lecture 1:

What is mythology?
· Mythos – word, speech, story

· A myth is a story which has “prove itself worthy of becoming traditional.”

· Traditional – something that I spassed on, has some quality about it giving it enough value to pass on.

· A myth is a traditional tale with secondary partial reference to something of collective importance” (W. burkert) 

· Myths are traditional tales, which maintain contact with the past and hand on inherited wisdom to the future. Traditional tales explain a society to itself, promulgating its concern and values. they describe patterns of behaviour as models for members of a society, especially in times of crisis” (B. Powell) 

· essence of myth: traditional, Resonant/Useful (relatable), flexible/adaptable (different variations) 
· Homer (700 BC) – first person with idea to write down Greek myths. 

· Wrote down myths that had been passed down to him, from probably around 1200 BC, some even before 2000 BC and 3000 BC (we know this based on the culture that was present in certain stories)

· Alexander the Great – as he conquered the known world, he read the stories of Achilles, had practical useage.

· Heracles – version from Disney movie, isn’t right or wrong just different from other versions. 
· as society changes, their psychological needs change, they don’t want to give up traditional stories, so they change them to reflect new era/generation

· 450 BC – Athens was at its peak, drew on Homers’ stories but changed them to reflect their democratic/unique society.

· Myth and Truth
· In ancient times – myths were a problem for certain ancient authors such as philosophers who analyzed them, believed they may be bad for society. 

· God did questionable things – Zeus who supposedly is the high God is always doing morally wrong things. 

· Xenophanes (540 BC) – criticized anthropomorphic (in the form of humans) gods, looking and acted like us at our worst 

· Ethiopian gods had dark skin, European gods usually had white skin, believed gods reflected society they are from

· Plato – would expel posts from his ideal city (but made up new myths) 

· Plato wanted to create the perfect system/city/ (The republic), wanted to kick out poets to prevent spread of myths with bad ideals. 

· created his own myths, more suited to his purpose, stories that encouraged moral behaviour 

· Aristotle – poetry (myth) is more serious than history because it gives general truth

· History tells what happens, myth gives us an idea into the mentality of the time. 

· today – myths are more for entertainment, not taken too seriously, lack scientific truth. 

· Myth Proper (divine myth) – focus on gods, humans can be involved but main focus on gods
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· Classification: 

· Myth Proper- explain nature (function like science), society 
· Legend/Saga – heroes are main focus, explain the past (like history) eg. Trojan war, to inspire noble behaviour

· Folktales – powerless hero, to entertain and encourage e.g. jack and the beanstalk

· Interpretation: 

· Ancient – to reject or to allegorize?

· Physical allegory – something that happens naturally in the physical world. a) theagenes – said god represents physical elements. Strife between opposite elements in the world e.g hot vs. cold, fire vs. water. b) stoics – philosophical school. e.g Cronus = Chronus 

· Historical allegory – looks like stories about gods but actually stories about historical figures from the past like kings etc. e.g. Euhumerus 

· Moral Allegory – illustrates morals e.g. Daphne and Apollo, Judgement of Paris 

· NB. neoplatonists – followed plato, believed there was a sublime world that embodied all truth and our world is a reflection of that, myths are a reflection of a divine immovable truth. Uranus = unity, unchanging oneness. Cronus = intellect, unchanging but plural. Zeus = soul, changing and plural. 
· Medieval times: moral allegory 

· Enlightenment: rationalistic denigration of myth. Romantic Reaction. 

· Modern: Psychological 
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· Modern interpretations:
· Psychological: a) Freud – “in our dreams our subconscious works out tensions which are a bit too disturbing which are bit to hard to face up to our conciousness” – dreams symbolically represent our repressed fears and thoughts. e.g. Oedipus complex. 

· Myths work through subconsciously 

· b) Jung – collective unconscious

· Greek stories have to do with time of transition 

· Anthropological: a) Ritual (J.G. Frazer) especially fertility. Myth represents the ritual. 

· b) social charter (B. Malinowski) – Myth explained and justified the way things were in society (practices, situations, mentalities). E.g. Cadmus and the Boeotians. 

· Structural: a) C. Levi-Strauss – it’s the structure that you see reoccurring in myths that are important. 

· Mind thinks in opposites (binary). Myths bring together these opposites in a way that is satisfying.

· b) V. Propp 
· c) W. Burkert – Myths reflect the changes society goes through 

· Feminist: disparities of powers between two persons in a myth (male and female). 

Creation 

· Variety: a) philosophical: Natural Philosophers (6th-5th c.) 

· first theories: everything composed of water, air 

· Epicureans: atoms streaming through the void and then a swerve happened and they bumped into each other creating the world 

· b) Mythical: Homer: Oceanus and Tethys, Ovid: eclectic 

· Hesiod’s account: a) Background issues 

· inspiration: the muses. Mythological story tellers were compelled by the divine muses. 

· “FROM the muses of helicon* let us begin our singing… and they told me to sing of the family of blessed ones blah blah 

· the muses – the truth: divine insight into reality 
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· Purpose: a) origins: where everything came from.

· gods and geographical features of the world are often connected. (e.g. earth is a god, sea is a god etc.) 

· b) praise the gods

· c) justify political realities 

· b) Account of Creation
· 3 generations of gods: first generation of gods are heaven (Uranus) and earth (gaia)
· second generation of gods are Cronus and Rhea 
· third generation of gods are lead by zeus and hera 
· I. Primeval elements: chaos, earth (gaia), tartarus (lowest part of the universe: underworld), eros (sexual desire) 
· priority of chaos? 
· II. First generation of gods: anthromorphic gods but mostly geomorphic. 
· sexually gaia (with Uranus) produces 12 titans. 
· III. 2nd generation of gods: a) Oceanus and Tethys b) Hyperion and Theia c) Cronus and Rhea
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· Cronus and Rhea had 6 kids: Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hates, Poseidon, and Zeus. 
· 4. Castration of Heaven (Uranus): from blood – furies, giants, meliae.
· from genitals – Aphrodite 
· 5. Cronus and Zeus. 
· 6. Titanomachy: battle between titans and Olympians.
· Zeus and his brother and sisters vs. Cronus and other titans.
· Olympians win 
· 7. Typhonomachy: Thyphoeus if the youngest offspring of gaia
· Earth mated with Tarturus after Uranus. They produced Typhoeus or Typhon.
· He was a huge powerful monster. “He would have become the king if the father of gods had not taken notice”. Zeus struck him down to retain control. 
· Cf. Gigantomachy: battle of the giants. Cf. birth of Athena (born from the head of Zeus). 
· There was a Prophecy that Zeus’s first wife (Metis) would have a son that would usurp Zeus. Zeus ate his wife. 
· C) Interpretation

· 1. Historical: Generations taking over actually portrays what happened historically. 
· 2. Psychological: Something psychologically satisfying. 
· 3. Eastern influence
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· Creation of Mortals 

· Introduction: much variety 
· In Hesiod, mainly Zeus creates humans but theres other accounts with different gods 
· I. Hesiods Versions: a) five ages: Gold Age, Silver Age, Bronze Age, Heroes Age, Iron Age
· Hesiod wrote two different works (theogony and “works and days” ) 
· Hesiod says the Iron age is terrible 
· b) Pandora: Origins of Women. 
· 1. Backgroud: Promethus – Once the titans are destroyed turns against zeus. 
· Promethus tricks Zeus by putting out two groups of food with one with good stuff on top but rotten stuff underneath (bones) and Zeus picks the one that looks good. 
· Zeus gets mad and withholds fire from human and Promethus steals Zeus’s fire and gives it to humans. 
· 2. Creation of Pandora: “At once Zeus made an affliction for mankind to set against the fire.” (the creation of a woman was punishment) 
· Pandora’s name means “Every gift”. She was given many gifts by the gods (beauty etc.). Hermes gave her the mind of a bitch and morals of a thief. 
· 3. Result: Epimetheus’ folly. 
· 4. Significance of evil: a) origins of evil (alternate interpretation: suffering from cycle of procreation). b) hope: good or evil? c) Prometheus: represents the negative aspect of Zeus. role: trickster and culture god/hero. 
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· Ovid’s Creation 
· A) Original Creation: man is divine/earthy. 
· Romans thought the fact that humans stand upright shows how noble they are. 
· Stages of Humanity: gold, silver, bronze, iron and GIANTS 
· humans arose from the blood and mud of the destroyed giants. (destroyed by Zeus) 
· B) stages of Humanity 
· C) Flood: Deucalion and Pyrrha 
The Gods 

· 1. The Olympians: offspring of Rhea and Cronus. 

· 1. Hestia (vesta): Goddess of the heart, she was very important for religion but not so important for mythology. (not many stories). 

· 2. Hades (Pluto): had the underworld to control. Very serious and very highly respected. 

· 3. Poseidon (Neptune): very serious and highly respected. He was very unpredictable and short tempered. God of the Sea. 

· 4. Demeter (ceres): God of Grains and what grows from the ground. Important to religion and mythology is relatively limited. 

· 5. Hera (Juno): Wife of Zeus. Goddess of Women and Child Birth. Nagging Zeus. Shrewish, Vindictive, Majestic. 

· 6. Zeus (Jupiter): Ruler of the world. Upholder of Justice. Human Foibles. Sometimes Limited in Power. Sometimes Supreme in Power. 
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· Offspring of Zeus and….

· 1. Hera: a) Ares (mars) – god of destructive war. negative character. Offspring is terror and fear. Mars is a much more positive god to the romans than Ares is to the Greeks.

· b) Hephaestus (Vulcan) – close to Hera. Some Versions say he came from Hera alone without a mate. Craftsman God. “makes works of wonder beyond comprehension”. Metal working. Also god of fire. Disabled, yet married to Aphrodite.
· c) Hebe – name means “youthful beauty”. Cf. Ganymede. 
· d) Eileithyia – goddess of child birth. connected with hera.

· 2. Leto: a) Apollo (Apollo) – god of prophecy and culture. People go to him to ask questions. 
· b) Artemis (Diana) – Huntress. God of wild animals. Virgin Goddess (most virgin). 

· 3. Metis: Athena (Minerva) – God of positive war and domestic arts. Inspires soldiers to defend the city. Almost entirely positive and admired. Thought to be the goddess of wisdom in general. 

· 4. Dione: Aphrodite (Venus) 

· 5. Maia: Hermes (Mercury) – he is the messenger god. Typically the one Zeus sends to straighten things out. God of thieves and businessmen (merchants). Very mobile god. 

· 6. Semele: Dionysus (Bacchus) – Born a god from a mortal women. God of wine and ecstatic religion. 

· Olympian List: 
· (Hestia), (Hades), Demeter, Poseidon, Hera, Zeus, Ares, Aphrodite, Apollo, Artemis, Athena, Hephaestus, Hermes, Dionysus

· 2. Nature of the Gods
· a) Anthropomorphic: human-like 
· they have human failings. 
· b) Idealized: so much more powerful and glorious than humans. 
· c) Immortal – Cf. Nectar and ambrosia, Ichor
· d) Polytheistic 
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· e) Fatalistic: Herodotus Cf. Croesus and Solon

· usually they thought of fate as a divine force. 

Poseidon and sea deities 

· Poseidon: a) character: unpredictable and dangerous, he is not evil, he is a very serious god and not as benevolent as zeus. 

· an example of how dangerous he is the story of Polyphemus and Odyssues. Also the story of Argos and Athens. 

· b) appearance: mature male with trident (full beard). 

· c) concerns: 1. The sea 

· 2. earthquakes

· 3. horses – in religion Poseidon is called Poseidon hippios (horsey). “Poseidon who has to do with horses”. Story of him mating with Demeter as a horse. 
· 4. Patronage: loses out to the patron of most cities. 

· Other sea deities: 

· a) original sea deities: 1. Pontus: Gaia produced Pontus asexually.
· 2. Oceanus and Tethys (Titans): had a lot of offspring that were water deities and their offspring are called oceanids. 
· 3. Nereus (Old man of the sea): offspring of Pontus and gaia. Shapeshifter. He was very wise and benevolent. 
· 4. Proteus: kindly, shapeshifter. very much like Nereus. 
· 5. Triton: mixed in with nereus and proteus and connected with poseidon. He is like a merman. He is often portrayed blowing on his conch shell. 
·  b) Later Generations: 
· 1. Nereids: offspring of nereus. Produced 15 nereids. Amphitrite famous for being consort of Poseidon. Thetis famous for being the mother of Achilles (Greek hero). Galatea (loved by rough polyphemis). 
· 2. Oceanids: 3000 rivers, 3000 nymphs. 
· 3. Monsters: a) offspring of Phorcys and Ceto: Graeae. 
· b) offspring of Poseidon and medusa: chrysaor and pegasus; Later descendents of various sea deities: geryon, cermerus, echidna, hydra, sphinx, etc.
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· Pallas Athena (Minerva)
· Intro: a) Birth – from Zeus’ head (god of military prowess, wisdom, masculine virginity). Virgin god along with Hestia and Athena. She knows zeus’ mind and zeus loves her. 

· b) attributes: aegis (breastplate but not a normal one) and panoply (helmet). 

· c) Symbols- she is associated with owl and olive tree

· d) name – pallas athena. competes with Athena. she killed a giant named pallas and made her something from the giants skin/fur iunno and that’s how she got the name. 

· Nature:
·  a) military prowess. she is one of the most positively portrayed deity of any of the goddesses. (her aegis inspired fear, had medusas head on it)

· 1. panoply 

· 2. battles: v. Ares at Troy. She fought for Greeks. 

· 3. Intelligent War – E.g. restraining Achilles. 

· b) Wisdom:
· 1. domestic Arts – E.g. Arachne (Weaving was a big thing) 

· 2. Non-domestic Arts – carpentry and horse training. 
· 3. Patron of heroes (esp. wise heroes) Eg. Odysseus. 

· c) Masculine Virgin:

· she does have one child sort of. not a virgin birth. child grew from semen on her leg. 

· 1. virgin – Eg. Erichthonius 

· 2. defends the Male – Eg. orestes 

· d) Civilization and Order:

· 1. Parthenon. 

· 2. Athena Polias – when she protects the city. 

· Aphrodite (Venus). 
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character and origins 

· Artemis
· A) Realms: 1. Hunt 

· her most common attribute is the bow because she is a huntress

· she is the protector of wild animals 

· 2. Childbirth
· 3. Virginity 

· She is big on virginity. She was militantly virginal 

· 4. Moon 

· B) Character: 1. Twin – closely associated with her twin Apollo. 

· 2. Merciless – Iphigeneia 

· C) historical Origins 
· 1. Fertility 

· 2. Mistress of the Beasts

· D) Mythical Origins 

· Offspring of Zeus and Leto. Born on Delos.

· Major Stories
· a) Niobe
· b)Actaeon 
· c)Callisto and areas 
· Orion 
· d) hippolytus – phaedra 
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· Apollo 

· twins with Artemis

· 1. Attributes: bow and lyre. 

· 2. Character: 

· a) Truth (yet mysterious)

· b) god of music and poetry (yet destructive) 

· c) healing (and plagues) 

· d) Ideal of Beauty and Culture 

· 3. Shrines: 

· a) delos: Foundation story – Leto and the little island that could.

· 1. Foundation story: Pythian APollo, Apollo Delphinius. 
· 2. Oracle: a) Setup b) Ambiguity Eg. Croesus, Cumaean Sibyl 
· 4. Major Stories: 

· a) Cassandra 

· b) Coronis and Asclepius
· c) Daphne  Cf. Marpessa and Hyacinthus
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· d) Marsyas the Satyr 

· e) Pan and Midas

· Hermes (Mercury)

· Attributes: traveller’s cap (petasus), herald’s wand (caduceus), winged boots (talaria).

· Character: a) essence

· b) realms 

· 1. Divine Messenger

· He gave odysseus a herb 
· 2. God of thieves: trickster, Merchant and business men

· 3. God of Boundaries: 

· a) messenger of Zeus

· b) psychopompus – crosses the boundary between earth and the underworld 

· c) heroes – statue of Heroes

· Note: he is not often violent (but “argeiphontes”) 

· 3. Stories:

· a) Birth
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· Demeter

· Attributes: 
· ....
· Nature: a) Mother 
· 1. Name (meter means mother) 
· 2. mother of Persephone: “two goddesses”, “kore” (Persephone). 
· Story (Homeric Hymn): 
· a) Rape of Persephone
· b) Demeter’s Search
· c) Demeter at Eleusis 
· d) Immortality and sanctuary
· e) Demeter Prevails
· f) Persephone’s honours and Demeter’s rites
· a) aetion of the seasons (cf. Aphrodite and Adonis) 
· b) aetion of the Eluesinian mysteries 
· 1. nine days 2. cleansing in the Sea 3. Procession to Eleusis (lacchus!) 4. Fast with kykeion at end 5. Climax
iunno what lecture: 

Orpheus and Orphism

