EXAM FORMAT
· 3 Parts
· 1- Essay on Virtue Ethics
· 2- Essay on Metaethics
· Show both knowledge and the ability to analyze 
· 3- Definitions, Central arguments – Short answer 
· No evaluation or analysis – straight memory testing
METAETHICS
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Metaethics is a brand of ethics that deals with the most basic assumptions and foundation of moral thought
Metaethical Questions:
· What do we mean by right and wrong
· Are there moral facts?
· If so, are they universal or relative?
· How do we learn about moral facts?
· What is the origin of moral facts?
· How do moral facts relate to other types of facts?
Cognitivism – Moral statements are propositions. They express beliefs that can either be true or false
· Moral realism – there are objective moral facts
· Ethical naturalism: 
· Moral facts are knowable through and reducible to non-moral facts about the universe. Moral facts can be determined through empirical observation
· Advantage: Establishes a naturalistic basis for objective morality
· Disadvantage: Must overcome the is/ought problem and the open question argument












· THE IS/OUGHT PROBLEM – DAVID HUME
P: Torture causes pain
C: Torture is wrong.
** The conclusion does not follow from our 1 premise – in order to make that conclusion follow from our first premise we have to insert a second premise. 

P1: Torture causes pain.
P2: Pain is wrong  
C: Torture is wrong
We must have an evaluative premise in order to have an evaluative conclusion

· THE OPEN QUESTION ARGUMENT – G.E MOORE
The moral status of any statement of fact is always open to questioning, without violating any conceptual truths. 
X is pleasurable, but is it good?
Y takes an innocent life, but is it bad?
These are open questions
Ethical Non-naturalism
· There are objective moral facts, but they cannot be derived from or reduced to natural properties
· Advantage: Steps around the is/ought problem and open question argument
· Disadvantage: Epistemologically troublesome. How can we know about these moral facts if they cannot be observed or derived from observable facts? This presents a serious problem for ethical non naturalism
Error Theory
· Moral statements express propositions that can be true or false, but all such propositions are false because they make  false presuppositions
· Advantage: Explains the metaphysical and epistemological problems with moral realism
· Disadvantage: Leads to moral skepticism 
Moral Subjectivism
· There are moral facts but they are subjective, or mind dependant
· Truth-value of moral claims are determined by the speaker. “Abortion is wrong” is true if the speaker sincerely disapproves of abortion
Individual Subjectivism
· There are moral facts, but they are different for each individual person
· Advantage: Accounts for differences of opinion
· Disadvantage: leads to apparent absurdities
Cultural Relativism
· There are moral facts, but they are relative to time and place (similar to legal facts). 
· Truth value of moral claims are determined by the community.  
· Advantage: Accounts for cultural differences of opinion
· Disadvantage: Precludes cross-cultural criticism, gives questionable status to dissidents or reformers. 
Ideal Observer Theory
· Moral facts are determined by the opinions of a hypothetical ideal observer, who is perfectly rational, knowledgeable, etc. Claims to be universal despite its subjectivity
· Advantage: Attempts to establish universal moral facts without the problems of moral realism
· Disadvantage: Epistemological problem: No ideal observer actually exists, so we cannot know that he/she would think.
Divine Command Theory
· Moral facts are determined by the opinions of God. Also claims to be universal despite its subjectivity
· Advantage: Attempts to  establish universal moral facts without the problems of moral realism
· Disadvantage: Dubious existence of God. Epistemic problem regarding God’s opinions. Euthyphro problem.
· Euthyphro Problem
· Is God’s opinion an authoritative source of morality because he has perfect knowledge of independent moral facts, or are moral facts what they are simply because they are God’s will?
· If we choose the former, we have merely pushed the problems of moral realism back a step. We have not done anything to explain these independent moral facts. If we choose the latter, it appears that the basis for morality is arbitrary. 

NON COGNITIVISM
· Moral statements are not propositions. They do not express beliefs that can be true or false. 
· Emotivism – 
· Metaethical stance that is associated with AJ Air and CL Stevenson
· States that moral statements are simply expressions of emotions
· The phrase, “Giving to charity is good” really means something like ,”I approve of charity,” or “yay charity.” 
· Advantage: it explains the difference between moral statements and other statements of fact
· Disadvantage: Completely reinterprets moral language to mean something other than what it appears to mean. Fails to explain similarities between moral statements and statements of fact. 
· Prescriptivism
· Position that moral statements are actually prescriptions for action. The statement, “giving to charity is good,” actually has the prescriptive meaning, “give to charity.” 
· Advantage: explains the difference between moral statements and other statements of fact. 
· Disadvantage: Completely reinterprets moral language to mean something other than what it appears to mean. Fails to explain similarities between moral statements and statements of fact. 
· Expressivism 
· Moral claims are merely expressions of one’s allegiance to a set of norms governing human conduct.
· For example, when I say “abortion is wrong,” means “be committed, as I am, to a community which finds abortion morally repugnant. 

Virtue Ethics (One of the approaches to Normative Ethics)
· Virtue ethics is an approach to normative ethics that emphasizes virtues and moral character rather than specific rules and principles that guide moral behaviour. 
· ARISTOTLE
· Basic principles of virtue ethics:
· Human motivations as derminative factors for right and wrong actions
· Virtue – morally admirable character traits – Opposite-Vice
· A good person is one who embodies certain virtues: honesty, benevolence, justice, etc. 
· Good actions are those that are in accordance with these virtues and are performed for the right reasons 
· An honest person is not simply someone who always tells the truth, but is someone who tells the truth because it is the truth.
· Eudaimonia (human flourishing) is the greatest end for  a human life. It is the only state worth seeking for its own sake
· It is not just any kind of happiness; it is a particular kind of happiness that is the only happiness worth having. 
· In order to achieve eudaimonia, a person must be virtuous, as well as make use of a rational part of the soul. 
· Modern Virtue Ethics:
· Virtue ethics was the most prominent normative theory in the West prior to the enlightenment. Some Enlightenment philosophers (Hume) emphasized virtues, but post-Enlightenment philosophy was dominated by deontology and utilitarianism, both of which emerged in full force in the 18th and 19th centuries.
· In the last half-century, virtue ethics has had a major revival in the West, due to virtue ethicists like Philippa Foot, and G.E.M. Anscombe. 
· Objections to Virtue Ethics:
· Provides less action-guidance than other theories
· Some virtues appear to conflict at times  if being honest with someone will hurt someone’s feelings, which virtue wins? Honesty or benevolence?
· How can we determine which qualities are virtues?
· What is the metaethical foundation of virtue ethics? 
· The assumptions of virtue ethics are harder to justify on metaethical grounds than deontology or consequentialism. 
· Characterizes virtue ethics
· Virtue ethics claims that it is important to not only do the right thing, but also to have the correct disposition, motivation, and emotion in being good and doing right.
· Virtue ethics is not only about action, but also about emotions, characters, and moral habits
· The virtues are, excellences of character, trained behavioural dispositions which result in habitual actions of the same quality. 
· Types of virtues
· Honesty
· Benevolence
· Nonmalevolence – doing no harm
· Fairness
· Kindness
· Conscientiousness
· Gratitude
· Non-moral virtues
· Courage
· Optimism
· Rationality
· Self-control
· Patience
· Endurance
· Industry
· Musical talent
· Cleanliness
· wit
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