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	The aboriginals are known as the first settlers of Canada, yet today they are one of the few groups targeted immensely. It is through the course of history that we see the development of Canada as something that was positive, yet we forget to mention how this progression of identity affected the first nations own national identity and setting. The article “To be Indian in Canada Today” by Richard Wagamese, describes the current condition and life style of the aboriginals. The author endeavors to give the readers an excerpt of the horrible environment the first nation community lives in. Furthermore, the national identity and culture that was once known to the aboriginal community has now diminished and become nothing but the opposite. The article illustrates the first nations current identity through, the use of words and phrases that portray the indigenous peoples image, the overall message about the loss of the first nations identity, and the connection between the first nations identity and the nation-state.

	The words and phrases used to describe the first nations national identity and national culture has changed over time.  The symbols used to describe aboriginals has changed through the course of many hardships that this community had to undergo, to preserve the land and culture they were once known for. Indeed, the words and phrases used to describe the Canadian Indians today are more violent and dreadful, to their national identity. In the article the phrases and words used to portray the aboriginals identity are suicide, alcohol, drugs, abuse, and lost of spiritual connection with the land.  Moreover, the author describes and lists the abuse and tortures events the first nations endure on a daily bases, because of their separation of the Canadian identity. These images and descriptions of the aboriginals are not what the Canadian culture perceives itself to be. The Canadian culture is known as a multicultural nation that invites anyone of any race, religion and belief to practice what ever they believe in, as long as they are loyal to the land of Canada. Furthermore, because the first step to colonialism was to define the indigenous people as “other”, that allowed the colonizers to take possession of the land, thus the intervention of the European culture began. Therefore, the author illustrates the first nations identity as lost, disoriented, and abusive. 
	
	The words and phrases used in this article are used to convey the message about the first nations identity being lost within the nation-state of Canada. The first nations were known for there spiritually connection with the land, their agriculture and resources. However, after the colonization of the Europeans the culture that they were deeply engrained upon was lost and destroyed by the colonizers. They tried to diminish their cultural identity through many tactics.  Therefore, through out the years the situations of the first nations have been nothing but trouble. There living conditions have become horrendous, due to the fact that they deny being a single nation with Canada and try to uphold their own identity. They have been giving the right to practice what they believe in, yet the government has decreased their use of facilities that other immigrants of Canada are eligible to access. For instance, on of the conditions that the author describes that should be a necessity for all Canadian yet it is not to the indigenous people, is the lack of clean fresh water. The author states that accessing fresh clean water has become a luxury to receive within the first nations community (Wagamese 2013 para.7). Canadians may perceive or tell themselves that they were better and more compassionate colonizers than their rivals like America. However, the stories told about the history of Canada and how it developed has been sugar coated by many historians. The author further states in this article that, to be Indian in Canada means that the history of the aboriginals isn’t taught in schools and, when we try to explain our rights amongst the nation they have no idea what we are talking about. In the book “House of Difference: Cultural Politics and National Identity in Canada” the author Mackey, Eva (2013 pg.88) describes the natives as a group of people that were one with nature and had many resources to offer. Moreover, different people from different nations came to the land of Canada and were astonished by the beauty of the land however, later on decided to develop the land as much as they could. Therefore, the misinterpretation of the history Canada is not shown accurately to the natives of this land, as a result of the loss of identity. 

	As a student of the study of anthropology, it is evident that the message portrayed through this article is relatable to the terms nationalism and nation-state. The construction of a nation-state is something that progresses over time. However, through this article it is evident that the nationalism of the indigenous people has been lost through the course of the development of Canada. Moreover, one of the ways to gain a nation-state is through violence. A nation-state is formed by the genocidal of a community. This allows for other groups to eliminate other cultures and form their own culture on the land of others. In regards to the aboriginals, there were forced to give up their cultural beliefs, traditions and langue so they can become Europeanized.  For example, in the Cultural Anthropology Textbook, it explains that the indigenous people were forced to go to residential schools that were operated by churches. Additionally, they learned about the Christian beliefs and other useful skills, however, they were forced to forget about there own culture and belief. There were forbidden to speak their own langue and practice their own culture because they were told that they needed the guidance of a Euro-Canadian system to survive. Moreover, many disagreed and tried to fight this act, but as result were tortured dreadfully (pg.215). Therefore, it is known that nations are built from the struggle of eliminating other races, and thus Canada did exactly that. 

	One of the requirements of building a nation-state is the control of institutions. Ernest Gellner (1983) states that control of education today is even more important than the control of armed forces. However, the author indicates that many aboriginals often fail to finish high school or receive the skills training (Wagamese 2013 para.6). Nonetheless, the first nations are not able to run a nation-state on their own and indeed need the help of the government of Canada. Unfortunately, through the article we learn that the government is aware of the situations and does not do anything about it. (para.7). Thus, the Canadian Indians have their lost identity and their position to represent Canada through their national identity. 
	
	Every nations identity is sought to bring the community together and to further build and develop the land. However, when that right has been taken away from the nation, the community begins to crumble and become weak. Likewise, the aboriginal communities have experienced the same tragedy and therefore, allowed the community to diminish. Canada is portrayed as the land of freedom and prosperity yet this image doesn’t apply to the nation of the indigenous people.  Through the course of this article the nationalism of the indigenous people has become forgotten and destroyed.  Contractedly, immigrants to Canada are treated more suitably than the aboriginals, in the land that once belonged to them. Therefore, to be Indian in Canada means to be suppressed from the national identity, and to be isolated from the nation-state of Canada. 

Reference Cited

Wagamese, R.W. (2013, January 14). To be Indian in Canada Today. The Globe and mail. 	Retrieved from 
	http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/to-be-indian-in-cantoday/article7261247/   


Mackey, E.M.  (December 1998) .  Becoming Indigenous.  House of Difference: Cultural 	Politics and National Identity in Canada, (chapter 4).  Retrieved from 
	http://site.ebrary.com.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/lib/oculyork/detail.action?docID=101005


	Cummings, M.C. , Larkin, S.L. , McGarry, K.M. , & Robbins, R.R. (2014). Cultural 	Anthropology A Problem- Based Approach. Toronto, ON : Nelson 



A2 Ay Al et el

it e m et s of oty ey o b
[T P S ———
R —

[ ———
The e s e s s o ety i, O e of o s ot

ot s e v e e ot e ey nd e
e s e e, Th s e oo o g e
e ey v o k. ks, o s e e Cnin

ey e ket s e e s, bl s,

N T PR ———




