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· Severus seizes Antioch, leading city of Syria. Niger flees and is killed while he flees. Severus will teach the cities in the east that supported Niger have to pay enormous indemnity and some were punished physically. He splits Syria in 2 so nobody could have much power, less soldiers under one governor and power. Separated into Syria Coele and Syria Phoenicia. 
· He wants to shift the focus away from civil war like Augustus to associate himself with the great emperors. He will launch an attack on Parthia. 2 Parthian wars 194-195, 2nd war 197-199. He did this because they offered help to Niger and tried to seize Roman territories. In between these wars he kills Albinus in Gaul so he is the sole princeps. He annexes north of Mesopotamia. Splits it in 2, creates extra province of Osvoene. 4 provinces now 2 Syrias, north Mesopotamia, Osvoene. Returns to Rome and is voted a triumph (still see scenes of the pillar of Severus). 
· The creation of these provinces set up a new chain of events. Parthians beginning to become week, they are getting attacked by the Sasanians (claim to be the real Persians since Alexander the Great). In 226 the Parthians fall to the Sasanians who are very strong and very much united in the monotheistic religion (famous Mazdaism religion). 
· In 198 during the 2nd war, he has his etire family posthumously adopted by Marcus Arelius. This establishes him with Hadrian, Marcus Arelius, etc. whoever associated with good emperor. Renames his son from Septimius Bassianius to Marcus Arelius Antoninus (a.k.a Caracella). 
· Caracalla used to wear a hooded cloak (caracalla) similar to the Gaul’s which gave him the nickname. He is 11 years old when he is renamed and his father elevates him to the title of Augustus. In 198 elevates him as co-ruler as well. He has a younger brother called Geta (not sure if Severus wanted him to co-rule with Caracalla). Like Trajan, Caesar, he wants to associate himself with the army, realized he needs soldiers behind him. He is popular among the troops; he fought alongside the soldiers, shared their hardships and engages in warfare with them.
· Later go fight in Britain from 208-211, trying to stop invasions from Hadrian’s Wall. Severus passed a low in Britain that made gladiatrix fights illegal. Increased number of legions, increased legions by 3, put them in new Mesopotamian provinces and one near Rome (33 in total).  
· In 200AD, he allows soldiers to marry while being in service (not seen since Augustus’ time). He also increases the pay of the soldiers from 1200-2000 sesterces a year. His wife is called Mater Castrorum (Julia Domna), mother of the camp. He is generous with army but rough with senators. They resume treason trials, reduces administrative posts open to the senate, give more prestige and positions to the equities. 
· Despite spending (paid for a lot of buildings), he left a surplus of money in the treasury. Manipulates public opinion with games, he travels through the empire. From 199-202 he travels to Egypt, Syria. 202-203 goes to North Africa, 208-211 he will be in Britain where he dies. He was a good emperor, only problem is that he took his reign from violence, he did not have a long succession, did not see a lot of reform or successes,. After him a bunch of incompetent people after him. His princpes is not strong enough to forget his past. 
· Caracalla will be co-ruler from 198-211, from 211-217 he is sole princeps. He is less charismatic and more brutal than his father. One of the 1st things he does in 211, he kills his younger brother Geta, votes domnatio memorae of Geta. He follows his dad’s death bed advice to show special concern of the military. It is becoming a bit rough, the empire is large and on the borders there are dangers of invasions, people trying to enter the Roman Empire. He raised the pay of soldiers from 2000-3000 sesterces. He ratifies the Constituo Antoniniana in 212 he basically granted Roman citizenship to all the free inhabitants of the empire. If you grant everyone citizenship this means there are more taxes. Scholars often believe it is to compensate the pay of the soldiers or to unite people throughout the Empire. 
· Caracalla spends most of his participate in campaigns, campaigns against the Alamanni and the Goths in 213-214. He defeated some of them, some of them he settled with diplomacy (never really good for a Roman general, it is seen as an act of weakness). In 215 he goes to Armenia and still some problems caused by his father’s Parthian wars, he battled through Armenia in 216, went further east in south Parthia. In 217, in Carrhae he is assassinated by his soldiers since he has become paranoid and etc. Rests of his soldiers were disgruntled since he was always on campaign, generals uneasy with his paranoia.
· The leader of coup Macrinus leads the rebellions. He his hailed as Augustus by his troops. His real name is Marcus Opellius Macrimus, he was an equestrian from Mauritania, had been a pratorian prefect since 212 under Caracalla, he had never been made senator. He plotted to kill Caracalla, he knows he still has to associate with the Severans. He adopts the name Severus for himself to associate himself with them for propaganda. Gave the name Antoninus to his youngest son (Marcus Opellius Diadumenianius Antoninus. 
· Decides to go to war vs. the Parthians again. Big outrage vs. Macrimus since he sues for a treaty and looks weak. He cannot fight nor beat them, now the soldiers are looking at him differently (weaker). He reduces the pay of the soldiers and now the people are really not happy with him. In 218 troops are very dissatisfied. 
· Julia Domna’s sister Julia Maesa (Caracella’s aunt) claims her nephew Caracalla is the father of her 14 year old grandson Varius Avitus Bassianus and says he’s the real descent of Severus. The arm acclaims Bassianus with the name Marcus Arelius Antoninus like his father. Macrimus and his son get killed. 
· Marcus Arelius Antoninus will rule from 218-222 under the name Elagabalus (comes from Heliogabalus, name of priests who serve the eastern god Elah-Gabal who is the sun god of Syria). Strangest reign in Rome, he did not want to be emperor, his grandma (Julia Maesa) and his mom (Julia Soaemias Bassiana) will rule behind him. He is not interested in politics, wants to worship Elah-Gabal. This god comes in the form of betel which is a sacred black stone. He really starts promoted this god, fascinated by the orgiastic religious right. Rome is scandalized, he really promotes this religion. In 218 all he wants to do is this religious right and no government activities. Everything entrusted to his grandma and mom who ruled Rome. 
· In 221, his grandma forced him to adopt his cousin Gessius Alexianus Bassianus as his Caesar (or heir). He is not a co-ruler he is an heir to the succession. 
· In 222, Julia Avita Mamaea is the mom of Gessius Alexianus Bassianus and the sister of Julia Bassiana. She bribes the praetorian guards to kill Elagabalus and Julia Bassiana. Gessius is now acclaimed emperor and is renamed Marcus Arelius Septimius Alexander (a.k.a Severus Alexander). He is 14 years old at this time. He rules from 222-235. Must have had some success since his rule was 13 years (some say part credit to his mom). 
· Julia Avita becomes mother of the camp, mother of Augustus, mother of the senate, and mother of the father land (Mater Patreae Augustus), similar to Julia in Augustus’ time. Civil and military matters are alike and not seen since Septimius Severus’ rule. 
· Severus Alexander gives back to senators key posts, the post of praetorian prefects is given back to senators as opposed to equestrians, his reign is a time of legal advance. Will also show concern for the economy and the social aspect of Rome. Reduces the tax, he aids in the grain supply (things settle so anonna could proceed), subsidizes teachers and scholars, time of great law and jurists. His relation with the military is problematic. 
· In 223, the praetorians revolt and kill their prefect who is a senator and great jurist (Domitious Ulpianus). Severus Alexander does not punish the killers and looks weak. He does not associate himself with the soldiers and is seen as a weak general.
· In 231, the Sassanians are in power in Parthia, King Ardashir I, suddenly invades Mesopotamia. He goes to war alongside with his mother. 
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· They did recover Mesopotamia in 232, they had a big triumph upon their return.
· Sets off again with his mom in 235 to fight against the Germanic tribes since they’re trying to invade Rome. Unable to defeat them, and negotiates for a treaty with the Gaul’s. Soldiers are not fond of this and they kill him and his mother. 
· The ring leader is elected emperor he is an equestrian of Thracian origin, Gaius Julius Verrus Maximinus. He is called Maximinus the Thracian, he is an enormous, uncultured, brutal man. The beginning of a new type of emperor, the soldiers emperor. For the next 50 years, it was a turbulent time for the empire.   
· From the death of Severus Alexander in 234-284. Rome witnesses a violent change in the political aspect of Rome. There were 18 emperors who will take place in these years. 
· The senate has very little power at this point, this is called either the age of crisis or the age of the soldier emperors. The image they project of Rome is a good one, old fashioned values. They minted coins in Rome’s glory for their 1000th anniversary. Meanwhile o0n the border there is risk of invasion, people claiming themselves princeps, assassinations, etc. They don’t want to look after the invasions from the borders. The Rhine and the Danube divide from the Germanic tribes.
· By the mid-3rd century the era of the soldier emperors look so little as the borders that the Rhine and the Danube were repeatedly crossed by barbarians. 
· The Vandals, Alamani, Franks, all tried to cross the borders. The Franks and Saxons invade Roman Britain, the Vandals and Saxons attacking form the south, the Franks would come from the north. 
· A bunch of emperors who were useless, eventually have good emperors who come from Illyricum (a.k.a Croatia). These people were fearless soldiers and provided some better emperors for Rome. They claim to be semi-barbarians but protectors of Rome. The lower provinces of the Danube were attacked by the Goths. The Goths will settle near the black sea and attack provinces of roman Asia Minor, Turkey, The Balkans; they sacked Athens and the Delhi in 267. From the east, the Sassinates also want expansion. Political sophistication, very difficult to reach because you have to cross desserts and harsh lands. 
*These tribes are not like the ones of the past, better army, smarter tactics, better organized and equipped.
· Romans tried to use force and diplomacy with the Sassinates. Not only the problems from the outside but within Rome as well. Political instability because they (the principate) do not have a clear system of succession. No recognized hierarchy under the emperor, apart from the princeps no latter of power. No impartial way to distinguish claims, the one who has the most legions would be emperor, a lot of them got assassinated.
· The political disarray reached its zenith in 260. The capture of an emperor Valerian, and was captured by Sassanid king Shapur I. He is used as the King’s foot stool and eventually killed. He was co ruler with his own son, Galienus who does not avenge his father’s death. 
· The Romans had invasions coming from everywhere. Galienus will (there is a noble in Syria, Palmyra, he is called Septimius Odenaethus [who gets the title dux which is an overseer, he will be overseer of the east]). This guy will provide protection for Romans in the east vs. the Sassanid empire, this shows how big the emperors were. 
· In the north, there is an overseer Marcus Cassianus Lactinius Posthumous, he takes over Gaul, Spain, Britain and Raetia. He has no official recognition, takes it over in 260, he collects tax, has an army, he even mints his own coins, but with his army he offers protection along the Rhine (freed protection, he wants to protect all the places he has decided he will oversee). Galienus will let him do this so that he can look at matters closer to Rome.  
· Galienus now secures Italy (from civil wars going on), North Africa, Egypt and the provinces of Greece because the east and west are safe. He also used the cavalry and establishes new system of defense. He will leave stationary forces along the frontier, he also takes his cavalry and field army (they are mobile), so whenever there is a problem somewhere they can dispatch quickly. 
· He suspended the Christian persecution for a while (established by his father) he was killed in 268 while trying to stop a revolt.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Septimius Odenaethus’s wife Queen Zenobia took power in the name of her son (Septimius Vaballathus) when Odenaethus died (267), she ruled Syria, Palestine, Arabia, Egypt (she conquers it), and Asia Minor until the 270’s. This was not ratified by the senate.   
 
