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	With the genocide going on for 67 years now, history is bound to get mixed up. The Tamil and Sinhalese people constantly debate about who the original inhabitants of Ceylon are, especially since the British unfairly handed the power to high caste Sinhalese people on February 4, 1948. In reality, Eelam (the island of Ceylon) was the last remaining land of Kumari Kandam, a land that was ruled by Tamil Kings and where Tamil civilisation is said to be the oldest civilisation in the world (dating back to 20 000 to 50 000 BC) (The Lost Island of Kumari Kandam 2014). Sinhalese people on the other hand only started inhabiting Ceylon when a prince named Vijaya and his 700 followers were banished from Eastern India in 543 BC and were in search for a new land (Ceylontoday 2012) . From the day Prince Vijaya and his followers first inhabited Ceylon (Sri Lanka) to present day, the Sinhalese people have taken over the Southern and Western part of Sri Lanka. To get a sense of this situation, imagine the way the Europeans colonized North America and repaid the Aboriginals by stealing a huge chunk of their land. Keera, the founder of Waves of Colours captures the emotions and expresses the ongoing situation through her amazing artwork. She also showcases paintings that represent a horrific event that is known today as Black July, presented on the archive, http://www.blackjuly83.com. 
	Before talking about Black July, the political tension that lead to such an event must be understood first. When the Portugese Empire controlled Sri Lanka from 1505-1658 and the Dutch Empire ruled from 1640-1796, both governates recognized two separate states whereas the British empire dismissed the idea of two separate ethnicities with a distinct culture and identity and recognized Sri Lanka as a unitary state. To make things worse, the British colonists favoured European Burghers (a mix of European men and local Sinhalese women), high caste Sinhalese and the Tamils who lived in the North (Ceylontoday 2012). On top of that, democratism was first introduced to Sri Lanka by the British. This form of injustice has been carried on for 67 years now and the problems have kept getting worse. 
	When the Sinhalese were given more privileges, the Tamil people tried every possible way to peacefully protest this inequality. Instead of coming to a mutual agreement, the Sri Lankan government retaliated much more violently. Events like these have abruptly caused the genocide of Tamils in Sri Lanka. One incident that sends shivers down every Tamil person’s spine is Black July. On July 25th, 1983, mobs of Sinhala goons attacked the Tamil minority group with the help of the Sri Lankan government. Innocent Tamil civilians were being attacked for no apparent reason. Tamil owned shops, banks, offices, homes, restaurants, busses and homes were systematically burnt down even with people inside. Individuals were battered to death on the streets as the police watched. Black July was a pre planned pogrom which accounted to 4000 innocent Tamils being killed, thousands injured and eventually killed in hospitals and 200 000 were displaced (Black July 1983, 2007). My father and my uncle ran for their lives from city to city, hiding fromblood thirsty Sinhalese mobs until they found an attic and hid in there for hours. It was as if I was reading Anne Frank’s diary all over again. A bone-chilling day for Tamil people. A day in which individuals questioned their identities and their fate. This was just one event out of thousands which occurred over the years to show that as long as power hungry Sinhalese politicians continuously promote communal violence, Tamils and Sinhalese can never live together in peace. 
	The Eelam Tamil struggle and the Aboriginal struggle is proof that history often repeats itself. Both problems started with the British colonization and it has gone downhill from there. From our reading “increased demands for recognition and self determination were made by Indigenous people (Lévesque, 2013),” showcases that they are in the exact same situation as the Tamil people in Sri Lanka. This work addresses politics and the fact that innocent lives are being taken away in exchange for power. We live in a world with lots of humans but no humanity. Keera’s artwork depicts the sad lives of the Eelam Tamils where their cries are not being heard. Inhumane acts of violence are possessed on the tamils and ever since the armed struggle was over, self determination can only be achieved politically. Keera’s work is eerie and she uses a lot of dark colours which gives us a morbid and negative feeling. She uses a lot of black paint, which is often the symbol of grief. Each painting shows a different situation but each individual shares the same facial expression. Keera protests through art and tells a story through her paintings.
	Overall, Black July was a scary event and Keera captures the story very well. She showcases the inhumane acts of violence and the distraught expressions of the Tamil victims. She is very talented and her artwork is always uniquely portrayed. History often repeats itself but unless you try to voice your concerns, change will never occur. 
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