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Chapter 1 

USE OF RESEARCH

Academic research
Academic social research: research designed to advance fundamental knowledge about the social world. 
· research direction: how the social world operates, what causes things happen, why social relations are a certain way and why society changes. 
· primary consumer: scientific community
· good side: -provides the source of most of the tools, methods, theories and ideas for applied researchers to analyze basic causes of people's actions or thinking. - long term impact. (50 or 100 years)
· -bad side: lacks practical application in the short term

Applied research
Applied social research: research that attempts to solve a concrete problem or address a specific policy question and that has a direct, practical application.
· research direction: conduct quick, small-scale studies that provides practical results for decision making in the short time. 
· primary consumer: practitioners (e.g., teachers, social workers) or decision makers (e.g., mangers, agency administrators)
· good side: applicable
· bad side: less likely widely disseminated, results may not be used wisely (e.g., Toronto Star v.s. Toronto Police Service)


	Academic and Applied Social Research Compared

	Academic
	Applied

	Research is intellectually stimulating and other scientists make the judgments
	Research is part of a job and is assessed by funders who may be outside the disciplines of social science and not scientists themselves

	Research topics are selected based upon intellectual interests
	Research topics are selected based upon problems identified by funders. 

	Research is judged on the basis of high scientific standards
	The scientific standards of the research can vary

	The primary concern is with the internal logic and rigour of research design
	The primary concern is with the ability to generalize findings to areas of interest to funders

	The major objective is to contribute to basic theoretical knowledge
	The major objective is to have action-orientated objectives for results

	Research is considered successful when it appears in peer-reviewed scientific publication 
	Research is considered successful when findings are used to inform policy or practice




3 Types of applied research

Evaluation research study: a type of applied social research in which one tries to determine how well a program or policy is working or reaching its goals and objectives. 
· widely used in large bureaucratic organizations (e.g., business, schools, hospitals, government, large non-profit agency)
· limitations: 1) no peer-reviewed process, 2) raw data are seldom publicly available, 3) the inputs and outputs of a program is not be fully covered and selected. 4) decision makers may selectively use or ignore evaluation findings. 

Action research study: a type of applied social research in which a researcher treats knowledge as a form of power and abolishes the division between creating knowledge and using knowledge to engage in political action. 
· 5 characteristics: 1) the people being studied actively participate in the research process, 2) incorporates ordinary or popular knowledge, 3) focuses on issue of power, 4) seeks to raise consciousness or increase awareness of issues. 5) it is tied directly to a plan or program of political advocacy for an issue. 
· limitations: wealthy and powerful groups also sponsor and conduct research to defend their status, positions and privileges in society. 

Social impact assessment research study (SIA): a type of applied social research in which researcher estimates the likely consequences or outcome of a planned intervention or international change to occur in the future.  
· it may be part of a larger environmental impact statement required by government agencies and used for planning and making choices among alternative policies. 
· "quality of life" issues: access to health care, illegal drug and alcohol use, schooling qualities


















PURPOSE OF A STUDY

Exploration research: research into an area that has not been studied and in which a researcher wants to develop initial ideas and a more focused research question.
· first stage in the sequence of studies
· address the "What?" (e.g. what is this social activity about?

Description research: research in which one "paints a picture" with words or numbers presents a profile outlining stages, or classified types. 
· show detailed situation, social setting or relationship.
· focus on "How?" and "Who?" (e.g. how did it happen? who is involved?)

Explanation research : research that focuses on why events occur or tries to test and build social theory.
· 1) identifies the source of social behaviors, beliefs, conditions and events, 2) documents causes, test theories and provide reasons




Short answer questions:

1. If someone suggests a manager from a food company to do an academic researching based on the question whether they should produce non-fat ice cream to develop the market, is it a correct advice? Why and why not?

2. There are 3 types of applied research. Please list them all and identify at least 4 of each their features. 

3. What are the relationships of exploratory, descriptive and explanation research? And how does them work together as a sequence of study? Please give us an example. 
