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Roman Republic
· To be like Alexander the Great is a quality all roman generals want to possess.
· He arrives in Antioch and wants to push paganism, the Christians riot in this case. Julian is now not the favorite amongst the people, he meets with failure. This shakes his self-confidence very much. 
· His confidence returns when he has more success in his initial invasions in Persia, he does not have a clear objective although it is going well. He tries to push deeper into Persia, crossed the Tigris river and fails to take Ctesiphon (Persian capital).
· He retreats north because too much heat, push back by Shapur II’s army. Julian gets wounded and dies on June 26 363, went into battle without armor, hit by a spear (apparently one of his “Christian” soldiers). 
· Perhaps if he had stayed long enough he could’ve made the pagan religion as strong as Christianity. He was the last openly pagan emperor. 
· Julian had appointed no heir, now Roman emperor has no leader in the thick of the Persian empire, need to get out of their quickly. After Julian’s death, his generals try to choose a successor. The first one is Saturninus Secondus Salutius, praetorian prefect in the east, moderate, pagan, he had been Julian’s general. He is old and unambitious and refuses to take the position. 
· The army settles for a Christian general Jovian as their leader. They struggle to reach the Tigris, water high and turbulent and they cannot cross to go back home. Shapur II engages him in some battles and Jovian sues for peace since he is insecure and wants to go home. He accepts disadvantageous terms for Rome: the surrender of Missibus, that defends the strong hold of Mesopatamia, he abandons all roman provinces along the Tigris river, he lets go of Armenia (no longer a Roman protectorate), and the Roman will pay taxes to Persia (annual subsidies to them). In return, Shapur signs a treaty for peace for 30 years. 8 months later Jovian dies. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He does resin Julian’s anti-Christian policies, does not do anything against the pagans, all are free to worship as they please. 
