Lecture 3: Realists & Neo-Realists

Sun Tzu
· There is debate regarding the existence of Sun Tzu as an individual
· There is speculation about the art of war being an amalgamation of works from multiple authors
· The works are similar to Thucydides’ work, as such that they possess descriptive, analytical and proscriptive elements
· In the ‘Art of War’ Sun Tzu states 5 key elements of victory and success. By implementing these elements a group would raise their chances of success 

	Sun Tzu
	Modern

	Moral Law
	Morale

	Heaven
	Nature(Base attack or defense structure around weather i.e attack after rain

	Earth
	Geopolitical Factors (Landscape)

	Commander
	Leadership

	Method/Discipline 
	Organizational Prowess (logistics)




Niccolo Machivelli
· Amoral (to be Machiavellian is to be two faced, double dealing, etc.)
· There are two interpretations of Machiavelli
1. The first argues that he is pure evil
2. The second believes his writings are satire in nature, meant to be taken lightly
· Known for ‘The Prince’ & ‘The Discourses’
· The Prince was essentially a how to govern for dummies writing, meant to be a subtle stab at those in power
· Machiavelli states “there is no greater purpose for power other than staying in power”


Hans Morgenthau
· Best known for ‘Politics Among Nations’
· Amalgamates existing works and contribute his own theories to realism to create a unified view

E.H Carr
· Known for ‘The Twenty Years Crisis’
· He did not believe international organizations would be effective in bringing world peace “impossible”
· He is critical of the ‘harmony of interests’ -> there are opposing interests, this would lead to disagreement, violence, and potential overthrow of regimes

Robert Gilpin
· Specializes in Political Economy 
· His writings serve as a critique of liberals as well as a series of original works
· Argues economic ties between states & countries are of utmost importance on the international front
· Argues interdependence theory is wrong -> It is the state that has created the foundation of international trade. Created money, rule of law etc. The U.S plays the crucial role in creating the context of international economic activity
· Gilpin writes of concern regarding the future of the U.S' dominant position on the international economic stage-> an overstretched U.S would lead to a rise in power from Japan and/or China


Samuel Huntington

· Known for 'The Clash of Civilizations'
· He argues the state is not the most important actor on the international stage, instead it is the civilizations
· Interactions among civilizations and clashing civilizations are the key players
· Critiques of his model of clashing civilizations is that it is too simplistic, promoting bad relations amongst civilizations by writing about them


Stephen Krasner 

· He argues that we should not write off the state as a crucial actor on the international system
· Economic factors are important in the international system, however, there are also other factors that may have more pull, such as national interests 
· Regime Theory: Rules of the game persist although conditions have changed – The rules of the political system persist even though the players have changed




Neo-Realism

Kenneth Waltz (1924-2013)

· He had two famous books: ‘Man, State and War’ & ‘The Theory of International Politics’
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Essentially argues that realism isn't perfect and needs improvement
· Uneven distribution of power & capabilities -> exists in an anarchic system

