbon emissions are anthropogenic  

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
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