Alexander the Great
· Son of King Phillip II of Macedon-Greece.
· Conquered vast amounts of land from Egypt to Persia and then to India. 
· Used a portion of the Achaemenid's royal road to conquer its territories (precisely, the city of Susa).  
· To unify his large empire, Alexander tried to create a new royal class by marrying off his officers to royal local women
· Alexander's great conquest led to the Hellenistic age which consisted of the spread of Greek culture beyond its local boundaries
· ^ it facilitated trade and people, and inadvertently, so did cultures and beliefs
· His self named capital, Alexandria, one of the first megalopolis of its time as wealth flowed through the city due to its very large trade port
· Even after his death, Greek culture spread all across his conquered lands and became a trait of the higher educated and wealthy class as it joined the various cultures and beliefs throughout the lands
· 'Mediterranean-style urban society' through Bactria all the way to India - most commonly used language of the Hellenistic Empire = Greek
· created an integrated world along the Mediterranean basin where distant lands stimulated commercial and cultural interaction between one another and where philosophy, literature, and science flourished throughout the Empire. 

Parthians
· One of the 3 Persian empires before the Roman conquest of Persia. 
· Based in Iran but spread into Mesopotamia 
· non centralized government. A federation of local leaders who met during councils to determine policies of its lands
· Developed the Parthian heavy cavalry which enabled riders to wear stronger and heavier protection to fight against nomadic invaders  
· Validated their conquests and rule  as restorers of Persian tradition
· Empire collapsed due to internal rebellions and external pressure from the Roman empire
· represents a very typical rise and fall of an unsustainable empires

Sasanid
· claimed direct descent from Achaemenid royalty to validate rule
· introduced cultivation of new crops in the Iranian region of the empire (rice, sugarcane, citrus fruits, eggplant and cotton)
· Persian administrative techniques and cultural beliefs and values lived even beyond the existence of its empires after the its conquest by the Islamic empire. It also helped shape the Islamic culture
· very active merchant trading throughout empire between different regions within and beyond its borders
· Developed irrigation system called "qanat" which enabled the agriculture in areas where one might not be able to do so otherwise.



Darius
· Considered one of the greatest Persian emperors of the classical age. 
· Built the biggest empire the world had ever seen. 
· conquered all the way to the South Eastern side of Europe and the North Western side of India. 
· His territory touched all great seas between the Western India and Eastern Europe.
· More important as an administrator though.
· Centralized Persian government in the newly built city of Persepolis.
· Fine balance between local and central governmental power.
· Satraps were Persian governors of the 23 satrapies that divided and collectively represented the Achaemenid empire.  
· Yet, each satrapy had its local ruler
· To discourage disloyalty, Darius appointed a contingency of military officers, tax collectors and imperial spies to check up on the satraps actions
· Institutionalized and regularized taxation, currency and laws. These were all slightly variable from one satrap to another as to suit the necessities of each one.
· Construction of the Persian Royal Roads that enabled the safe travels of armies, couriers, administrators and merchants from one end of the empire to the other.
· ^ facilitated trade, communication and integrity.
· Construction of qanat providing greater yield and hence, sustaining a larger population.

Satrap
· Appointed governor of Persian provinces of the Achaemenid Empire during Dariu's rule.
· A model of government that the Sassanid and Hellenistic Empires would emulate later on.
· Made sure that governed land was safe by utilizing its personal army that would also check up on the ruler himself as to discourage independency from the Persian king.

Xerxes


Confucianism
· One of 3 schools of thought that sought to bring peace during the period of the Warring States.
· Introduced by the scholar Kong Fuzi, known as Confucius in English.
· A compilation of his sayings and teachings were written in the book Analects created by his pupils.
· Fundamentally, social and political harmony were the products of proper ordering of human relationships
· It did not deal with issues of religion and of obscure and complex philosophy as he believed that these would not help to solve the pressing problems at hand. 
· It favoured a bureaucracy of intellectually and morally strong individuals known as junzi.
· It believed that the study of traditional Zhou dynasty works were essential to understanding and resolving today's issues.
· Consequently, these works became part of traditional Chinese education for over 2000 years and were essential to attaining a governmental post.
· It valued ren, benevolence, li, courtesy towards an elder, and xiao, respect towards the family's parents and elders. 
· These 3 qualities were supposed to give an individual self-control and power to lead others by example. 
· 2 strains emerged from Confucianism as it lent itself very flexibly to interpretation
· ^ Mencius thought: emphasizing ren. Very optimistic view of human nature
· ^ And, Xunzi though: emphasizing li as he held a very pessimistic view of human nature.
· All held the belief that human nature could become better and that high education and morals led to a better life for oneself and others.
· All school of thought that is still highly valued in contemporary China.

Qin Shihuangdi
· Decreed himself First Emperor of China (Qin dynasty).
· established centralized imperial government 
· Ignored the nobility and centralized his bureaucracy in his capital, Xianyang.
· Attempted to eliminate all inner threats by dismantling regional armies and destroying possible fortresses of resistance.
· Also ordered the linkage of a set of small walls to the North West of China in to a large wall known as the Great Wall of China to defend against nomadic invaders.
· Built long extensive routes throughout the empire to facilitate trade and communication.
· Suppressed all critics of the empire, including scholars and their books.
· Standardized laws, currencies, weights, measures, and script to help unify the empire. 
· To sum, he established political and cultural unity of the Chinese empire that would hold its mould for centuries to afterwards. 
· Terra-cotta warriors

Xiongnu
· The Xiongnu was large empire located in current day Mongolia. Its people often raided northern Chinese villages and left just as quickly. 
· They became a constant posing threat to the Chinese empire as the Xiongnu were nomadic people who did not have settlements to protect and could therefore disperse with ease if necessary.   
· During the reign of Maodun (210-174B.C.E.), the Xiongnu military became very obedient as they became accustomed to following every command of its leader. 
· Renowned for their expertise in horseback riding

Kushan Empire
· Part of the many nomadic groups from central Asia who attacked Bactria and eventually put an end to the Indo-Greek kingdom in the late second century BCE.
· Of that group, the Kushans held most of Northern India and central Asia from about 1 to 300BCE. 
· Kanishka, the Kushans greatest ruler, reigned from 78 to 103 CE and had included during his reign: modern day Pakistan, Afghanistan, Northern India and the central Ganges Valley. 
· They facilitated commerce and safety along the Silk Road as they were located between India and Persia. 
· The networks formed through these extensive trade routes enabled the Kushans to be cultural intermediaries.
· Patronized artist who would form the core movement of early Buddhist art known as Gandhara.

Gandhara
· Reaching its golden age during its patronization by the Kushan empire. 
· A very early form of Buddhist art 
 
Carthage
· Dominant power in the Mediterranean during the third and fourth century BCE
· First established as a Phoenician colony, it thrived as its strategic location enabled it to trade actively and consequently, made it into a one of the strongest regional powers in Africa and the Western Mediterranean. 
· Front and center in the Punic Wars: Carthage and Rome over Sicily (grain rich).
· Became subject to a long siege in which Rome finally exhausted the city and won.

Sparta + helot
· Constitutes one of two - the other is Athens - illustrations of political styles of Greece's classical period.
· Situated in Peloponnesus.
· Expended during the 8th and 7th centuries BCE and came to conquer most of Peloponnesus
· Submitted their conquered people to the status of helots, servants of the Spartan state.
· These people became Sparta's main source of agriculture labor for its people
· They also became a threat to the state as they greatly outnumbered the Spartans and constant fear of an uprising led to Sparta allocating a lot of its resources towards maintaining a strict militaristic society.
· Spartan society attempted to discourage status distinction between Spartans because in theory, they were all equal in status. e.g. policies were placed on lifestyle. Jewelry and clothes were not worn by Spartans as to not demonstrate their wealth.
· Distinction was made by their exemplary talent within the military. 
· Obligatory military service starting as young men all the way to their retirement.
  
Hoplite
· The main type of soldier during the classical period of Greece.
· Were spearmen who fought in phalanx formation.
· A free citizen who remained generally always dutiful to the state as long as he is capable to combat.
· Served as protection from the Athenians to the other Greek states.
Trireme
· 

Alexandria
· (cosmopolitan), important to cultural exchanges
· established by Alexander the Great

Pax Romana
· one man rule and period of long lasting peace within Roman empire during 1st and 2nd century AD
· central bureaucracy and power
· Brought forth by Caesar Augusta to provide stability within the empire
· A moment of great economic and political integration from the 1st century to the middle of the 3rd century.
· As well as facilitating trade within the empire.

Julius Caesar
· Fought his way to power through militaristic ways. 
· Seized Rome, named himself dictator and centralized bureaucracy. 
· Would help transform the Roman Republic in to an empire but not during his reign.
· Confiscated his oppositions lands and redistributed them to the his veterans and supporters.
· Greatly integrated other Roman conquered cultures in to politics and paved way for enormous public infrastructure construction to employ the poor.

Augustus
· Nephew of Julius Caesar.
· Fought his way to power during Roman civil war.
· Centralized government and military.
· Finalized Caesar's goal of transforming the Roman Republic in to an empire.
· Conquered most of Europe.
· Pax Romana is used co-jointly with Augustus as he brought much prosperity and integration to the Roman empire.
· The title Augustus was bestowed on him by the senate for which meaning has strong religious connotations such as semi divine or divine.
· New standing army answered directly to him
· Disguised monarchy as a republic 
· Continued expansion of the empire and enabled lengthy and secure sea lane and road and  a uniform roman law while respecting the needs and beliefs of the numerous cultures and throughout it.
· This brought enormous trade, cosmopolitan urbanization and culture fluidity throughout the Mediterranean.



Aqueduct
· One of the many great standing architectural works of the Roman empire.
· enabled great amounts of water to be transported to land locked cities or for the very large cities such as Rome.
· The aqueduct was built all throughout the empire and so became one of lasting legacies (in this case, a technology) of the Roman empire's influence on the Mediterranean and the middle East.

Tetrarch, co-emperor
· Separation of the Roman empire in to 4 territories known as a Tetrarchy.
· Instituted by the Roman emperor Diocletian. 
· Consequence of Julius Caesar's strong centralized imperial rule that could not hold together after his assassination.
· A reoccurring theme of the rise and fall due to a strong imperial ruler.

Constantine
· Founder of the Eastern Roman Empire during his rule during his 30 year rule at beginning of the 4th century AD. 
· Came to power after roman tretrarch civil war where the 4 states became only two ruled by Constantine and Licinius.
· Converted to Christianity and made it the official religion of the Eastern Roman Empire
· Moved the capital to Constantinople which gave a greater cultural, economic and militaristic advantage as it connected the Eastern and Western halves of his empire together and consequently, they flourished within its city's walls.  
· Proclaimed tolerance of all religions and so, faiths travelled more widely throughout allowing integration.

Turfan Basin
· One of the world's lowest basins.
· Very inhospitable place where temperature reached polar extremes.
· Main component of the Chinese portion of the Silk Road.
· The few hospitable places were oases where great cosmopolitan cities emerged due to the high level of merchants passing through.
· These oases became the source of the spread of Buddhism as it appealed to the citizens of the oases and later on the merchants who came through and would bring it along their travels.
· Where Greek, Persian and Chinese cultures mixed.

Dunhuang
· Located in the far West of China
· had a strong religious following and military
· Established as a frontier outpost to fight off the Xiongnu during the Han dynasty
· Vital city to the Silk road as it provided security and a place to restock a caravans water and food supply.
· In return, the city prospered because of high traffic and it also became the site for Buddhist caves.   
· The Buddhist caves became testimonies of numerous and various people who passed by Dunhuang as both Buddhist and Christian scriptures were found within.
· The overall significance of the city Dunhuang is that it securitized the area allowing a large flow of cultures, trade and faiths to flow through creating a cosmopolitan city often found along the Silk Road.
· With its strong Buddhist community, Dunhuang became the center for the eventual spread of Buddhism throughout the rest of China.

Oases
· Were the safe havens for the silk road caravans that paced through and around the Turpan dessert.
· These oases provided the construction of large cosmopolitan cities such as Dunhuang to prosper through the trade of the silk road.
· These oases also provided a meeting point between merchants in cities including Kashgar and Samarkand.
· The significance of the oases was that it allowed the safe and well supplied passage of merchants through otherwise inhospitable environment and consequently, it developed cosmopolitan cities that also included the passage of cultures and technologies along what later be deemed the Silk Road.

Bactrian camel
· A caravan camel adapted to the cold weather enabling merchants along the Silk Road to pass through the extremely inhospitable cold environment of the mountains.
· Through encountering other caravans along the silk road, merchants came to realization that by breeding the Bactrian camels with Dromedaries, they could produce a hybrid camel suitable to various extreme weather along the Silk Road.   
· The significance of the Bactrian camel was its capability to survive in a very cold environment allowing merchants to use these animals to traverse the coldest climates of the Silk Road. Later on, the Bactrian camel would become key to the hybridization of various camels to suit longer distance caravans suitable to various extreme climates.

Sogdians
· culturally tolerant merchants who acted as interpreters for the various cultures along the Silk Road.
· facilitated trade along the Silk Road between central Asia and China during the Han dynasty under Wudi's rule.
· Also facilitated cultural movements, philosophies and religions such Manicheism, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism.

Huns
· nomadic people who migrated to Europe in 4th century AD and who originated from the Xiongnu culture.
· stimulated the Great Migration under the rule of Attila The Hun and were one of the causes to the collapse of the Roman Empire.
· The fierceness of Attila's Huns pushed the European nomads in to Roman territory and drastically changing the cultures throughout the Roman Empire's European lands. 

Goths
· Germanic people who came from Russia and Scandinavia to settle near the Roman Empire's borders during the 2 century CE. 
· They adopted the Roman way of life and converted to Christianity.
· Their relations with the Roman Empire changed when the Huns forced in to Roman territory for refuge.
· They eventually sacked Rome in the early 5th century CE. and by the middle of the century they eliminated the last Roman Emperor of the Western Roman Empire.

Tabgach / Tuoba
· A nomadic tribe that hybridized with Chinese society in the North Western part of China demonstrating the influence and effects of nomadic-empire relations.

Chang’an
· Became a city of consumerism due to its strategic location as the Eastern terminus of the Silk Road.
· Allocated as the capital during the Han Dynasty and first founded in 2nd century BCE
· Also became political and military center of China during Han dynasty as it was centrally located within the empire.

stupa
· Buddhist structure containing Buddhist relics and a place for Buddhists worship.
· early version of the Mandala.

Siddartha Gautama
· His teachings became the foundation of Buddhism between the 5th and 6th century BCE. 
· regarded as the supreme Buddha.
· A book of his sayings and teachings were supposedly written after his death by his followers.

Xuanzang
· Chinese pilgrim who journeyed all the way to India to study Buddhist texts and then return to relate the teachings of Indian Buddhist masters to Chinese disciplines.
· Enabling an easier way of understanding and relating to Buddhism. it propelled the faith throughout China.
 
Nirvana
· The end goal for a Buddhist's 'studies'.
· it is the end of sufferance, of non existence and the end of rebirth.
· popular to many cultures because it rejected class systems, priests and privilege. 

Mahayana Buddhism
· was one of the variances of Buddhism that emerged in the split of the faith.
· It was a more lay people and merchant friendly variance of Buddhism as it depicted Buddhism and the state of Nirvana was more attainable than the other variance of Buddhism known as Thereavada/Hinayana.

Bodhisattva
· Buddhists who were holy enough to have reached Nirvana but decided to stay back to help teach others to reach his state.
· Became very popular figures for their benevolence.

Faxian
· Was one of many monks who helped spread Buddhism throughout China after the fall of the Han empire.
· Travelled West and brought back Buddhist scriptures.
· In addition, he set up cultural and commercial relations with the people of the West with that of China's.

Umma
· community of Muslim believers vs. Muslim conquered territory.
· Brought the Islamic states together through their allegiance to being part of the umma. 

caliph, caliphate
· Caliphs were the rulers of an Islamic state, Umma, and the caliphate was the states government.
· Had strong religious ties to kinship as they were supposed to substitute Muhammad's rule after his death.
 
Delhi sultanate
· Formed in the early thirteenth century CE by the Turk successors of Mahmud.
· Formation of an Islamic state in Northern India.
· Ruled area for more than 3 centuries.
· Played an important role in the establishment of Islam in Northern India
· Not a central government though
 
Cordoba
· A large city in current day Spain that emerged during its rule by the Abbasid Empire.
· This prosperity is known as the Al-Andalus in Islamic history.
· Represents the lasting effects of long distance trading within the Islamic empire during its height as the city thrived with large amounts of trade that went through it.
· Although Cordoba wasn't acknowledging the Abbasid rule, its economic integrity in the Islamic world, Umma, still enabled it to grow.

 
Baghdad
· Became capital for the Abbasid Empire which enabled the empire to associate itself to the cosmopolitan environment of Mesopotamia around the middle 8th century CE.
· The centralization of politics and financial policies within the city helped spread the wide discipline of religion and economy policies within the state.
 
Grand Canal
· Built during the Sui dynasty. It was the largest waterworks project of its time.
· Integrated the economies of Northern and Southern China and therefore, the empire as a whole thrived.
· It also formed a cultural and economical unity for the empire.

Pipa
· A Chinese musical instrument, related to the lute.
·  It was especially popular in the Tang dynasty and has become one of the main instruments in Chinese classical music. 
· The pipa is related to the Arabic oud and probably came to China via the Silk Road.  [Initially it was played in the Arabic style, horizontally like a guitar and plucked with a plectrum. Later the Chinese held it vertically and plucked it with fingers. When the pipa spread to Japan via the Tang, the Japanese played the (biwa) in the horizontal style.] 
· There are many images, both in paintings and in sculptures, of Chinese and foreign musicians playing the pipa along with Central Asian instruments.  
· The pipa is significant because it shows how culture was transmitted along the Silk Road. It is also an example of how Tang culture was a blend of Chinese culture and foreign elements from the nomads and from Central Asia.

“Chinese world order”
· 




Tribute system
· States gave tribute to their over ruler as a token of their allegiance to the him. 
· Integral to the Confucian philosophy of the time, the states under Confucianism paid tribute to China.
· A form of early international relations that can be deemed 'state relations'.

Zen (Chan)
· 


Herodotus (5th century BCE)
· Known as the "father of history" for being thought of as the first individual to record materials systematically, critically appraise it and then format it in to a narrative.
· his masterpiece, The Histories.
· First individual to offer solid history of his surroundings that is mostly viable for today's studies of the past.

Thucydides (5th and 4th century BCE)
· Known as the "father of scientific history" for his very strict and analytical as well as atheist recount of the Peloponnesian Wars in his work, The History  of The Peloponnesian Wars.

Peloponnesian Wars
· War fought between the Spartans and Athenians in which Sparta came out as the victor in the early 5th century BCE.
· Weakened the Greeks which led to the growth and later their submitting to the Kingdom of Macedonia under the rule of Philip of Macedon.

Tacitus
· prominent senator and historian of the Roman Empire during the 1st and 2nd century CE.
· Known for his psychology of power politics and revered for being the greatest political theorist outside of the field of history.

Sima Qian
· Known as the "father of historiography" for his work, Records of the Grand History.
· laid out foundation for later Chinese historiography.
· Attempted to portray patterns and principles in the development of human history rather than just linear history.
· Wrote during the Han dynasty but did not write for the empire as he sought to portray all of China's history, including its darker side.

The Venerable Bede
· Known as the "father of English history" for his work, The Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

Ibn Khaldun
· Known as one of the greatest philosophers and historians of the Arab world.
· His most significant work is the history of the word called al-Kitābu l-ʻibār.

Monsoon
· The monsoon system in the India Ocean enabled safe and viable sea routes which allowed more ease and more efficiency in long distance trading.
· This produced economic growth throughout the coast line of Indian subcontinent as well as the Hellenistic empire.
· Winds that blew from certain directions depending on the season. During the summer the wind blew from the southwest, as for winter, they blew from the northeast. 
· It also transported cultures, diseases and beliefs along these routes as long distance trading brought greater cultural encounters (e.g. the spread of Buddhist and Hinduism in Southeast Asia).

Dhow
· Primary type of ship used in Asia.
· Triangular sail made the ship more maneuverable.
· Hall (the bottom of the ship) was held together a complex rope system.
· ^ Preferred material because rope did not rust in water.

Madagascar
· Flourished economically due to the high level of trade that poured along its coast.

Aden
· A desirable location for a transhipping point in the Red Sea trade. It is located on the south east coast of present day Yemen right at the entrance of the Indian Ocean.

Gujarat
· Located in the North Western corner of India that is still connected to the sea. 
· Enriched state due to commercial activities within the Indian Ocean and abroad.
· Many artefacts from across the globe were found here. e.g. roman pottery. Created several.
· Built many coastal cities in response to high level of commercial trade.

Junk
· Much larger ship than previously seen in Chinese antiquity.
· More efficient than triremes as didn't need people to oar it.
· Allowed for the transportation and trade of bulk goods.
· ^ Changed the nature of sea trade from there on in.
· Bulk goods consisted of less valued item but in large quantities. 
· ^ contrasting to the method of trading (precious goods) along the land portion of the Silk Road.

Melaka / Malacca
· Important sea port in the Southeast Asia located in current day Malaysia.
· Prospered due to economic activities as it became the pit stop between China and the West.
Ibn Battuta
· Moroccan Berber who travelled almost the entire Islamic world of his time (14th century CE).
· Gave a detailed account of his travels which helps us understand more the cultures of his time.
· Farthest travelling individual before steam power was introduced.

Constantinople
· Founded by Roman Emperor Constantine I in the early 4th century.
· Strategically located on the Eastern front to deal with affairs there.
· Also benefited from very rich agricultural land it occupied.
· It was here that Constantine decided to convert to Christianity.

Justinian
· Ruled during the 6th century CE in the Byzantine Empire.
· Most long lasting political contribution was his codification of roman law.
· He did a systematic revision of the law and issued an updated version of it under the title Body of the Civil Law.
· These civil laws would remain highly influential for hundreds of years and is still has had its influence on many European civil laws as well as Japans and the states of Louisiana in the United States.

St. Cyril



Normans



Vikings
· Seafaring warriors who were originally merchants from Scandinavia who would plunder coastal and river side settlements with their very adapt seafaring techniques and Viking ships during the 8th century CE.
· Caused the disintegration of Charlemagne's empire and later, the whole Carolingian empire. 

Charlemagne
· Ruler of the Frankish realm at its height (8th and 9th century).
· Could not afford large bureaucracy so instead he travelled across his kingdom to enforce hi policies. 
· Also relied on aristocratic deputies who held political, militaristic and legal authority of their jurisdiction to maintain his realm together. 
· similar to the Persian Empires, he sent out imperial officials called "envoys of the lord ruler" check up on the jurisdictions activities.
· Charlemagne built empire based on militaristic expansion and was proclaimed emperor in 800 CE.





Chinggis Khan
· born as Temujin, his father was a prominent warrior that forged strong alliances between several Mongol clans.
· But his allies turned against him and at a young age, Temujin was left fending for himself escaping the swords of those who wanted to dispose of him.
· Became Chinggis Khan when in he eventually managed to unite the nomadic tribes of Northeast China under his rule.
· Abolished Khan system because of his own personal bad experience with it.
· He replaced it by assigning men to new military units and gave power to those of talent and loyalty towards him.
· Went on to conquer a large portion of Eurasia in the 13th century CE.
· Created the largest and most long lasting empire to date.
· His empire enabled very high levels of trading as the main trading routes became safe under the rule of the empire.
· Brought prosperity to those who joined him.

Khubilai 
· Became one of the successors of Chinggis Khan's rule and decided that their Mongol way of life should become like those of the Chinese, settled.
· Built a Chinese style capital called Dadu.
· Integrated Chinese bureaucracy and culture.
· ^ demonstrates the interactions between the two cultures and the eventual hybridization of the two.

Golden Horde
· One of the four Khanates formed after Chinggis Khan's death.
· Located in modern day Russia.
· Originally ruled by the Rus but when the Teutonic Knights were forging a crusade towards them, the Rus surrendered to the Mongols so that their religion would be saved and the Mongols would offer protection against the Teutonic Knights. 
· Mongols were known for their religious tolerance of their conquered.
· capital was then moved to Moscow to distance themselves as far away as they could from Mongol authority.

Timur / Tamerlane
· Similar to Chinggis Khan, Tamerlane fought his way to the head of the Mongol empire.
· He was also a conqueror, not a governor.
· his loose bureaucracy was based on the allegiance of his conquered and the already established bureaucracy of the area to levy taxes and gain revenue from the lands.
