Lecture 7: Feminist Theories of IR

· Argue that war and militarism are part of male hierarchy 
· War & violence affects women differently than it does men
· As many as 80% of refugeees have historically been women (this is a contested figure)
· Women and men are affected differently by war and IR themes, and so many believe that there should be theories that address this
· Conflict also results in more sexualized activity against women. It is relatively commonplace for women to facea sexual assault of varying kinds in conflict zones
· There are many clearly documented cases in which sexual assault has been used as a policy against certain communities or groups. Examples include WW2 Korean sex slaves, rape of Bosnian women by Serbs during the Yugoslav Civil War

3 Different Perspectives in Feminist IR – Essentialist, Liberal Feminist, Critical Theory Feminists/Postmodern Feminists

1. Essentialists

· Essentialists belive that at a fundamental level, men and women are different. Women are seen as having different, more compassionate characteristics than men
· The key difference is a biological difference

Obs. Behaviour	Socialization		Biological
Warriors		Masculine		Men
Mothers		Feminine 		Women

· Essentialists argue that because only women can give birth and make live, they are evolved to be more compassioante. Men are more distanced from the process of giving birth.
· The idea is that if women were in the position to make policy, they would base it off of their compassionate characteristics, whereas men are more likely to resort to violence (Men are warriors – Women are gentle mothers)
· Beginning in the 20th century, there was a suffrage movement to get women the vote in the US and Europe
· There was an arugment that politics would be better if women were allowed to participate
· There was a peace congress organized in Sweden and it brought together many different feminists and talked about ideas to get women to pressure governments to end the war
· There are not many essentialist feminists around anymore, but essentialist ideas are still around
· example of male chimpanzees warring
· Critiques of the Essentialist Model
· There are quite a few cases of women participating in war, although it is comparatively rare
· In WW2, the Soviet Union used women pilots, snipers, etc
· All of the jobs open to men in the Canadian army are also open to women
· FARC rebel group in Columbia had many women fighters, so did Tamil Tigers in Chechnya
· There are many instances of women participating in war efforts
· Many men have been shamed/pressured by women into going to war
· Virginia Woolf argued that many women particpating in these processes found it “liberating”
· This participation had political benefits for women; support for the war was an important means by which women got the vote

2. Liberal Feminist IR

· There are variations in the observed behaviours of Men and Women
· Human biology is constant, at least in the short term
· Liberals ask how a cosntant can produce a variable outcome? There has to be another factors producing this variance
· What does vary is how people are socialized; socialization varies from culture to culture and place to place
· Liberals say that things would not chance if women were in positions of power. They argue that women in power would operate by the same rules as men
· Liberals are basically saying that other factors define the international system
· They believe that it's vitally important for women to take part in all aspects of the political process, otherwise equality can't be achieved
· If you want equality, you must take on the same responsibilities
· Critical Theory Feminists
· Critical Theory deals with the economic structure and ideas that constitute society
· Cynthia Enloe (B. 1938)
· Wrote 'Bananas, Beaches, and Bases' which she is best known for, example of a CT feminists, argues that things like colonization and imperialism cannot be explained by economic factors alone
· It is hard to explain European expansion through economics alone. Insead, ideas also contributed to this process → the White Man's Burden –> the idea that Europeans had an obligation to bring civilization to all of the backwards people
· Globalization impacts men and women differently. Women are often hired to work in sweatshops since it's believed that they are less likely to protest

3. Postmodern Feminists

· Ideas are what have power and are at the fundamental base of the international system.
· A feminist postmodern would be more likely to see gender influences, and a postermodern feminist would talk about how the power of ideas shape everything
· Realists and Liberals take the state as a given, but there are consequences of such assumptions
· They believe that the mainstream ignores women, reflects masculine priorities such as war/diplomacy
· Discourse ignored women
· Postmodernists are just as critical, if not more critical of the liberals than the realists
· Postmodernists would argue that liberal feminists are attempted to emulate the men in power, as opposed to actually transforming such norms/activities. Examples would include Margaret Thatcher and Condoleezza Rice, women who are strengthening the mainstream
· J. Ann Tickner, a postmodern feminist, is the former president of the International Studies Association, author of an article titled “You Just Don't Understand” → argues that the postmodernists and the mainstream are talking past each other, and since the mainstream has power it marginalizes people like Tickner.
· Robert Cohan replied by saying that postmodern concepts are so imprecise that they can't be expressed empirically
· Tickner replied saying that mainstream tests have biases and a set of assumptions, not surprising

Critique of Postmodern Feminists

· The same general critiques that are launched against regular postmodernists
· “Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar”
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ships are always a 'she' in the navy, over analysis. Postmodernism can sometimes draw conclusions about things that aren't really there, sometimes they analyze too deep
