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 Marx’s Historical Materialism

Key terms: Alienation, money, relation between bourgeoisie and proitearate, communism

Marx: Historical Materialism Key Terms: biography, context, historical materialism, model of society, ideology

Marx - Engels

Manchester, first city to give rise to the industrial revolution.
- Engels manager of textile factory which Marx saw, did not approve, thought it was birth of capitalism

2 Key Revolutions in Modern Age
- French
- Industrial 

Industrial Revolution:
1) Feudalism to Capitalism
2) Feudalism - nobility vs. peasantry

Feudalism, agriculture and crafts-work

Capitalism
*Bourgeois capitalists
(Class that owns and controls the means of production)
 vs.......
*proletariat
(Class that sells its labor power to survive)

- Capitalism categorized by factory work. 
Historical Materialism: against idealism/primacy of material reality over ideas

Idealism: 
- Rene Descartes. "I think therefore I am."
- Hegel

MARX a troll towards Hegel and Descartes, thinks they were wrong. 

** Marx said key to understanding history is to understand labor, what and how material is produced, and our material life.


Model of Society :
TOP: NON ECONOMICS (POLITICS, LAW, CULTURE)
BOTTOM: ECONOMICS (MODE OF PRODUCTION)

Marx believed base of the model of society is economics. He called it mode of production. Marx argues base determines the superstructure. In other words, the economic dimension of society determines the political system, the legal system and the cultural system, what people believe and the ideas that they hold. Marx wanted to argue that the economic system I'm any society be it feudalism or industrial system, one should study its economic system to determine who has the most money and wealth. Why people believe certain things, study the economic system.

Marx - our political systems main purpose is to make sure to make sure those rich and power remain rich and powerful and the rest remain poor and powerless. (In capitalist societies) 
^ political, law, cultural system exists to ensure how economics are run. The political system does NOT exist to serve you as a citizen. (Marx argues)

Under capitalism, 
1. Mode of production based upon the private ownership of the means of production (by the bourgeois) and the sale of labor power (by the proletariat)

2. Base: capitalist economy. 

3. Superstructure: political, legal, and cultural systems that serve the interests of the capitalist economy and the bourgeois. 

Ideology:
1. Dominant set of beliefs, values, and ideas held by members of society during a particular historical period

2. Located in the superstructure

3. Ideas become DOMINANT due to being ideas of the ruling class; they express the material interests of the dominant class and serve those interests.

4. Ideas of the ruling class are in each epoch of ruling ideas.

Means of mental production: Culture, TV, media, internet, etc etc.


Marx’s Critique of Capitalism


· Emerging class known as bourgeoisie, who became strong only under capitalism
· In middle class, only businessmen were capitalist
· Businessmen composed of merchants, bankers, some craftsmen
· Wealth used to be concentrate in nobility
· Clergy disappeared by the changes from feudalism to capitalism
· Bourgeoisie became dominant class under capitalism
· Capitalism is excellent in producing goods & innovation
· Where capitalism is terrible is when it comes to class difference (creates inequality = bad)
· Capitalism is a terrible system in distribution of wealth
· Historical materialism


3 KEY PRINCIPLES IN THE FRENCH REVOLUTION
1.) LIBERTY
2.) EQUALITY
3.) FRATERNITY (SOLIDARITY)

 Alienation
· (a) Labor as expression of human nature
· The reality of how people labor is what’s wrong with capitalism; “you do it to pay the bills”
· Essentially what happens under capitalism is the violation of our (b) human nature
· Forms of alienation > 1.) product of labor alienation, 2.) act of production, 3.) from human nature, 4.) from other human beings.
· Effects of alienation > (a) labor becomes alien and hostile (b) dehumanization
· Workers under capitalism become reduced mentally, physically, emotionally, spiritually to “a thing”
· It is no longer about how you express your skill, only how quickly it will make the capitalist money
· You become a “cog” on the machine
· Chaplin’s “Modern Times”

History as Class Conflict

1. Historical materialism
2. Struggle or conflict between classes: “engine of history” 
3. Source of class struggle: control and ownership of the means of production (dominant and dominated classes)
4. Historical change

· The dominant class in society is dominant because it owns the means of production; it struggles to keep that ownership and wants to stay in its dominant position whereas the dominated class, who do not own it, struggles to gain that control of production.
· ^ This is what led the peasants to the bourgeoisie class.
· Marx argues that the dominated society will eventually overthrows the dominant class
· THE WEALTH OF ONE CLASS DEPENDS ON THE LABOUR OF THE OTHER CLASS

5. Mode of Production:
a.) Economy or base (in base – superstructure model)
b.) System of organization of human labor for production (satisfaction material needs)
Every historical period has different modes of productions.
Marx lived under capitalism and focused on that mode of production

History is a succession of different modes of production:
Ancient > Feudal > Capitalist > Communist > ?
 
6. Capitalism: mode of production based on…
a.) …private ownership of the means of production by one class (bourgeoisie)
b.) …sale of labor power by another class (proletariat)

 Transition from Capitalism to Communism
· Bourgeoisie as the modern class (source of progress)
· The bourgeoisie, along with the peasants, pushed for change

Critique of bourgeoisie and capitalism:

A.) French Revolution: only bourgeoisie revolution (did not benefit most members of society)
· Marx said French revolution was good and necessary
· Did not benefit most members of society (proletarians) 

B.) Naked exploitation of workers:
· Exploitation of workers is no longer hidden

C.) Massive socio-economic inequalities

D.) Everything reduced to monetary transaction



WEBER: PROTESTANT ETHIC AND RATIONALIZATION


Keywords: 1.) Protestant ethic: calling, asceticism, and rationality
2.) Relationship to capitalism (‘spirit of capitalism’)
PDF: http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/jhamlin/1095/The%20Protestant%20Ethic%20and%20the%20Spirit%20of%20Capitalism.pdf


Durkheim: The Social Sources of Morality


- Organic solidarity (a. solidarity through difference b. strong division of labor; specialization and differentiation c. interdependence)
- The elementary forms of religious life
- According to Durkheim - role of religion is (a) to be the moral heart of society, (b) source of collective representations, (c) creation of solidarity
- Moral crisis of modern society: (a) decline of religion, (b) “former gods are growing old”, sociology: (c) not revive religion but turn to society as a replacement for religion
- Power of society: (a) society is superior to individuals, (b) collective effervescence, (c) individuals surpass themselves in society, (d) source of morality and collective representations, (e) modern society: similar role to god in non modern societies, (f) worship of god is worship of society


Gilman and Women’s Condition


- Women and Economics & The Yellow Wallpaper
- Born in 1860, died 1935
- American feminist
- Feminism: belief of equality between men and women
- One of the first people to be aware of these inequalities
- Yellow Wallpaper: (1) male power, (2) female powerlessness; infantilization, (3) metaphor of the wallpaper


Simmel and Social Interaction


1. Sociability: play-form of association
2. Conflict: normal and useful

What is a form? Abstract generalization of something that happens in several interactions. Example: pick and roll in Basketball (sports).
Example: different shapes in geometry.

- Exchange: form of interaction; market transaction (example.) Gift exchange.
- Not saying conflict is something to strive for; but that conflict is normal and exists and we must understand why it works that way. One group will try to define itself among other groups.


Simmel And Modern Fashion

Modern Culture
High brow and low brow culture: 
- Music, art, etc (high) People who are more educated
- Less important than high brow culture (low) People who are less so educated and considered inferior: Often, people are more educated on low brow as opposed to higher.
Prior to Simmel, society fixated on high brow.

Importance of culture: 

Simmel interesting in analyzing the paradoxes:

a.) Two opposite tendencies found in the same phenomenon which appear contradictory but are combined together and co-exist
b.) “As fashion spreads, it gradually goes to its doom.” (Simmel in Edles and Appelrouth, 2010: PG 309)
^ As fashion becomes successful, that very success leads to its decline and destruction. Success should not lead to a decline. Simmel agrees.

Simmel argues fashion is important because:
1. Embodies characteristics of modern society:
^ Microcosm of what goes on in modern society.
2. Impractical: aesthetic preferences:
^ Fashion has nothing to do with the practical, more to do with aesthetic beauty.
3. Reaction to the democratization of society:
^ In the middle ages, prior to democracy, society was distinguished between different types of clothing. Different status holder wore different clothes.
People of a “higher stratum” had no mechanism by which they could distinguish themselves therefore they adopted fashion.

- No dominant way to distinguish who’s what class anymore.

Paradox #1: Differentiation leads to sameness
^ Differentiation is process by which individuals tries to make himself be different from others in society. In trying to be different, they become the same as those who also try to be different. The person will try to imitate the style of others, they will only become a member of the same group. While trying to be different, you just look the same.

Paradox #2: The new and the old
^ Fashion is all about new-ness; embracing the new; novelty. Simmel argues one reason o study fashion is that the fact it (fashion) is obsessed with the new is an indication that it embodies modern culture; modern culture is always about a pursuit of what’s novel. The most obvious example is technology; having the new phone or tablet, etc. Therefore, Simmel argues, fashion is an indication of society in that it is always about rabid and constant change. Fashion is temporary. It changes from one season to the next. Hence trendiness. 

Even though, in the moment, what appears old will return and come back in to fashion. Hence the paradox.

Paradox #3: Success leads to decline
^ Simmel argues: the success of a particular fashion in terms of its popularity leads to that fashion being abandoned by those who invent it.  Those who originally adopted the fashion will abandon it as soon as it becomes popular.  The originals can not distinguish themselves from others; they are no longer fashionable, they’re just part of everyone else. No aesthetic preferences that are better than others. The originations want to stay and be recognized as higher class. 

The more fashionable something becomes, the less popular it is. (Overtime) Once fashion becomes imitated by everyone else in society, it loses its purpose to the extent that it no longer serves to differentiate members of dominant groups from others as well as the superiority of dominant groups. They no longer appear to be superior because everyone has adopted that fashion. The dominant, wealthy class continue to invent more fashion so that it is only shared by members of their wealth status so that they can be seen as both different and superior than the rest of society and so that they can maintain that gap between themselves and the poor.

Cycle of fashion: ^ Look above. 
Uggs example 

Modern City

Modern life as urban: “The Metropolis and Mental Life”

Urban life enables us to have personal freedom to a degree that was not possible before. 

Allows us personal freedom because:
a) Modern city enables us anonymity; without anyone knowing who you are
b) Independence and mobility
c) Large and varied associations with others
d) Encourages each individual to try to express their own uniqueness

New forms of interactions in metropolises:
a.) meeting strangers: encounter diversity and difference
b.) crowd: loss of individuality

New attitudes due to living in metropolis:
a.) Excitement
b.) Rational: always thinking in terms of efficiency
c.) Blasé: they adopt a blasé attitude because they try to protect themselves against over stimulation meaning they’re making sure all the lights, smell, noise doesn’t affect them too much for them to cope with.


Foucault and Social Regulation 

- Foucault was a psychologist
- Social regulation is a form of social control

Forms of social control:
1) Exclusion: a: silencing b: segregation
2) Normalization (inventing and maintaining normality): a: surveillance b: discipline *training of body & mind & soul, knowledge and power, individualizing (tailor-made)
- there is no “normal” as people understand it
- as sociologists, we should never accept being told “its normal”
- if there is normal then there must be abnormal (“deviant”)
- power is used not only to enforce the normal but just as importantly, it’s used to control and regulate the abnormal/deviant ones

^ PANTOPTICON – PRISONS

- those of us who society constructs as normal is societally constructed.
- discipline has to do with forms of training that shape ways of thinking and acting that are considered normal (it depends on what you see.)

HISTORY OF IMPRISONMENT IN THE MODERN AGE

1) Shift: from phys. Punishment to normalization (through surveillance and self-regulation)
- Prior to the 19th century, Foucault observed that the prisons emphasized on inflicting physical pain to prisoners

2) Humanist reforms of prisons (19th century):
a) more humane treatment of prisoners
b) but also more efficient form of social control

3) Shift: from the dungeon to the panopticon.

Principles of Panopticon:
1) Total visibility
2) Individualizing form of Regulation
3) Generalized model (for other social institutions)

Dorothy Smith

- Canadian sociologist noted for her research in women’s studies and feminist theory as highlighted in this week’s readings, aptly titled “Women’s Experience as a Radical Critique of Sociology.” 

- Dorothy was born in England in 1926, graduating in 1955 with a Bachelors degree in sociology. 

- Already being married, her and her husband attended university in California and lived a life which taught her about “disrepencancy between social scientific description and lived experience.” (Smith 1987:65) 

- Led by her interest in G. H. Mead, she went on to do a doctorate and teach. 

- Smith’s involvement in the feminist movement came after her marriage fell apart and she had returned to England.

- In Women’s Experience, Smith tackles the idea that sociology as we know it (from a Marxist point of view) is a male oriented field with little regard to “sexual reproduction, children, household labor and effective ties” due to focusing all on ethics of paid labor,  politics, etc. 

- Smith also argues that because it is a male oriented sociology, it has constrained symbolic conceptual ways of making sense of the world through the sociological perspective since it is developed from and by men's experiences, and not women's – the two which are worlds apart and thus do not capture the truth. 

- For Smith, if sociology paid more attention to women’s needs, it would be better all together because women have lived those experiences in their lives at one point. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]- Although Dorothy does not go in to depth about mental illnesses themselves and speaks in a general sense, she argues that statistics must not be taken lightly and should be looked at from a critical point of view and one MUST question the legitimacy of them when we see them in newspapers and other mediums and how they are produced – by which, I’m assuming, she means research methods.

- Various different psychiatric facilities also specialize in different capabilities, says Smith, and professionals are taught how to deal with each separately as each particular problem is different and thus, different actions need to be taken appropriately.  




Bourdieu

- P. Bourdieu born in 1930’s France, raised by modest family (father – farmer), studious kid (received many awards and received training from sociological theorists like Foucault, Ponty, and Sartre – all Marxist in nature)
- Attempted to “overcome dualism” in the field of sociology = avoided adapting other scholars and theorists’ ideas and instead devised a way to fuse them together
- Created notion of “habitus”: a concept he began to develop during his anthropological studies, which is a mental filter that “structures an individual’s perceptions, experiences and practices”
- Humans don’t create dispositions; they acquire them over time from others and implement them in to their personality
- “Habitus” = relationship between agency and structure
- No universal truth in terms of a particular vision of the world which is shared
- B. influenced by Weber heavily (=interest and power comes from a number of places)
- “Form of Capital” by P. B = Capital = force inscribed in the objectivity of things so that everything is not equally possible or impossible. 
Three types of capitals: Economic, cultural, social 
Significant Terms: Habitus, symbolic violence, cultural capital, symbolic capital, symbolic struggles, bolic capital, symbolic violence
Significant Quotes: Entirety of the passage on social capital was significant to me in that I wasn’t aware it existed and social “capital” could be measured. (155-157 in Forms of Capital)

Bourdieu’s background: 

Sociologist concerned with the spread of power in society and how power was created, transferred, and maintained across generations and societies.

	Arguments and concepts in readings: 
- Academic capital = product of the combined effects of cultural transmission of one’s family and the school

- Schools assist in forming general disposition towards a “legitimate culture” which must be taken out of school and applied in reality to complete comprehend

- Educational system is flawed; schools fails to genuinely show the true culture (non-curriculum culture) in a positive manner 

- Schools “impose titles” on its students; both negative (“stigmatizing”) and positive (i.e., wealth, social capita, etc. also called “ennobling”)

- Cinema going = lower amongst the less educated when compared with the more educated; knowledge of film directors is also more closely linked to higher cultural capital
Aesthetic distancing

Significant quotation(s) from reading & class discussion:

	“The cultural divide which associates each class of works with its public means that it is not easy to obtain working class peoples first hand judgements on formalist innovations in modern art.”	Bourdieu, 33.

As a member of the working class, the quote above somewhat struck me emotionally and made me angry to an extent. To me, it’s essentially saying that the working class people are not able to have access to this knowledge or allowed to make that judgement. Correct me if I’m wrong about my interpretation, however I believe knowledge on anything - modern art included - is NOT restricted to neither economical or cultural capita and this type of bourgeois thinking is offensive.
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Group 1: Alienated Labor (42-48)
Group 2: The Power of Money In Bourgeois Society (48-51)
Group 3: Bourgeois and Proletarians (54-60)
Group 4: Proletarians and Communism (60-65)

Task: Identify key concepts, then explain/go in to context. Pick one that explains the key idea for proof.

> The proletarians are a very tight knit group as they are more concerned for the common good 
> Capitalists want the best for themselves and want to remain in power all the time
> Proletarians: want because everyone wants it.
> Communists theory: they want the abolition of private poverty. (p. 61)
> To be a capitalist is to have not only a purely personal, but a social status in production. 
> In communist society, there would be no class difference. We would share class difference. It does not mean we will all be equal. 


> Alienated from Product: person never sees the end product, only help in making one part of the product. They can never say that this is my product. What you produce does not belong to you 

> Alienation from other people:  You don't get to spend time with people you enjoy. Instead, you are forced to work with people regardless if I you like them or not. 

> Alienation from work: If you work on an assembly line, your job becomes monotonous and automatic. Your mind doesn't even have to be there. 

> Alienation from the species essence: That's the hardest one to understand, but it's rooted in Marx's belief that humans are naturally inclined to work, as long as this job engages their "human spirit". 
EX: animals work for themselves. Humans work for others.  
> Humans 

A perfectly unalienated worker under Marx's system would be someone like an artisan (blacksmith for example) who has his own business, works with whoever he wants, owns whatever he produces and of course, loves his job.

Division of Labor

> In capitalism, everything has to do with money.
> Money is universal.
> 
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Take Home 1st Exam due November 18th, 2014.

Question 1 Entailments:
* Emergence of capitalism
* Explain key concepts in question
* Make sure to compare and contrast Marx and Weber by making them 
* Argue against each other

Question 2 Entailments:
* Write e-mail to friend
* Weber and Durkheim’s ideas to explain social problems
* How do those concepts explain those problems 
* Weber’s Iron Cage and Beaurocracy
Characteristics of Beaurocracy: University, company, government, etc. 
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