
POST-PHIL 2350: The Political Imagination II

*Final Test*
Answer TWO of the five following questions. These questions will be posted on line on March 19th. The test will be written without the assistance of texts or notes in class on April 2nd between 3:00 and 5:00 pm. A good answer will demonstrate a careful and detailed understanding of the primary texts we studied (whether they be films, books, or articles).
1. How does the reality depicted in the film La Haine challenge Marx’s thinking about revolutionary agency? Can the ideas of Beauvoir and/or Foucault be used as a supplement to Marx? In addition to their theoretical texts, use the film La Haine to illustrate the differences between the Marxist and Foucaultian understandings of how power operates and the solutions each framework offers (if, in fact, they do offer solutions).
2. The film La Haine (director: Kossovitz) and the Benjamin Barber’s Jihad vs. McWorld reveal problems with the liberal ideal of personal autonomy and national identity in our cosmopolitan world. Compare, contrast and evaluate their respective analyses of our contemporary divided world and the “solutions” they propose. 
3. Iris Young, Simone de Beauvoir, and Franz Fanon acknowledge that the re-distribution of wealth is a necessary but not sufficient condition for social justice. Compare and contrast their concerns and arguments. How would each approach the cosmopolitan reality of hate and what suggestions might they offer to further social justice?
4. While Beauvoir and Freud acknowledge the power of “Othering” and abjection, to fully understand the material and cultural situation of the underemployed in suburban Paris (La Haine), we need a healthy dose of Marx and Foucault. Illustrate.

5. Answer FOUR (4) of the following five (5): 

i. Compare and contrast the Freudian notions of id, ego, and superego.

ii. Compare and contrast the approaches to violence taken by Franz Fanon and Martin Luther King Jr.
iii. Socrates believes that emotion clouds good judgment. Nussbaum, however, believes that emotion can actually lead to good judgment. Provide examples from a novel, play, and/or film from the second term to illustrate these two positions.
iv. What is the relationship between communities of love and of hate in Freud? Do these necessarily lead to fascism and/or xenophobia? 
v. What forces impede Habermas’ critical public sphere today?
