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CHARLES BABBAGE
- mechanical engineer
- father of modern computing
- invented a prototype for the first analytic computer
- made the first mechanical calculator

ALAN TURING AND THE TURING NEST
- Alan Turing
- can a machine convince us that it is human
- Turing says YES
- Answers 9 Objections:
1. Theological  thought is the product of the immortal soul
2. Head in sand  day will never come that machines will be superior to human thinking
3. Mathematical  computers just like math are incomplete and thus inferior to humans
4. Consciousness  there is still a lingering mystery to what consciousness really is
5. Disability  computers have the disability of not making mistakes; mistakes make for human thinking
6. Continuity of nervous system  our neurons don’t behave like vacuum tools
7. Lady lovelace  a computer cannot do anything it is not programmed to do, It is limited in its response abilities
8. Behavioural informality  we are all unique
9. ESP  
Today? BOTS, ELIZA, Jabberwacky, et al.

J.C.R. LICKLIDER
· ARPAnet
- precursor to Internet
- funded by the US Military
- innovations from ARPA include: mouse, keyboard, personal computer, computer networking

MARVIN MINSKY
- “the trick is that there is no trick”
- power of intelligence stems from our vast diversity, not from any single, perfect principle
-  perceptrons
- you do not learn in isolation
- have the ability to adapt information that is unforeseen

SEYMOUR PAPERT: VIDEO

“Democracy” Now?
- “LIKE” button on facebook is an example of digital democracy

Universities

	Pros
	Cons

	Knowledge delivery system
	May foster elitism

	Institutionalzed traditions
	May be out of step with society’s values

	Venue for conceptual exploration and research
	Can be archaic, antiquated in structure



Having vs. Knowing

- Agrippa: The book of the Dead by: William Gibson

· Pages treated with photosensitive chemicals that will cause the book to fade if exposed to light
· Comes with diskette that can only be accessed once before it erases itself
· The choice: you can own it or you can read it
· Critique of the disappearance of the book

JOHN MILTON
- opposed to censorship
- the value of ideas determined by readers
- licensed printing is control over information

MILTON’S ARGUMENTS
- cream rises to the top
-we are armed with reason
- how to tell good from bad if bad is banned?
- banning evil books does not remove evil in the world
- we could accidentally ban a good idea
- censorship does not work in other countries
- ideas deserve to be tested first
- censors are human, thus can be corrupted, too

JOHN STUART MILL
- founder of classical liberalism
- advocated freedom of thought and expression

Marketplace of Ideas
- to suppress opinions, even bad ones, is an evil
- only through open debate and discussion can we determine if an idea or opinion is good or bad

Public Education / Libraries
- institutions emerging from the public sphere. Narrowing gap between elites nd average citizen
- utopia of equal access to knowledge
- have they made our lives for democratic?
- can these institutions become subject to corruption?
- what is academic freedom?
- government encroachment: is it right to ban books?

JURGEN HABERMAS
- public sphere: allowed for a split between the public and private interests

THE PUBLIC SPHERE

Private Sphere            Public Sphere              Sphere of Authority











- Lack of true difference 
- public sphere does not allow for radical difference
- yet to truly understand mass culture of the culture industry
- demands for culture to only be expressed in commodification
- system is dominated and influenced by men
- patriarchal system

Public Sphere
- distinct from economic or market system
- participatory structure of democracy
- public opinion can lead to political action
- inclusive; encourages plurality
- mediates between private sphere and sphere of authority
- so, everything is hunky dory, right?

ALLAN C. KAY
- personal computers should be at a price point for the average consumer
- computer as dysnamic “meta-medium”
- democratizing the technology
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