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Asia and the Expansion of the Cold War
I. The Question of Japan

Like Germany, Japan was defeated, unlike Germany, there wasn't much talk or plan as to how they would deal with Japan. There were conflicting views about what to do with defeated Japan, and the other side was to reconstruct Japan not only economically but reshape the Japanese society to make it more conducive to western thought. Reconstruction was favoured since they could use another ally rather than enemy. There was a struggle between the emperor and military therefore internal struggle showed a favoritism to reconstruction. 

First task was to demilitarize Japan and a series of trials that were in many ways, like the nuremberg trials, were incomplete. 

Second, democratization. They had to demystify the emperor as supreme leader, he wears normal clothing, etc... all as a way to keep him in power. US army lawyers drafted a new Japanese constitution (1947 constitution) and sovereignty is stated to lay with the people instead of the emperor. House of legislature elected and an independent judiciary, trade unions devised, human rights component to the constitution (freedom to economic livelihood, just compensation. Japan can also no longer have a military the way it used to so that it cannot be a threat anymore (no standing military beyond forces). 

Third, economic reform: There are plans in 1946-47 to break down the monopoly of big corporations and distribute the business, but these don't really happen. Japanese economic crisis is still active so that prevents it. Second, Cold War alliances were being made. The U.S. were hoping that China would be the pillar of stability in Asia but since there was a Chinese War, there was immense instability in the country and therefore U.S. wanted to make Japan this pillar and the fighter against the spread of communism in Asia. 

Eventually the U.S. stops the breakdown of the Haibatsu, allows some supreme military leaders back, tear down unions. Rather, wanted to build a solid economic plan with just an overarching image of democracy. 

The Reverse Course:

The U.S. believed that their goal has been achieved and 41 nations signed a peace treaty with Japan September 1951 (active April 1952) and known as the treaty of friendship. Shortly after, a security treaty between the two countries: U.S. takes responsibility to Japan's security but the U.S. gets control. 

II. The Chinese Civil War (Nationalist vs. Communist)
China undergoes a mass revolution in 1949 that brought a lot of communist members. China has a revolution in 1911 that overthrew the existing dynasty and was sort of moving towards a democratic state. Sun Yat-Sen comes into power and believed it could make China to a constitutional monrachy but didn't think it would work because it was too close to a dynasty, and so he decides to have a republic. This made the U.S. very happy especially since it believed they had a special connection with China. China proceeds to draft a constitution in March 1912. Things then fall apart Sun Yat-Sen's party GMD was militarily weak so he made an alliance with the military warlords to overtake the dynasty and allied with Yuan Shikai - a warlord. Shikai wanted to be the president after they overthrew the dynasty. The GMD party tried getting together to reconvene a democratic assembly but Shikai didn't allow this to happen without him as ruler. They wanted to convene somewhere else and oust Shikai but a lot of international governments saw Shikai as the legitimate ruler. The people that found the communist party are the ones that were unhappy with the western countries that legitimized Shikai. 
The Birth of the CPP (Chinese Communist Party): Sun Yat-Sen wanted to work with the communist party because it gets Shikai out of party. Yat-Sen died and Chiang Kai takes power but doesn't want to work with the communists since he's cautious  that they want to take over from within. 
Chiang Kai sets the GMD as a rightist party and makes the CPP a very leftist party. Chiang Kai is very westernized and supported by the U.S. and there is a lot of U.S. assistance in the nationalist Chinese government. They decided to overlook the fact that Chiang Kai's regime is moving towards fascism, drug connections, and anti-peasantry. 
United Front: Wasn't really united because Chiang Kai wanted to take down the CCP more than Japan. As WWII comes to an end, the Civil War emerges
Soviets and the Civil War: Stalin urged to work with the nationalists, urged the socialists to work with the nationalists, made a friendship treaty with the nationalists and worked with the GMD. Stalin actively restricts the CCP in 1946, but the CCP (Mao Zedong) doesnt listen. Stalin is trying to restrain Mao because he doesnt want a leader that wont listen to him, but would rather make a divided China than problems with the U.S. 
U.S. and the Civil War: People from America are on the ground (like Russia) to try negotiate peace between the two. Secretary of State Marshall tries negotiate peace, tries threatening Chiang Kai by withdrawing U.S. support saying they'll support the CCP and makes the same threat to the CCP. No agreement was met and once they negotiators left, Chiang Kai put a full fledged military campaign against the CCP.
When the CCP takes control, the U.S. is unwilling to have any connection with them and doesn't recognize mainland China as the real China but instead, since Chiang Kai is in Taiwan they change the name to the Republic of China and legitimizes it. America doesnt open trade with them until 1972. Questions arose asking if there could have been some relationship since 1949 which is named, "The Lost Chance."
III. The United States & the People's Republic of China: A "Lost Chance?"
Stalin and Mao didn't have a strong relationship because Stalin was trying to hold Mao back. They start to think that under the CCP, there was more support to the Americans, a lot of these members were nationalists that just chose the CCP as a party. 
The Historiographic Debate: this argument appears in late 1960 led to start thinking about Asia differently. This debate was developed by Warren Cohen, and Nancy Tucker. An analysis started to emerge that both Chinese and American leaders were interested in some form of accommodation 
2. The relationship between the Soviet Union and the CCP was rocky
3. Even though Mao was communist, he was at first nationalist
Argument against the thesis (Michael Sheng, John Garver, Chen Jian):
1. Ideological considerations, Sheng argues that even though Mao was nationalist, he was an ideologue and believed more in socialist ideology than Stalin was. 
2. When Mao does seek accommodate with the U.S., its because at that point in time he believe the Soviet Union has abandoned the communist world takeover and sees the Soviet Union as more of a threat than the U.S.
3. Garver points out that for there to have ever been a relationship, Mao made demands that had to be met (cut all ties with Chiang Kai)
4. The relationship with the CCP and Moscow was more substantial than we thought. Since there wasn't direct support of Mao, we didn't know the depth of what was going on behind the scenes. 
- Soviet Union would be the center of promoting proletariat Revolution in Europe was for Soviet Union but in Asia it was for Mao. 
- 1950: U.S. squares off with Chinese troops in the Korean War. 
IV. The Cold War Turns Hot: Korea
American and Chinese forces come head to head and there aren't soviet forces just supplies. 
Towards Two Koreas: Korea was under Japanese control from 1910-1940 and wanted to overthrow Japanese imperial control. When Russia declares war on Japan in 1945, Soviet forces flood Korean Peninsula (keeps a promise to FDR in Yalta). Washington was concerned that the Soviets would control the Korean Peninsula before the U.S. could get there, so soviets and U.S. agree to stop at a provisional partition in the 38th parallel. A government was created south of the 38th parallel, Korean political organizations wanted control. 
Syngman Rhee (Republic of Korea - SK) lived in the U.S. for 30 years and returns to South Korea to take power but even he disagreed with the triparte agreement. Soviet Union started funding Kim il Sung (People's Democratic Republic of Korea - North Korea). UN wanted to supervise national elections but Kim il Sung disallowed the UN commissions to hold elections in the north and only holds elections in the south. Syngman Rhee wins in the south and Kim il Sung declares north of 38th line the people's democratic republic of Korea with him as president. Soviets left the north, U.S. left the south by 1948. As the soviet troops left, they left behind a significant military basis for NK. The U.S. left behind enough military supplies for a defensive position but didnt want to give him an offensive capability. 
Kim Il Sung keeps asking the soviets if they can invade SK but keeps saying no because he didn't want the U.S. to think until 1950 finally saying yes because of these reasons:
1. Soviets successfully tested their fist atomic weapon in september 1949
2. CCP has come to power and in a formal alliance with Soviet Union (Feb. 1950)
3. Speech in the U.S. given by the Secretary of State to a bunch of reporters discussing America's defense perimeter in Asia and leaves out Korea signaling it doesn't care about Korea 
They underestimated the American response to Korea because they were unaware of the defense document that said he would prevent any further communist expansion in Asia following CCP's takeover. Truman was looking soft on communism and has Truman with his back against the wall (red scare is at its height at the time) so Truman takes action fearing Japan will be next and fears it was Stalin pushing this. 
Soviet walks out of the UNSC so that allows U.S to organize a police force to push NK's forces back up but instead of stopping after pushing them behind the 38th parallel they push even further into China's border which is why China entered the war. McArthur recalls him out of his position because he suggests using an atomic bomb which wasn't possible since the Soviet Union has a bomb too. Both sides kept pushing but an armistice was made when Eisenhower came to power, armistice can be removed by any side since its not a treaty. 


V. Taking Stock
Shifted the Cold War from a European focus to a Eurasian focus. Mao's victory is what shifted the Cold War. Therefore in 1950 the U.S. was in a position that it wanted to avoid in 1940 which was a land war against China. 
Korean War signaled a militarized push towards communism, led to the militarization of containment in Europe and Asia. The "O" in NATO doesn't appear until Korea. Set a pattern of limited war as opposed to total war, German's refusal and the fear of nuclear war is what sets the scene for limited conflict rather than total war and police action instead of war. Pattern of indigenous political groups that protect their own interests or their own indigenous political ends.
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