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*song list
Name 
Record label 
Year of release
Name of artist

Journals
Half a page/song
Relate to themes
Up until the end of 1999, anything rap
Lyrical excerpts (+ top 4 ^)
Creative 
10 categories, 8 songs 
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What is hip hop? A movement expressed through artistic forms called elements

What is rap? Talking in rhythm to the rhythm of a beat, “something you do” vs. Hip hop – a primarily musical culture, a way of life, “something you live” 

4 Main Elements of Hip Hop
1. Rapping
2. DJ’ing
3. Graffiti
4. Break/Street Dancing 

Hip hop is an attitude. Hip hop doesn‘t change for you, you adapt to it. Hip hop is music that doesn’t appeal to the mainstream. In essence, Hip hop is the voice of a generation refusing to be silenced by:
- urban poverty
- inequality
- injustice
*hip hop reflects the change in the world

Almost everyone within the age range of 13-35 appreciates hip-hop in some form -- 80% of targeted group are Caucasian. Hip hop is a lifestyle with its own language and style of dress. When comparing other musical forms to Hip hop and the impacts on world trends and tastes; no music has made the same impact as Hip hop.

In 1984, Russell Simmons and Rick Rubin founded Def Jam Records in a New York University dorm room with a simple five thousand dollar investment, and look where it has landed them today.

Hip hop CD sales hit one billion in 2003 thanks to likes Eminem and 50 Cent.

*Top 2011/2012 Hits

* hip hop began in the poor black neighborhood in NYC, The Bronx, 1979

- Rap music was distributed through cassette recordings, sounded like the black music of the day which was heavy funk or more than often disco music

Basic function was to serve as dance music as did the Jamaican “toasting” music when it was originated 

5th Hip hop Element: human beat boxing, fashion, and activism

Hip hop is a cultural movement that began among urban African Americans and Latinos in the Bronx New York City in the early 1970s, and has since spread around the world.

Some consider beatboxing the fifth element of Hip hop; others might add political activism, Hip hop fashion, Hip hop slang, double dutching (an urban form of rope skipping) or other elements as important facets of Hip hop.

The term has since come to be a synonym for hip hop music (or rap music) to mainstream audiences.

The origin of the term "Hip hop" itself is unclear; but, over time, the term has taken on a life of its own.

The movement that later became known as "Hip hop" is said to have begun with the work of DJ Kool Herc, while competing DJ Afrika Bambaataa is often credited with having invented the term "hip hop" to describe the culture.

During the hip-hop block parties of the 1970s, the sounds of James Brown dominated the soundscape. Cuts such as Say It Loud, The Payback, Get Up, Get Into It and Get Involved, Get on the Good Foot' and the B-boy anthem and sampling favorite Funky Drummer were staples.

Afrika Bambaataa (named hip hop) has described hip-hop as evolving from an adverse response to disco, which prompted early B-boys and B-girls to seek out funk. That claim has been supported by Jamaican-born DJ Kool Herc, a hip-hop founding father, who has said that, while he did bring a reggae-influenced style of DJ’ing from the islands, he was primarily attracted to funk music. He also has noted in recent interviews that even reggae was influenced by funk

Break/breakdown  part of the record near the end, pop keyboard sounds, like today’s music – Kool Herc noticed that people who weren’t interested before started dancing, brought people together

Early Traces of Rap (70s)
Rhythmic rhymes originated from prisons, army (marching), on the streets, preachers, pastors in churches…
· game songs
· square dance
· cheerleading
· schoolyard rhymes
· double Dutch jump rope rhymes
· work songs
· military chants
· prison ‘jail house’ rhymes
· testifying -- Doo-Wop quartets testifying during their ballads
· preachers sermonizing rhythmically within gospel singer songs
· Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Jesse Jackson (rhythm and melody of sermons and speeches)
· Human beat boxes imitating drum machines and samplers go back 100 years

* hip hop allows someone to escape, most political music in the world 
* revolutionary tool

Download: The Message, look up lyrics 

Afrika Bambaataa, Daddy U Roy, James Brown, Kool Herc (should be rich, influenced y the way he played music and his presentation of music)  today we listen to music the way that we do because of him 

TOASTING
· How rap started
· A connection with rap music in the United States and Jamaican – a tremendous effect on American rap music.
· Dub-talk over various elements of reggae music
· when the Jamaican disc jockies talked over the music they played.
· A style of Jamaican music
· 1st person Adventure rhyming, stories
· groups of superhuman superheroes too powerful to be destroyed - themselves against society
· risking death, escape anything
· repetition “get up get up”

Famous Toasters: Duke Reid, Sir Coxone, Prince Buster (Jamaican DJs)

Audience for Toasting
· stories thrive in prisons
· the army
· the street
· Toasting got so popular used as greetings on the street;
· Muhammad Ali “float like a butterfly string like a bee”

Blues Dances: dances which took place in large halls or out in the open in the slum yards. At these dances black America R&B records were played.

* Jamaican loved R&B music but did not know how to play those songs  build sound systems where DJs would play the music instead of bands having to recreate it  evolution of DJ

in the U.S. and Jamaica, the competition boiled down to who had the loudest system and the most original records and technique
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Born in Poverty – Rich in Creativity
· Grandmaster Flash – The Message – tells the story of the Bronx – sense of despair 
· NYC close to bankruptcy, but Bronx specifically turned into a slum area
· 1975  Nixon (?) almost president 
· strikes, corruption, NYC basically unlivable 
· transit prices going up, people walking the streets at night, riding the subways was frightening 
· at the time, average family income in NYC under 10K, in the Bronx average was 5K
· 25% of all cases of reported cases of malnutrition from the Bronx
· policies of the city were old and out of date, rent-control policy offered no incentive to upgrade one’s property – arranged for buildings to be burned down because insurance was high
· 1975-1977 – set back, budget cut back from solving these problems  more problems arise (heroine, drugs, poverty)
· 1972 – police corrupted, report issued cops selling heroine and ratting them out
· February 1973 - $73 million of drugs gone missing from the police (they were the suspects)
· However, a lot of unity and social awareness in the community, black and Hispanic people started coming together, revolutionary songs recognized as inspiration 
· Hip Hop rose from this damaged environment 
· Hip hop spread self-expression, a type of art that was accessible to anyone, no training needed, no money needed, verbal skill that would be practiced to perfection  creativity, innovation, forgotten heroes 

Three Major Events Leading To Hip Hop Subculture
1.  Robert Moses (1959) Express Way – going through the heart of the city, including the Bronx
· factories and businesses relocated to outside of the area because of the train (construction, noise)
· people left with few employment opportunities and created a deserted area
· displaced middle-class people, instantly created a slum for poor people (crime, drug addiction, unemployment, failure in urban planning)
2. Co-op City (1968)  – 16,400 units in one complex
isolated complex, putting all the poor people in one area creates more crime, drug abuse, etc.
anyone left in middle class left, conditions weren’t safe, area was ugly
by 1970 Bronx started to burn, 13,000 fires within a 12 square mile radius  10,000 people homeless
cost of living goes up, government policies prevented them from renovating and raising rent  burnt down own buildings 
advantages: family who’s house would be burned would move to the top of the list for public health etc. and immediately qualify to receive grant – encouraged people to burn their own buildings down when times get rough
burnt buildings left for gangs and junkies to control
Robert Moses “beyond tinkering, rebuilding and restoring” – hopeless 
Only in the mid 80’s New York started seeing as a problem – half a billion went into rebuilding and restoring (enough for another 50 states)
Today, the Bronx is better but still not fully repaired
3. Gangs (1968)
· 7 teenage boys terrorizing the area, gang activity that overwhelmed the Bronx for the next 6 years
· started as the “Savage Seven” – as more members joined they changed their names to the “Black Spades”, overnight street gangs would be seen in every corner 
· age of 14-16 (majority)
· Afrika Bambaataa  member and leader of the Black Spades, claims that gangs reached peak in 1973
· Gang membership provide sense of family – can be dancers, graffiti artists and rappers, but felt connected
· Gang culture was a defining feature of hip hop – territorialism and battling (getting anger out without violence)
· Women getting tired of all the gangs, preaching against gang activity
· Police cracking down on the gangs, people looking for something new
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1st Generation Hip Hop
*more info on Class 4 page

The Isley Brothers – Get Into Something (1970)
· Upbeat, doesn’t sound like hip hop but its one of the most influential
· Break  something that changes in the song
· Say title in the song
· Rhythm-and-blues, gospel, even jazz

Brooker T & The M.G.’s – Melting Pot (1971)
· Stars with a dropping beat, 4 high hats
· Jazzy sound, no words, instrumental
· Group of white and black guys 

Baby Huey - Listen To Me (1971)
· Enormous stage presence,
· R&B  psychedelic 
· Substance abuse (first time mentioning drug abuse!!) 
· October 28th, 1970  drug related heart attack at age of 26
· Talks over beat, then screams… Says the title in the song

Dennis Coffrey & The Detroit Guitar Band – Scorpio (1971)
· Beat, guitar strums come in, trumpet 

Jimmy Castor Bunch – It’s Just Begun (1972)
· Saxophone intro
· Says the song name 
· Released on second album, RCA records
· #4 on R&B charts, #6 on Hot 100s
· featured in Flashdance (movie)

Apache – Michael Viner’s incredible Bongo Band (1973)
· made famous by the shadows
· Kool Herc, Grandmaster flash
· “All time breaker’s and hip hop anthem”
· featured in Prince of Belair TV show 
· Michael Viner an executive at MGM
· Longest break  Jump On It!!!!!!!!!!!!!

The Jackson 5 – Hum Along and Dance (1973)
· Very few lyrics, not following the same style 
· Didn't play instruments
· Sounds like a group, “yeah yeah yeah”
· Harmonizing 

Black Heat – Love the Life You Live (1974)
· "No Time to Burn," that cracked the R&B Top 50
· Bowwow sound….
· Instrumental at first, start with song title

Rhythm Heritage – Theme From S.W.A.T. (1975)
· topped the pop charts in 1975 
· peaked at number 11 on the R&B charts
· group from LA
· Pete DJ Jones loved to cut up the break of this song whereas Kool Herc couldn't quite pull it off
· Bowwow sound – spy movie background theme song

Herman Kelly & Life – Dance To the Drummer’s Beat (1978)
· Only LP was that one, never released another one – Percussion Explosion 
· only LP also featuring the 12" single sides - "Who's the Funky DJ" and "Do the Handbone."
· Says the name of the song
· Cow bell sounds in the beginning, “lets dance”

Good Times – Chic (1979)
· Most influential song on Hip Hop
· It is a disco song – funkiest disco song ever made
· Changed the whole game 
· Study break down potion of this song – just a baseline for 3 minutes
· Story of people finding their creativity
· Not rapping yet, just talking and singing
· LL Cool J started rapping to it, baseline peaked his creativity, same with DJs
· All elements (besides graffiti) were interplayed into this song

* Know pictures
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James Brown
· History of James Brown ranked #24 
· Chosen as the 50 recordings added to national recordings registry 
· Nick name Soul Brother #1
· Known as the hardest working man in show businesses and Mr. Dynamite 
· Passed away on Christmas day, 2006, 73 years old
· Critics say that there has been no other musician that has been so influential and impactful in decades
· Turning R&B into soul, and that into funk music during the entire 60s
· Doing a lot of live shows, that’s how he popularized himself, staying on top of new trends, not about music videos, etc. (“hardest working man”)
· Perfectionist 
· May 3, 1993 in South Carolina
· Raised in Poverty
· Reform school
· 1953 (20 years later) joined The Gospel Starlighters  Bobby Byrd established musician was a apart of it, blues, based in Georgia, changed their name to The Flames in 
· Bobby Byrd  change in direction for James brown
· James Brown went to jail when he was younger, met bobby Byrd when he came out, Byrd was only a year younger than James brown, born in Georgia, things in common,  became very good friends, included him in The gospel Star lighters
· James Brown became vocal point of this act
· 1956, group got signed to King Records, first break
· “Please Please Please” 1959, King Label
· Starts off with song name
· First time JB scored a hit significantly, making the R&B charts, but not to Billboard Top 40s yet
· Laid back type of sound
· Name change: James Brown and The Famous Flames  starting to build a reputation
· 1965, “Papa’s Got A Brand New Bag Pt. 1”
· revolutionary single, topped R&B charts, not Billboard (Elvis on Pop Charts)
· SIM, trumpet sounds, catchy
· Theme: sound transitioning to catchy and funky sounds, JB transitioned the sound
· Resembles a rapper, toasting throughout his music  not emotional lyrics
· 1968, “Say It Loud, I'm Black and I’m Proud”
· political, song would become a Black National anthem at the time
· give poor people a former sense of identity, hope, relatable to Black people but also empowered an entire community and helped them believe in himself
· civil rights movement era
· other black people found their consciousness, but no one did it with the effect that James Brown has
· Call and Response technique 
· Became a black slogan, as well as for rebels against society who did not believe in the system
· Radio stations still played it, revolution on the radio, being heard
· People believing they could accept their blackness, something to value about their culture
· Call for black people to unite and reject racist institutions
· Only one shouting, not afraid, that’s why no one else had the same impact
· Black Panthers Party – organizations that had the courage to try and help the communities that were struggling at the time, help children, serve food, set up fundraising, 500,000 Black panthers (1968/1969), but feared by the FBI and the government and declared, “biggest threat to national security of America” , almost defeated by the 1930s  rumors that JB donated to the cause
· “Soul Power”, 1971  dance song, irrelevant what the song is about, funky sound, live sounds
· Bambaataa (sp?) and Grandmaster Flask loved James Brown 
· JB is the embodiment of hip hop
· Only one other artist with more #1 records than James Brown in this era  Elvis
· Elvis has 116 #1 songs in R&B
· “King” in white communities, JB “king” in black communities 
· JB had 96 #1 R&B hits during his career
· Major influence of popular musical styles of today (rock n’ roll, disco, etc.) and call and response 
· Inspired young break dancers with his showmanship and moves 
· “Pass the Peas”, 1972
· Label: People, not King
· Written by James Brown
· Instrumental, but starts with “Hey Bobby, why do you like… Pass the peas”
· “Get Up, Get Into It, Get Involved”, 1970
· Label: King
· Says title in the song
· Music designed to make people dance and feel empowered
· “Give It Up or Turnit A Loose”, 1969
· Considered the “national anthem of hip hop”
· Signature dance called the “Footloose”
· Funky break in the song
· “Funky Drummer (Pt 1 & 2)”, 1970
· most sampled song in hip hop
· says funky drummer in the beginning…
· mellow sound
· break only comes in at 5:35 minutes (long song)
· name of drummer responsible for the beat is Clyde Stubblefield  legendary but comes to York U to lecture
· Get Up I Feel Like A Sex Machine, 1970
· Says title in the song
· “I Know You Got Soul”, Bobby Byrd, 1971
· with James Brown’s help
· says title in the name, “you got it”
· “Get On The Good Foot”, 1972
· topped R&B charts for about a month
· sampled a lot
· “The Pay Back”, 1973
· Most successful LP by James Brown
· Billboard album charts, only gold certified million seller (not gold-certified platinum)
· Earned the name “Godfather of Soul”
· Says title in the song 
· “Living In America”, 1986
· Rocky IV movie
· #4 R&B billboard charts
· biggest hit since “I Got Feel Good”
· JB into Hall of Fame
· 2 years later, sentenced to 6 years in prison  embarrassment for people of colour, ridiculed by American society, assault and drug possession charges, domestic problems as well 
· 1991 got out, a year later “Lifetime Achievement Award” at Grammys
· transforming 20th century of music



Term: “house band”  paid a flat rate
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Disco Leading to Hip Hop
· The Fatback Band
· Books on popular music often cite the Sugar Hill Gang’s single ‘‘Rapper’s Delight’’ as the first rap song, but fact is, the Fatback single with ‘‘King Tim III’’ on the B side of ‘‘You’re My Candy Sweet’’ shipped a month or two before the Sugar Hill record was released.
· CHIC: Good Times
· Disco’s greatest band
· Stripped disco back to its basic elements – funky, stylish grooves, organic sense of interplay
· Scratchy, James Brown-style rhythm guitar of Nile Rodgers, nasslines of Bernard Edwards (imitated or stolen)
· Keyboard and string embellishments, emphasis on rhythm
· Created template for urban funk, dance-pop and hip hop in post-disco era
· 1979's Risqué was a solid LP that went platinum, partly on the strength of Chic's second number one pop hit, "Good Times”  Queen's number one hit "Another One Bites the Dust" was a clear rewrite, and the Sugarhill Gang lifted the instrumental backing track wholesale for the first commercial rap single, "Rapper's Delight," marking the first of many times that Chic grooves would be recycled into hip-hop records.
· The Sugarhill Gang: Rapper’s Delight
· "Rapper's Delight," a multi-platinum seller and radio hit in 1979
· borrowed the break from Chic's "Good Times" and became a worldwide hit, eventually selling more than eight million copies.
· gone by the mid-'80s, only returning in 1999 with Jump on It, a rap album for children.
· Question: Was this the 1st rap record on wax?
Answer: No. The first was put out by Fatback featuring King Tim III called 'Personality Jock' and was on the flipside of Fatback band record.
· Vaughan Mason and Crew
· This funky New York disco act from late 1970's and early 1980's released "Bounce Rock Skate Roll" - a disco classic from 1979 with a good rhythm and clear bassline, making it perfect for mixing. Their follow-up hit was the rap track "Jammin' Big Guitar".
· Added some tight, bumping rhythms and rubberband bass
· Teena Marie
· One of the firsts and one of the few female white artists completely embraced by R&B
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Because of her funky, soulful voice, and because her debut album did not feature her photo, programmers at urban radio assumed she was black.
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