
The making of Modern Motherhood

· The role that the mother is supposed to play is invented and not a natural occurrence
· The 21st century mother nurturing, caring for her children has no life outside motherhood, not natural, is forced by society
Mothering Vs. Motherhood
· Mothering is the experience of raising children
· Motherhood is the institution that tells women how to mother, told to mother in isolation, institution oppresses women
· As an institution, operates to dominate women, not a natural function, and is culturally performed
Invention of Motherhood: Agriculture to Urbanization
Agriculture
· Before 1900’s Motherhood did not exist because: no concept of childhood, seen as adults in small bodies
· No need for special care cause they had no needs
· Also, women could not waste time on children
· Husband and wife equally shared productive labour
· Child taken care of by older children or grandparents rather than mother
· Wet nursing: infant nursed by another women
Urbanization
· Motherhood is invented as a purpose since they had no jobs 
· First time families leave farms to look for paid employment, spend the money on things they used to make themselves
· Men went for paid work, women stayed home because they were not allowed to work or go to school, very few women jobs 
WW2 and Beyond: The Privatization of Motherhood as Full Time Mothering
· Things changed “overnight” 
· First time middle class women drawn into labour market and expected to work
· Doing male jobs during war, ex. Weapon making, 
· Good mothers were working mothers 
· Anybody that was available to help raise children did so since biological mothers were working
· Women working during war resulted in winning the war
· When men came back from war, women didn’t want to give up their jobs since they got good pay and wanted to continue making money
· Women fired for not leaving jobs
· Good mothers now full time others
· If mother was not around full time, studies showed the children would greatly suffer
· Motherly love necessary for child development

1990’s and Beyond: Intensive Mothering: Emerging from Neo-Liberalism and Backlash to Feminism
· Mothers are supposed to be involved in their children’s activities
· No women is completely fulfilled until she has kids
· Standards are impossible to meet
· Intensive mother is competitive, there can only be one 
· Takes a lot of money 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Women quit jobs in order to be full time mothers 

