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Prior to taking this course, “Childhood and Society,” my own intellectual development in context of the course was how to take care of children in our own society today. But after having a better understanding and learning more about the course, my thinking about childhood has deepened. I got a broader perspective on what was expected to learn in the course and learned that this course demonstrates both current and historical analysis of what happens to children when they are socialized. Throughout the course there were many concepts that I found interesting, but the three concepts that I found particularly important, surprising and difficult were race, sexuality and disability. Race, sexuality and disability are important aspects in learning about childhood because they should be incorporated in to childhood socialization to produce viable contributing members of society upon reaching adulthood. 
The concept that I found particularly surprising was race, which is demonstrated in parts of the assigned article, “Intimate Colonialism: The Material and Experienced Places of British Columbia’s Residential Schools,” which portrays racism towards Aboriginal children. The article portrays residential schooling as a traumatic and disciplining effort imposed upon Aboriginal students. Residential schools/residential education “was a means both to break Aboriginal children’s link with their communities and cultures and a means to absorb them into a dominant society.” (Titley 1986) Some parts of the article explain many struggles residential children had to encounter. For example, the bathrooms of the schools were places through which whiteness, as an ultimately unattainable superiority was imposed. (De  Leeuw 343) Another example that is explained is the schools would strip away everything from the children- their belongings, their family and their culture. And most recall the very corporal nature of their struggle against colonial education. (De Leeuw 349) This article can connect to the lesson I learned in class about Aboriginal children in Canada. I learned that the death rate in residential schools were higher then people who weren’t in residential schools. As well, I learned that children were taught hatred, internalized racism, etc. Overall, it was a traumatic experience for the children. Eventually, an idea was made in order to stop residential schools, which was known as “The 60’s Scoop”. It was a plan to put children up for adoption instead of sending them to residential schools. It was a solution that was just as bad because children were still separated from their culture and families. Learning about this topic was surprising to me because I feel that children shouldn’t be stripped from their childhood, family and culture because they are all important for a child’s development and well being. People should have a better understanding on how it affects residential children then and now. With having a better understanding we can figure out ways to help this from no longer happening and for children to develop and grow fully and not live their lives in fear and without a childhood.
An important concept that can be found in another article, “Parents Construction of Teen Sexuality: Sex Panics, Contradictory Discourses and Social Inequality,” is sexuality. Sexuality is portrayed throughout the whole article, but there was specific information that caught my attention. For example, most parents find it very difficult to imagine their own children as sexually active, but they can describe their child’s peers as highly sexual. Another piece of information that caught my attention is that parents of boys describe their sons’ female friends as the sexually aggressive ones and the parents of girls “position their daughters as victimized and vulnerable rather than as desiring objects.” (Elliott 203) In other words, they feel like their daughter’s male friends are the sexually aggressive ones, but none of the parents think that there own son or daughter is the predator. The most important and interesting point that I read was, “parents present their child as deserving, worthy citizens by desexualizing them, underscoring the role sexuality plays in notions of good citizenship.” (Fields and Hirschman 2007; Plummer 2003a) And because parents present their child that way, they feel that if their child is sexually active that they failed as a parent in some way. This article can connect to the lesson I learned about sex education and moral panics. Like it said in the article, some people agree of brining sex education in school, while others don’t because they think if they teach it to children it will bring upon danger to them. But while they argue whether it is right or wrong they aren’t looking at the bigger picture. And the lesson I learned about sex education, I learned the perspectives, which include sex is sacred and sex is natural, but there were limitations on these perspectives because it failed to examine sexuality as a social issue. The reason why I found these specific points on sexuality important is because I feel if parents are so afraid of failing as a parent because their child is having sex, instead of being afraid and trying to avoid talking to their child, they should try to understand in order to help their child comprehend why they might think it isn’t right and help them in ways to prevent sex before marriage. With parents having a better understanding it will help the child feel more comfortable with talking about the situation and it will help both child and parent to be more open and understand one another better. 
The last concept that is demonstrated in this course is disability. This topic was difficult, in the sense that some people don’t understand what people with disabilities have to go through and how hard it can be, but yet people still judge them for being ‘different.’ Disability can be seen in the film Sound and Fury. Sound and Fury was a very interesting film to watch. It is a film about two families with dead children and they decide whether to get their child a cochlear implant that will help and give their child the ability to hear, but it may threaten their child’s deaf identity. The film gives us an idea on what it is like to be deaf and the challenges this family has to go through while growing up and through adulthood. But it also shows that even though society sees them as different, they feel comfortable with their disability and they feel proud being deaf. This video can connect to the lesson I learned on children with special needs. In the lesson, I learned different types of disabilities children can have, I learned the two models of disability, which include the Medical Model: individual’s body is the problem, and the Social Model: disabling environment is the problem. I also learned where children with disabilities fit in, which is often excluded and invisible and how they are more vulnerable to violence, experience difficulties in their daily life, etc. Even though this may be true, I think that people need to have a better understanding of the life of a person with a disability, they need to understand that depending on the disability based on intensity, some people are able to do the same things we can. The only thing that might be different is that they may do something differently or it may take a little bit longer to do something, but with the help and the accommodations, most people with disabilities can do everyday tasks. 
The one thing I will remember throughout this whole course is when we learned about child abuse. The reason why it is something that I will remember is because child abuse is something that has been going on in society since the very beginning. It is something that needs to be stopped. The one thing that I learned about child abuse that haunts me since the day we learned it in class is the suicide rates due to child abuse. Suicide accounts for 20.2% of all deaths in people ages 10-24 and rates are higher for males and aboriginal youths. Some may think that 20.2% isn’t high, but that is a percentage of kids and young adults dying because they aren’t being treated like humans should be treated.
In conclusion, I have learned a lot during this course and everything has an impact on me in some way. But race, sexuality and disability are the three concepts that I found particularly important, surprising and difficult. And with having a better understanding of race, sexuality and disability, which are important aspects in learning about childhood, we would be incorporating these concepts in to childhood socialization, which will produce viable contributing members of society upon reaching adulthood. 
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