Lecture 2: Realism
The Main Assumptions of Realism
1) The science of Politics
· Most realists study war & peace as a science, governed by laws as true as gravity which act in human nature.
·  Human nature is “evil,” without laws humans will inevitably turn on each other (realists are very pessimistic about human nature)
· What is true of human nature is observable in the international system
· Thomas Hobbs believe that in nature human life is short and bruttish
2) The State as the Principal Actor
· Following the ’30 Years War’ European nations signed ‘The Westphalian State’ or ‘Westphalian Sovereignty,’ a policy which recognizes and respects territorial integrity of each sovereign state. As part of ‘Westphalian Sovereignty’ every sovereign nation, regardless of size or power was equal in international law. The term was coined after the peace of Westphalia following this event
· Following this event the sovereign state spread European influence throughout the globe
· States control the principal instruments of violence, for this reason realists believe states are the most important actors (realists are particularly interested in violence & war)
3) States are Unitary-Rational Actors
· Realists recognize that states are highly complex entities, and as such they operate in a calculated, emotionless manner
· States will act regardless of external/internal influence. Policies will emerge and wars will occur anyway, the only aim is to achieve or further national interest.
4) The International System is Anarchic
· There is no power above the state that is capable of keeping order
· The international system is a ‘self-help’ system
· The state enforces regulations
· The power of international organizations is limited in the global political system, they cannot keep order (The UN is controlled by major powers, it cannot control them)
· Realists do not necessarily believe the system is chaotic. Some believe the most powerful state can control global order and bring peace (a hegemonic state)
· Order and stability can be achieved from balance of power
5) Security Dilemma
· A consequence of an anarchic international system is ‘the security dilemma’
· Security is a zero-sum proposition. As on nation pursues an increase in security, it reduces the security of another
· Parties seeking to solve their security dilemma risk sparking an arms race (the cold war), as there will never be an equal balance of power
6) Balance of Power
· Can bring peace, security and stability, in theory
· Major powers seek to balance each other to avoid the development of a hegemonic state
· Powers seek an equilibrium to promote balances security

Critiques of Realism
1) The Name Realism
· Implies other theories are unrealistic -> an easy target for critics (ideas and words have power)
2) Defining ‘Power’
· Power is an immensely important concept for realists. They project power, use power, defend using power and balance power, yet their efforts to define power are feeble and inconsistent
3) Inconsistent Reference to the ‘Balance of Power’
· Some use power as a descriptive term. It will just happen “occurs naturally”
· Others define power in normative terms, stating that if balance of power is not created in an educated way, it will not happen at all. It is the place of policy makers to create a balance of power
4) Realism is Static -> Cannot Properly Explain Change
· Human nature is assumed to be constant -> something constant cannot explain something that constantly changes
5) Level of Analysis Problem
· Poor explanation of interrelation between groupings (system, state, individual or small groups)
· Which is the key player? (Contradictory because earlier in the lecture the prof mentioned that realists believe the state is the most important?)
6) Determinism vs Free Will 
· Realists claim discovery of ‘timeless laws’ of the international system, but at other times offer advice

Influential Thinker in Realism
Thucydides (5th Century BCE)
· Born and lived in the city-state of Athens
· Elected to serve as a general in the Athenian army during the Peloponnesian War against the Spartans
· The Athenians lost and Thucydides was living in voluntary exile, he became a writer
· He wrote 'The History of the Peloponnesian War' 431-404 BCE. His book is very theory oriented on top of descriptive, offers analysis and advice
· Claims to strive for historical accuracy, sought actual eyewitnesses and multiple accounts (he’s ground-breaking in this way, though not perfect)
· He had some very innovative analysis, departed from Homer's analysis in the Illiad
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Thucydides lets the events speak for themselves, looking for systemic reasons
· Hippocrates took a similar objective approach
· Believed that war is primarily due to systemic factors, he wrote “What made war inevitable was the growth of Athenian power, and the fear this caused in Sparta”
· A shift in the balance of power
· Ideals played a role in bringing about war → Athenians were democratic but imperialistic
· Machiavelli says to not let ethics and morality get in the way of survival, they are secondary. Thucydides doesn't completely agree with that. He believed that ethics and morality do play a role, but are not to be assigned too much importance
· The 'Melian Dialogue' is a part of the book in which Thucydides records the debate between an Athenian general and his army, and the neutral city-state of Melos
· The general sent an emissary to Melos to tell them to surrender or be destroyed. (The Melosians said that this was immoral, the Athenian general said that they have to do it, a necessary evil)
· “The strong do what they can and the weak suffer what they must.”
· Ethics and morality shouldn't be ignored even if they can't do much to save oneself, believed that power should be guided by ethical and moral considerations as much as possible
· Said to examine what happened to the Athenians after, they tried to send their army and fleets to conquer Sicily, but it was a disaster. The hubris of the Athenians caused them to overextend themselves and this brought about their own destruction.
· The Athenians never fully recovered from the disaster in Sicily 
