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Video on Ethics of Consuptions (Watch on Youtube)

GiJacques

Consumption--> what can it do?

 Simmel

Fashion is another form characteristic of modernity. It is especially in the metropolis where it takes on a new meaning. Fashion is a social form, a social equalizer, and how we differentiate ourselves. Leading people to submit to social norms. Fashion is a tool that we use to signify our personal value to others. Appears to have something unique, individualistic about fashion. 

Learn about fashion from the media, observation of other people. Trendsetting. People actively go out to create fashion. Reflexive interpretation of others’ reaction vs us.”Merchants of cool v.2” starts trends through social media. “Market” Availability. Re;y on celebs, fashion blogs. In stores (Holt Renfrew, Ogilvy)

Fashion is a matter of class distinction. Fashion is a matter of replication and differentiation from upper class to mass. 

Reread form vs content from Simmel. Form stays, content changes.Doesn’t matter of the content but of the form.Includes and excludes what is important. Inward and outward of fashion.

The act of consumption creates stability.Personal values --> 
Never ending. Commodity constantly change. Fashion “allows leaders to be led”. Fashion leaders constantly seeking out new fashion. Fashion works well in city or apparent in cities because we see it all the time.

Simmel: Conflict

Conflict--> form

Upper: Unitary state Ex. French state would not be possible by a common “enemy” the British. Conflict provided the occasion for unity. Groups maintain its unity even after the conflict has ended. Additional interest maintains unity.The nature of the conflict is in terms of defense? Or aggression? In the basis of the defense, may not last to a long lasting unity because it is highly individual. They will go back to their original state. 

Lower:  Brought into unification based on common mood. Can have a unity because we all feel the same way. Concrete but temporary. Ex. If seating on metro and a particular is drinking or harassing and that conflict can derive a unity with other riders. It ceases when that conflict ends.

2 types of ad-hoc of unification

association for single action. During the course of their unity, their total energy is expended. The single members of the unity disband. Response to an acute situation. 

People coming together for a transitory action. Coming together because of content (ex.war) A transitory group may be workers that may form a union because there is some kind of permanent class conflict.Potential conflict down the road so must be ready for it.

Conflict bind preserve, cohesion. Conflict brings people together who had otherwise be separate from each other. It might heighten existing group unity. 

Overtime, conflict can be seen to be threatening when binding people together. Ex. Strike, protest. It illegal for all general workers to come together to strike (Outlawed).

Conflict brings the best unity together when they are opposites. May be united by conflict. Ex when liberals come together with conservatives even if they are from opposing groups. Come together to battle some common foe

Strength of all unity depends on the strength and intensity of opposition. Most favorable opposition is the threat of conflict. The possibility that there would be conflict. The threat of conflict is enough to create long lasting unity. Permanent social structure. Conflict is a mutual understanding of the principles. Reciprocity.

Metropolis,Fashion, Conflict. The content changes in different society but the form doesn't.

Pragmatism

Founded by Charles Sanders Pierre.

Pragmatism challenges the truths. Strong allegiances with Kant and Hegel. Truths-> relative, constant process of change -> individuals. personality.. No permanent consciousness. Constant developing occurs external, immediate, events/stimuli.

What can we expect, react? How will this world be different if the object of our study didn't exist? These our practical questions. Results in action.Counter factual questions (what if). Ask if its existence is necessary in our society. The only way to understand is through its effects, consequences. 

Amoral pragmatism. Not evaluating if its right or wrong. No moral judgment. Simply objective. No universal morality.

George Herbel Leam

Hegelian. Everything encounter will always be in a stage of transformation.

Reflection: interaction. Process of reflection and interaction between individuals. The dialectical relationship between human beings and in our relationship with the environment. Its a logical fallacy to suggest that we are separate from nature. Linked intimately in a dialectical sense.

How we contribute to our social environment? We do so in our use of gestures. Movements serve as stimuli for others. Could be none significant or significant. Involve in conversation which each other.

Non significant: serves as stimuli to other. Habitual reactionary.

Significant: Before I act, how do I want my action to be interpreted. I will act in a way I know they will interpret in the same way I intent. Gear my action in term of interpretation of how you will receive it. Invokes the same reaction in all participants. Agreement on hr meaning of the gesture. Know what gesture means and interpret in the same way. It is a social process. A tool for cooperation. Needed among participation. Allows to converse in a meaningful way. Our mind is conduct that we form in significant gestures. Based of shared meaning and agreements.Mind-> symbolic thought. Capable of symbolic thought and abstract meaning. Through all this we assign meaning.

Our self is necessarily a social self comprise of “I” and “me”. The self is something we experience as an object and subject. The self is an object that need others: estimation of thoughts. We make an assessment of those things .See yourself and action as an object.  The self is also subject. It is a social process and a part of social structure. We have multiple selfs. Different self in front of parents than in front of boyfriend, friends. We do it in part of our estimate of others. The self is evident in two phases. The “I” is the creative, the imaginative. The here and now. Associated with freedom. Inward, personal.”Me” is the reflective position. Highly social.

Relates this to society. Interdependent to one another, the individual and society. Context- self develops. The mechanism happens through role taking. We have to take the role of another in making sense of ourselves. Act in accordance with others.Adapt our behavior to others. This adjustment and adaptation is mutual. It is how structure, institution are possible.Orient ourselves to “generalized other”. “Other” isn’t a particular individuals. The abstract “other”.

Human society is a society of selfs. Selfs are both objects and subjects. Not simply the product of natural forces that is there is strong social force. The self necessarily implies social awareness. Need to able to project yourself. And all your activities will always be adjusted and interpretative to your interpretation of others.

Exams

Questions found in moodle (Study 2 of them) Talk about how modern rationality impacted social of both Weber and Simmel then agree on one.

 Question on pragmatism (study it)

