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Roman Republic
· In 110AD there was a Parthian King who decided to expand, and this will occupy Trajan until the end of his life in 117. In 133, he managed to annex Mesopotamia. In 115, there was the 2nd Jewish revolt. In 116, there was unrest which spread to Mesopotamia and eventually the whole crisis was brought under control but this time it was harsh, especially to the Jews in Egypt.
· In 117, Trajan concludes an agreement with the Parthian King and returns to Rome but never makes it back and dies in the court of Selinas in Cilicia.
· His final act was to adopt Hadrian, Hadrian was 41 years old and he was still in Syria. There were several sources that said that Trajan’s wife, Plotina was having an affair with Hadrian and organized the papers to make him become emperor.
· Hadrian was well known to Trajan and had been his guardian. He came from Spain, and was married to Sabina who was the grandniece of Trajan. In 100, he married her. In 117 he became emperor.
· Hadrian was qualified to become a Princeps. He held many administrative and military positions. 
· He ruled from 117-138. He was focused on consolidation rather than expansion. He spent half of his 21 year rule outside of Rome which the senate did not like. He was hellenophile (he loved the Greek culture, he wore a beard like the Greeks). He wants peace, he travelled the empire, and he loved Greece so he finished building the temple there.
· He was more interested in art, literature, architecture, and he paid for a lot of construction. The temple of Zeus near Athens, a library in Athens, in Bithynia, etc.
· He minted coins with buildings.
· He had a young lover, Antinoos, who was a youth from Bithynia. Hadrian let Mesopotamia go and reinforced the outskirts of the empire.
· As Nero had brought country to the city with the Domus Aurea, he bought land that was on a hill and bought a villa in Tivoli which had several levels. He built the city in the country, with baths, canopies, theatres, pools, etc. When he moved there, there was room for the servants and slaves to work.
· This gave work to the people, made the senators happy, when they were invited to Tivoli, and it did not take away good land that belonged to the people like Nero did.
· He had no children, so he adopted. Towards the end of 136 he adopts Lucius Aelius Caesar, but he died that year.
· At the beginning of 138, he adopts Titus Aurelius Fulvus Boionius Arrius Antoninus (a.k.a Antoninus Pius) who had no son, only daughters.
· Hadrian makes him adopt the 17 year old Marcus Aurelius and the 7 year old Lucius Verus (he was the son of Lucius Aelius Caesar).  It is decided that they will rule jointly (like in the rule of Augusts, 2 praetorian prefects) to look out for each other since the empire was rapidly expanding. 
· Hadrian visited Egypt, Syria, and Britain. All of the sudden he goes to Judea and decides to have a veteran’s colony is Jerusalem. Since he was a hellenophile he prevented circumcision of the Jews. At some point the Jews became Hellenized, young Jewish people learned Greek did not know Hebrew. Jews worked out with the Greeks in the gymnasium, Greeks looked at circumcision as mutilation. 
· There is going to be a 3rd revolt because of tis during Hadrian’s seemingly quiet reign. This revolt is called the Bar Kokhba war, named after a Jewish leader (Shim’on Bar-Cosiba, nicknamed Bar-Kokhba meaning son of a star). It lasted from 132-135AD. It devastated Judea, a heavy toll amongst both Romans and Jews. Eventually the Romans got the upper hand. In a gesture to eradicate Judaism they renamed Judea Syria Palestina. Jews were forbidden to enter Jerusalem.
· Hadrian encouraged gifted individuals to participate in administration. 
· Antonius Pius would rule from 138-161. He was opposite of Hadrian. During his 23 years of reign he did not leave Italy. He is less involved in military activity; however he encouraged the appearance of the military. 
· The governor of Britain under his rule is named Quintus Lollius Urbicus had conquered the south of Scotland. There they’re going to move the roman limes (line of the frontier), from Hadrian’s Wall to Antonine’s wall (wall of Antoninus). Turf wall on cobble foundation, 128 km north of Hadrian’s Wall. They abandoned the wall in 161 and it was replaced. Every mile of the wall was patrolled; they’d signal each other with fire messages. 
· There’s harmony between senate and emperor during Antoninus Pius. Values of family, having a lot of children is returning. We know little about his rule but it was a good rule, uneventful rule, no wars, no revolts, just god and happy times. 
· Antoninus dies in 161, he was deified after his death (god guy). The power passed very smoothly to Marcus Arelius and Lucius Verus because Hadrian arranged it properly. Marcus had married one of the daughters of Antoninus Pius. Her name is Faustina the younger, they had 15 children. One of his daughters Lucilla will be given a marriage to Lucius Verus, she was 11 and they got married at Ephesus away from Rome in 164, she is 13 and he is 34. At this time he is based in Antioch because he is preparing for a war against the Parthians, gets married before he goes to war. 
· Marcus is 10 years older than Lucius; everything equal except Marcus is pontifex maximus because he is older. Lucius is in the east with the Parthian’s (the war will last from 162-166). Marcus Arelius will rule in Rome, someone to rule in Rome and someone on the front. In 167 Marcus Arelius will have to quell revolts on the northern frontier. 
· The new Parthian King seized Armenia, and he invades Syria (161 [which is a province of Rome]), this started the war vs. the Parthians. In 162, Lucius Verus goes to Antioch to organize the roman counterattack. In 165-166 the governor of Syria whose name is Caius Alvidius Cassius wins victory in Mesopotamia (good general). He destroys Seleuca (one of the capitals) and he raises the Parthian King’s palace in Bagdad, Iraq. Parthian’s sue for peace; they relinquish part of Mesopotamia to the roman control. Caius eventually given governor post of Egypt. 
· Lucius and Marcus celebrate a triumph (a joint triumph). The troops are returning from the east and they bring back a violent infectious disease. After 166, it will spread through Europe for the next 25 years. In Alexandria 1/5th of the population died. Cities are decimated. Military camps were the worse, spread quickly.
· Barbarians (Marcomanni) are starting to have some tribes help them. The Romans send troops against these people and it spreads quickly. Bad because it spreads through time of peace, travel and trade will spread even faster. The rural areas are affected badly, when farmers get sick this brings famine because it is throughout the whole empire. 
· Their decision to end the Parthian war in 166 was aided by the fight vs. the Macromanni, the Quadi and the German Lombard, among others who crossed into the Roman provinces (crossed the Danu into Pennonia and Desha). The start moving farther south and Romans become scared. Marcus and Lucius go north to engage in 168.
· In 169, Lucius Verus died of a stroke, now Marcus Arelius is sole princeps. He will spend the rest of his life fighting in the north against the German tribes and will eventually die in the north. 
· Marcus Arelius is known for his commitment to Rome’s beneficial ideology. Focused on intellectual things.
·  In the spring of 175, Caius Avidius Cassius is now the governor of Egypt, one day he announces to the soldiers and the people that Marcus Arelius has passed away and he will be okay with being the new emperor. He gets claimed as emperor, he ruled the east for 4 months from Egypt. Eventually killed by a subordinate. 
· Marcus had made his way east with his wife Faustina the younger. 14 year old Commodus is the only surviving son of Marcus Arelius. He shows his son is alive and well, and after reestablishing the east he returns to Rome in 176. On the way back Fasutina dies in Cappadocia. Marcus Arelius and Commodus return to Rome. They had probably conquered the barbarians and staged their triumph together. They will rule together as joint Augusti (father and son). By the end of 176, both in the North again because a threat form the barbarians against Pannonia.
· Marcus Arelius dies in Verona in 180. This leaves Commodus as sole emperor, did not adopt a new heir but like Augustus he wanted to give it to his own son. 
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· Commodus co-ruled with his dad from 176-180 and as sole princeps from 180-192. During the 1st 5 years of his rule he puts an end to the marcomannic wars, he abandons the idea of establishing a province in Macromannia. He has a triumph upon his return, he also builds the column of Marcus Arelius (like the column of Trajan). Does this for propaganda reasons to associate his image with his father (a good emperor) and boosts the image of Rome and invincible.
· He is not a hands on emperor, he gives administration to his counsel, gives the praetorian prefect the biggest power. He is erratic towards the senate. In 182, conspiracies to end his life begin. 
· In 182 his sister Lucilla, is implicated in a plot gone wrong to kill Commodus. 
· During the reign of Commodus disorder increased in Rome. The Praetorians lynch their prefect (Sextus Tigidius Perrenius). Commodus all of the sudden falls under the influence of his freedman (Marcus Arelius Cleander). He promotes his freedman to praetorian prefect.
· Commodus’ major concern is his personal gratification, he fancies himself a gladiator. Like Caligula and Nero, he caters to the mass (to the people). He fancies himself also a wild beast hunter. Supposedly killed many animals with his own hands (i.e. ostriches, elephants). *Probably fixed like chariot races of Nero. Commodus fought 368 times while co-ruling with his father, when his father died supposedly fought over 1000 times (not 100%). 
· From 185-192AD, the situation becomes grim in Rome, even the populous turns away from Commodus. The freedman must have done a good job of the praetorian prefect because when he was put to death (fell from grace), the people liked him a lot and thus rioted (190). The authority goes to Commodus’ mistresses and one of his servants.
· In 192, Commodus sponsors gladiatorial games (for 2 full weeks) to try to get the people off his back. He personally performed in those games. On the 1st of January, usually start the political year, first day of consulship. He wants to try to take consulship like a gladiator. He wanted to rename Rome to Colonia Commodiana. 31st of December in 192, they assassinate Commodus (they knew ahead of time that on 1/193AD he would dress like that). Senate voted him Damnatio Memoriae. 
· Chaos will no follow because Rome is not organized, nothing there to designate how to expel a bad emperor or to ensure smooth succession. No successor means a civil war (people want to have their choice as emperor). Crisis that will last from 193-197.
· From 193 there will be an emperor (the Severan dynasty). Lucius Septimus Severus will be the next emperor. After Commodus’ assassination the traditional groups will want their choice to be emperor (praetorians, army, senate). 
· The 1st princeps in 193 is Lucius Helvius Pertinax. He is a 66 year old senator; he had served Marcus Arelius in military and civil administrations. Since he is older, they want someone who’s mature after a young emperor. Try to keep association with good emperors. He had already been city prefect and commanded the urban cohorts (police). 
· The praetorians reluctantly accepted him, by the end of March 193, the praetorians killed him the palace (his rule was a few months). The praetorians decide that they are going to make money and auction the post of princeps from their barracks outside of Rome. 2 senators will try to outbid each other: Titus Flavius Sulpicianus (father-in-law of Pertinax and city prefect) & Marcus Didius Severus Julianus (probably a senator since he had a lot of money). Julianus wins the auction and now the senate is scared and they ratify his bid and princeps. 
· The armies outside of Rome outnumber the praetorians. The 3 legions of Syria declare their champion as Caius Pescenius Niger and seven other legions of the east back him up as a candidate to be emperor (10 legions from the east in total). In Britain 3 legions are backing up Decimus Claudius Albinus. 1 legion in upper Pannonia who will be backing up Lucius Septimius Severus. A bunch of legions around the Danu and the Rhine decide to back up Severus (to the point where he will have 16 legions). 
· Severus sets out for Rome immediately, probably meets with Albinus along the way. Does not want to engage in battle right away. He tells Albinus he will give him power (make him Caesar of these places) of Britain, Gaul and Spain, he eliminates one enemy. 
· Now the praetorians who had sold the post to Julianus, all of the sudden they know these legions are arriving. Their loyalty starts to change because they become nervous. When Severus arrives they accept Severus and they murder Julianus. Severus enters Rome as princeps.
· Severus is militarily brilliant, he wants to keep it hush that his power was forcefully taken. He cnacels the Domnatio Memoriae of Commodus to associate himself with Marcus Arelius. He has Pertinax deified to associate himself with the good emperors. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He finds that the praetorian guards are too crazy and dismisses them and replaces them with loyal legionaries. They are loyal and shown that they are good guys. He stations ones legions 21 km southeast of Rome to stabilize his power (in case of an attack vs. the Syrian legions). He increases the vigils (calendars) and cohorts. With Rome secured, he has set out East vs. Niger.  
