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· University of Missouri

· The Black football players went on strike

· Costing the university lots of money, football is a multi-million dollar business

· Music

· Music is almost always incorporated with all important events in our lives

· Primary mode of human expression

· Songs and/or performers strike specific cords in aspects of our lives

· Music is also a form of protest

· Feelings of injustice in society

· Field songs of African- American slaves

· Almost all popular music today have a route in African-American roots, ex: spiritual, blues- sped up (R&B), gospels, jazz, folk music, rock music, some of the earliest rock bands acknowledged- Rolling Stones and The Beatles honoured their debts to African Americans, Rap & hip-hop

· Roots in the slave experience, is going to obviously have its roots in protest

· WW2 was a turning point for the Civil Rights Movement, Civil Rights Revolution:

· Racism and discrimination were so much apart of the war: Nazi & Fascism

· In conversation about music, we tend to leave out the politics of it- ability to reach many

Strange Fruit- Billie Holiday

· Many historians will argue that Billie Holiday was that she was is the best singer of modern day

· Song written for her by a Jewish anti- racist

· One of the first anthems of anti- racist protests

· Strange fruit hanging- Black bodies hanging due to lynching

· The song shows a deep anger of the so called ‘gallant south’ 

· it was composed in the 30’s and then throughout the 40s she sang it

· Huge foundation of the Civil Rights Movement

· not exclusively influential but heavily

· A Change is Gonna come- Sam Cooke
· A crossover musician 

· Huge white audience

· He tried to avoid the conversation of politics and racism

· 2 things happened that influenced him to write this song:

· Bod Dylan- Blowing In the Wind, shook him up because a white performer talking about racism before him

· Cooke and members of his band came across demonstrators in North Carolina, performing a sit-in and felt strong identification with them

· 1963- song hasn’t been recorded yet, him and members of his band were refused to check-in to a white hotel

· Cooke was arrested for disturbing the peace

· Shift in tone from Strange Fruit- hopeful

· At this point there’s an actual movement in place

· Last words- ‘yes it will’

· Civil Rights Movement were being killed- during the Voter registration

· Something irreversible was happening in political life

· MLK’s assassination was a turning point

· Civil Rights to Black Power

· More violent forms of protest 

Mississippi Goddam- Nina Simone

· She performed a live concert the night after MLK was assassinated

· In the same month there was a church burning that killed 4 black girls

· This song is not a lament

· Note that she mock the ‘go slow’ idea
· Slow down you’re trying to make a change happen too slow

· When we picked up cotton it was ‘too slow’- movement ‘go slow’

· War- Bob Marley

· There was a huge reggae influence

· One of the large North American cities that Reggae influenced was Brooklyn and Toronto
· Jamaica had a long history of racial inequality

· This is not just about war

· The liberation of Africa

· South Africa

· Portugal still has direct colonies

· Reggae was one of the most significant vehicles

· In the English speaking: cultural vehicle of ant-racism

· Fight The Power- Public Enemy

· Hip-hop constantly from its origins talks about struggle
· There’s a sense of fighting authority and going against their situation now
· still common feeling upon hiphop music today

